Pastor James Townley and Sis. Katrina Townley
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A

fter years of figuratively "roaming in the desert", the First
Pentecostal Church is getting closer to our "promised land" in
Jennings! Not to be misunderstood, the church has not
"suffered" for 40 years in a wilderness as the Israelites did, but we have
seen barrenness at times, and felt as if we were in dry places as far as
moving forward in our church growth. Nevertheless, we have experienced
the favor of God continually through the years, and He has not only sustained us, but smiled on us exponentially. But while we have experienced
great blessings in the past, it is certainly evident that God is ready to not
only move us forward, but is also paving the way before us! Isaiah 43:19
promises "Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye
not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert." It is so exciting to look around and see what has been happening
in our midst! We have had some serious financial blessings come into our
hands as a church in 2018, and it is preparing us to be ready to receive
what God plans to do for us in the new year! To date, we have received a
total of $155,303.14 in sacrificial offerings this year, and this is nothing
short of the hand of God! Just as God told Moses and the Israelites at the
beginning of their journey to the Promised Land, He is also saying to us,
"......Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount. Behold, I have set the land
before you; go in and possess the land...." He is with us! He simultaneously goes before us, walks behind us, and stands beside us. All we have to
do is have the faith to follow His lead. The promises are there! The "land"
is within our reach!
The story of Moses and the Israelites can be found in Deuteronomy, and it is the story of God getting ready to fulfill the promises made to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob back in Genesis when He promised them innumerable offspring and land. However, He did let them know that they
would have to fight the Canaanites and Amorites for the land, but He was
willing to help them fight! We have to be able to see the silver lining in
our waiting, because at times it may seem like God is not working. We
just have to remember that great things don't always come overnight, but
if we will keep walking with God and trusting Him, He will bring His
promises to pass. We have to be willing to fight for and claim what God is
trying to give to us. He wants to see our efforts, but He will surely bless
our efforts!
As the Israelites kept progressing toward the land that God had
(Continued on page 4)
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Theme for 2018— “There is More” Romans 11:33 “3O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! “ Next Year’s Theme “A Year of Divine
Favor”



December 2nd—Bro. Hamby preaching A.M. Service and PM will be a
Christmas Celebration Concert with Bro. Hamby. Finger foods will be
served after the concert.



December 2nd—PM—Building Fund Offering



December 16th—PM—Foot washing and communion



December 17th—Ladies Christmas Party at the Townleys at 6:30 PM.
Bring a wrapped gift from $10 to $15. If you can’t afford a gift, please get
with Sis. Townley, she would like every lady to attend.



December 23rd—Children’s Christmas Production at 9;45 AM, Once Service Only!



January 11th—12th—Men’s Conference with Pastor’s Kenny Godiar, Tim
James and Johnny Godair preaching!

Have Mercy!
When we make a mistake and need God’s mercy, it is often easy for us to
believe God for it. What can be difficult sometimes is to have mercy on
others, especially if we feel like they have not done anything to deserve
it. But that is exactly what God wants! He wants us to extend love and
forgiveness to others just as He does to us… unconditionally. Matthew,
chapter 18, tells the story of a servant who owed his master a lot of money. He begged the master to have mercy on him because he could not repay the debt he owed him. The master did have mercy and forgave him
of his debt. Wow! Was he relieved! He thought the master was going to
throw him into prison, but he did not. He forgave him, even though he
did not have to. That same servant went out and found another man
who owed money to him. The man begged and pleaded for more time to
pay him back, but instead of showing him mercy, he had the man thrown
into prison. This servant had an unforgiving attitude. When the master
heard what the servant had done, he was very angry and had the servant
imprisoned. In the story of the unmerciful servant, Jesus is demonstrating God’s forgiveness and mercy on the world while also stressing the
importance of forgiving others. The first servant had been forgiven and
he should have also shown forgiveness. In the same way God has forgiven us of all our sins, we should forgive others from a heart of thankfulness for the grace to which we are also debtors.

A Special welcome to all visitors, we invite you back!

