
From the Pastor's Desk 
I broke my own rule. This month's church sign picture is not one 

that I photographed myself. I found this on Facebook. But given 

the death of such a profound artist, I couldn't resist the 

opportunity to include it in my newsletter for the month of May. 

As you can also tell, I couldn't resist quoting Prince in worship 

or my sermon Sunday. Please indulge me just a little bit more! 

 

Here is a little background about this church in Oklahoma from 

an article on TulsaWorld. 

(http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/local/university-united-

methodist-church-s-sign-tribute-to-prince-

goes/article_74d097dd-a09b-5b87-919f-3d4bbb178e7d.html) 

About an hour after hearing the news that music legend Prince 

had died Thursday, the Rev. Nathan Mattox at University United 

Methodist Church had found a sort of catharsis. Mattox, 37, is a 

huge Prince fan. He finds much of the artist’s work to be 

“multivalent,” which speaks to the message Mattox often communicates at the Tulsa church. So for 

Mattox, putting a tribute to Prince on the church’s sign was just a way of coping with the loss of a figure 

harkening back to his youth. 

“Dearly beloved, we are gathered here today to get through this thing called ‘life,’ ” the sign stated. “RIP 

Prince.” The church shared a photo of the sign on Facebook, with the caption, “Punch a Higher Floor, 

brother.” Both messages are a reference to “Let’s Go Crazy,” one of Prince’s most well-known songs. 

Thursday’s message on the church’s marquee on Fifth Street at the University of Tulsa campus resonated 

large, not only with the many passers-by but all over the Internet. The likes of BuzzFeed, religious humor 

Twitter handle @UnvirtuousAbbey and ESPN’s J.A. Adande, among others, shared the photo.  

 

The rest of the article details how the pastor and the church were amazed at how this picture went 

VIRAL.  What can we learn from this? 

1. Prince was an incredible artist that touched many hearts. You could easily discern that the world was 

in mourning when news of his death was publicly announced. Any glances at social media were 

inundated with Prince tributes. Prince was amazing and will be missed by many.  

 

2. For this to go viral means that it was more than just for love of Prince. His lyrics and messages 

contained truth swept up in beauty of melody and art. He said in song what the rest of us couldn't.  

 

3. I think that for a church to put this on their sign is profound. The message for me is one of courage. 

How many times do we come to church and want everything to be perfect? How many times when we 

do just that, our hearts are hurting greatly and we don't feel like we can share?  Here is what I want 

you to think about today -- shouldn't the church be about supporting each other as we get through this 

thing called life? Doesn't that mean sharing the not so perfect and walking through the hard stuff 

together? Let's be honest and real in church. Let us be authentic as a community trying to come 

together and figure it out by following Jesus. When we gather as the church (within the four walls of 

Tabernacle and outside), we don't have to come in perfection because we have figured it all out. We 

must come in truth, trying to figure it out together by looking to Christ. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Heather 
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EPWORTH CHILDREN’S HOME  

 MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2016 is designated as the Annual Mother’s Day 
Offering for Epworth Children’s Home. As faithful Methodists, let us consider what God is 

calling us to give to support our church’s ministry to children, remember Christ’s command 
to let the little children come to him. He embraces them, welcomes them, loves them, and 

teaches them. Epworth has answered this call to let the little children come. Your 
contribution enables Epworth continue to provide tutoring, counseling, health care, fun 

activities, and the spiritual formation these children need to heal and belong. 
100% of your Mother’s Day Offering provides care for the children at Epworth, as this is 

not an apportioned item in the Annual Conference budget. Mother’s Day is your 
opportunity to support Epworth’s ministry. 

Please give generously by using the envelopes provided on Sunday, May 8. 
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In good times and bad,                                                                                                                                                    
God never changes! 

http://www.tabernacleumc.net/


 

 
Please join us for an afternoon of musical entertainment 

Sunday, May 15 at 2:00pm as some of  
Tabernacle’s finest students will be performing.  

 
_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  

Children's Church  
 
May 1-  Vickie and Zayn / May 8-  Contemporary Service/Mother's Day / May 15-  Amy and Chandler 
May 22- Jill and Jarrett / May 29- Leslie and Stephanie 
 
June 5 - Felicia and Zach / June 12 - Contemporary Service / June 19-  Rhonda and Olivia 
June 26 - Vickie and Zayn 
  
July 3 - Stay in church /July 10 - Contemporary service / July 17 - Amy and Chandler  
July 24 - Jill and Jarrett / July 31 - Leslie and Stephanie 
  
August 7 - Felicia and Zach / August 14 - Contemporary Service 
  
*** If you are unable to do the date listed, feel free to switch with someone else.  If there is a last 
minute need, just let Leslie know and she will cover or find coverage. 
 
