March Messenger
St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 202 S 1st. ST. Bloomfield, NE

!
“Spring Ahead”
daylight saving time
March 8th

Special presentation
First Century Coins
March 11th, 6:30 pm

!

Popcorn and Theology
Sunday March 15th, 3:00 pm

!

Chili with the Bishop
March 16, 6:00 pm Wayne.

!

Palm Sunday
Sunday March 29th

Our Mission:
following Jesus,
growing in Jesus,
connecting others to Jesus
and His work

Midweek Lenten Services
each Wednesday through Lent
6:00pm supper, 6:40 Learning
7:00 pm Worship

Council Meeting Minutes
ST. MARKS LUTHERAN CHURCH!
COUNCIL MEETING!
FEB. 11TH, 2015!

!

President Friedrichsen called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm.!
Present members: Wally Holz, Kathryn Zeber, DJ Friedrichsen, Pastor Tim, Heather Gubbels,
Kevin Millikan.!
Absent members: Jason Hefner, Kristel Loecker, Joyce Bertschinger, Joe Hunhoff!
Financial reports were read/discussed.!
Correspondence was passed out by Pastor. Mainly thankyous for year end donations. !
Approval of the minutes. Motion by Kathryn and 2nd by Kevin to accept. Carried.!
Pastors report: informed council about activities last month.!
Committee reports:!
!
Worship—Lent services will be themed based-different each week!
!
Christian Ed—Would be great if we could have more Sunday school teachers!
!
Visitation—Kathryn visited one person!
!
Memorial—Correction-Andrew Folck donation was $1100 not $100.!
!
Property—auto door paid off, talked about networking the parsonage and church internet.
!
There would be an initial charge to do this, but could save in the long run.!
!
Stewardship, Mutual Ministry, Community Life, Fair Stand—no report!
Old Business.!
!
Constitution updates—work in progress!
!
Nominations—no other nominations received!
!
Annual meeting items—DJ and Pastor went over!
New Business.!
!
Policy review next month—what can be expected from St. Marks regarding funerals; !
!
Head Ushers, Ushers, etc.!
Mission—A new idea is brewing. A discussion for Habitat for Humanity in Bloomfield and the !
!
possibility for creating affordable housing.!
!
Q125—collecting 125 items from all churches in town—TP, socks, undies, diapers.!
Upcoming events:!
!
March 16th!
!
Chili with Bishop in Wayne, 6:00 pm!
Devotions next month will be led by Jason.!
Having nothing else to discuss, it was motioned by Kevin and 2nd by Wally to adjourn at 7:48.!
The meeting concluded with the Our Father!

!Wally Holz, Secretary!

Election results from the annual meeting for congregation council 2015: !
DJ Friedrichsen and Wally Holz reelected for a second term. Missy Thiele elected for her first term.
Much thanks and appreciation given to Abby Folck, who submitted her name to the ballot. May God
continue to guide us as we seek to follow Jesus, grow in Jesus and connect others to Jesus and his work.

The Salt Shaker -being salt of the earth

Pastor Tim Koester

For the past several months, I have had the privilege of serving on
“Strategic Mission and Visioning Team” for the Nebraska Synod.

Tasting the kingdom.

• Animate Practices
Each Wednesday during Lent we dive
into the “practices of faith”. We start
at 6:00 with a meal, move to a time of
learning at 6:40 and finish the
evening off with worship at 7:00.
Topics include prayer, food, worship,
money, service and community. On
March 11th, special guest Dan Vacok
will be sharing his collection of 1st
century coins.

• Popcorn & Theology
“Premiers” March 15th @ 3:00 pm.
We’ll have popcorn of course and
you can bring anything else you
would like. First movie not decided
yet but will be appropriate for all.

• Annual Meeting recap
Due to the snow, our annual
congregational meeting was
postponed to Feb 15th. Thanks
everyone who was able to attend.
We had a wonderful turnout. We
approved a budget, reelected DJ
Friedrichsen and Wally Holz to
council and elected Missy Thiele to
her first term. We are grateful to
Abby Folck for putting her name on
the ballot as well. Judy and Bill
Sazama will be our voting members
at Synod assembly and we
introduced several building and
maintenance needs at the parsonage
and in the church sanctuary. No
action was taken but we look forward
to good conversation about needed
updates.

