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With the end of the year rapidly approaching, we find ourselves entering
into the season of Thanksgiving. Not only a national holiday, the
“thanksgiving season” is one which can cause us to look back and reflect
on what changes the year has brought, and to be thankful for the good
things in our lives. A lot of good things are happening at First Pentecostal
Church in Jennings and God is propelling us forward in an exciting direction! God has been nothing but good to us, and is showing us His favor as
He leads us in the paths He has laid out for us. We gather together as a
church body often, not only to encourage and strengthen each member of
the body, but to bring sacrifices of worship and praise to God for His
abundant blessings on us. Psalms 100:4 tells us to “Enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him,
and bless his name.” When His children come together and begin to worship and magnify His name for all of the many ways He is so good to us,
things begin to happen. Worshipping God shifts our focus from our problems to the problem-solver. Worship creates an atmosphere that gives God
the liberty He needs to work in situations in our lives. When our praise
goes up, God’s glory comes down. He is not only a good Savior, but He is
a good Father as well. He delights in being good to His children, and He
wants the liberty to be able to bless us in our lives and in our assembly.
We just celebrated Pastor Appreciation Month, and truly we as a congregation are blessed to have the guidance of leadership of our pastor. He is a
man after God’s own heart, and a gift to us. God has given him a vision
concerning the future of our church and we thank God for a pastor who
has the courage to follow the vision that he has been given.
Additionally, we are experiencing so many open doors in our new work in
Scott. We are already seeing the hand of God at work, and there is an expectancy in the air as we walk through those doors. Please continue to
pray for the work in Scott, and for the Howell family and everyone involved in making this vision become reality. God is already blessing our
efforts, and we know we can be a hopeful light to the broken and hurting
(Continued on page 4)
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Gideon started out with 32,000 men to fight a people that had oppressed them for
7 years. He ended up with only 300 for the battle. The odds were stacked against
him, but God was with Him, and the battle was won! Let’s review Judges 6-8.
Judges 6 The angel of the Lord told Gideon the Lord was with him. What was his
response?
__________________________________________________________________
The Lord said He was sending him to deliver Israel. What did Gideon say about
himself?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
What sign did the Lord give Gideon?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
In what other ways did God show Gideon that He would save Israel through him?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Judges 7 And the LORD said unto _________________, The people that are with
thee are _______ ________ for me to give the ________________into their
hands, lest Israel _________ themselves against me, saying, Mine own _________
hath saved me. How many of the army were fearful and afraid and returned home?
__________________________________________________________________
__________ So he brought down the __________ unto the _________: and the
LORD said unto Gideon, Every one that ___________ of the water with his
___________, as a ______ lappeth, him shalt thou set by ____________; likewise
every one that __________ down upon his knees to drink. And it came to
__________ the same _________, that the LORD said unto him, __________, get
thee ___________ unto the host; for I have _______________it into thine hand.
And he ______________ the three hundred men into three __________, and he
put a ______________ in every man's hand, with empty ___________, and
_________ within the pitchers. And they _________ every man in his place round
about the ________; and all the host ________, and ___________, and ________.
Judges 8 Thus was Midian ____________ before the children of _________, so
that they __________ up their heads no more. And the country was in
_____________ forty years in the _________ of Gideon.
You and the Lord will always make a winning team!
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Theme for 2018— “There is More” Romans 11:33 “3O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! “



November 3rd—Fall Fest from 4 pm to 8 pm at the church—Time Changes , Fall Back 1 hour!



November 4th - Bro. Rick Mayo preaching. Building Fund Offering in
evening service, and BFF in fellowship hall.



November 5th—Leadership Meeting at 6:30 PM



November 13—Burden Statement Service



November 18th—Friends and Family Day / Thanksgiving Meal / One service only at 9:45 AM.



November 22—Thanksgiving Day



December 2nd—Bro. Hamby preaching A.M. Service and PM will be a
Christmas celebration with Bro. Hamby.



December 23rd—Children’s Christmas Production

Praise God: We had several get baptized in the month of October:
Kéylee Carrier, Myka Hollier, Jaylene Hollier and Jackson Howell !
A Special welcome to all visitors, we invite you back!

If you are a guest visiting FPC please text
Welcome to 337-806-8989.
Thank you! We will then be able to connect with you!
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people there. God will use whomever makes themselves available, and
the trials that we go through will give us testimonies that can reach people
that are hopeless and lonely. We want to be a people that God can use for
His glory, and being willing vessels for His use are what He is looking for.
He will bless our efforts when we step out in faith. He is so faithful.
Our Fall Festival is coming up this Saturday, November 3rd. It will be a fun
time of outreach, so let’s remember to show God’s love to our guests, and to
each other. Invite everyone! Sunday, November 18, will be our annual
Friends & Family Day. We will have an AM service only, and we welcome
any visitors. God is doing a work through our church, and we want as many
as possible to experience what God has to offer in our lives. Be blessed!

Bro. Townley set the vision at the beginning of the year for a
monthly building fund offering. The goal is to raise $150,000
to begin construction on our new church. With our offering
in October of $13,263 we only need an average of $17,911.93
for the next two months to reach this goal! God is making a
way for us to start a new building! If you know of anyone
that would like to donate , they can do so online at our website at www.fpcjennings.com.

