THE BLESSING OF THE SECOND BORN
Gen 48:9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath
given me in this place. And he said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will
bless them.
Gen 48:10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And
he brought them near unto him; and he kissed them, and embraced them.
Gen 48:11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo,
God hath shewed me also thy seed.
Gen 48:12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed
himself with his face to the earth.
Gen 48:13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's
left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought
them near unto him.
Gen 48:14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head,
who was the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands
wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn.
Gen 48:15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,
Gen 48:16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my
name be named on them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let
them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.
Gen 48:17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head
of Ephraim, it displeased him: and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from
Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head.
Gen 48:18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the
firstborn; put thy right hand upon his head.
Gen 48:19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also
shall become a people, and he also shall be great: but truly his younger brother
shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude of nations.
Gen 48:20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying,
God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh.
Gen 48:14
Israel stretched out his right hand, etc. - Laying hands on the head was
always used among the Jews in giving blessings, designating men to any office,
and in the consecration of solemn sacrifices. This is the first time we find it
mentioned; but we often read of it afterwards. See Num_27:18, Num_27:23;
Deu_34:9; Mat_19:13, Mat_19:15; Act_6:6; 1Ti_4:14. Jacob laid his right hand
on the head of the younger, which we are told he did wittingly - well knowing

what he was about, for (or although) Manasseh was the first-born, knowing by
the Spirit of prophecy that Ephraim’s posterity (All of Ephraim’s descendants)
would be more powerful than that of Manasseh

THE MEANING OF THE BIRTHRIGHT
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

That the first-born were peculiarly consecrated to God, Exo_22:29.
Were next in honor to their parents, Gen_49:3.
Had a double portion of their father’s goods, Deu_21:17.
Succeeded him in the government of the family or kingdom, 2Ch_21:3.
Had the sole right of conducting the service of God, both at the tabernacle and
temple; and hence the tribe of Levi, which was taken in lieu of the first-born,
had the sole right of administration in the service of God, Num_8:14-18; and
hence we may presume, had originally a right to the priesthood previous to
the giving of the law;

GOD THROUGHOUT HIS WORD HAD PREFERRED THE
YONGER TO THE ELDER
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

It was Able before Cain
Shem before Japheth
Isaac before Ishmael
Jacob before Esau
Judah and Joseph before Reuben
Ephraim before Manasseh
Moses before Aaron
David before his Brethren

THE FIRST IN SCRIPTURE IS SOMETIMES RELATED AS
BEING FINITE
(Limited, Predetermined, restricted)

1Co 15:44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a
natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
1Co 15:45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.
1Co 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.
1Co 15:47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord
from heaven.
1Co 15:48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.
1Co 15:49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly.
Php 3:21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his
glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all
things unto himself.

THOUGH THE NEW BIRTH WE BECOME REBORN
1. It takes the new Birth to overcome our sinful nature that we were born with:
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others.
Eph 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved
us,
Joh 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Joh 3:4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can
he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born?
Joh 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
Joh 3:6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of
the Spirit is spirit.
Joh 3:7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.
Mat 9:16 No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that
which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse.

Mat 9:17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break,
and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new
bottles, and both are preserved.
2Co 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

THROUGH THE NEW BIRTH, WE RECEIVE THE BLESSINGS OF
THE FIRSTBORN
Mat 19:30 But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be
first.
Mat 19:30
But many that are first, etc. - The Jews, who have been the first and most
distinguished people of God, will in general reject the Gospel of my grace, and
be consequently rejected by me.
The Gentiles, who have had no name among the living, shall be brought to the
knowledge of the truth, and become the first, the chief, and most exalted people
of God.
Gal 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse
for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
Gal 3:14 That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through
Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.
Gal 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put
on Christ.
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Gal 3:29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise.
Heb 12:18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched,
and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and
tempest,

Heb 12:19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which
voice they that heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to
them any more:
Heb 12:20 (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And
if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust
through with a dart:
Heb 12:21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly
fear and quake:)
Heb 12:22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an
innumerable company of angels,
Heb 12:23 To the general assembly and church of the
firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge
of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
Heb 12:24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than
that of Abel.