We have mostly finished up our work and will be reporting to the Synod
council next month and then this summer the voting members of the
Nebraska Synod Assembly will consider adopting this document as a
guiding strategy for the next five years. It has been a difficult, sometimes
frustrating, but in the end exciting process to be a part of. I can’t give
away the details just yet but I can say there is a boldness about it built
upon the hope that only God can give.
One of the many things I learned in the process is that there is an
amazing amount of ministry happening though this church. Certainly we
are not the only people God is using for ministry, but we can boast in the
Lord that good things are happening among us. Lives are being
changed. Good news is being preached. Needs are being met and there
is a renewed sense of being, and doing, church together.
Some want to say the church as we know it is dying. I say, “everyday” the
church as we know it dies and everyday a new one rises up in it’s place to
meet the needs of the world for that day. Certainly the church, like all
things, must change to remain alive and vibrant, but that has always been
the case. So let’s stop worrying about the church dying and instead put
our hope in the One who raises the dead to new life.
This month we journey the 40 days of Lent but we do so knowing full
well that Easter has already happened. You know there has never been a
Lent without an Easter. Our time of prayer and practice, of reflection and
discernment, is always done with the Light of Easter giving us reason to
hope. We do not have to fear when things are a changin’ because we
trust that God is in the middle of all things, working good when we least
expect it. That is hope for us personally and “corporately” as the church.
But as we all know, hope is often hard to believe, which is why we need
“church” more than ever. We need to gather and hear good news of love
and forgiveness. We need to come together to support and uplift one
another. We need to be both comforted and challenged by the
communion of saints that binds us to one another as sisters and brothers,
despite how young or old, rich or poor, sinful or saintly we happen to be.
Being a Christian is deeply personal, but it can never be private. That’s
why we need ‘church’, which is not a building or an organization (although
those are both important). Church is the plural of disciple. It is a
recognition that Jesus is bigger than one person, one congregation, one
community, one nation. “For God so loved the WORLD, that he gave his
only son”. The church may indeed die everyday as it gives up all thought
of self-preservation but everyday it is also raised up and filled with new
life, new energy, and new purpose in tune with God’s will. May the Spirit
empower us to live and serve with that hope in mind, knowing we don’t
have to be afraid. Easter is coming!

!

Lewis And Clark Mission Cluster Annual Meeting Recap!

[did	
  you	
  all	
  know	
  we	
  belong	
  to	
  a	
  ‘Cluster’?	
  	
  It’s	
  not	
  just	
  for	
  grapes!	
  ]	
  
The	
  NE	
  Synod	
  organizes	
  congrega3ons	
  into	
  area	
  groups.	
  	
  Ours	
  is	
  called	
  the	
  Lewis	
  and	
  Clark	
  Mission	
  
Cluster	
  and	
  includes	
  ELCA	
  churches	
  in	
  Wausa,	
  Harrington,	
  CroCon,	
  Bloomﬁeld,	
  Niobrara,	
  Spencer,	
  
Atkinson,	
  BasseH,	
  Maskell,	
  Bristow,	
  Plainview,	
  Creighton,	
  Coleridge,	
  and	
  Hardington.	
  	
  Twice	
  a	
  month,	
  
the	
  pastors	
  gather	
  for	
  text	
  study	
  and	
  once	
  a	
  year	
  we	
  hold	
  a	
  mee3ng	
  to	
  elect	
  representa3ves	
  for	
  
various	
  posi3ons	
  within	
  the	
  synod.	
  	
  This	
  year	
  we	
  nominated	
  two	
  people	
  who	
  will	
  be	
  elected	
  at	
  the	
  NE	
  
Synod	
  as	
  vo3ng	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  2016	
  ELCA	
  church	
  wide	
  assembly.	
  

!
The Lewis and Clark Mission Cluster had its annual meeting on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at Niobrara
Lutheran Church. The meeting was attended by pastors and lay leaders from various congregations within our
cluster. A recap of the meeting follows.
•

We began the meeting shortly after 10:00 a.m. with refreshments and Bible study, focusing on the
lectionary texts for the first two weekends in Lent

•

The meeting continued with attention to the following business items:
1) Nominations for two lay male leaders to be candidates to serve as voting members at the 2016
Churchwide Assembly in New Orleans, LA, August 8-13, 2016. Tim Rasmussen of Our Savior’sPlainview was nominated and approved by those present at the meeting. Wilton Johnson of Niobrara
Lutheran Church indicated his willingness to be nominated after the meeting, and was nominated and
approved by cluster pastors.
2) Representatives for annual Augustana Association meeting. Leroy and Glenda Hansen of TrinityHartington agreed to represent our cluster at the annual meeting in December, 2015.
3) Financial Review. The financial report prepared by cluster treasurer Richard Bloomquist was shared
with the group. It was suggested, motioned, seconded, and approved that Every Member Giving levels
remain the same for 2015 at 30 cents per baptized member. It was also suggested, motioned,
seconded, and approved that disbursements of funds support the following ministries as follows:
St. Dysmas Prison Ministry: $250.00
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Wayne State College: $750.00
Nebraska Synod Prison Ministry: $250.00