January
February
March
April
May
June
July

$2,336.00
$7,875.98
$9,121.02
$11,800.77
$10,145.72
$13,273.57
$17,014.92

August
Sept
October

$15,856.09
$13,489.00
$13,263.07

Total:
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Without God--Without Hope!
Elder James Groce
C.S. Lewis observed that if we look at this world apart from God, life seems intolerably cruel and mean. If we understand that we live in a fallen world, then we
understand that this world isn’t the way God made it; it’s not the way it’s supposed to be. But there remains hope for tomorrow. The answer isn’t mindless
optimism, a “don’t worry be happy” attitude. Our hope lies in finding meaning
for the world in which we live. People joke about finding the meaning of life.
Yet an unusual, poetic book of the Bible urges us to face this matter.
Ecclesiastes is perhaps the oddest book of the Bible, a mystery book. At first
glance it seems existential and out of place. Until we understand the intended
audience. Ecclesiastes was written to people who question whether there is a
God, and to those who outright reject God. What do they have left in life? Nothing but despair. If there is no God, then life loses any sense of purpose. Ecclesiastes presents the brutal hopelessness of life apart from God. Life simply doesn’t
make sense unless God is part of the equation. If our existence is merely an accident of nature, the “outcome of accidental collections of atoms” (Bertram Russell), our lives are futile…but if there is a God, and a divine plan, that changes
everything! Ecclesiastes addresses the secular mind, showing the logical outcome of a worldview that excludes God.
Thoreau conceded that, "Most men live lives of quiet desperation.” They’re like
ships without a rudder. “vanity”, “meaningless”, “insignificant” and “futile”. The
word literally means “breath” or “vapor”--it refers to that which is fleeting, momentary, transitory, of temporary value.
What Solomon found “under the sun” was emptiness…”nothing new”, but he
went on to discover something greater. The scholar claims education is the answer…the politician says that government is the answer…sinners think selfindulgence is the answer…Satan says there is no answer…Jesus says “I am the
answer.”
If there is no hope, “under the sun”, then we must look beyond this world. Our
hope lies heavenward. We can attain significance because centering our lives in
God gives meaning to our lives. Only the pursuit of God will grant us lasting
satisfaction. As we go through the Bible we will find ourselves traveling from
fleeting earthly values to eternal truths; from shadows to reality; from sand to
solid ground; from glitter to gold.
Only the Word gives true meaning to life--past, present and future! "If we have
hope in this life only we are of all men most miserable."
Obey Acts 2:38! Life begins with the New Birth experience!
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Happy Birthday
Priscilla Lafontant
Luke Touchet
Chad Benoit
Steve Comeaux
Karyington DeLeon
LaniRae DeLeon
Steve Comeaux
Allisyn Spell
Angelyn Spell
Tesa Hollier
Maria Young
Lance Benoit
Alexis Broussard
Caitlin Gatte

(3rd)
(5th)
(6th)
(6th)
(6th)
(9th)
(11th)
(15th)
(15th)
(16th)
(16th)
(17th)
(28th)
(29th)

Spiritual Birthdays
Betty Spell (11th)
Kent Gatte (17th)
‘Evanna Gatte

Wedding Anniversaries
Mr. Young and Sis Maria Young (22nd)
Bro. Travis & Sis Evanna (23rd)
Bro. T.J. & Sis. Caitlyn (23rd)
Mr. Danny & Sis. Elsie Gatte (23rd
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Hopeful

There is hope! Hope can be defined as a person or thing on
which expectations are centered, according to the MerriamWebster Dictionary. Our hope is in Jesus. When we look forward to something with expectation and confidence, then we
have hope. Our hope in Christ shall not fail.
All over the world, people are restless and anxious. They are
restless due to worry and stress. People are hoping for a better
tomorrow but are anxious because they are unsure of what tomorrow holds. No one ever said everyday would be carefree and
painless, but God said that when troubles arise, He would be
with us. David took it a step further and said, “Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort
me,” (Psalms 23:4). He knew that even if he stood at death’s
door, the Lord would still be right there with him.
Anxiety and worry affect people of all ages. The National Institute of Mental Health reports approximately 25.1% of children
between 13-18 years old have an anxiety disorder. The kids we
pass in hallways, the parents we meet for playdates, people in
positions of power, are battling depression. Their hope is in future leaders, new policies and better political decisions.
“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope
the LORD is,” (Jeremiah 17:7). When our hope is in the Lord,
we do not fear the enemy. When our hope is in the Lord, we will
rebuke the fiery trial. When our hope is in the Lord, we will
plead the Blood over sickness and disease. God gives us hope in
this life, but He also gives us hope of an eternal life. Someone
has said, “Yesterday is history, tomorrow a mystery, but today is
a gift and that is why we call it the present.” Hope is alive.
Hope, not only for a better today, but for a better tomorrow and
eternity!
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu
2

1

4***
Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm
Bro. Rick Mayo
Preaching
Building Fund Offering

6

5
Leadership
Meeting 6:30 PM

7
Midweek Service 7:30

Fri
Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

8

9

Sat
3

10

Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

Prayer 6:30 PM

BFF

11

12

13

Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6pm

Midweek Service 7:30

15

16
Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

17

21

22

23

24

Burden Statement
Service

Super Sunday

18

14
Prayer 6:30 PM

19

20

Sunday School 9:45 am

Prayer 6:30 PM

Midweek Service 7:30

Thanksgiving
Day

Friends and Family
Day!
Thanksgiving Meal!
One Service 9:45 AM

25

Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

26

27
Midweek Service 7:30

Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

28

29

30

Prayer 6:30 PM

Romans 11:33 “33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
past finding out!”
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Fall Fest
4PM to 8PM

