
Tabernacle UMC – COVID-19 In-Person Worship Guidelines 
 
 
Committee Members:    Mary Riner – Chair, Larry King – Pastor, Gary Watson, Betty Rowell, 
Jean Usher, Lee Thornton, Tricia Brown, Olivia Vincent, Sam Courtney,  Jodie Plyler,  
Steve Plyler 
 
On Wednesday, June 3, 2020, a newly formed committee of Tabernacle congregation 
members met to discuss guidelines for re-opening the church for in-person worship services.    
Please read the guidelines below and feel free to give any committee member feedback on 
them.   This is un-charted territory, and our guidelines may change.   At this time, we are using 
the recommendations from the SC United Methodist Conference, the Rock Hill District, and 
also some best-practices from other local churches. 
 
Tabernacle will begin In-Person Worship Services on June 14, 2020. 
 
First and most important:  In-person church attendance is voluntary and a personal 
decision.  Please do not feel pressured to attend if you are uncomfortable in a public 
place.   If you are not feeling well or you are in a high-risk population, please continue 
to participate in Worship at home.   Tabernacle will continue with our Facebook Live 
coverage of the services for the foreseeable future. 
 
There are many aspects of Worship which will change or be modified.  The list below is not 
exhaustive and may change as the environment surrounding the COVID-19 virus changes. 
 

 Entering the Church:  Please enter through the FRONT DOOR of the church.  If you 
have difficulty with the front steps, please alert an usher for special entry through a side 
door.  Please practice 6-foot social distancing while entering the sanctuary. 

 Bulletins & Envelopes:  Bulletins and offering envelopes will be on a table in the 
narthex.   Please pick these up as you enter.  All Bibles, hymnals, pencils and offering 
envelopes have been removed from the pews.  Pews will be wiped down and cleaned 
before each worship service. 

 Seating:  Ushers will direct you to your seat.   Every other pew will be closed.  Pew 
cushions will be removed from the rows you use.  You may bring your own cushion.   
Family members who live together in the same household may sit together.   Please 
allow 6-foot social distancing between seated families.   

 Facial Covering:   Face masks are encouraged, but not required, while in the sanctuary.   
Tabernacle will have a supply of disposable masks.  You may also wear your own cloth 
masks. 

 Sunday School/Nursery:  There will be no Sunday School or nursery child care 
provided at this time. 

 
 



 Restrooms:   Please try to avoid using restrooms, as they will have to be cleaned after 
each use.   If you have an emergency and must use the restroom, please leave the 
sanctuary by the side door corresponding to the side on which you are sitting.  The 
restroom in the front hall will be used only by the pastor, with no access for the 
congregation.   

 Offering:  Offering bowls will be located at each exit door.  Please drop your offering 
into the bowls as you leave. 

 Singing:  The SC United Methodist Conference recommends that congregations avoid 
singing in worship gatherings.   However, if you are wearing a mask you may sing 
softly inside your mask.  We will have one person sitting in the back corner of the choir 
loft with a microphone to lead hymns.  If you are not wearing a mask, please do 
not sing. 

 Parking Lot:   If you would like to continue to hear the worship service from your car, 
we will continue to have a speaker on the front porch. 

 Exiting the Church:  The ushers will direct row by row to exit the sanctuary. Please exit 
the sanctuary by the side doors corresponding to the side on which you are sitting.  
Doors will remain open so congregation members do not have to touch doorknobs.  
You may drop your offering in the bowl as you leave.   

 
 
 
The committee will continue to meet and discuss these guidelines on a weekly basis.  Please 
contact any committee member if you have questions or suggestions. 
 
 
 


