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FROM YOUR COORDINATOR . . . of 

        
June is graduation month.  Colleges and high schools across our 

country graduate students into a world of work, marriage, life, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

Matthew 5:16 

                                                                  
 
FROM YOUR COORDINATOR…  
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       Serving 23 Churches  

   It has now been nearly two months from the time when churches all 
around the U.S. began to restart their live in-person worship services. 
After more than 3 1⁄2 months without worship and fellowship, you would 
think Christians would have come racing back into their many church 
buildings. But to this point they haven’t. Rather than a mass rush back, 
an over- whelming majority of Christians across the country have decided 
that they are not quite ready to take a chance on church. I have to say 
that I can understand many of the reasons for folks to be wary due to 
health concerns. Yet, putting on my pastor’s hat, I can’t help but feel a 
bit troubled by the response. 
I, myself have witnessed reports of the resurgence of COVID cases that 
have forced voluntary quarantines for up to 14 days. Many restaurants, 
bars, salons, and other small businesses have been forced to re-close due 
to ignoring or loosely monitoring the wearing of facemasks and social 
distancing. The mere news of these occurrences presents a shutdown 
mentality to those already feeling threatened by the coronavirus. 
For many churches, outdoor services have been the answer. But not all 
churches are ideally set up for live outdoor services. Some church’s 
parking lots are not configured well or are split into different areas. In 
many cases the logistics of transmitting the FM signal can be a problem as 
well. Very large mega-churches would have to conduct numerous services in 
order to cover all of their members (What a problem to have!) Even then, 
attendance at many of these churches has fallen off as well. 
All of this has left me pondering the question: How will God’s church, and 
religion in general, endure beyond this pandemic? Amazingly, I did not 
have to look any farther than the Gospel text. 
In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says, “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome 
it.” Hades is the “place or state of departed spirits", also known as 
Hell, borrowing the name of the Greek God of the Dead. 
What Jesus is revealing to us is that nothing, not death, nor hell, nor 
anything in this life or in the life to come will stop Him from building 
His church, nor have the power to destroy it. Therefore, does this mean 
that the church will be able to endure COVID- 19? If Jesus says that NOT 
EVEN HADES can over- come it, that’s good enough for me! But now, the 
deeper question that we all must ask ourselves: Will our faith survive the 
coronavirus? 
Many of us who consider ourselves Christians may not give much 
consideration to how essential the church is to our spiritual health—even 
to our mental and physical health. Strengthening faith involves support 
systems, being accountable to others and living in community. When a 
Christian is cut off from the church, whether due to a virus, a 
transportation issue or for any other reason, that person will tend to 
wither in their faith and drift away from Christ. The faith of most any 
individual will not flourish when hidden in seclusion. That is a  
 
foundational reason for the Church’s existence. In order for our faith to 



 
 
individual will not flourish when hidden in 
seclusion. That is a foundational reason for 
the Church’s existence. In order for our 
faith to survive and flourish, it requires 
the support and accountability of other 
Christians. 
Now, I realize that some of us are not 
capable of attending in-person church 
services at this time. We have Seniors living 
in retirement settings and there are those 
dealing with health issues who would be most 
susceptible to the coronavirus. I would 
encourage those of you who fall into either 
or both of these categories to refrain from 
returning until you feel confident that it 
would be safe for you to do so. 
In the meantime, PLEASE keep attending online 
every Sunday! Online church is the next best 
thing to going to an in-person worship 
service, especially if you keep it 
interactive. Give words of encouragement to 
others who are attending online with you. 
Reach out to me or another member who you 
feel you can confide in. Ask them to pray 
with you, online or by phone. Keeping up 
communication with others you trust is so 
important to your faith and to your mental 
health. This is all a part of living in a 
loving Christian community. It’s about being 
Church! 
But while some of you can’t attend in-person 
services, many can. While there is no denying 
that the chances of contracting the 
coronavirus or passing it onto someone else 
is much lower if you remain in isolation, 
there comes a time when you must ask 
yourself: What are the risks to my physical, 
emotional and spiritual health if I don’t go 
to church? What is really holding me back? I 
would encourage you to listen to the words of 
Romans 8:15 “The Spirit you received does not 
make you slaves, so that you live in fear 
again; rather, the Spirit you received 
brought about your adoption to sonship. And 
by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
Each time we step outside our front door, we 
face risk to some extent. But mostly up to 
this point in time, we have not faced the 
type of dangers that we face at this moment. 
In our minds, at least for some of us, living 
for the glory of God far outweighed the 
nominal risks of everyday life. For me, this 
same reality is true even when dealing with 
this pandemic. 
That being said, I want you and your faith to 
be able to withstand the trials of this 
pandemic. Therefore, in whatever way 
possible, make church—whether online or in- 

