
Worship Assistants  

 
Crucifer:  

    September 4- Chandler Bundy 

 

Acolyte:  

    September 4- McKenzie Bundy;  

    11- Claire Plyler; 18- Kaden Plyler;                                  

    25- Preston Bailey 

 

Lay Reader:  

    September 4- Mildred Parker;                                             

    11- Dwayne Plyler; 18- Clara Sexton;  

    25- Suzan Courtney 

 

Ushers- 

     Sam Lowery, Gavin Poston, Steve Plyler,       

     Gary Watson  

 

Children’s Church          
9/4- Amy & Chandler; 9/18- Jill & Jarrett 

9/25- Leslie & Stephanie;  

10/2- Felicia & Zach; 10/16- Rhonda & Olivia 

10/23- Vickie & Zayn; 10/30- Amy & Chandler 

11/6- Jill & Jarrett; 11/20- Leslie & Stephanie 

 

 

 

Lauren Rowell 

2903 Lakeside Common - Apt. 108A 

Tampa, FL 33613 

 

Alaina Brown 

345 Research Drive - # 78 

                Athens, GA 30605 

 

                Holly Usher  

                501 Fenton Place - Unit K 

                Charlotte, NC 28207 

 

     Nick Watson 

     129 Congaree Mill Lane 

                West Columbia, SC 29169 

    ----------------------------------------------------- 

   Please continue in your thoughts and prayers-  

     Margaret Hughey 

                1110 Marshall Road 

                Greenwood, SC 29169 

                Phone number (864) 227-7842 

 

 

 Epworth’s Annual 

Work Day Offering          
Sunday, September 11, 2016 

Please consider giving to                  

Epworth as they are not an apportioned item in 

the Annual Conference budget. Work Day is our 

opportunity to support Epworth’s ministry. 

Special offering envelopes will be furnished on 

this day. 

GOOD YEARS                                                          

The September gathering will be                   

Thursday, September 8 at The Front Porch in 

Richburg, 11:30am. **  Please note a change for 

the October gathering- Betty Rowell’s back 

porch on Tuesday, October 18 at 11:30am. 

                                                                            

Tabernacle Meals on Wheels Delivery          

September 12-16; October 3-7 / October 24-28                            

November 14-18 

                                                                       

Altar Flowers                                                 

September 4- Twitty; 18- Courtney                          

October 2- Rowell Reunion; 23- Courtney;                 

30- Plyler                                                               

Available dates- September 25; October 9, 16 

and all Sundays in November- all Sundays 

        

Light in the Darkness                                 

Gospel of John Sermon Series                                     

 September 4th - read chapter 15, 

            sermon on 15:1-17                                       

 September 11th - read chapters 16-17,

  sermon on 17:1-19                    

 September 18th - read chapters 18-19,

  sermon on 18:33-38                      

 September 25th - read chapters 20-21,

  sermon on 21:1-14 



Daily Tasks 
 

When I awoke this morning, I asked, “How shall I live this day?”  
The answers were all around me:  

 
The fan said, “Keep your cool.”  

The ceiling said, “Aim high.”  
The window said, “Look outside yourself.”  
The clock said, “Every minute is precious.”  

The calendar said, “Stay up to date.”  
The door said, “Take advantage of opportunity.”  

The floor said, “Kneel down and pray.”  
 

—Unknown (adapted)  
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News of Grave Interest                                                                            September 2016  

 

Three weeks ago I was taking my four-legged babies for a ride and noticed a lady in the 
cemetery. It is unusual to find someone visiting the cemetery during the hot months of 
summer and this particular day was unusually hot.  I am always on the look-out for visitors to 
the cemetery.  I generally learn something about a grave that I didn’t know.  Although I am 
eager to learn I am respectful of their purpose for visiting.   I have a system of my own that I 
use to help me decide if I should stop or not.   There are those that want to be alone to 
meditate, pray or just have a personal visit with a loved one.  Then there are the “browsers” 
and the “hunters”.  The browsers are walking the rows reading various markers.  The hunters 
are looking for a specific grave.  I only stop for the browsers and the hunters.   

On this day as I drove past the church the lady that I noticed was definitely wanting to be alone 
and I didn’t stop.  On my return trip 30 minutes later she was a browser so I decided to stop.  
And as usual, it was a learning experience for me.   

