
Spiritual Birthdays 
James Spell—10/3 

Galina Lasitsa—10/7 

Shea Faulkner—10/10 

Anne Gatte—10/24 

Wanda Simar—10/28 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

♥ 10/17 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 
Pastor Townley—10/1 

Maisie Gatte –10/1 

Angela Atkinson-10/6 

Conner Nguyen-10/10 

Morgan Blake DeLeon-10/17 

Vickie Gatte—10/24 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

29 

Sunday School 9:45 A 

Evening Service 6:00P 

 

30 

 

1 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 

 

 

2 

Prayer  6:30 P 

3 

 

4 

Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  
 

Youth Bash  
Tomball, TX 

5 

6 

Sunday School 9:45 A 

Evening Service 6:00P 

 

Building Fund Offering

7 

 

8 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 

(Hope Corps) 

 

 

9 

Prayer  6:30 P 

10 11 

Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  
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13 

Sunday School 9:45 A 

Evening Service 6:00P 

 

 

14 

 

15 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 

16 

Prayer  6:30 P 

17 18 

Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  

19 

 

20 
All Nations Sunday 

One Service at 1 PM! 
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.  

22 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 

 

 

 

23 

Prayer  6:30 P 
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25 

Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  

 

26 

DOWNTOWN 

ALIVE 

27 

Sunday School 9:45 A 

Evening Service 6:00P 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 

 

 

 

30 

Prayer  6:30 P 

 

 

 

31 1 

Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  

2 

 

By Rev. James Gross  

The secret of victory over sin is -- "walk in the light." 
 
Paul prayed that saints might "be sincere and without 
offense" (Phil. 1:10). Sincere comes from two Latin 
words - sine and cera, which mean "without wax." 
 
It seems that in Roman days, some sculptors covered up 
their mistakes by filling the defects in their marble stat-
ues with wax, which was not readily visible--until the 
statue had been exposed to the hot sun awhile. But 
more dependable sculptors made certain that their cus-
tomers knew that the statues they sold were sine cera - 
without wax. Unfortunately, many churches have been 
invaded by insincere people, people whose lives cannot 
stand to be tested by God's light. We need more sine 
cera people in our pews and in our pulpits. 
 
There are three motives for obedience. We can obey be-
cause we have to, because we need to, or because we 
want to. Slave - has to. Employee - needs to. Christian - 
wants to. (Jn. 14:15) -- "If you love me, keep my com-
mandments." Sincere obedience is obedience from the 

heart. “Doing the will of God from the heart.” 
 
It was said by C.S. Lewis once, "No man knows how bad 
he is until he has tried to be good." This "Lewisese" is the 
essence of Paul's message in Romans 7:14-25:  
 
"For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, 
sold into bondage to sin. For what I am doing, I do not 
understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to 
do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. But if I do the 
very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, con-
fessing that the Law is good. So now, no longer am I the 
one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, my flesh; for the will-
ing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. For 
the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very 
evil that I do not want. But if I am doing the very thing I 
do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin 
which dwells in me. I find then the principle that evil is 
present in me, that one who wants to do good. For I joy-
fully concur with the law of God in the inner man, But I 
see a different law in the members of my body, waging 
war against the law of my mind and making me a  



prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the 
body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with 
my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, 
with my flesh the law of sin." 
 
Paul states that, "the Law is spiritual" meaning it has its 
origins with God and is in harmony with His character. 
Paul also says, "I am of flesh and sold into bondage to 
sin," and ". . .whosoever committeth sin is the servant of 
sin.” A servant is in bondage to His Master – he cannot 
do what he wants.  
 
In the Bible there are two types of slaves and two types 
of Masters. There is the Good Master and the Harsh Task 
Master and there is the servant who serves because the 
Master reigns over him and the bondservant as Paul 
commonly describes himself who chooses of his own vo-
lition to serve but has power to stay or go. 
 
The Roman army was, at the time of Paul's writing, the 
most powerful military force in the world. The Roman 
soldier's superior armor and weaponry was largely re-
sponsible for the Roman military's might and success. 
Paul likens God's powerful spiritual resources or virtues 
for we Christian soldiers to the battle armor and wea-
ponry of the Roman soldier. 
 
