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FROM YOUR COORDINATOR . . . of 

        
June is graduation month.  Colleges and high schools across our 

country graduate students into a world of work, marriage, life, and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

Matthew 5:16 

                                                                  
 
FROM YOUR COORDINATOR…  

 

 

     October is pastor’s appreciation month.  During 

this month, please recognize your pastor and his wife  
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       Serving 23 Churches  

 

   Let me begin by introducing myself as the new moderator of the SBA. I am the pastor of Victoria  

   Baptist Church and began my service there Dec. 2018.  I am married to my wife, Beth Lipp, for the  

   good part of 18 years now, we will celebrate our anniversary on June 8th. We have two children:  

   Sophie is 11 years old and is a rising sixth grader at Lunenburg Middle School, and Cohen is 2 years  

   old and is working on getting into as much trouble as a toddler can. 

 

   I accepted this position in the winter and quickly things began to change for all of us as individuals  

   and our churches in the way we conduct life.  Life has taken an interesting turn for all of us in the 

  form of isolation to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 

   Self-quarantine and social distancing have become the new normal due to the coronavirus protocol.  

   and in lieu of our loss of personal contact with one another, some individuals become lonely, leading 

   to anxiety and depression.  Some don’t know how to reach out to others which compounds their 

   loneliness. The impact could become greater with the uncertainty of how much longer this self- 

   isolation drags on. 

 

   In an article I recently read published by the medical staff of Northwestern University, strategies are   

   suggested for coping with the loneliness of being stuck at home. 

 

   The first suggestion is to Stay Connected. While web conferencing has become commonplace in  

   staying ‘face-to-face’ with co-workers, it is also a great way to connect with friends and family. Talk 

   amongst each other by phone, for sure, but helping set up Zoom, Facebook Rooms, or Skype  

   gatherings can add a greater sense of togetherness and belonging. Call your friends and neighbors—  

   especially if you know someone who lives alone. Remember that they have no one with them. Let  

   them know that we’re all in this together.” 

 

   If you are feeling stuck at home with family members, play games, read books or watch movies  

   together. Creating small positive moments like these can help you cope better with the stress of  

   having to stay home. Try keeping a journal of positive moments in each day to help you appreciate  

   what is good in all this.  

 

   Second, Use the Light—outdoor light! This promotes a strong immune system and positive mood.  

   This results in better sleep, better metabolism and healthier cardiovascular and immune functions. It  

   also can boost your mood and overall well-being. In contrast, dimming lights two to three hours  

   before bedtime can help enhance sleep.  

 

   Participating in activities has an impact on our mood, especially those that make us feel good.  

   Isolation and disruption to routine can create feelings of sadness and loneliness. To combat those  

   feelings, schedule at-home workouts to boost your mood. Take advantage of nice days by taking a  

   walk. Use social media as a form of enjoyment and for support. And maintain some kind of routine,   

   still waking up at a consistent, reasonable time. It feels less aimless with that big disruption in  

   routine.” While all of these are positive, helpful suggestions, if all of these approaches don't work,  

   what does? Is there a cure for loneliness? Is there some secret elixir that will fix this toothache of the  

   soul? 
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We need to begin with a correct interpretation of this warning 

signal. Loneliness is God's way of telling you that you have a 

relationship problem. While that may seem obvious, there is 

more to it than just keeping busy, or using virtual crowds in 

place of activities.  

 

God's answer to loneliness is not the quantity of your 

relationships, but the quality. Going back into the Old 

Testament, we discover that the first four of the Ten 

Commandments are about our relationship with God. The last 

six commandments are about our relationships with other 

people.  

 

How is your relationship with God? Is it close and intimate, like 

that of a loving, caring parent and its child? Or is your 

relationship with God cold and distant, only superficial?  

 
If you try to reconnect with God and allow your prayers to 

become more conversational and less formal, you will actually 

begin to feel God's presence. God’s Reassurance is not just your 

imagination. We worship a God who lives among God’s people 

through the Holy Spirit. Loneliness is God's way, first, of 

drawing us closer, then forcing us to reach out to other people.  

 

For some of us, improving our relationships with others and 

letting others get close to us is an unpleasant remedy to 

loneliness, as dreaded as taking your toothache to a dentist. A 

satisfying, meaningful relationship takes time and work. We are 

often afraid to open up. We can be afraid to let another person 

open up to us. Our past pain can make us distrustful.  

 

But friendship requires giving, and it also requires taking, and 

many of us would rather be independent. Yet the persistence of 

your loneliness should tell you that your past stubbornness 

hasn't worked either. 

  

If you muster the courage to restore your relationship with God, 

you will find your loneliness lifting. This is not a spiritual Band-

Aid, but a real cure that works. And in doing so, your risks 

toward others will be rewarded. You will find someone who 

understands and cares, and you will find others whom you 

understand and care about as well. Like a visit to the dentist, 

this cure turns out to be not only final but much less painful 

than you feared. 