*** You are welcome to bring a craft, lesson, or DVD for the Children to do on your Sunday.  It is 
getting warmer outside, so you can choose to do that as well. 
 
*** Smarties and Dum-Dum suckers can be found in the second bottom white cabinet in the breezeway 
if you want to give them a treat. 
 
*** We want the children to sign 2-3 cards every Sunday  (Get Well, Sympathy, Cheer, Congratulations, 
etc.).  Leslie will give you those prior to church every Sunday and retrieve them from you after Church 
so that she can mail them.  We also have "We Missed You this week at church" cards and postcards.   
 
*** The Children are also wanting to have little after-church fundraisers at different times during the 
next few months to earn money for their "Imagine No Malaria" fundraiser.  We will get info to you as 
available on that, but it would be little things the kids could put together during Children’s Church time 
and then have available for the congregation after church for donations or specified amounts (almost 
like a lemonade stand type set-up). Any ideas and help with this would be greatly appreciated! 
 
*** See Stephanie, Leslie, or Heather for any questions.   
 
 



 
 

Congratulations to  
Will Robinson on his 

upcoming graduation 
from Andrew Jackson 

High School.  
 

---------------------------------- 
 

Trustee’s will meet Sunday, May 1 at 5pm. 
 
 

Women’s Circle will meet at the home of 
Suzan Courtney on Monday, May 2 at 7pm. 

 
---------------------------- 

 

 
FLIGHT Night News 

Upcoming Dates  
May 1 & 15 

We continue to have points 
opportunities for the Explorers.  

  
May 15 – end of Flight Party  

------------------------------ 
 

GOOD YEARS GROUP 
The Good Years group will meet  
at 11:30am on Thursday, May 12 
 at Betty Rowell’s (back porch).  

 
----------------------------------- 

 
May- 1, 8, 29- available 
15- Courtney; 22- Faile 
June- 5, available  
12, Courtney; 19- Rowell/Watts; 26- Riner 

 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
 
Crucifer 
May 1- Chandler Bundy 
June 5- Max Robinson 
 
Acolyte 
 
May 1- Avery Plyler                                    
May 8- Preston Bailey     
May 15- Kaden Plyler 
May 22- Olivia Vincent 
May 29- Courtney Plyler 
 
June 5- Claire Plyler 
June 12- Avery Plyler 
June 19- Preston Bailey 
June 26- Kaden Plyler 
 
 
Lay Reader       
 
May 1- Elizabeth Hyatt 
        8- Youth Sunday, Mother’s Day 
      15- Suzan Courtney 
      22- Karen Flynn 
      29- Dwayne Plyler 
 
June 5- Mildred Parker 
June 12- Jill Laney 
June 19- Greg Sutton 
June 26- Clara Sexton 
        
 
Usher 
Zach Justice 
Zayn Sutton 
Gary Watson 
Steve Plyler  
 
 
 



 
News of Grave Interest                                                                    May, 2016   
 
 
Mark your calendar:  Saturday May 14, 2016 at 2pm, Church Cemetery 
 
 
It is always nice when someone from outside our community shows an interest in our 
cemetery.  With the growing interest in genealogy it is generally someone searching for their 
ancestors.  The most recent interest is somewhat different and a “first” for our cemetery.  
 
Last year a gentleman contacted me for help in identifying all Confederate veterans buried in 
our cemetery.  He is a member of the Lancaster County Chapter of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans.  His group is trying to identify the burial location of all Lancaster County CSA 
veterans.   Lancaster County’s oldest surviving CSA veteran was laid to rest in Tabernacle 
Cemetery when he died.  Do you know who he was?  I told him I would see what I could do.  He 
shared his email and asked me to send him the list of names when it was completed.   
 
I didn’t realize what a task this would be.  I knew several head stones indicated the person was a 
CSA veteran but how would I find the others?  I worked on the project off and on for several 
months.  I identified eight graves of men who fought in the War Between the States on the 
Confederate side.  I knew there must be more but I did not know where to locate records that 
would help with the task.   
 
In the meantime my computer crashed, I lost all email addresses, the gentleman didn’t call back 
so I put the project on hold.  Then, last month he called.  He has a list of 20 names.  (I do not 
have the list at this time). He researched our cemetery through the website “Find a Grave” and 
crossed-checked all males born prior to 1850 with logs of Confederate soldiers that are located 
at the library.   
 
His group is interested in having a low-key ceremony to honor these men.  The ceremony is 
planned for Saturday, May 14, at 2pm in our cemetery.  Each of the CSA veterans will be 
recognized.  Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  We have never had such an event at 
Tabernacle.  
 Let’s make a big showing! 