Following the business portion of the meeting, we celebrated Holy Communion and concluded the meeting with
a pot luck lunch.
Respectfully submitted - Rev. Derrick Fallon, cluster dean, February 21, 2015

!
Don’t	
  miss	
  the	
  premier	
  of	
  Popcorn	
  and	
  Theology	
  
March	
  15th,	
  3:00-‐5:00	
  @	
  St.	
  Mark’s	
  	
  
Popcorn	
  provided	
  but	
  bring	
  any	
  other	
  snacks	
  you	
  want.	
  	
  
The	
  movie	
  will	
  be	
  appropriate	
  for	
  all	
  ages.	
  
We	
  will	
  watch	
  and	
  then	
  have	
  	
  
a	
  short	
  discussion	
  about	
  how	
  the	
  	
  
movie	
  touched	
  us	
  and	
  connected	
  
our	
  story	
  with	
  God’s	
  story.	
  	
  	
  

!

<HDUˇWRˇ'DWHˇ)XQGˇ%DODQFH Financial
1/1/2011ˇWKURXJKˇ1/31/2015

Savings Account!

!
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!
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!

!
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!
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)*&
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!
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during LENT 2015 …every Wednesday

We are exploring 6 essential “practices” of faith:
prayer, food, worship, money, service and community.

light supper @ 6:00pm
learning activities @ 6:40pm
Worship in sanctuary @ 7:00pm

On March 11th, we will have a special guests Dan and Wilma Vakoc from Verdigree.
Dan has a collection of 1st century coins and will talk about their history starting at 6:40.

Holy Week begins on Sunday, March 29th with Palm Sunday and continues
with 7:00pm services on Maundy-Thursday and Good Friday. In
addition, an ecumenical Good Friday worship will be at the Community
Center at noon, lunch provided. Following the service, St. Mark’s will host
the “Carrying the Crosses” from the fair grounds to the cemetery. Easter
morning we celebrate with a 6:30 am “sunrise worship” followed by hot
breakfast, and then 9:30 am Easter Celebration worship.

ELCA Global Missions

!

Zach Corbin is a new ELCA missionary serving in Japan, where he will be teaching English as a second language in a
Lutheran high school in Kumamoto. He has written about his experiences as he becomes acquainted with his new
country.!

“It’s been close to three months now and it’s almost time for me to make a second move. For the last
three months I’ve been living in Tokyo. In early January, I will be moving to Kumamoto, which is in the
southernmost province of Japan. Provinces are similar to our states. I will have three more months of
orientation and training. In April the new school year begins and so I will begin to teach.!
“During my time in Tokyo I’ve tried to do a bit of sightseeing. There are many more places I will try to
visit while here in Tokyo. One trip that I’m planning to take is to a small town just outside Tokyo called Nikko.
It is famous for its very fancy and decorative Shinto shrine, one of the largest waterfalls in Japan and its hot
springs. I’m hoping to visit sometime after New Year’s. (A trip Zach did make. See the photo).!
“Along with getting to be a tourist while here in Tokyo, I have had Japanese language courses twice
a week. The sentence structure of Japanese is backwards compared to English, but that isn’t the difficult
part. I just need to keep studying the vocabulary. It’s slowly but surely getting better. One thing I have been
doing to help my lessons along is meeting with a gentleman I’ve gotten to know at church. I’ve been meeting
Akira-san almost once a week. We have coffee, talk about life. I try to use Japanese when I can and he
practices his English. I’m hoping to keep up language study once the school year starts even though it is not
required.!
“One of the host organizations for the ELCA mission program in Japan is the Japanese Evangelical
Lutheran Church. I am, of course, to take an active part in a congregation. While in Tokyo, I have been
attending Ookayama Lutheran Church. Attending this church and being with these people has been one of
my favorite things thus far. There are a few people who speak English, which at first helped with getting to
know people. But the whole congregation has been very welcoming.!
“This last week the kindergarten associated with the congregation had its Christmas program, and
they asked me if I wanted to be Santa Claus for the program. It was a lot of fun getting to see all the kids and
be a part of their Christmas. Afterwards I went out to lunch with the pastor and the teachers. The catch was
none of them spoke any English and my Japanese is so minimal that it is still hard to communicate.!
“Even with little to no communication, it was still a very fun time. I’m sad I will be leaving this
congregation soon to move to the prefecture of Kyushu, but I am excited to start the next part of my journey.”!
“Grace and peace, Zach Corbin”!

