
GCBChurch@Home word study: Sanctification    3/30/2020 

Hey Faith Family! I hope you’re getting something from our attempts to continue to connect 

and grow. As this continues, I will work on lessons springing from the Sunday school curriculum. 

Let me know if you have any questions as well. 

From Sunday’s video (https://youtu.be/gK5YcS02_-Q )we learn two aspects of the word 

sanctified. One has to do with our being “set apart.” Imagine picking something from a bunch. A 

single grape from a vine of grapes; or a single M&M from a bagful. You and I have been “set 

apart” from a world of sinners and have been “Set apart” to be part of God’s people. In this 

usage of the word it refers to a one-time event at the moment of our salvation. But also, from 

1st Corinthians 6:9-20 we see that we are to be presently active in doing something to stay “set 

apart.” (I am not saying that we must work to “stay saved.”).  I think scripture does say that we 

must personally pursue a lifestyle of being “set apart.” When Paul tells us to “flee immorality” 

in 1st Corinthians 6:18 or that our bodies are not to be used as vehicles to practice sin; the bible 

is telling us that we have a responsibility in sanctification.  

It’s in this usage of the word I want us to focus on this week: being sanctified. 

1st Thessalonians 4:1-7  “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, 

that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as 

you actually do walk), that you excel still more. 2 For you know what commandments we gave 

you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, 

that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel 

in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know 

God; 6 and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord 

is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly 

warned you. 7 For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 

Pulling from verse nine, stated positively, God has called us for the purpose of sanctification. 

After our initial conversion experience (when we are born again: Saved), we then grow up in 

that salvation. We become what salvation has declared us to be: holy. (Remember to keep 

those two things separate. We are saved by grace alone. As a free gift from God. The reward/ 

result of Jesus’s substitution on the Cross. (Salvation→Sanctification)). And now we grow up 

from that “new birth”(John 3).  Sanctification is the process, the changing of our lives to 

become more like our Master.  

Notice in verse one that Paul describes it as our walking to please God. He uses negative 

pictures following by saying what we ought not do. And when we look at Romans 6 we will see 

this changing lifestyle moving from what we are not to do toward what we should be doing. 

Sanctification is the process that the Holy Spirit takes us through for the rest of our lives. 

Sanctification is our “becoming” what we are called to be: Holy. It’s what it means to be a 

Christian! To become more like Christ (Ephesians 4).  

https://youtu.be/gK5YcS02_-Q


Q:Do you want proof that you are saved? A:Are you being transformed (changed) sanctified?  

Next time: Romans 6 will show us more of this picture. But for now, consider this: 

 Romans 12:1-2 

Therefore, I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you 

may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 


