
The word study continues: Faith part 2. Text: Hebrews 11:4-7. (From our SS 

workbook page 48- ). Hebrews 11 is called the “Hall of Faith” of our heroes 

of the Bible. Our study centers on the first three faithful servants of God. 

“4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which 

he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about 

his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.”  

(Genesis 4:1-8). Fast forward to the second son of Adam and Eve, 

Abel, now old enough to tend a flock of livestock (Cain old enough to 

tend a garden). I want you to notice two things: 1. that Cain brings his 

offering first and 2. it is from the fruit of his own labor. Abel also 

brings an offering. Something about the two are different. Not just the 

stuff offered. But from deeper within. Why was Abel’s sacrifice better? 

Hebrews 11 tells us that it was given “by faith.” 

Cain brought an offering. Produce from the ground. Genesis 4:4-5, 

“4 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of 

their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his 

offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard.” 

Here’s the suggestion: Cain only brought an offering compared to 

Abel’s bringing his first-fruits. Abel brought his best and his first. Cain 

just came with what he chose to give. Scripture tells us that sin was 

already overcoming the character of Cain. Where Abel is described as 

righteous and faithful. 

I believe that Cain gave out of his leftovers. Where Abel came with his 

first fruits. Cain came from his own labor. His human effort to offer 

God. Abel came offering God something not his own, an animal.  

I think also, that from this first recorded offering that we see a blood 

sacrifice. Abel had to kill his offering, he had to spill blood. Genesis 

3:21 says, “21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his 

wife and clothed them.”  

Unless there is a naked animal walking around, something had to die 

to cover their sin. Their sin cost something its life. Blood was shed.  

By Faith Abel offered a better sacrifice. A blood sacrifice. Pointing to 

the ultimate blood sacrifice. Jesus. The Lamb of God. 

 

And by faith- that blood covers our sins! 



 