!
Update from Linda Johnson Seyenkulo

!

We received the following update from Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo, (Laurel Johnson’s sister) and our sponsored
missionary through ELCA global mission. The ebola crisis has prevented her from joining her husband and family in
Liberia, where her husband is the Lutheran bishop. For now she is helping with theological education in Ghana. !

Greetings from Good News Theological College and Seminary (GNTCS) on the Dodowah Road in NorthAccra, Ghana. GNTCS, where I am serving as a consultant in seminary administration, is located outside
of Accra, the capital city of Ghana. Accra is a city of over 2 million people. The area where the seminary is
located is a bit more rural. [continued on next page]

My work here is to be a consultant to the administration of the seminary. GNTCS opened in 1971. It is a
seminary of the African Independent Churches. Those churches are known for their independence, their
emphasis on the Holy Spirit, faith healing, prayer, and African music and dance as a part of worship. I
said their independence because there are many different variations among the African Independent
Churches (AICs.) The seminary’s curriculum emphasizes Biblical studies and Pastoral Care with very little
emphasis on doctrine since the students and the supporting churches come from a variety of ways of
being church.
The seminary will be involved in a regularly scheduled accreditation process in the year 2016 by the
national accrediting board here in Ghana. To that end, I have been invited in as a consultant to help them
with organizational structure (organogram), thinking through things like discipline and tenure and
professional advancement, Board/ Seminary/ AIC relationships, Board development, and a few other
things. As a consultant, I study, listen to people, clarify issues, and work with the Administration, the
Board, and their constituents to keep the things that are working well and to look at ways of changing
things that are not working well.
Here are a few highlights of my time so far:
• Daily Chapel services with students and faculty
• Preaching a teaching sermon on Ash Wednesday and Lent at the Ash Wednesday chapel service. (Not
many of the students were familiar with Ash Wednesday.)
• Being awakened about 3:30 each morning by competing roosters.
• Spending time with Ida Takyi and her daughter Bea and son-in-law Dzvanz one weekend. Ida and her
husband Ike (who has died) are friends from Ghana who served in the Lutheran Church of Liberia as
educators for over 30 years. I worshipped with them their Presbyterian Church. The service was
bilingual, in English and Ewe (ee-wah.)
• Fufu, greens and fish, fried plantains, plantain chips, peanuts and most of all, fresh mango, pineapple,
papaya and banana.
• Learning new songs from the AIC tradition.
• Making new friends and acquaintances, both Ghanian and expatriates.
• Spending time with Board Members, faculty and staff as they talk about their love for Good News
Theological College and Seminary.
• Worshipping at St Paul’s Lutheran (Missouri Synod) in Accra and encountering people from the Lutheran
Church in Liberia who are living in the Liberian camp outside Ghana. It just happened they were invited
to St. Paul’s that day. What a gift.
• Being invited to preach and preside at First Sunday worship at the LCL church in the Liberian refugee
camp while I am in Ghana.
• Enough electrical power so I can have cold water.
• Visiting the bead factory just down the road.
It’s great to be here and I ask for your prayers for me, my work and for Good News Theological College
and Seminary in its’ important theological contributions here in Ghana.!
Oh---one other highlight---still to come: My husband Jensen arrives on Tuesday, February 24 to spend
two weeks with me. It will be a time of rest and vacation for him and a much needed time of connection
for us.
Blessings on your life and work.
Rev. Linda Johnson Seyenkulo

Nebraska Synod sends $100,000 to help rebuild homes in Pilger
Posted on January 30, 2015 in Disaster Response, Ministry Resources, News.post-meta

!