 
person—a priority for you and your family 
every week. I believe that it is vital that 
you and your family’s faith survives COVID-
19. While it is so easy to get out of rhythm, 
to become complacent and sleep in, the best 
way to strengthen and secure your faith is by 
worshiping with other believers—the rest of 
your family in Christ! 
I pray for your good health, your safety, and 
for God’s Peace and Blessings to be with you. 
Rev. Dr. Timothy D. Lipp 
Victoria Baptist Church Pastor 
SBA Moderator 

 

 

                  WMU SOUTHSIDE ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. Judy Clay, Director 

101 Hamlett Dr. 

Blackstone, VA  23824 

Telephone: 434-298-0730 (home) 434-294-2107 (cell) 

E-mail: clayjjl@gmail.com 
 

WATCHWORD:  "My dear friends, stand firm and 

don't be shaken.  Always keep busy working for the 

Lord.  You know that everything you do for Him is 

worthwhile."         I Cor 15:58. 

 

OUR MISSION:  Is to inform and inspire Christians 

to influence their world for Christ. 

 

Crossroads Camp and Conference Center 

Celebrates 35 years 

If you or anyone you know has been impacted by 

Crossroads faithful ministry over these 35 years, 

would you consider donating $35.00 for this 

important ministry?  $35.00 for 35 years celebration.  

This collection will continue thru December, 2020.  

link to donate:  

>https://crossroadsccc.wufoo.com/forms/wcdac0u1ho

3dna/<  

 
PRAYER AND ACTIVITY CALENDAR 
 

 Women’s Get Away Nov. 6-7, 2020 will not be 

held at Eagle Eyrie this year due to COVID 19.  Be 

looking for information on the REFRESH Virtual 

Women’s Conference on November 6-7.  There will 

still be special speakers and break outs and we still 

need to register so that we can have a quorum for the 

business of the WMUV.  Information will be 

forthcoming from Richmond WMUV as to how to 

plan to participate.  Please let me know when you 

register, I will try to set up a place that SBA WMU 

can safely meet and participate. 

mailto:clayjjl@gmail.com
https://crossroadsccc.wufoo.com/forms/wcdac0u1ho3dna/%3c
https://crossroadsccc.wufoo.com/forms/wcdac0u1ho3dna/%3c


       CHURCH NEWS 

 

ASH CAMP:  We have started meeting in the sanctuary with 

some listening from their car radios. Dr. Tony Brooks will be 

speaking while Pastor Ted is on vacation. We are collecting food 

for the back pack school program.  

 

BLACKSTONE: Our Church  has been praying,  meeting and 

listening to God for guidance in the call of our next pastor.  Our 

prayers have been answered as we have called and voted on Dr. 

Ted Fuson as our part time pastor.  Ted and his lovely wife 

Margaret have been with us each Sunday since June. We have 

met outside and now we are back in the sanctuary. We are so y 

excited to share this good news with everyone.  Please come visit 

us and hear his messages!  Things are looking brighter as we 

start this new quarter of 2020! We ask that you continue to pray 

for us as a congregation working together for God’s Kingdom 

and with the guidance of Ted Fuson.  

