
Spiritual Birthdays 
Donna Vincent - 7/1 

Thelma Boutin - 7/1 

Dee Dee Stoute -7/15 

Wedding Anniversaries 
♥ 7/25 

  Happy Birthday 
  Aimee Pinell - 7/1 

  Justyn Hollier - 7/1 

  Morgan DeLeon - 7/2 

  Adam Blanchard - 7/6 

  Shelby Faulkner - 7/7 

  Brenda Blanchard - 7/8 

  Rylee Comeaux - 7/10 

 

 

Deanna Simon - 7/13 

Emarie DeLeon - 7/14 

Jaylene Hollier - 7/14 

Dana Deshotel - 7/18 

Jackson Howell - 7/27 

Ann Gatte - 7/28 
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 1 

 

2 

Mid-Week Service 
7:30 P 
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Prayer  6:30 P 
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Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  
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Sunday School 9:45 A 

Evening Service 6:00P 
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Men’s Prayer 7:15 A 

Men’s Breakfast  
@ Shoney’s  

3 

I don’t know about you, but I’ve never felt darkness per-

vading our world like I have in the past few years. At 

times it can feel hopeless, can’t it? 

In 1861, in the midst of the gruesome American Civil 

War, Julia Ward Howe felt the darkness closing in and 

wrote the great “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” I love 

the lyric she penned: 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the 

Lord. / He is trampling out the vintage where the 

grapes of wrath are stored. / He has loosed the fate-

ful lightning of His terrible swift sword, / His truth is 

marching on. / Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! / Glory! Glo-

ry! Hallelujah! / Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! / His truth is 

marching on. 

Howe wrote this song to encourage the Union troops. 

She sensed they needed to be encouraged… to be re-

minded that when all hope seems lost… their victory 

through Christ was certain. I’m sure you might need that 

same encouragement today! 

No matter what may come, no matter what battles you’re 

fighting… your temptations, your tests, and your trials… 

your victory is certain. It doesn’t depend on you, but on 

the One who perseveres in you. He will get you through 

every battle. He will sustain you in the storm. And when 

the smoke clears, you will still be standing. 

Consider King David’s words in Psalm 62:5-8…  

Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. 

Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I 

will not be shaken. My salvation and my honor depend 

on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in him at 

all times, you people; pour out your hearts to him, for 

God is our refuge. (NIV) 

Let me ask you today: In whom or in what do you tend to 

take refuge other than the Lord? 

Perhaps you’re a bit self-dependent and think God ex-

pects you to “pull yourself up by the bootstraps” when 

hard times come. Maybe you struggle with thinking 

real identity and security are found in a bigger sav-

ings account, a bigger house, or a bigger car. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

 



And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven”  (Matthew 16:19) 

The Church - The New Testament church was established and the door to it was opened in the Book of 

the Acts of the Apostles.  Since the church was founded on the Day of Pentecost with the coming of the 

Holy Spirit, today those  who receive the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues as did the 

disciples in Acts 2 are called  Pentecostal.  

The Gospels  - The gospels describe the ministry of Jesus and His wonderful work in laying the foundation 

for the New Testament church, the spiritual Kingdom in this age. The gospels record Christ’s commands to 

repent and be baptized and His promise to pour out the Holy Spirit, but Christian water baptism and the 

baptism of the Holy Spirit did not take place until after Jesus was crucified, rose from the dead, and as-

cended to heaven. In the gospels, Jesus spoke of the founding of his church in the future tense: “I will build 

my church” (Matthew 16:18). During that time, “the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was 

not yet glorified” (John 7:39). After Christ’s ascension, the church was established when His followers were 

baptized with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave utterance (Acts 1:4- 9, 2:1-4).  

The Book of Acts - Matthew, John and the other apostles were all present on the day of Pentecost when 

the Holy Spirit was first given. They were all witnesses to Peters marvelous message and supported him as 

he opened the door of Salvation (Acts 2: 14). When the audience cried out under conviction of sins, “Men 

and brethren, what shall we do?” Peter replied, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38).  