The Nebraska Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America announced Friday that it is sending
$100,000 to assist in the rebuilding of homes lost in the June 2014 tornadoes that struck the town of Pilger.!
Bishop Brian Maas said the gift is the result of funds collected by the Synod
from individuals and congregations throughout the state.!
“Nebraska Synod Lutherans have been eager to help the residents of
Pilger in any way they can,” Maas said. “Helping our neighbors in their
deepest time of need is a part of our calling and our congregations have
responded well.”!
The opportunity to provide assistance in rebuilding the homes is part of an
effort by the Northeast Nebraska Long Term Recovery Team and the
Mennonite Disaster Service. The Nebraska Synod’s gift, combined with
other available funding, will support the construction of six or more
replacement homes in the Pilger community.!
Pastor Paula Lawhead served St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Pilger when
the tornadoes struck last summer. She has been the Nebraska Synod’s
primary contact in their response to the Pilger recovery effort.!
“Pilger is a special community,” she said. “It’s tremendous that so many people have given generously so
these families can rebuild not only their homes, but their lives as well.”!
The $100,000 accompanies an ongoing response by the ELCA through the Synod and Lutheran Family
Services that has also included financial assistance for mental health services and the donation of volunteer
labor in the aftermath of the disaster.!
Maas said that Nebraska Synod congregations will continue to support people in the area affected by last
summer’s storms.!
“We will continue to hold our friends in northeast Nebraska in prayer and will walk alongside them for as long
as it takes,” he said. “As Lutherans, we know that this journey of recovery and renewal is a marathon and not a
sprint.”

New Baby Congratulations!

New Baby Congratulations!

Congratulations to Jarred and Abby Smith on their
new addition to their family, a son, Cooper Roland,
He was born on Feb 12th weighing in at 8 lbs, 20”
long! Cooper is welcomed at home by big brothers
Teagen and Max and proud Grandparents, Ken &
Dawn Smith.

Brady	
  and	
  Abby	
  Folck	
  announce	
  the	
  birth	
  of	
  their	
  
daughter,	
  Ellisyn	
  Lizabeth.	
  Born	
  on	
  February	
  13th,	
  
Ellisyn	
  was	
  6	
  lbs	
  1	
  oz	
  and	
  18	
  1/2"	
  long.	
  Proud	
  
grandparents	
  are	
  Dan	
  &	
  Beth	
  Garwood	
  of	
  Valparaiso,	
  
Indiana	
  and	
  Doyle	
  &	
  Peggy	
  Folck	
  of	
  Bloomﬁeld.	
  Great	
  
grandparents	
  are	
  Glenda	
  Folck	
  of	
  Bloomﬁeld	
  and	
  Arlis	
  
Koehler	
  of	
  Wausa.

Daylight Saving Time Begins Sunday, March 8th!
Turn your clocks ahead one hour before you go to
bed Saturday night.

HIGHLIGHTS ST. MARK’S WOMEN OF THE
ELCA GENERAL MEETING FEBRUARY 4, 2015	
  

	
  	
  

Ten ladies gathered at 2:00 p.m. in the Chapel, greeted by
Dorothy Lidberg. Kathryn Zeber, President, opened the
meeting with a welcome to all present. Minutes and
Treasurer’s Reports were approved. Correspondence was
read. Committee reports were given.!
!
Review of our distribution of funds raised in 2014 was done. Motion passed. Missionary Support was
discussed as we had three options this year. Ballots were provided showing the three options: Linda
Johnson Seyenkulo (Laurel Johnson’s sister); Patricia Bentsen (now working through Global Health Missions;
and NSWO Missionary Sponsorship Program. After the voting, majority voted for 75% of our available
missionary funds to be sent for support of Linda Johnson Seyenkulo and 25% of our funds to be sent to
Global Health Missions for support of Patricia Bentsen. It was voiced that we wanted to know who we were
supporting and the third option, NSWO Missionary Sponsorship Program, did not do that.!
!
The theme for this year’s Spring Gathering is “Doing Good to All”. In that respect, St. Mark’s Mission Group is
promoting the gathering of items for “Blessing Bags” and children’s books. Information is available in the back
of the Sanctuary listing what items go in the bags for your convenience to help us. The date for Spring
Gathering for the Northeast Conference of NSWO is March 14, Saturday, from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Grace
Lutheran in WestPoint. There will be Bible Study led by Assistant to the Bishop, Humorist, Mary Lou Erickson
as “Lena the Cleaning Lady”, and Workshops: Making a Quilt, Women’s Health, LFS “At Ease” program, and
Global Health Ministries and LWR kits.	
  

