
The Southern Baptist Convention & Freemasonry  
BACKGROUND FOR THE STUDY ON FREEMASONRY 

At the 1985 Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas, Charles Z. Burchett of 
Kirbyville, Texas, introduced a resolution: "Free-masonry [sic] Not Compatible 
with Baptist Faith and Message, Bold Mission Thrust, or Cooperative Program." 
The resolution was referred to the Home Mission Board (HMB) for study. (1) 

The HMB reported back to the 1986 Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta that 
"after a thorough study by the Interfaith Witness Department, it is the Board's 
conclusion that Freemasonry does not fall within the scope of assigned 
responsibility of the Home Mission Board." (2) The HMB report was accepted by 
the messengers to the Convention. The Christian Index reported that HMB leaders 
had concluded, "The Department of Interfaith Witness does not recognize 
Freemasonry as a religion." (3) During the 1992 Southern Baptist Convention in 
Indianapolis, James L. Holly of Beaumont, Texas, introduced a motion on 
Freemasonry: 

The Southern Baptist Convention in annual session June 9-11, 1992, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, directs the president elected at this convention, to appoint 
an ad hoc committee for the study of the compatibility with Christianity and 
Southern Baptist doctrine of the organization known variously as the Masonic 
Lodge, Masonry, Freemasonry and/or Ancient and Accepted Rite of Freemasonry. 
This study is to encompass any and all branches and/or lodges thereof. 
Furthermore, the Convention directs the president to appoint this committee 
within thirty days of the conclusion of this convention and to charge this 
committee with the responsibility of bringing a report with recommendation to 
the convention which is to meet in Houston, Texas, June 1993. (4) 

Alvin Rowe of Rockledge, Fla., moved to amend the motion. His amended motion 
passed: 

(1) "Proceedings," 1985 Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention (Nashville: 
Executive Committee, Southern Baptist Convention, 1985), p. 69. 



(2) "One Hundred Forty-First Annual Report, Home Mission Board," 1986 Annual 
of the Southern Baptist Convention (Nashville: Executive Committee, Southern 
Baptist Convention, 1986), p. 175. 

(3) The Christian Index, April 3, 1992, p. 2. 

(4) "Proceedings," 1992 Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention (Nashville: 
Executive Committee, Southern Baptist Convention, 1992), pp. 60-61. 

The Southern Baptist Convention in annual session June 9-11, 1992, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, directs the Interfaith Witness Department of the Home 
Mission Board to study the compatibility with Christianity and Southern Baptist 
doctrine of the organization known variously as the Masonic Lodge, Masonry, 
Freemasonry, and or Ancient and Accepted Right [sic] of Freemasonry. The study 
is to encompass any and all branches and or lodges thereof. Furthermore, the 
convention charges the Home Mission Board with the responsibility of bringing a 
report with recommendation to the Convention which is to meet in Houston, 
Texas, June 1993. (5) 

Messengers at the 1992 Southern Baptist Convention approved a resolution "On 
Christian Witness and Voluntary Associations." While not mentioning 
Freemasonry, many observers concluded its intent was directed at Freemasonry. 
Resolutions are not binding on local churches, but represent the opinions of the 
messengers present and voting. Still, resolutions are often used as guides by local 
churches. The resolution stated: 

WHEREAS, We are called to be in the world but not of the world; and 

WHEREAS, We are called to maintain biblical standards of holiness and to avoid 
compromise of our Christian witness, or cooperation which would threaten that 
witness: and 

WHEREAS, We are called to maintain Christian witness openly before the world; 
and 

WHEREAS, We recognize the value of many social, fraternal, and philanthropic 
organizations. 



Therefore, Be it RESOLVED, That we, the messengers to the 135th session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, call upon all Christians to maintain personal purity 
in all activities, associations or memberships; avoiding any association which 
conflicts with clear biblical teaching, including those teachings concerning the 
taking of oaths, the secrecy of activities, mystical knowledge, or racial 
discrimination; and 

Be it further RESOLVED, We affirm that biblical doctrine is to be open and public 
knowledge and that the Christian faith is to be a clear and public expression of the 
truth that Jesus Christ is the only means of salvation, that the Bible is our infallible 
guide, and that salvation comes by the Gospel [sic] of grace and not by works; and 

(5) Ibid., p. 86. 

Be it finally RESOLVED, That we urge all Southern Baptists to refrain from 
participation or membership in organizations with teachings, oaths, or mystical 
knowledge which are contrary to the Bible and to the public expression of our 
faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ, which must be above all reproach. (6) 

The Historical Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention examined a 
comprehensive index of SBC annuals from 1845 to 1965 and found no mention of 
Freemasonry or any topic that appeared related to Freemasonry. No resolution 
on the subject of Freemasonry appeared in a list of resolutions between 1965 and 
1992. The staff of the Historical Commission also examined titles of theses and 
dissertations in Southern Baptist theological seminaries, an index to the minutes 
to the Home Mission Board and the Executive Committee, and other sources in 
their library and archives. Lynn E. May Jr. concluded, "We cannot say with 
absolute certainty that the subject of Freemasonry does not appear in the 
Convention annuals in the past, but that appears to the case." (7) 

(6) Ibid., pp. 89-90. 

(7) Letter from Lynn E. May Jr., executive director-treasurer of the Historical 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, August 14, 1992. 

 


