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Come and Follow
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross daily and follow me,” Luke 9:23
If you have ever been on a mission trip or retreat, you have experienced the following.
Somehow you leave as strangers (or acquaintances), but return as more than friends.
Through the trip, you begin to know one another, laugh together, and work together. You
begin to somehow become connected, a group that is incomplete without just one person.
Maybe it’s the focus on God, maybe it’s living together and leaving everything behind, maybe it’s the joint mission of work, but somehow you no longer just know about each other,
but know one another.
Discipleship, following Christ, is similar. Many times, we mistakenly perceive Christianity
as about belief such as knowing what you believe. Many times we mistake growing as primarily about knowledge and gaining more insight or understanding on the biblical text or
about God. And, our concept of Christianity ends here as we try to be a good person. This
is not what Jesus asks of us when he invites us to come and follow.
Jesus invites us to join him on a journey. It’s the journey of salvation where we take up the
cross and follow. Our lives begin to share his mission of salvation and kingdom come. A
love develops for the world, our neighbors and surprisingly, even our enemies. Our lives
walk in his way of peace, love, and justice. He is our constant companion and, thus, we
begin to know him. Not just know about him. This scripture no longer becomes a book to
understand, but descriptive of our God, our journey and our life. Belief no longer becomes
sentiments that we accept, but our very eyes and vision of the world. In this journey, we
discover the living God. We are transformed. All creation becomes new. It’s like being
born again. As God still remains mysterious, we also get a glimpse of God’s character as a
friend. Somehow, we become a part of God, and it becomes difficult to know our identity
without God. Maybe that sounds sad, but with it come joy, hope, and life!
This journey with Jesus cannot deny the cross. In fact, the cross shapes everything. Jesus
journey to the cross is the path of salvation. Thus, the cross is our journey as we follow.
We are no longer a stagnant people. Many times our busy lives just mask this stagnation.
Movement and busyness are not the same. The journey with Christ has movement toward
the kingdom at hand. Faith is to join Jesus in the movement not just for us (even though
it’s a great gift to us), but also for others. Without this movement, we cannot describe ourselves as followers. There are times that it can be a lonely journey. However, the journey
is meant to be done with a people called church. Thus, our lives don’t just get enriched
with God, but with the companionship of others. However, this can also be part of the
struggle. Remember none of us is perfect.
Lent is approaching and it’s the season that we are most clearly invited to follow Jesus.
During the next several newsletter articles, I would like to look at the virtues of our journey. These virtues give shape to our journey with Christ and guide us. Because God does
not act contrary to God’s nature, this nature can act as our compass. However, this article
is about invitation. Join Jesus on this journey!
Pastor Danny Walker
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Happy 2017 from the Children’s Ministry! We’ve enjoyed a peaceful start to 2017 with a return to our Junior
Church and Sunday School schedule. Our children’s ministry is growing by leaps and bounds and we’re loving
all the new faces that grace our basement. We are averaging over 2 children from 3 yrs.-3rd grade downstairs for junior church every week! Our Sunday School is still more sparse than we’d really like it to be, averaging around 12-15 kids staying for class. We are excited to see several new 5-6th grade kids coming
weekly, so we’ll be starting a 5th-6th grade Sunday School Class in March.!
WE ARE REALLY IN NEED OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS! I would like every Children’s Ministry class to
have two teachers. The teachers could then rotate in a schedule to allow both teachers to attend their
Sunday School classes more frequently. Right now, Amber Walker and Amber Ferguson have this working
beautifully for our 2-3 year old class. We need a teacher to rotate with Greta in the kindergarten class,
with Nicole in the 1st and 2nd grade class, and with Melvinia in the 3rd-4th grade class. In addition, we need
two teachers for the new 5th-6th grade class. This is vital to the Children’s Ministry! If you can be a
rotational teacher, please let Nicole know ASAP. With Lent approaching quickly, we will be practicing
many new songs in junior church to perform during the Easter season! A big “thank you” to all junior church
and Sunday School teachers! You all make this ministry possible and such a success! Thank you for allowing
me to teach your children. They are the future leaders of the world, and their knowledge of our faith is so
very important to our future!
Many blessings to you all!
Nicole Jackson, Children’s Ministry Coordinator
THANK YOU NOTES…………
To Centenary and Feastival Committee,
“Thank you for your $1,000.00 donation received on December 29th for Fields of Dreams Uganda. This contribution will
make a lasting difference in our efforts to provide hope for the orphaned and vulnerable children of Uganda through the vehicles of soccer and education. Our staff in Uganda cannot carry out our mission without generous donors here in the U.S. who
support our work and believe in our vision for a brighter future for the incredible children we serve.
We hope that we can continue to count on your support in the future. Please visit us at
www.fieldsofdreamsuganda.org for updates on what is happening with our partner schools and orphanages in the Kampala
region.
Michael Warneke, Executive Director
********************************
To Centenary and Rev. Danny Walker,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your incredible generosity and response to the need of our community! Your
generosity directly impacts lives by preventing and ending homelessness through Aurora’s hands-on case management and
rental assistance program. We can’t do this without supporters and volunteers, so we really appreciate you! God bless you!
Brian Kerney, Executive Director
********************************
Dear Rev. Walker and Centenary UMC,
On behalf of our entire team at Tri-State Food Bank, we wish to express our sincere appreciation for your gift of
$1,000.00 Over the course of a year, Tri-State Food Bank supplies food to over 250 hunger relief programs throughout our 33county service area. Approximately 7,000,000 meals are provided through our network of pantries, soup kitchens, senior meal
programs, Kids Café, and Weekend BackPack Food for Kids program.
It is through the tireless efforts of our friends - their ongoing financial support and thousands of volunteer hours - that we
are able to make a real difference here in the Tri-State. Thank you for playing such a vital role in our mission to end hunger in
our community.