Peter had the authority to proclaim the way of entrance into the church, for Christ had given him the “keys 

of the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 16: 19). No one disputed his answer or his authority to give it. Repent-

ance was accepted as essential to entering the kingdom. Moreover, the formula Peter gave for water bap-

tism was not controversial, for the apostles understood the identity of Jesus as the one God manifested in 

the flesh (Colossians 2:9; I Timothy 3:16). They realized that He was the embodiment of the eternal Spirit 

of God, whom He as a man called His Father. Therefore, there was no argument when Peter commanded 

water baptism to be administered in the name of Jesus Christ. Finally, the promise of the Holy Ghost was 

not new since Jesus said that all who believed on Him would receive the Spirit (John 7:38-39).  

Peter used the same keys to open the door of Salvation to the Gentiles (Acts 10), and they received the 

same experience that the disciples did on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). Moreover, the same keys were 

used in proclaiming the message of salvation to the Samaritans; they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus and filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 8). A few years later, the Apostle Paul rebaptized the disci-

ples of John the Baptist in the wonderful name of Jesus, and they too received the Spirit and spoke in 

tongues (Acts 19). Thus, the Book of Acts consistently presents the same keys--the plan of salvation.  

Whatever you take refuge in, other than God, will fail 

you. Nothing but the Lord Jesus Christ will sustain 

you in the heat of life’s battles. 

Jesus makes all things new and gives us a new 

heart and a new song. In Psalm 40, the psalmist 

spoke of being down in the pit and broken, but the 

Lord lifted him up and put a new song in his heart. 

Here on this earth, we have a song to sing no matter 

what we face. 

So today…as our world grows darker and darker…
look to Jesus. He is your Rest…your Rock…and 
your Refuge that will sustain you until the end. 

By Jack Graham 

July 29th - August 2nd. 

Pastor Townley will be one of the preachers.   

It will be live at: HolyGhostRadio.com 

Apostolic Classics & Vault has a 

new app out called “Apostolic C&V 

Pro”  Just search for 

“Apostolic C&V Pro” 

in your phones or 

iPad’s app store. 

Great new features! 

The Epistles - The Epistles contain instruction to various churches such as the churches at Corinth and 

Ephesus, and to individuals such as Timothy and Titus. They were written to instruct people who had al-

ready entered the door of salvation. The Book of Acts records the founding of many of the churches to 

which these letters were written, and the Epistles frequently refer to the readers’ prior repentance, baptism 

in Jesus’ name, and baptism of the Holy Spirit. (See, for example, Romans 6:1-4; I Corinthians 6:11; 12:13; 

Galatians 3:2, 27; Titus 3:5.) 

Opponents of the Pentecostal truth err by going first to the Epistles and virtually ignoring the Books of Acts, 

where the plan and experience of salvation is recorded. Many passages in the Epistles explain how salva-

tion is made available to humanity, namely, by grace through faith based on the atoning death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. (See Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 2:8-9.) Moreover, many passages describe 

qualities that characterize the life of true Christians, such as “We know that we have passed from death un-

to life, because we love the brethren” and “Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God” (I 

John 3:14, 5:1). But none of these statements cancel the command of Acts 2:38 and the actual experience 

of the new birth as promised in the Gospels, received in Acts, and referred to in the Epistles.  

The gift of tongues mentioned in Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthian church is one of nine spiritual gifts that 

a saint, a person who is filled with the Spirit (not an unbeliever), may or may not receive. No one can exer-

cise the gift of tongues or any of the nine gifts who has not previously received the Holy Spirit with the initial 

sign of speaking in tongues (Acts 2:4). 

Conclusion - The Gospels point to the way of Salvation and the Epistles confirm it, but the door of Salva-

tion is opened in the Book of Acts. The born again experience, which consist of repentance, water baptism 

by immersion in the name of Jesus, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit as evidenced by the heavenly wit-

ness of speaking with other tongues, has never changed since the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4, 38). No one 

has the authority or power to change it, not even an angel from heaven (Galatians 1: 8). The gates of hell  

shall  not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). This experience is imperative if we are to be ready for the soon 

coming of the Lord.  

Building Fund Offer-
ing 

Last month: $9890.37 

Total to Date: $238,675.52 !! 

That is an average of   

$13,259.75 per month!   

To God Be The Glory! 


