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SDG 
SOLI DEO GLORIA 

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  
1Corinthians 10:31 

Elohim – The Lord God in Hebrew 

 

The Book Of Hebrews 
 

“Know what you believe and why you believe it.” 
Zion Reformed Church  

Bible Study 

www.zionreformedchurch.org 
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Soli Deo Gloria – The Book of Hebrews 

Welcome to Soli Deo Gloria, an in-depth Bible Study that aims to enrich and 

strengthen the faith of those who participate.  The Latin phrase, Soli Deo 

Gloria, comes from the reformation and means, “To God alone be the Glory.”  

St. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Therefore, whether you eat or drink or 

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  As we grow in our faith and 

understanding of God’s Word and put what we have learned into action, God’s 

name is certainly glorified.  May all who participate glorify His holy name and 

use what is learned to expand His Kingdom. 

 

Guidelines: 

 Each week we will cover one lesson.  Please do your lesson in advance 

and come to class ready to share and discuss.  If you have not completed 

your lesson, please come to class to listen to the discussion and stay up 

to date. However, since you have not completed the background work 

for the discussion we ask that you refrain from adding your comments to 

the discussion. 

 Our discussions will be extensive and often times personal.  Each study 

group is to see themselves as a family unit.  All personal discussions are 

to be kept strictly confidential.  Likewise, we must follow the command 

of Ephesians 4:29, “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but 

what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the 

hearers.”  Bible Study time is not a time for gossip or talk about other 

churches and struggles that they may be experiencing. 

 Bring your Bible with you and be ready to use it.  A good study Bible is 

recommended.  Bible Quotations in this study will come from the ESV 

or NKJV.  You may want to consider purchasing one of these Bibles for 

your study.  We strongly recommend that you do not use a paraphrase 

translation such as The Message or The Good News for this study. 

 Pray before you begin your study, whenever you experience difficulty in 

understanding a verse, prior to coming to the class session and for each 

person in your study group each and every day. 

 Be ready to grow and use what you learn. 
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SDG – The Book of Hebrews 

Zion Reformed Church 

 
Fall Calendar 2012 
Sunday, Sept. 9 & Monday, Sept. 10 Lesson #1 

Sunday, Sept. 16 & Monday, Sept. 17 Lesson #2 

Sunday, Sept. 23 & Monday, Sept. 24 Lesson #3 

Sunday, Sept. 30 & Monday, Oct. 1 Lesson #4 

Sunday, Oct. 7  & Monday, Oct. 8 Columbus Day 

Sunday, Oct. 14  & Monday, Oct. 15 Lesson #5 

Sunday, Oct. 21  & Monday, Oct. 22 Lesson #6 

Sunday, Oct. 28  & Monday, Oct. 29 Lesson #7 

Sunday, Nov. 4  & Monday, Nov. 5 Lesson #8 

Sunday, Nov. 11 & Monday, Nov. 12 Lesson #9 

 

Winter Break – Classes resume on Sunday, January 6 & Monday, January 7, 2013 

Study guides for the winter quarter will be available in the Church office beginning 

on Monday, Nov. 26. 

 

Class Times: 

Sunday Evening classes will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

Monday Morning classes will begin at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

Please come to all classes with your lesson completed to the best of your ability.   

 

If you are unable to attend a particular class you are free to join with the other 

class.  For instance, if you normally attend the Sunday evening class and you find 

that you can’t make it one week, you are welcome to join the Monday class for that 

week.  Both groups will be doing the same lesson each week. 
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Lesson #1  

SDG –Hebrews, an Introduction 
 

 

 

The Author 
 

We do not know who the author of Hebrews is.  Form a literary point of view we 

can learn a little bit about the author.  The Greek that is used is that of the educated 

and cultural classes.  The Author also had a profound understanding and 

knowledge of the Septuagint (The Greek translation of the Old Testament) and 

often quoted it.  At the same time, the author is well acquainted with the Jewish 

faith and the sacrifices, festivals and organization within temple worship.   