BELL
CHOIR!

We will be meeting for Bell Choir Practice every Wednesday at 6:00 PM
unless Shirley announces otherwise. Please make an effort to be there
each week so we can have a full rehearsal. Let’s faithfully ring out the
Good News!

I think back to the Christmas cantata and how very beautiful I thought it was. Yes, I was the director, but
I also was in the very center of all the voices and could hear the blending of the voices and remember how
difficult it was for me not to lose control of my emotions when the harmony was so pure!
Thank you, Amber Ferguson, for your beautiful solo of “Breath of Heaven,” and to Sadie Seibert for introducing musically the baby Jesus to us in “Welcome to Our World.” Our narrators, Nicole Jackson (Mary) and Glen Millikan
(Joseph) were perfect as the human mother and father of our Jesus. I must also thank Ronda, Shirley, and Tyler Jackson for their talent and support of this service and our worship. We are so blessed to have such talented gifted people who enjoy giving themselves to our weekly services and special occasions. Every one of you in this choir have a
gift you share, and we are all blessed by you. No, I have not forgotten Ben Kempf who removes a big worry from me
by handling the audio system. You all are a blessing and I do thank you!
Miriam Seibert, Choir Director

SCRIP NEWS
Thank you so much for your support of our Scrip program! We had record breaking sales for December and surpassed our previous year's sales! A donation of $500 is being given to Good Neighbors in the form of gift cards they
can use to buy food for their Thursday meals. Visa $50 and $100 cards (1.25%) and Discover $50 and $100 cards
(1.25%) are always in stock. These can be used anywhere credit cards are accepted. Come by the coffee room after
church for all your dining and shopping needs!
December 27, 2016
Dear Members and Friends of Centenary,
Thank you for your recent donation of $500.00 to the United Methodist Youth
Home toward our Annual Fund Drive. We are delighted that the Feastival team
thought of us. Each day we do our best to provide at-risk youth with the love, support,
and encouragement needed to help them see themselves as more than the situations
that bring them to our doors. Your contributions help us focus on their needs rather
than the bottom line. Thank you for this much-needed donation! We appreciate all
your help!
Travis Johnson
Development Officer, UMYH

2016 Contribution Statements are available. Cheryl Blythe will be in the Narthex on Jan. 29 and Feb.
5. After those dates, she will be available in the coffee room every Sunday after church, and you may
pick them up there, also. If you would like her to scan your statement to your email, please call her at
812.568.9245.

FEBRUARY Birthdays
1 - Rose Borman
2 - Justin Ahlbrand
4 - Shirley Ackerman
5 - Joan Crowe
5 - Kelly Harris
5 - Samantha Smith
6 - Jeff Carnahan
7 - Vernice Lindell
8 - Cyndi Gish
8 - Carl Sterchi
9 - Sherry Hiatt
10 - Bob Riggs
10 - Jim Sharp
10– Diane Walker
13 - Sadie Seibert
15 - Amber Walker

17
18
18
19
20
20
21
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
27

- Abby Jackson
- Jim McCutchan
- Kim Wingerter
- Rick Hendrix
- Vince Bowden
- Vicky Hancock
- Brooke Huebner
- Andrea Kaucher
- Madeline Stone
- Sharron Brace
-Luke Jackson
- Elijah Walker
- Gayle Green
- James Hall
- Don Fuhrman