The Bible offers many examples of mercy, both by God and individual
people. For example:
Noah being saved from the flood (Genesis 6 – 8) Abraham not having
to sacrifice his son Isaac (Genesis 22) The Good Samaritan (Luke
10:30David not killing King Saul (I Samuel 24) Jesus healing the
woman with the issue of blood (Mark 5)
After reading these stories, think of the ways that mercy changed the
course of these lives and history as we know it.
What could have been the impact if mercy were not present in these situations?
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If you are a guest visiting FPC please text
Welcome to 337-806-8989.
Thank you! We will then be able to connect with you!
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The Favor Factor—Kate Mcveigh

(Continued from page 2)

promised, Moses looked at the size of the crowd and appointed leaders over
various sections of the crowd. This is the same thing our pastor has chosen to
do, and it is an honor to be part of a group that's moving forward under the
direction and vision of a pastor that God has blessed us with after His own
heart. We are not only grateful for God giving our pastor a vision for the future of this church, but also grateful for the courage that our pastor has to
follow through and bring that vision to fruition. It is now our job as the congregation to rally behind him and get on board with the vision that God is
trying to impart. When there is unity and we fall behind our pastor and work
together for the sake of unity and moving forward, God will be in the midst
and honor our efforts. He really wants to prosper us! (Jeremiah 29:11)
We know from further reading of the story of the Israelites, that when
they reached the border of the land, they sent 12 spies (one from each tribe)
to scope out the land to see what they were up against. Joshua and Caleb
looked and believed that they could take the enemies on the land. THEY
HAD FAITH. THEY BELIEVED. The remaining 10 spies returned, inciting
fear in the crowds. Because of this, the Israelites lost faith and trust in God
and wished that they could return to Egypt (where they had been slaves).
They would have rathered suffer in the discomfort of the familiar, even when
God wanted to deliver them and prosper them! This is what lack of faith will
do! We must be careful not to voice our disbelief or spread negativity because this can kill faith and hinder the will of God. God isn't pleased with
lack of trust, and the Bible says "without faith it is impossible to please
Him." Because of the Israelites lack of trust, God prohibited them from entering into the Promised Land. Only Joshua and Caleb (who believed) were
allowed to enter the land.
We don't want to be in a mindset of disbelief and miss out on what
God has waiting in store for us! We may not know exactly what He has in
store, but He has given us a glimpse at what He is capable and willing to do
for us. And we have His promise in the Bible that says "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected end." (Jeremiah 29:11). The NIV says it like
this: "For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." As we enter
into the new year, let us remember to keep our eyes and feet pointed forward, and continue to walk with God and keep the faith as He leads us into
our "Promised Land". Our theme for 2019 is our "Year of Divine Favor",
and what perfect timing to go into this next year with God's favor already
evident upon us. There's no telling what God will bring to pass as He gives
us His "divine favor" and brings us into a new year of blessings and furtherance of our congregation as He continues to lead us into our promised land!
Be blessed! 2019 is our year of divine favor ! - Sis Lauren Pinell
Page 4

Psalms 5:12 :For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him
as with a shield
If you are a born-again child of God, this Scripture is talking to you!
The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that because of Jesus' sacrifice we have been made
the righteousness of God in him.
Through the blood of Jesus we have been made right with God—the barrier and separation
that once existed because of sin have been done away with, and we have obtained rightstanding with our heavenly Father!
So, when the Bible declares that the Lord will bless "the righteous" with favor, it means you
and me!