 

BURKEVILLE: Our Church continues to hold our worship 

services outside as our members have chosen this method 

during the COVID pandemic.  Our choir has also met outside 

on a couple of occasions to gather in spirit, song, and praise. 

Pastor Woody Fisher filled in for our new Pastor Paul Beith on 

Sunday, Sept. 13, 2020, as Pastor Paul is recovering from 

shoulder surgery. Though a very painful process, Pastor Paul 

was able to preach from his chair the next Sunday.  And a great 

message too!  Please pray for his continued healing. We plan to 

hold our traditional Homecoming Services on Oct. 11, 2020 at 

11:00 a.m. and Revival Oct. 12, 13, and 14 as well with Roger 

Roller as our guest speaker.  The Revival services will also be 

held outside in our parking lot beginning at 6:30 p.m. each 

evening.  Nothing will keep us from acknowledging and 

worshipping our Lord and Savior. May God continue His 

blessings on all. 

 

CREWE:  The CBC congregation approved the nominations 

for the Pastor Search Team on Sunday, August 30th at a short 

Business meeting after church. The congregation also approved 

the nominations of the Committee on Committees and the 

Nominating Committee, and the nominations for new deacons. 

We continue to have services in the Sanctuary each Sunday am 

while practicing social distancing and wearing masks. On 

Sunday, September 13th, we held our annual picnic, which was 

catered this year due to the Corona Virus, at Mullins-Starke 

Camp and Retreat Center. Time Kreis continues to lead our 

Bible Study each Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. The study is on 

the Book of Revelation. Handbell practice started on Thursday, 

Sept. 10th  at 7:00 p.m. and the Quilters started quilting on 

Monday, September 14th  at 10:00 a.m. Our WMU is sponsoring 

a non-perishable food drive to coincide with Global Hunger 

Sunday, October 11th. The drive ends on November 1st. Our 

WMU will meet on Wednesday, October 7th at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. The next Baptist Men’s Dinner and Deacons 

Meeting will be held on October 6th  with dinner at 6:00 p.m., 

deacons meeting to follow. 

 

 

DUNDAS:  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; and 

His greatness is unsearchable. (Ps. 145:3).  How blessed we are 

for the freedom to worship in the house of the Lord. May God 

continue to bless our churches in the Association as we worship 

and observe the health guidelines. We are preparing shoeboxes 

for the Samaritan’s Operation Christmas Child.    

 

EUREKA:  Our church has been able to successfully restart all 

weekly programming, including Sunday School and Wednesday 

night Bible Study, both of which started back up in September. 

We’re now in the process of revamping our youth program, 

which will be led by our intern, Derrick Wood. The church had 

a very successful work day in mid-September where several 

members attended on a Saturday morning to clean and spruce 

things up around the church. With an open pavilion and 

adequate seating for social distancing, we are now able to offer 

free internet to students in need. At this time, Eureka is 

collecting donations and plans to have a representative at each 

Walk for Life event (September 26 at the High Bridge Trail in 

Farmville and October 3 at the Courtland Festival Park in 

Appomattox) supporting the Pregnancy Support Center of 

Southside Virginia. While this pandemic has thrown a 

curveball, we continue to find ways to reach our community 

with the hope of the Gospel. 

 

HERITAGE:  Covid-19 is still with us, but Heritage Baptist 

Church is continuing to move forward.  We are still holding 

indoor and outdoor services each Sunday.  We recently had our 

first parking lot business meeting  which went very well.  In 

addition to our adult Bible study via ZOOM each Sunday 

afternoon, we have begun Wednesday evening Bible Study on 

the lawn.  Participants are invited to bring lawn chairs and 

their own dinner and to eat during the Bible Study. Our youth 

group, The Herd, is also meeting on Facebook and in person.  It 

is so wonderful that they can still gather while meeting Covid 

guidelines.  A volunteer team from Heritage is continuing to 

help with the Chase City Rebuild along with other churches’ 

volunteers.  On Saturday, September 26th from 6:30 – 7:30 

Heritage is hosting “A Call to Prayer.” All are invited to come 

and join us in prayer for others and our country. 