  

I praying for you and your church during this difficult time. 

Know that you are not alone and if we can be of assistance at 

the SBA, please contact Lois at the office. 

 

Looking forward to being together with you all again!  

 

God’s Peace,  

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy D. Lipp  

Victoria Baptist Church  

SBA Moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WMU SOUTHSIDE ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. Judy Clay, Director 

101 Hamlett Dr. 

Blackstone, VA  23824 

Telephone: 434-298-0730 (home) 434-294-2107 (cell) 

E-mail: clayjjl@gmail.com 

 

EMPHASIS: “UNSHAKABLE PURSUIT” 

 

WATCHWORD: “My dear friends, stand firm and 

don’t be shaken.  Always keep busy working for the 

Lord.  You know that everything you do for Him is 

worthwhile.” I Cor. 15:58. 
 

My Dear Friends, 
Are you looking for blue skies and 
butterflies… Are you ready to walk 
in the sunshine?   Why don’t you 
take a walk with your Lord.  He will 
listen to your cares, your 
memories, and your praises.  What 
an awesome God!!! 

 
“Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
extol him, all you people.   
For great is his love toward us, and 
the faithfulness of the LORD endures 
forever. 
Praise the LORD.                                                    
Psalm 117: 1-3 

                                                                                   
In His Service,  
 Judy Clay   
 

BLAND MISSION UPDATE 
     I spoke with the Bland Ministry Center today and 
found that the center is starting to reopen for their 
clients.  All the Mission teams were cancelled.  
Sadly the SBA Mission Team was unable to go for 
our week in April due to Covid 19. 
 
     If your church has items collected for Bland, 
Mike and I will be traveling to Bland to take the 
items you have been collecting.  Please call me 
434-298-0730 to arrange to pick up or deliver.  You 
may also speak to Lois at SBA office for details. 
 
     Please plan to get your items to me by JUNE 
25,2020.         Thanks 
 

mailto:clayjjl@gmail.com


        CHURCH NEWS 

ASH CAMP:  As with all churches, Covid 19, has certainly 

changed the way we do church. For Ash Camp,  Pastor Ted has 

had a sermon on FaceBook each Sunday and we will soon be 

making a decision as to what this will look like for us in the next 

few weeks. As always, our members are faithful in connecting 

with others in their church family and community. We’ve met 

needs as they come and continue to seek ways to serve. We pray 

for our country and our churches more so during this unknown 

time and we look forward to the day when we can be together 

again!  Isaiah 41:10. 

 

BURKEVILLE:  Our church has been holding Drive-In 

worship services since March 23, 2020 due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic with remarkable attendance and very spirited 

worship.  Our Worship team of four has led in the singing with 

Pastor Paul continuing his vibrant messages with social 

distancing but "not from God".  Our church has also been 

serving the community through SEMS (Saturday Evening 

Meals for Seniors) by preparing a "home-cooked" meal free of 

charge to seniors and those "in need" during this stressful time.  

We have served over 200 meals every other week which began 

on March 28, 2020.  The next SEMS meal is scheduled for May 

24.  We will continue this service at least through June.  Though 

our ways of worship and communication are much different 

now, we will continue to love, worship and glorify God in 

whatever ways we can.  "With God, all things are possible."  

Matthew 19:26. 

 

CREWE:   Our church continues to share its Sunday 

morning Church Service via Facebook Live. The service can 

also be heard as usual on the local Radio Station WSVS at 11:00 

a.m.  On Sunday, June 7th, we will reopen with strict guidelines 

such as wearing a mask, social distancing of 6 ft. must be 

adhered to, the nursery and Sunday School are postponed until 

further notice, no congregational singing until further notice, 

and no items can be passed around such as offering plate and 

Lord’s Supper.  Pastor Sean is also on Facebook Live on 

Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. for a time of Bible Study.  

Bland Mission Trip was canceled but collection of non-

perishable items continues until May 31st.  A collection box is in 

the foyer near the sanctuary.  Our church reached its Annie 

Armstrong Easter offering of $2,000.  The church office remains 

open Monday – Thursday from 9:00 to 1:00.  We do encourage 

people to call or contact us by email before coming into the 

office.  Messages may also be left on the phone after hours as 

needed and you will be contacted on the next business day.  The 

2020 Going Beyond Simulcast with Priscilla Shirer was canceled 

due to Covid-19.  Flowers were delivered to our secretary, 

Kathie Rhodes for Administrative Assistant Day. 