The reasons why most Christians do not have strong vic-
torious spiritual lives is because (a) They do not know 
what their spiritual armor and weaponry consists of and/
or, (b) if they know about their armor and weaponry, 

they simply fail or refuse to use them.  
 
The first piece of equipment that Paul mentions is the 
belt. Around the waist, a Roman soldier wore a wide 
belt. Strictly speaking, one could assert that the belt is 
not truly armor. However, the belt was essential because 
it had two vital purposes: (1) the belt held the rest of the 
armor in place and supported the sword, (2) the belt act-
ed as a girdle which collected together the soldier's gar-
ments about the waist. This ensured that the garments 
would not trip-up the soldier in combat and it provided 
needed support and additional strength. 
 
Paul says that our belt is "truth". The Greek word trans-
lated "truth" here is aletheuo. Aletheuo can be under-
stood as objective truth or subjective truth. As objective 
truth, it would refer to spiritual facts or knowledge. Sub-
jective truth, however, is personal truth. It is being genu-
ine, without hypocrisy. We call it sincerity. 
 
Paul is saying that our belt is spiritual "sincerity" rather 
than just spiritual "facts" or "information." Sincerity for 
the Christian soldier performs exactly as the belt did for 
the Roman soldier--it held everything else in place.  
 
When the Scriptures speak of sincerity, it means a genu-
ine and singular desire to please the Lord. It means that 
our heart's one longing and our mind's one aim is to 
serve the Lord and promote His glory. God has always 
desired and required this virtue of sincerity in His people. 
 
True Sine Cera -- without wax.  

 

LITTLE THINGS 

Bridge builder, Charles Eliet, had a contract to build 

a suspension bridge across the Niagara River. One of 

the first problems he faced was how to stretch the 

first cable across the wide expanse of raging waters. 

If a boat tried to cross the river it would be swept 

over the falls. Eliet thought of a simple idea. If a kite 

could be flown to the opposite bank using a light 

cord, a stronger cord could be attached and pulled 

across, then a stronger cord pulled across and so on 

until finally a cable could be attached. Eliet called for 

a kite flying contest and a young man named Homan 

Walsh succeeded on his second attempt.  Charles 

Eliet's simple plan worked and from a little kite a 

great bridge was built. God uses little things to do 

great things. David’s sling, Moses’ rod and the wid-

ow’s two mites are examples. Someone once wrote, 

“Little is much if God is in it.” Paul tells us that, “God 

hath chosen the weak things of the world to con-

found the things which are mighty.” Why? So, “that 

no flesh should glory in His presence.” In 1 Corinthi-

ans 1:27,29. Peter enjoins us to “Humble yourselves 

therefore under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you in due time.” You might think that you are 

little, but that’s what God uses to do great things 

For Fun Apostolic Family Activities 
Visit:  

Safehomesdevotions.org  

Equipping families to fulfill their  

responsibilities as found in  

Deuteronomy 6:7  

Building Fund Offering 
 

September 2019: $13,114.63 

Total to Date: $271, 923.21 

To God Be The Glory!  

To give online go to:  

https://www.fpcjennings.net/

giving 

He who has not forgiven an enemy 

has never yet tasted one of the most  

sublime enjoyments of life. 

Autumn “Tune Up” Special! 

1. ADJUST your lights so that others 

may see your good works. 

2. SET your timing so as not to be 

late for church. 

3. ADJUST the brakes on your 

tongue; it is a slippery place. 

4. ALIGN your direction that you 

may be able to steer yourself up 

the straight and narrow road to 

life without a wreck. 

5. TUNE your mind so as to think on 

pure, holy, and noble things. 

6. ANTIFREEZE your heart; be fer-

vent in spirit, serving Him. 

7. LUBRICATE your spirit with the oil 

of gladness, rejoice always, giving 

thanks in everything. 

8. WASHING of regeneration, and 

renewing of the Holy Ghost. 

9. CHARGED that you walk worthy of 

God and the vocation wherewith 

you are called. 

10. CHECK your exhaust system so 

you will no be guilty of polluting 

the air with gossip. 

11. INSURE  yourself by obeying Acts 

2:38 and loving God with all your 

heart, soul, mind and strength. 

https://www.fpcjennings.net/giving
https://www.fpcjennings.net/giving