 

In the early church there were two candidates for the author.  The church based in 

Alexandria named Paul as the author.  Both Origen (A.D. 185-253) and Clement of 

Alexandria (A.D. 150-215) attributed Hebrews to Paul.  However, both also noted 

the difference in style of writing when compared to Paul’s other epistles.  

Tertullian (A.D. 155-220) who lived in Carthage and had ties to the church in 

Rome proposed Barnabas.  Other early writers suggested Luke or Clement of 

Rome.  From the fifth to the sixteenth century, the church accepted Paul as the 

author.  During the Reformation, Luther proposed Apollos and John Calvin pointed 

out the problems with a Pauline authorship.  Some modern scholars have 

postulated Pricilla (Acts 18:2-26), Epaphras (Col. 1:7) and Silas (Acts 15:22-40). 

 

What do we learn about the author when we read the book of Hebrews?  Look up 

the following verses and write down what we can learn from the book itself. 

 

Hebrews 13:22-23 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hebrews 2:3-4 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Hebrews 11:32-This is a real challenge-read this verse to acquaint yourself with 

what the writer says.  After reading the verse, read the following word study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Considering the Greek word that is translated as “tell” (ESV), what do we learn 

about the author? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Going back to the possible authors of this book, who can we eliminate as a 

potential author? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Go back to Hebrews 22:3-4, who else can we eliminate? Why? (Galatians 1:1-12) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Acts 18:24.  Think back to what you read about the early Christian Church 

and both the thoughts of Origen and Clement of Alexandria.  Who could we 

logically remove as a candidate?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY:  Greek-diegoumenon/English-tell 
 

In 11:23, the writer says, “For time would fail me to tell…  The Greek word 

diegoumenon is translated “tell.”  This word is a participial verb; that is, it shows  

both action like a verb but it also describes a noun like an adjective.  The noun that 

it describes is “I.”  In this case it is an “accusative, singular, masculine” participle in a 

“present” tense with a “deponent” voice.  For a math and science guy, that is a 

challenge! 
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Read Acts 4:36 & Acts 12:25-13:3.  What do these verses tell us about Barnabas? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now read Hebrews 13:22 one more time.  How might this verse support Barnabas 

as the writer?  (Hint:  Think about what the name Barnabas means) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The last two names that have been offered as possible authors are Epaphras and 

Silas.  What do we know about Epaphras? (Colossians 1:7; Col 4:2)  Is there any 

information that would rule him out?  Is there any information that would clearly 

indicate he is the author? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What about Silas?  (Acts 15:22, 32, 40; 1 Peter 5:12) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

So the question remains, “Who wrote Hebrews?”  Perhaps the best answer is given 

by Origen (A.D. 184—254) the Alexandrian who stated, “Who actually wrote the 

epistle, only God knows.”   
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Date: 
To gain some insight into when this book we written, we will look at a few 

different verses.  First, read Hebrews 5:1-4 paying special attention to verse 3.  

What tense is this section that deals with the priests written in?  Is it past, present 

or future? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does this mean and what does it tell us about the date of this book?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Our second time stamp can be found in 12:4 and 13:3.  What do these verses say 

about the persecution the Hebrews were facing?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

For a little history on Roman persecution of the Christians, go to 

www.unrv.com/culture/Christian-persecution.php  or look it up in an encyclopedia.  

When did the Romans begin to execute the Christians?  What does this tell us 

about the date for the writing of Hebrews? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Structure: 
When reading the book of Hebrews we will notice some similarities and 

differences between it and the other Epistles.  Read Hebrews 1:1-4 and compare it 

to James 1:1, 1 Peter 1:1, Titus 1:1-4 and Philippians 1:1.  What similarities or 

differences do you see? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now compare Hebrews 13:22-25 to the last verses of the Epistles in the previous 

question.  What similarities or differences do you see? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

A letter or a sermon, we don’t know!  Perhaps the best we can do is to accept it 

according to what the author says it is.  What is that? (Hebrews 13:22) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.unrv.com/culture/Christian-persecution.php
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Purpose: 
 

The primary focus of this book is to show that Christ is the true fulfillment of the 

Old Testament prophecies and practices and that Christianity is the true successor 

to the Jewish faith.  In doing this, the Author focuses on three topics.  What are 

they?  (The first is done for you!) 