	
  	
  

Spring Gathering registration forms were provided to each one present. Deadline for registration reaching our
conference treasurer is March 1, 2015. If registration forms/fees ($18.00) are returned to the church office by
February 25, 2015, Kathryn will mail them all together. You may wish to mail yours separately and that is ok
too.!
!
The meeting portion of our time together closed with Blessing of Offering and the Lord’s Prayer.!
Following a skit by Mary Miller, Marge Stottler, and Kathryn Zeber about being “too busy” or “I’ve done that,
get someone else”, that provided much laughter among those present, we sang the table grace and enjoyed
refreshments prepared and served by Betty Ketelsen and Wylie Schuett.

March W/ELCA General Meeting
2:00pm March 4, 2015
Program:

“School Kids Speech Practice”

Leader:

Speech Teacher

Greeter:

LuVerne Koops

Devotions:

Circle 1

Hostess:

Harriet Fry

!
!

Circle One!
9:00am !
Hostess: !
Leader:!

March 11, 2015!
Sandy Reiners!
Barb Peitzmeier!

Circle Two!
9:00am !
Hostess:!
Leader:!

March 11, 2015!
Arla Carlow!
Barb Schlote!

!
!

Circle Three!
1:30pm !
March 11, 2015!
Hostess:!
Nellie Doerr!
Leader:!
Marian Schroeder!

March Birthdays!!

Sympathies!

1st
2nd

Remembering in our prayers those who are grieving the loss
of loved ones, especially to…Missy and Derek Thiele for the
loss of Missy’s Grandmother, Mary Lech. She died on Feb 8th
at West Holt Memorial Hospital. Her funeral was held at St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church

5th
6th
8th
10th

11th
12th
13th
14th
16th
17th

19th
20th

21st

22nd
23rd
24th
25th
27th
28th

!

Gaven Nipp
Rose Vawser
Nancy Doerr
Cortney Betz
Emmalea Johnson
Alexsis Kersten
Addison Woods
Junior Doerr
Yvonne Braunsroth
Andrew Gubbels
Adam Kersten
DJ Friedrichsen
Andrew Hunhoff
Julie Broders
Sheri Relerford
Becky Rowley
Nellie Doerr
Alexander Grimm
Pat Hiliker
Karissa Payne
Brody Barney
Madison Meyer
Henry Peters
Karen Eisenhauer
Jesse Bell
Marian Schroeder
Tom Petersen
Marcia Bumann
Ann Hunhoff
Carol Ketelsen
Marge Stottler
Kane Fiedler
Kenna Fiedler
Ken Zimmerman
Sherrie Smith
Arlyn Vanhouten

!

Doug and Milana Joseph for the loss of Doug’s mother, Helen
Joseph of Creighton. Helen died Feb 13 at Avera Creighton
Care Centre. Services were held at Zion Lutheran in
Creighton on Feb 19, 2015
Psalm 18:2 “The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my
God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of
my salvation, my stronghold.”	


!

Correspondence Received!
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you so much for supporting my seminary education. I
really appreciate your generosity! This will help me buy all the
books I need for next semester! I wish you all Advent peace,
Christmas joy, and all good things in 2015.
Amanda (Day) Hefner

!

From Justin Bumann, !

March Anniversaries! !

!

3rd
5th
12th
21st

Congratulations! !
St. Mark’s Scholarship Recipients!

23rd
27th

!
!

Corey & Sandi Miller (25)
Ron & Julie Broders (32)
Todd & Brenda Albers (27)
Brian & Marcia Bumann (34)
Matt & Connie Kersten (12)
Mark & Shelly Luger (24)
Scott & Sarah Ober (22)

Emmalea Johnson, Trent Johnson, and Becca Broders.
Congratulations and God be with you as you continue your
journey through college!

!

Parish Nurse

!March 15th-21

st

is National Poison Prevention Week. There are 55 poison control centers in the
United States. Poison Centers offer free, confidential medical advice 24 hours a day, seven days a week
through the Poison Help line at 1-800-222-1222. This service provides a primary resource for poisoning
information and helps reduce costly emergency department visits through in-home treatment. The AAPCC
works with the poison control centers to track poisonings and their sources, including household products, food
and beverages, chemicals in the workplace and home, environmental toxins, drugs and medicine, and animal
and insect bites and stings.
Poison Centers respond to more than 3.1 million calls each year and save countless American lives and
millions of taxpayer dollars every year.
Newer alerts:
•	

 Synthetic cathinones, or “bath salts” are powerful drugs that can cause hallucinations and
violent behavior
•	

 Energy Drinks can be dangerous for children and adolescents
•	

 E-Cigarette Devices and Liquid Nicotine – there is an uptick in these exposures
•	