 

JONESBORO:  Another month has come and gone and still 

the Covid-19 remains the big news maker.   We are so blessed 

that none of our congregation has been sick and that we can 

continue to gather in our sanctuary each Sunday at 11:00 a.m. 

for worship.  Sure do miss our Sunday School and Bible studies 

and especially miss our hugs and fellowship around the table.  

Our deacons have begun to meet again and the Praise Band 

with the children has been meeting weekly.  We are sad to 

announce that our annual Homecoming, planned for the second 

Sunday in October, has been cancelled but our invited guest 

speaker, Rev. John Upton, Exec. Dir of the BGAV, will still 

come and lead us in worship.  We so look forward to having him 

join us.  A WORK day is planned for October 10th as we spruce 

up our grounds for fall, followed by our annual Harvest Day 

meeting.  Our Prayer Warriors have begun to gather for prayer 

following worship on the 3rd Sunday of each month.  World 

Hunger will be observed on the last Sunday as we return our 

filled rice bowls and gather for a RICE lunch following 

worship.  We encourage everyone to PRAY, PRAY, PRAY and 

PRAY some more for our nation and for our upcoming  

election.  We know God has this and we trust Him to get us 

through this challenging time.  God Bless and Stay Safe!! 



 

KENBRIDGE:  Our church members thank God that we are 

now able to meet together for worship in the sanctuary each 

Sunday.  We practice safe social distancing and abide by the 

guidelines.  For those who cannot attend for health reasons, our 

Interim Pastor, John Carey, tapes his sermons on Vimeo for 

viewing.  Our Music Director, Nancy Pennington, submitted her 

resignation in August. She retired after 30+ years of dedicated 

service to our church.  Each week she provided us with 

worshipful music and she is greatly missed.  We continue to 

collect for the Alma Hunt Offering. We had Clean-up Day on 

Sept. 19th.  Men and women worked at the church and at the 

parsonage.  Because of the virus, the ladies in the WMU have 

not met.  We hope everyone will remain safe and well!  We 

thank God for His goodness to all of us!! 

 

PISGAH: Our church is having services inside each Sunday 

morning.  Come join us to receive an inspirational message and 

experience wonderful music and fellowship.  In addition, Bible 

study is held each Sunday evening at 6:30 p.m. at the 

church.  Tune in to 870 AM to hear Pastor Wallace on morning 

devotions Oct.5-9 and November 2-6.   Pisgah had an exciting 

VBS during the week of September 13-17. Youth enjoyed 

games, food, crafts and great messages of faith and learning.   

The youth have also been busy with car washes and other 
activities.   Our Saturday morning community breakfasts have 

started back with the next one on October 10th at 7:30 

a.m. Continued prayers for our members who are ill, those 

effected by fires and flooding, and our country.  Praise be to the 

Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens.  Psalm 

68:19. 

 

SHARON:  Fall is in the air and it feels good!  We continue 

inside worship with some restraints.  Recently we enjoyed Rev. 

Sid Rodriguez message while Pastor Mann and wife Cynthia 

took a break.  Pastor Mann is teaching a series of classes on 

baptism for the young people and youth.  We recently had a 

missions day to update our knowledge on the missions we 

support.  Shoeboxes are here for Operation Christmas Child, so 

pick up one or more.  Thanks to all the volunteers, who 

continue to serve.  Many thanks to Phil and Claudia Somers for 

the music – sounds great!  Give thanks for the blessings in your 

life and pass them on.  Pray for our nation. 