1. Hebrews 7:1-28 and 10:19-22:  The priesthood and mediation 

2. Hebrews 9:11-10:18:  ________________________________________ 

3. Hebrews 8:8-13 and 9:15-22: __________________________________ 

  

 

Welcome to the Book of Hebrews!  John MacArthur writes, “The epistle to the 

Hebrews is a study in contrast between the imperfect and incomplete provisions of 

the Old Covenant, given under Moses, and the infinitely better provisions of the 

New Covenant offered by the perfect High Priest, God’s only Son and the Messiah, 

Jesus Christ.”   

  

 

To Him be glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Lesson #2 

SDG –Hebrews Chapter 1 
 

 

The book of  Hebrews begins with a very short history lesson.  What is meant by, 

“many times?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by, “in many ways?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were some of these ways?  

Genesis 18:1-33 ___________________________________________________ 

Genesis 28:10-17 ___________________________________________________ 

Exodus 3:1-28  ___________________________________________________ 

Exodus 4:1-9  ___________________________________________________ 

1 Samuel 3:1-14 ___________________________________________________ 

1 Samuel 8:7-10 ___________________________________________________ 

Daniel 5:1-12  ___________________________________________________ 

Daniel 7:1   ___________________________________________________ 

1 Kings 19:9-13  ___________________________________________________ 

  

Verse two begins with word “but.”  This word indicates that there is a contrast 

coming.  Actually there are four!  What is the contrast concerning: (The first is 

done for you)?  

1) Time of revelation:     Long ago vs. Last days 

2) Agent(s) of revelation:    _________________________________ 

3) Those receiving revelation:   _________________________________ 

4) The revelation itself: ___________________________________________ 

 

With this final contrast, the writer begins to show how Christ is superior to 

anything else in creation.  But before we begin our journey into the supremacy of 

Christ let’s take one more look at a key doctrine that is allowed to in the first tow 

verses.  The writer refers to the Old Testament times as “long ago” and “at many 

times.”  How does he refer to the time that the Hebrews were living in? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



10 

 

How does Jesus identify the time that we are living in?                                                     

(Matthew 12:32; Luke 20:34) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Many people talk about the coming last days.  We hear talk of the Millennial 

time/age, the church age, the tribulation, etc.  Read Luke 18:29-30.  What does 

Jesus say about “ages?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the new characteristic that is enjoyed in the “age to come?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The writer to the Hebrews is in total agreement with Jesus.  We are living in the 

last days or this age.  There is one more age to come, the age of eternal life which 

will be ushered in by Christ on the last day/judgment day.  

 

We will now return to our study of “His Son.”  God has spoken to us by His Son.  

What is meant by, “who He appointed the heir of all things?”  (Isaiah 9:6-7; Micah 

5:2-Consider who is normally considered an heir and what these verses say about 

the promised Messiah)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Through whom also He created the world.”  Where else in the Bible are we told 

that the world was created through Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To sum up, verse two tells us that God has given us the final complete Word 

through His Son, who is the heir, because He is the Son and all creation was made 

through Him.  While verse two focuses us on Christ’s Sonship, verse three focuses 

us on Christ’s divinity or Godly nature.  He begins by saying, “He (Jesus) is the 

radiance of the glory of God.”  What does the word “is” mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is this saying about Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What does Jesus say about Himself in John 8:12-18 and John 9:5?  Why is this 

appropriate? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

If something is an exact imprint, what does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Psalm 121:2 tell us that God has done? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Job 38:4-6 tell us about God? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Christ do that only God can do? (Verse 3) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sin separates us from God because it makes us unclean.  What has Christ done 

about this?  What is the result of this? (Verse 3) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is significant about Christ sitting, not standing? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The phrase “having become” indicates a “change of state.”  Water can be changed 

from a solid to a liquid to a gas.  It can become any of them.  What change of state 

had Christ gone through?  What is the implication of this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The writer to the Hebrews uses scripture to show that Christ is superior to angels.  

