
      

Faith: A Gift From God 

1. Of Every Sheep of Christ 

Faith or belief is a gift from God. Divine Faith is 
not something man can produce on his own. 
God graciously gives it to man. Men who are 
not His sheep do not believe, because they 
are not His sheep. John 10:26. Jesus said to 
the Pharisees "But ye believe not, BECAUSE 
ye are not my sheep, as I said unto you. My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me (KJV)" 

2. Of the Reason the Gospel is Believed 

The reason the gospel is believed by anyone 
is because God Himself gives them faith. 
Romans 12:3 "For I say, through the grace 
given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, according 
as GOD HATH DEALT TO EVERY MAN THE 
MEASURE OF FAITH." 
 
The "every man" in the context is the "every 
man among you" or those who were “already 
Christians.” Not everyone has faith. 2 Thes.3:2 
"for all men have not faith" and obviously there 
are numerous unbelievers. 
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3. Of the Grace to be Believing 

Philippians 1:29 "For unto you IT IS GIVEN in 
the behalf of Christ, not only TO BELIEVE ON 
HIM, but also to suffer for his sake." 

The King James translators well conveyed in 
the term “Given” the full implications of the 
term from which they translated it; specifically, 
from the Greek term in the Textus Receptus 
“Grace-Charis.” 
 
Ephesians 2:8 "For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and THAT NOT OF 
YOURSELVES, IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD."  

 

Again, the King James translators left no doubt 
for the reader as to the origin of Grace and 
Faith: Not out of us: The salvation that is by 
grace through faith is a gift from God.  
 

4. Of “the faith of God’s elect” Titus 1:1 

 Scripture states that Jesus is the author and 
finisher of our faith - Hebrews 12:2 "Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." 
 
Acts 3:16 "yea, the faith which is by him (not 
just 'in' him, but BY Him) hath given him this 
perfect soundness " 
 
Acts 18:27 "he helped them much which had 
believed THROUGH GRACE." It wasn't just 
that they believed "in" grace, rather it was 
'through grace' that they believed. 
 
Acts 14:27 "…they rehearsed all that God had 
done among them, and how He had opened 
the door of faith unto the Gentiles:" God 
opened the door causing Faith to enter. 
 
Acts 16:14 "Lydia...whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of by Paul" 

 

Acts 15:9 "and put no difference between us 
(believing Jews) and them (believing Gentiles) 
purifying their hearts by faith." God purified 
their hearts by faith, not 'because of' faith. God 
purified their hearts from the stains of unbelief: 
With the faith that originates from God, hearts 
are purified from unbelief. 
 
Acts 13:48 "and AS MANY AS WERE 
ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LIFE BELIEVED." 
Being “ordained to eternal life” preceded their 
believing. The reason they believed is because 
God had ordained them to faith in the gospel. 
 
1 Peter 1:21 "Who by Him believe in God that 
raised him up from the dead" Again, it is BY 
HIM that we believe in God. 
 
2 Peter 1:1 "…to them that have obtained like 
precious faith with us through the 
righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ." 
 
They obtained this faith: They were once 
without it, now they “obtained it.”  

 

5. Of the faith God gives 

1 Cor. 3:5-6 "Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, 
even as the Lord gave to every man? I have 
planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the 
increase." You can preach and teach gospel 
truths, but unless God Himself gives the 
increase and causes the seed to sprout and 
grow, there is no belief and no life. 

 

 

 

 

6. Of the New Birth and Divine Faith 

1 John 5:1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is 
the Christ is born of God: and every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is 
begotten of him. KJV 

Each person “born of God” IS BELIEVING that 
JESUS the CHRIST. The King James 
translators made it clear that the New Birth 
assures that the one newly born of [out from] 
God is one who is believing that Jesus is the 
Christ. Believing that Jesus IS the CHRIST is 
evidence of God’s gracious act to generate 
faith by His Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