 

VICTORIA: We continue indoor worship services on Sundays 

at 11:00 a.m. in our sanctuary with social distancing. Our 

services are still being recorded live on the church Facebook 

page for those who wish to attend from home. The church has 

also started to meet in small groups for Bible Study during the 

week as well as at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings for children, 

youth and adults.  Our Pre-school began on September 8 for 3 

and 4 year old’s and is going well.  We are planning a Fall 

Festival for children on Sunday, October 11 at the church at 

2:00 p.m.  We are grateful to everyone who has supported and 

helped us during these unusual times.  God Bless you all and 

stay safe!   

BCM NEWS 

 
While an unusual one, the BCM has been having a great 

semester. We are now settling into our rhythm of weekly 

meetings. Each week our students have been meeting for 

student led Bible Studies. We have been averaging 18-20  

 

each week, which has been exciting. This has been a big 

area of growth for us this year. We are continuing to 

invest in and disciple our student leadership team. Most of 

the leadership team have not previously served in a 

leadership role prior this. It has been great to watch them 

to grow and to see them start to take ownership of our 

events and worship at BCM. We are thankful that 

Longwood & HSC have not seen major spikes in cases on 

campus and that we have been able to continue in person 

meetings. Please pray for our students as they continue to 

adjust to new regulations on campus. Many of our 

students are taking at least one class that is virtual which 

has been a tough transition. Thank you for your 

continued support and prayers for our ministry! 

 

Austin Williams 

Interim Campus Minister   

Baptist Collegiate Ministries  

Longwood & Hampden-Sydney  

 
 

DDM HOME NEWS 

 
Matthias, who lives at the DDM Home next door to 

Heritage Baptist Church,  has a birthday coming up 

October 28.  Because of the Pandemic, these guys are not 

able to have visitors and go out like they used to.  Please 

remember him with a birthday card and a Walmart or 

restaurant giftcard if you are in a position to do so.  I 

talked with Nicole, the manager at the home and she said 

you may call her at (434) 755-5677 if you'd like to drop 

something off at the front door for Matthias.  If mailing 

anything, send to:  DDM Home Attn.:  Matthias (no last 

names may be given) 1752 Heritage Lane, Farmville, VA 

23901. 

 
 

                      WMU SOUTHSIDE ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. Judy Clay, Director 

 

Dear Ladies, 

 

 Is the sun shining where you are?  Remember when you 

have the Son in your heart, you take him with you 

wherever you go. Be thankful always.  Thank you, God.  

 Mike and I have been on the road for a few weeks and 

we have witnessed some of the awesomeness of our God 

and His Creation.  We serve a Mighty God!!! 

 I hope you are encouraged daily as you study God’s 

Word, listen to what He is saying to You and watch what 

He is doing all around us.  And please, don’t let your 

expectations get in the way, and please don’t miss the 

small things!   

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

May God bless you as you serve, 

 Judy Clay, Director 
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       RETURN SERVICE REQUEST 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
************************************************************ 

 

The Southside Baptist Association  Fall 

Meeting scheduled for October 18th  has been 

cancelled due to the Covid 19.  

 
************************************************************ 

 

ATTENTION CHURCH CLERKS:  The ACP  

Reports have been mailed out to all of the 

churches in the SBA .  Please contact Jean 

Fowlkes with any questions at (434) 767-

3738; Email: jeanfowlkes@gmail.com.  

The completed ACP should be mailed to her 

by the deadline of October 12, 2020. 

Address:  1215 Grape Lawn Rd., Burkeville, 

VA 23922.  Thanks! 

 
********************************************* 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

Pray for the SBA churches seeking a pastor:  Crewe 

Baptist Church, Farmville Baptist Church and 

Kenbridge Baptist Church. 

Pray for all the churches in the SBA, the pastors and 

the WMU. 

 

Pray for the Baptist Collegiate Ministries and Austin 

Williams, Interim Campus Minister. 

 

Pray for the upcoming election Nov. 3rd and be sure 

to Vote. 

 

Pray for our policemen and for their safety. 

Pray for Rev. Clyde Shelton. 
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