 Use portable generators correctly to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. There were 13,862
exposed to Carbon Monoxide in 2011.
Storm Safety: During and after the storm:
Carbon Monoxide poisoning is the most common poisoning in the aftermath of storms. Never use
generators indoors or near open windows. Do not use barbecue grills or camp stoves indoors, either!
Keep the refrigerator and freezer doors closed as much as possible. If you keep the door closed, food
in the refrigerator will stay cold 2-4 hours after the power goes out. A full freezer will keep the food frozen for
about 48 hours (half full will keep it frozen 24 hours).
Check your food temperature with a thermometer. Food that is 40 degrees F or below is safe to eat. If it
is more than 40 degrees for more than 2 hours, throw it away, even if it passes the sniff test! Food can be
unsafe even if it smells okay.
If your frozen food is thawing, you can refreeze it IF the temperature is below 41 degrees F.
For food safety, stick to the rule “When in doubt, throw it out!”
Drink bottled water that has not been exposed to flood waters. If you do not have bottled water, follow
local authorities’ directions for safe drinking water.
Never siphon gasoline by mouth to fill generators or car fuel tanks – chance of gasoline poisoning.
Poison Centers are not just for parents whose children get into the cleaning cabinet. Although children
younger than six accounted for about half of all poison exposure calls to the poison centers in 2013, adults
accounted for 92% of all poison related deaths reported to the poison centers.
Most of the time poisoning happen right at home. Children who are between the ages of 8 months and
6 years are the most often to be poisoned. Children are curious and like to put things in their mouth especially
if they are colorful or smell nice. Common poisons around the home are: medicines, cleaning products, laundry
products, batteries, cigarettes, mouthwash, lighter fluid, vitamins and iron pills, eye drops, nail polish products
and other cosmetics, bug and weed killers, alcohol, and indoor and outdoor plants. These should be locked up/
kept away from the children.
Nebraska’s POISON CONTROL CENTER is located in Omaha. They serve calls from Nebraska,
Wyoming, and American Samoa.
Keep your poison center number handy and call with questions or
in an emergency: 1-800-222-1222. Experts are there to take your
call all day every day. Calls are free, fast, and confidential.

!
!Stay safe!!

St. Mark’s Holistic Ministries
Peggy Folck

!!

Information from:
American Association of Poison Control Centers

Assisting Ministers Schedules
Mar 1….2nd Sun in Lent…Liturgical: purple
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Ken/Arla Carlow
Sharon Doerr/Cathy Stark
Spencer Millikan/Braden Eisenhauer
Don/Carol Ketelsen
Rod Eisenhauer
Luther League/Volunteers
Brad Lovejoy
Gayleen/Sara Lovejoy
Kathryn Zeber
Travis Loecker
Jason Hefner/Jeff Bertschinger

Mar 8….3rd Sun in Lent…Liturgical: purple (time changes)
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Marge Stottler/Kathryn Zeber
Al/Leann Kersten
Calvin Dather/Payton Kersten
Harlan/Norma Koertje
Dean Wilken
Luther League/Volunteers
Joe Hunhoff
Barb Schlote/Laura Gieselman
Jason Hefner
Bill Sazama
Derek Thiele/Wally Holz

Mar 15….4th Sun in Lent…Liturgical: purple
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Vernon/Mary Miller
—at the rail—
Andrew Hunhoff/Alexandra Eisenhauer
Lee/Rose Vawser
Beth Mackeprang
Luther League/Volunteers
Matt Kersten
Al/Leann Kersten
Brad Lovejoy
Wally Holz
Tyler Holz/Jason Hefner

Mar 22….5th Sun in Lent…Liturgical: purple
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Becky Millikan/Julie Broders
Barb Schlote/Laura Gieselman
Trenton Holz/Damien Kersten
Becky Millikan/Kaci/Aaron
Suzanne Hunhoff
Luther League/Volunteers
Bill Sazama
Rod/Juleen Eisenhauer
Julie Broders
Matt Kersten
Jeff Bertschinger/Kevin Millikan

Mar 29….Palm Sunday…Liturgical: purple
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Dennis/Joyce Bertschinger
Bob/Penny Thiele
Michaela Johnson/Araya Nielsen
Tom/Mary Trenhaile
Jeff Bertschinger
Luther League/Volunteers
Les Jessen
Dean/Sandy Wilken
Missy Thiele
Derek Thiele
Wally Holz/ Matt Kersten

Assisting Ministers Schedules
April 5….EASTER…SunRise 6:30am Liturgical: white
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