I introduced myself and she told me who she was.   She said she had been visiting her fathers’ 
grave and was browsing through the rows looking at various markers.   She was a Rowell with 
many relatives in our cemetery.  We walked among the markers as she told me of the relations.  
She just happened to mention that her grandmother’s sister was buried in an unmarked grave 
at the back of the cemetery.  You can imagine how far my radar shot up!! 

I asked her if she knew where the grave was.  She replied that she did and would show me. She 
said the lady died about 40 or so years ago.   Without hesitation she walked to the first grave 
in row #20. 

The cemetery has 20 rows with approximately 40 plots per row.  Each plot has a number 
indicating the row and the plot.  For instance, the 14th grave on row 12 is #1214.    

I immediately began researching the unmarked grave.  I told Mary Riner about the discussion I 
had with the lady.  We began to brainstorm the identity because there were some 
discrepancies with the name I had been given.  And as we do so often, we refer to the 1985 
copy of the cemetery records compiled by Claude and Margaret Hughey with input from Steve 
Plyler.  We saw that plots 2001, 2002 and 2003 were recorded in the book as M. Rowell, C. 
Rowell and M. Rowell respectively.  The graves are all unmarked.  The next two plots were 
recorded as Wilson Rowell.  Wilson Rowell has a CSA veteran marker on his grave but the next 
plot labeled Wilson Rowell is unmarked.   

 



The “hunt” was on!  Census records for Wilson Rowell showed he and his first wife Mary Ann 
Rowell had several children.  The girls were Mary, Matilda, Cynthia and Alice.  Mary Ann died 
young and is buried at Tabernacle in grave #511.  Alice died three years after her mother and is 
in an unmarked grave at Tabernacle.  Wilson remarried to Martha Gardner.  They had one child, 
a son named Robert Wilson Rowell.  Robert married Lois Whitaker.  Robert and Lois had one 
child, a daughter named Annie.   The 1880 census for Robert Wilson Rowell indicates he is living 
in the Buford community with his wife Lois, 5yr. old daughter Annie and his three sisters, 
Matilda, Mary and Cynthia. 

After much research and discussions with some in the community that knew the family, Maxie 
and I have determined that the first three graves are those of Matilda, Cynthia and Mary.  
Martha Gardner Rowell is probably in the unmarked grave beside her husband Wilson.  Robert 
Wilson Rowell and his wife Lois are in marked graves nearby.  Annie married and moved to 
Gastonia.  She and her husband had one child.  I found Annie’s obituary.  She died in 2014 and 
her husband and daughter are still living.  I located her daughter and have been communicating 
with her.  She said her mother did not talk about her family but they did visit Tabernacle and 
the Rowell family when she was growing up.  She was able to tell me where her mother lived.  
The log cabin is still standing as well as the log cabin that was the home of Wilson and Martha.  
The location is near Whittle Road on Shiloh Unity Road. 

That 20-minute stop at the cemetery on a hot summer afternoon resulted in a wealth of 
information!  As I have said before, it is the thrill of the hunt. And what a hunt it was!   

 

Happy Hunting, 

Karen 

 

 



From the Pastor's Desk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week I travelled to Columbia for a training. On the drive through Lancaster and Great Falls, I 

found these two church signs. I was amazed at their similarities and simple differences! 

 

How many times have you used this phrase? TGIF!! It is proclaimed with excitement and anticipation 

as we "thank God it's Friday". We dream of time off and relief from the office. We think of rest and 

relaxation. We make plans for fun outings and sporting events. There is such joy to look forward to 

the weekend!  But think about how you use the phrase - TGIF.  

 

Two churches, without many miles in between, found inspiration in the phrase TGIF and yet saw two 

different ways to remember and interpret it. Mitford Baptist Church in Great Falls uses this phrase: 

TODAY GOD IS FIRST. Camp Creek United Methodist in Lancaster uses this phrase: 

 THANK GOD I'M FORGIVEN.  

 

There are so many ways to interpret and remember the phrases, events and happenings of everyday 

life. But that is precisely the point, it is important to find the value in all the ways in which something 

can be understood.  Both of these signs help me to put God first in my everyday life. God should be 

first in all decisions and activities and always with a grateful reminder that I am above all forgiven. 

How wonderful to spot them both on the same day and on a path I normally travel! 

 

How will you interpret TGIF in your everyday life? Will you find yet another way to remember and 

interpret this phrase? I pray that you continue to find ways to cherish forgiveness and put God first in 

the everyday experiences of life.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

    Pastor Heather 