FEBRUARY Anniversaries
11
13
14
14
27

-

David & Mary Jane Woods
Dennis & Janet Labhart
Bob & Martha Freeman
Don & Jennie Fuhrman
Randy & Felicia Bowden

MARCH Birthdays
1 - Sarah Mitchell
2 - Eric Marchand
4 - Joe Gish
5 - Brian Fleming
7 - Kevin Foster
8 - Shawn Riley
11 - Wayne Aldridge
13 - Steve Graves
13 –Mia Harris
13 - Geneva Huebner

14 14 14 16 18 19 1925 29 29 -

Jim Fleming
Jacob Graves
Evan Marchand
Megan Reddick
Bev Render
Ryan Huebner
Roger Latham
Ben Jackson
Bruce Knight
Norma McNary

MARCH Anniversaries
7 - Kenny & Carolyn Horton
8 - Chris & Missy Feller
14 - Chris & Becky Stone
20 - Warren & Beverly Render
21 –Brian & Kelly Harris
22 - Joe & Cyndi Gish
26 - Jeff and Morgan Carnahan

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! If you find any discrepancies in our Birthday/Anniversary listings, please
call the office or email us. This would include
names that are missing or misspelled, as well as
wrong dates.

A Record of Our Faithfulness
Date
MEN’S LENTEN BREAKFAST SCHEDULE

Attendance

General Fund
Offering

12/11

160

$2461.00

March 4

St. James UMC

12/18

200

$3486.00

March 11

Aldersgate UMC

12/25

138

$6988.00

March 18

Centenary UMC

1/1

160

$5914.00

March 25

Central UMC

April 1

Fairlawn UMC

1/8

171

$3528.00

April 8

Old North UMC

1/15

150

$3772.00

All Breakfasts begin at 7:15AM.
For further info, see Darrell Resler.

1/22

202

$4138.00

Prayer Concerns ~~ Kent Harrison, Don Robinson, Rachel Bailey, Rose Borman, Lee Crow,
Rosie Ritchie, T.C. Gossett, George Creekmur, Eloise Overdorf, Walter Fanok, Joyce Smith,
Mabel Blythe

February 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursda y

1

Frida y

Saturday

3

4

10

11

9:00AM Walking Club
6:00PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir/Cantata
Practice

5

6

7

8

9

8:30AM Safe Harbor
9:30AM Worship
Service
10:45AM Sunday
School
3:00PM Sewing Class
5:00PM Youth

9:00 AM Walking
Club
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care
6:30PM Bible Study

9:00AM Exercise

9:00AM Walking Club
6:00PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir Cantata
Practice

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

12

13

14

15

16

8:30AM Safe Harbor
9:30AM Worship
10:45AM Sunday
School
3:00PM Sewing Class
5:00PM Youth

9:00AM Walking
Club
6:30PM Bible Study

9:00AM Exercise

9:00AM Walking Club
6:00PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir Cantata
Practice

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

19

20

8:30AM Safe Harbor
9:30AM Worship
10:45AM Sunday
School
3:00PM Sewing Class
5:00PM Youth

9:00 AM Walking
Club
11:30AM Georgia’s
Girls/We Care
6:30PM Bible Study

7:00AM UMM
Breakfast

Bulletin
Information Due

REMEMBER
VALENTINE’S
DAY

17

18

24

25

Bulletin
Information Due

21

22

23

9:00AM Exercise

9:00AM Walking Club
6:00PM Bell Choir
7:00PM Choir Cantata
Practice

9:00AM Exercise
12:00PM Good
Neighbors

Bulletin
Information Due
SPIRE INFO DUE

26

27

8:30AM Safe Harbor
9:30AM Worship
10:45AM Sunday
School
3:00PM Sewing Class
5:00PM Youth

9:00 AM Walking
Club
6:30PM Bible Study

CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation;
everything old has passed away, see,
everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5: 17
“Seeking God and God’s Kingdom First” “Seeking to Be the Body of Christ, the Church”
“Seeking to Live as Disciples” “Seeking to Discover the Joy of God”

Church Office: 812-867-3920
Fax: 812-867-3723
Office e-mail: centenary@mw.twcbc.com
www.centenaryevansville.com

14340 Old State Road
Evansville IN 47725
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Centenary United Methodist Church
“Pointing Life in the
Right Direction”
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