FROM START TO FINISH
Heb 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
Heb 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Heb 12:3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.
Heb 12:4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.
Luk 14:27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me,
cannot be my disciple.
Luk 14:28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down
first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish
it?
Luk 14:29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able
to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him,
Luk 14:30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

1. The Job of the ministry is to get people to heaven:
2Co 11:2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
2Co 11:3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his
subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
2. It is a lot easier to get people saved than to keep them saved.

THE BEGINNING IS LIKE A GREAT RACE
1. Acts 2:38, Oneness of God, Holiness, running the isles, talking in
tongues, revival services, fresh fire, fresh love. No room for
criticism and fault finding.

1Co 9:24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.
1Co 9:25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible.
1Co 9:26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that
beateth the air:
1Co 9:27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway.
1. Cloud of witnesses, Heaven cheering us on, friends are looking on, eternity
is in your sights. Looking for that finish line.
2. Standing on the promise of God to continue the work that He started in my
life.
Php 1:5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
Php 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Col 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I
Paul am made a minister;
2Ti 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
2Ti 3:15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
2Ti 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
2Ti 3:17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.

1Co 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord.
MEN THAT FINISHED WELL

Paul:
2Ti 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of
an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.
2Ti 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure
is at hand.
2Ti 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith:
2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
Joh 4:34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me,
and to finish his work.
Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place
which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went
out, not knowing whither he went.
Heb 11:9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him
of the same promise:
Heb 11:10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God.
Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death;
and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his
translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

Heb 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
Heb 11:14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a
country.
Heb 11:15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence
they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.
Heb 11:16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
MEN WHO FINISED WRONG
1. The one who found grace in the eyes of the Lord and saved a world:
Gen 9:20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:
Gen 9:21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered
within his tent.
Gen 9:22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and
told his two brethren without.
Gen 9:23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their
shoulders, and went backward, and covered the nakedness of their father; and
their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness.
Gen 9:24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had
done unto him.
Gen 9:25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto
his brethren.
2. King Saul: Started out humble and a mighty man of God, but ended up with the
spirit of the Lord departing from him and being troubled by and evil spirit.
Later wanting to hear from God finds himself at the door of the witch of Idor.
1Sa 10:6 And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon thee, and thou shalt
prophesy with them, and shalt be turned into another man.

3. Abner:
2Sa 3:31 And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were with him,
Rend your clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And
king David himself followed the bier.
2Sa 3:32 And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king lifted up his voice,
and wept at the grave of Abner; and all the people wept.
2Sa 3:33 And the king lamented over Abner, and said, Died Abner as a fool
dieth?
2Sa 3:34 Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into fetters: as a man
falleth before wicked men, so fellest thou. And all the people wept again over
him.
4. Judas:

Kiss the Door of Heaven and ended up in Hell

ALL OF US MUST NOT BE DITRACTED BY THE CARES OF LIFE
AND THE DECEITFULNESS OF RICHES AND KEEP OUR EYE ON
THE PRIZE.
That I may finish my course with joy, distracted

Act 20:22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that shall befall me there:
Act 20:23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds
and afflictions abide me.
Act 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto
myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I
have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
2Ti 4:6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at
hand.
2Ti 4:7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith:
2Ti 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.

2Ti 4:9 Do thy diligence to come shortly unto me:
2Ti 4:10 For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is
departed unto Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.
2Ti 4:11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is
profitable to me for the ministry.