 

DUNDAS:  We hope everyone is in good health and rejoicing 

in the Lord. Our church has been reaching out to our members 

and shut-in and others in the community by our pastor making 

DVD of his message and distributing them. We will start 

meeting in our church on Sunday, May 31st at 11:00 a.m. We 

will go by the State of VA “Phase 1” and its reopening plan. We 

want to open the doors of our church to those of you who are 

comfortable returning.  May God bless our church and the  

 

 

 

 

 

churches in the SBA and keep us safe as we continue to serve 

HIM.  We have been collecting items for the Bland Ministries. 

 

EUREKA: Our church like many others, adapted well to 

virtual church services, but, thankfully, reopened the doors on 

May 17, with restrictions. With Facebook watch parties, we 

were able to meet and communicate during services through 

comments, though we were always looking forward to 

reconvening in person. Easter was a bit different this year as we 

were unable to celebrate our risen Savior together with a 

sunrise service, but we did have a meaningful worship service 

on Sunday morning. The Eureka kids also enjoyed an Easter 

egg hunt the weekend of Easter with resurrection eggs hidden in 

their own yards. Each egg, with exception of the twelfth, had 

candy for the kids to enjoy. The twelfth egg was empty like 

Jesus’ tomb! The hustle and bustle of life has somewhat stopped 

with this pandemic and while there is some uncertainty, one 

thing is certain – God is in complete control and He continues to 

bless us daily. We just need to stop and count our many 

blessings. 

 

HERITAGE: Covid-19 pandemic, quarantine, worshipping 

and serving God ---- that was the theme for the month of May at 

Heritage Baptist Church.  We held drive-in church services in 

the parking lot every Sunday with live streaming on Facebook.  

We even had parking-lot communion.   What a blessing this has 

been.  This experience reiterated the fact that we can worship 

God any time, any place, and under any circumstances.  During 

this time, our Helping Hands Quilters, as well as other 

volunteers, made face masks for the local hospital and other 

essential workers.  A community vegetable garden was also 

planted and tended by church volunteers.  Doorknob flyers 

were made giving people the opportunity to walk around 

neighborhoods, praying for families in front of their homes and 

then leaving the flyers on their doors to let them know they had 

been prayed for.  In June, we plan to return to limited indoor 

services following quarantine guidelines and possibly continuing 

the drive-in services for a while so that people feel comfortable 

and safe worshiping in either place.   And finally, President 

Trump declared that church services are essential.  AMEN! 

 

JONESBORO:  What an unusual spring we have all been 

through and are still going through, but we know that God has 

this and we will be fine.  After the states mandatory shut down 

in March, we were not able to have church from the middle of 

March until finally we were able to gather for our first "drive 

in" service on Easter morning.  Boy did we miss our usual 

Easter celebrations but we were glad to be back at church, even 

if staying in cars and listening to the message over the radio.  

This continues still until perhaps the first Sunday in June when 

we hope to move back inside while still having lots of 

stipulations and changes in place but thankful that the end is 

hopefully in sight.  Really do miss our fellowship together and 

we know that the church never closed because WE, the people, 

are the church and it's not about the building.  We praise God 

that we have all remained well and that we can continue to 

Share His Love in new and creative ways.  May God continue to 

bless each of you.   
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JUNE CALENDAR 

 

 

SBA Association Week of Prayer has been re-

scheduled June 14th – 20th. 

 

     Offering envelopes will be mailed to the churches 

the second week of June.  This year we are dividing 

the Association offering equally between two of our 

missions:  Our DDM home in Farmville and the 

BCM debt retirement for their building at Longwood 

University.  Please send this offering to the 

association by September 15, 2020. 
 

 

The SBA Executive Board Meeting for June 16th has 

been cancelled.  
 

 

                       JUNE 21ST 

                

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

Pray for the SBA churches seeking a 

pastor: Blackstone Baptist Church and 

Kenbridge Baptist Church. 

Pray for the twenty-three churches in our 

SBA Association. 

Pray for the Baptist Collegiate Ministries 

and Austin Williams, Interim Campus 

Minister. 

 

Pray for IHBA church and their pastor 

Rev. Connie Gascon. 
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 Baptist Collegiate Ministries Update:   

 
Another school year has come to a close for the BCM. 

Even though we have not been able to meet in person with 

students since Mid-March, BCM has actively been connecting 

with students each week. Each week we have been hosting 

weekly zoom gatherings for our students to connect and share 

updates and encouragements with each other. It has been 

encouraging to see the ways these students have adapted to the 

challenges they’ve faced this semester.  

 

BCM has now shifted into summer mode. Throughout 

the summer, we will be hosting a weekly zoom Bible Study for 

our students. This started two weeks ago and the students seem 

to be enjoying it. One of our student leaders has also been 

putting together weekly virtual game nights for our students to 

hang out and see one another. 

 

Please pray for BCM and our students this summer as 

we try to connect with them. Please also pray for the leadership 

of Longwood & Hampden-Sydney as they make plans for the 

Fall semester. 