!
(Assisting Ministers to be determined)

April 5 ….EASTER…Regular 9:30am…Liturgical: white
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Greg/Barb Wulf
Sharon Doerr/Laura Gieselman
Trenton Holz/Braden Eisenhauer
Bill/Judy Sazama
Al Kersten
Luther League/Volunteers
Brad Lovejoy
Gayleen/Sara Lovejoy
Kathryn Zeber
Les Jessen
Damien/Matt Kersten

April 12….2nd Sun. of Easter…Liturgical: white
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Brad/Gayleen Lovejoy
Ken/Dawn Smith
Tyler Thiele/Alexandra Eisenhauer
Troy/Joni Johnson
Suzanne Hunhoff
Luther League/Volunteers
Joe Hunhoff
Lee/Rose Vawser
Jason Hefner
Travis Loecker
Jeff Bertschinger/Tyler Holz

April 19….3rd Sun of Easter…Liturgical: white
Comm Prep:
Comm Assist:
Acolytes:
Greeters:
Lector:
Offering:
Head Usher:
Ushers:
Assistant:
Sound:
Media/Cam:

Dean/Sandy Wilken
Ken/Arla Carlow
Cameron Satterley/Piper Dather
Andy/Heather Gubbels
Ken Smith
Luther League/Volunteers
Wally Holz
Rod/Juleen Eisenhauer
Brad Lovejoy
Derek Thiele
Damien Kersten/Kevin Millikan

March Communion Bread:

Juleen Eisenhauer

March Flowers:

Joyce Bertschinger

April Communion Bread:
April Flowers:

Marian Schroeder
(none during Lent)

1

15

8

9:30 AM Worship
9:30 AM Palm/Passion Sunday
10:30 AM Discipleship Time

9:30 AM Holy Baptism
9:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Discipleship Time

29

22

9:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Discipleship Time
3:00 PM Popcorn and
Theology

9:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Discipleship Time

9:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM Discipleship Time
2:30 PM GSS Worship

Sunday

Monday

Pastor's Day Off

Pastor's Day Off

6:00 PM Chili with
the Bishop!

Pastor's Day Off

Pastor's Day Off

Pastor's Day Off

March 2015

30

23

16

9

2

10:00 AM ELCA text
study

3

10

31

24

17

7:30 PM Technology
Meeting

10:00 AM ELCA text
study

Tuesday

18

2:00 PM W/ELCA
General Meeting

1

25

10:30 AM GSH Communion Services
6:00 PM Midweek
Lenten Worship
7:00 PM Cong.
Council Meeting

9:00 AM Sew-ers
(Quilting)
6:00 PM Midweek
Lenten Worship

4

11

9:00 AM Circle
1&amp;2 Bible Study
1:30 PM Circle 3
bible study
6:00 PM Midweek
Lenten Worship

2:00 PM W/ELCA
General Meeting
6:00 PM Midweek
Lenten Worship

Wednesday

1:30 PM
Communion-Mainview/Sunset View

9:00 AM Bloomfield
Cares

Thursday

2

26

19

12

5

9:00 AM Bulletin
folding

9:00 AM Bulletin
folding

9:00 AM Bulletin
folding

9:00 AM Bulletin
folding

9:00 AM Bulletin
folding

Friday

3

27

20

13

6

7

21

14
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4

28

1:30 PM Mobile Food
Pantry

10:00 AM Prayer
Shawl Ministry

Spring Ahead tonight!

Saturday

ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
MEMBER OF THE
LEWIS AND CLARK MISSION CLUSTER

!

OF THE NEBRASKA SYNOD OF THE
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
IN AMERICA.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT…
following Jesus, growing in Jesus, and connecting
others to Jesus and His work!
Church Council Leadership are:"
DJ Friedrichsen, Council President!

!

Kevin Millikan, Vice President!

join us for worship every Sunday morning at 9:30am !

Wally Holz, Council Secretary!

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study at 10:30am!
Lenten Worship is held every Wednesday,

Joyce Bertschinger!
Heather Gubbels!

beginning with supper @6:00, learning activities @6:40
and then worship @7:00 pm in the Sanctuary.!

Jason Hefner!

Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday!

Kristel Loecker!

at St. Mark’s. All who come with the open hand of faith

Kathryn Zeber!

are welcome to receive the gifts God oﬀers in this meal.

Missy Thiele!

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, ELCA
202 S 1st Street
P.O. Box 208
Bloomfield, NE 68718
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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