In Webster's dictionary the definition of favor includes: "friendly or kind regard; good will;
approval; liking; unfair partiality; favoritism"; "attractiveness"; "to be partial to; prefer"; "to
help; assist"; "to do a kindness for;" "endorsing."
To be favored means: "regarded or treated with favor"; "provided with advantages";
"specially priviledged."
Just think about that! God wants to give you special privileges. The favor of God will cause
people to go out of their way to bless you without even knowing why they're doing it. And
the more you are blessed, the more you can be a blessing.
Supernatural Favor
God's supernatural favor flowing in your life is not based on your background, looks, or personality. His favor is based on the Word of God and believing what it says about you.
Favor can break through any barriers set before you, and it is available to every child of
God.
When you believe and activate your faith for God's favor, it will work for you. Someone
may not particularly like you or your personality, but that doesn't matter. You're believing in
God's ability to influence them, and His favor on your life is supernatural. In other words it
supersedes natural circumstances.
Genesis 12:2 in The Amplified Bible says: And I will make of you a great nation, and I will
bless you [with abundant increase of favors] and make you name famous and distinguished,
and you will be a blessing [dispensing good to others].
This scripture clearly shows that God wants to bless you with supernatural favor. He wants
you to be blessed and to make you a blessing to everyone you meet.
" (Dan. 1:9).
(Continued Next Month!)
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“Living In The Overflow”
Pastor Goran Andreassen
Olso, Norway
Luke 16:24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on
me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water,
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. All he asked
for was ONE DROP…
Matt 15:26But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to dogs. 27And she said, Truth, Lord:
yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table.
28Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy
faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made
whole from that very hour. She was only asking for ONE CRUMB…
Matt 9:20And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue
of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of
his garment:
21For she said within herself, If I may but touch his garment, I shall
be whole. Just ONE TOUCH is what she needed….
Luk 7:7Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto
thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. All he
needed for his miracle was ONE WORD
When we see what only One drop can do, what can rivers of living
water do? When we see what one crumb can do, what can the
whole bread do? When we see what one touch can do, what can a
deep relationship do? When we see what one word can do, what
can a whole book do?
We as children of God sometimes take it for grant it, but for the outsiders, we are truly living in overflow of blessings. They are begging for a drop of the rivers we have on the inside. They are satisfied with the crumbs falling down from our table. Just a simple word
from the word of life we have been given.
We are truly blessed. Let us live in the overflow. Showers showers
of blessing, Showers of blessing we need: Mercy drops round us
are falling,
But for the showers we plead.
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Happy Birthday
Melanie DeLeon
Suzanne Lewis
Dayon Gatte
Ava Elliott
Natalie Gatte
Brittany DeLeon
Abbilyn Spell
Sister Townley
Valera Lasitsa
Tucker Guilliote
Phillip Hancock
Edna Hollier
Elsie Gatte

(9th)
(11th)
(12th)
(16th)
(17th)
(18th)
(20th)
(22nd)
(23rd)
(26th)
(27th)
(30th)
(30th)

Spiritual Birthdays
Bro. Rocky Blanchard (19th)

Wedding Anniversaries
Charles & Elizabeth Pinell (3rd)
Hung and Ramona Nguyen (4th)
Rocky & Brenda Blanchard (18th)
Morgan & Brittany DeLeon (20th)
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The Alvears
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Bro. Townley set the vision at the beginning of the year for a
monthly building fund offering. The goal was to raise
$150,000 to begin construction on our new church. With our
offering in November of $41,127 we well surpassed our goal
early!!! We have an offering Dec. 2nd and you can continue
to give throughout the month! God is making a way for us to
start a new building! If you know of anyone that would like
to donate , they can do so online at our website at
www.fpcjennings.com.
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
Sept
October
November
Total:

$2,336.00
$7,875.98
$9,121.02
$11,800.77
$10,145.72
$13,273.57
$17,014.92
$15,856.09
$13,489.00
$13,263.07
$41, 127.00
$ 155,303.14
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December 2018
Sun
2
Sunday School 9:45 am
Bro. Ted Hamby
Christmas Celebration
6:00 PM
Hamby Family Singing
Building Fund Offering

9**
Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

Mon
3
Bible Quiz Practice

Tues

Wed
5

4

Thu
7

6

Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

Midweek Service 7:30
Prayer 6:30 PM

10
Bible Quiz Practice

11

12

Midweek Service 7:30

13
Prayer 6:30 PM

Super Sunday

Fri

Couples Trip

14
Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

Sat
8

15

Couples Trip

16
Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6pm
Footwashing
& Communion

23

17

18
Ladies Christmas
Party
6:30 PM

Midweek Service 7:30

Sunday School 9:45 am
Evening Service 6:00 pm

20

21
Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

22

26

27

28

29

Bible Quiz Practice

24

25

Prayer 6:30 PM

Children’s Christmas
Program
9:45 AM
One Service Only..

30

19
Prayer 6:30 PM

Christmas Day
No Midweek Service

31

Men’s Prayer 7:15 am
Men’s Breakfast
@ Shoney’s 8 am

2

1
No Service

Midweek Service 7:30

Bible Quiz Practice

Romans 11:33 “33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways
past finding out!”
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Couples Trip