 

Thanks, 

Austin Williams 

Interim Campus Minister 

  

  CHURCH NEWS 

MT. NEBO: Our church continues to worship to the best of 

our abilities. We had drive-in Sunrise Service on Easter 

morning and have had drive-in services the next 4 Sundays. Our 

attendance’s for the drive-in’s have been really good (about 75) 

each service. On May 17th we went back inside trying to follow 

the guidelines and all went well considering the distancing, 

masks, disinfecting and so forth. We have followed the 

guidelines for the number of people meeting together for 

Wednesday night prayer meetings and held the numbers to 

under 10, but we have not missed one since the pandemic 

became known. God is ever so good and continues to bless us as 

individuals and as a church family in many ways. Hopefully, 

Memorial Day brought to our attention the blessings of being 

Americans and the thousands of faithful men and women who 

have sacrificed for all of us to be able enjoy life. More than 

anything, we should remember our being free from the burden 

of sin the blood of Jesus, , The Only Way). God bless the 

association, which is people, and may we all stay safe.   “FEAR 

NOT“. 

MT. TIRZAH: In the midst all of the changes and 

uncertainties that we have experienced over the past few 

months, our church has continued to be a source of spiritual 

growth and community. Recent events have served to reinforce 

our understanding that the church is not a physical location. We 

are the church and our worship and work for the Lord does not 

end when the building doors are closed. While our last service 

in our church building was on March 15, we have continued to  

 

 

worship together and support one another in a variety of other 

ways. To that end, our pastor has delivered a message every 

Sunday through our church Facebook page, website, and/or 

through drive-in services, including a special drive-in sunrise 

service on Easter Sunday. We have shared sermon outlines, 

prayer requests, praises, devotions, and announcements via 

email and virtually celebrated births, birthdays, anniversaries, 

graduations, and other milestones. On March 25, we began 19 

days of prayer leading up to our Easter celebration, praying for 

our world, our nation, one another, those on the front lines, and 

for God to heal our land. Each day we received a devotion and a 

prayer via email so that we could pray for and with one 

another. (We actually continued this a few days longer and 

ended up with 21 days of prayer on April 14.) We held drive-in 

services at the Charlotte Court House ball park throughout 

May, using a local radio station to tune into the sermon. Prior to 

the lock down, we were collecting gender-neutral socks and 

toothbrushes for Operation Christmas Child boxes, and we plan 

to continue collecting items when we resume activities in the 

church building. We also held our monthly fellowship dinner 

and business meeting on March 10, and we look forward to 

sharing fellowship in person in the future. Sermons can be 

viewed at:   www.mttirzahbaptist.com/sermons.html or  at 

www.facebook.com/mttirzahbaptist 

 PISGAH:  Rice Community Sunrise Service was held at 

Pisgah Baptist Church on April 12 at 7:00 A.M.  Those in 

attendance enjoyed a special drive-in message titled “He is 

Risen” by Reverend Earl Wallace.  The 11:00 a.m. service was 

also held in the church parking lot and included music 

performed by Charlie Knapp and Ethan Hanks.  What a 

Blessing to have so many in attendance as we offered praises to 

God and shared His Word.   We had to cancel our regular 

prayer breakfast but  hopefully will resume at a later date . The 

Pastor will be on WFLO for morning devotions June 15-19.  We 

are still having our 6:30 P.M. Bible Study each Sunday and 

luncheon fellowship at noon on Tuesdays. Everyone is invited. 

Pisgah plans to continue Sunday services in the church parking 

lot as long as possible. We have had a remarkable attendance. 

All have enjoyed the music provided and the messages brought 

to us in special ways.  Thank you Charles Knapp, Linda Reid, 

and Pastor Earl. Come join us!  Church announcements will be 

made on Facebook.  Stay safe and PRAY! 

SHARON:  We feel very blessed at our church to be able to 

enjoy “drive-in” church with our Pastor John Mann.  We even 

observed the Lord’s Supper on Easter Sunday. Springtime is a 

beautiful season to enjoy the great outdoors. May we soon 

overcome this most inconvenient and deadly situation that grips 

our world and continue to find new ways to serve others in 

Jesus Name. 

VICTORIA: We began drive-in church on Easter Sunday at 

Neblett Field in Victoria. After the move to Phase 1 of 

reopening in Virginia the services were moved to Mimosa Park 

across from the Courthouse in Lunenburg. This new venue 

offers drive-in as well as outside seating while keeping social 

distancing. We hope to move back into the church in June. VBS 

is tbd this summer potentially in July or August. We received a 

food grant from the BGAV and have helped local feeding 

programs as well as individuals with food related needs 

including assisting with groceries.  

http://www.mttirzahbaptist.com/sermons.html
https://www.facebook.com/mttirzahbaptist
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