What scriptures does he quote and what is the point of each? 

 

Verse 5 -   

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 6 – 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 7 – 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 8 & 9 – 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 10 -12- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 13 – 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the job of angels? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the job of Christ?  

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #3 

SDG –Hebrew Chapter 2:1 
 

 

 

Chapter 2 begins with the word “therefore”.  What is this word a reference to? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the author say, “We must pay much closer attention to what we have 

heard?” Why was this important to the recipients of this letter? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What danger is warned of in verse one?  How can this be avoided? 

The writer warns about drifting away from the message of Christ.  This can only be 

avoided by paying close attention to Christ’s teachings and making them the 

foundation of our lives.  The Hebrew people would be tempted to hold on to their 

heritage and rely on the Law.  At the same they would also be tempted to follow 

the popular pagan rituals of the time. 

 

Again, an understanding of the Hebrew audience that is being addressed gives us a 

fuller understanding of what the author is saying.  Let’s take a moment to explore 

the mind or thought processes of the Hebrew.  In Deuteronomy Chapter 5 Moses 

records the giving of the Ten Commandments.  Moses follows that with explicit 

instructions on what the fundamental teachings of the Commandments were and 

what the people were supposed to do with this knowledge.  Read Deuteronomy 

6:4. What was the first teaching/doctrine that Moses taught the people?  Why was 

this teaching/doctrine of great importance?  What is the payment that is expected 

because of our debt?   
 

*THIS IS A CHALLENGE QUESTION* that is why you are being given 10 lines 

for your answer.  Pay close attention to the words “our”, “LORD”, “GOD” and 

“one” You cannot properly answer this question in one or two sentences. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congratulations, you’ve completed the first step in understanding the mind of a 

faithful Hebrew.  The second step is found in Deuteronomy 6:5.  This teaching is 

based on the doctrine just introduced in Deuteronomy 6:4.  What is this teaching?  

What does this mean?  This is another challenge question!!  You’re answer 

should come in four stages.  The first stage is a straight forward command.  Stages 

Two through Four are an explanation of how this command is to be carried out. 

 

Stage One  - The Command/What does this mean?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage Two – How is this carried out?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage Three – How is this carried out? What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Stage Four – How is it carried out?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Congratulations, you have completed the second step in understanding the mind of 

a faithful Hebrew.  But, we are not done, read Deuteronomy 6:6.  What is the third 

step that Moses gave the People?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The fourth step is an activity based command.  What did Moses tell the Hebrew 

people to do?  How was it to be done?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The fifth and final step is expressed in figurative language.  Read Deuteronomy 6: 

8-9.  What were the Hebrews to do?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Moses completed his instruction by introducing the people to why they were to 

follow the steps he had presented.  What were his concerns? 

 

Deuteronomy 6:10-12- _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deuteronomy 6:16-19- _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Deuteronomy 6:20 – _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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In the middle of the verses you just studied, Moses put another fear that he had in 

the mix.  This wasn’t a fear of what the people would do.  Rather, it was a fear 

based on who God was/is!  How is God described in Deuteronomy 6:15? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

By this time you are probably wondering if we are going to get back to the book of 

Hebrews.  We are almost there but there are two more avenues we must first 

explore to complete our basic understanding of the Hebrew mind.  Keeping the 

teaching of Deuteronomy chapter 6 in mind, read Malachi 3:6 and Numbers 23:19.  

What doctrine did these verses bring to the Jewish faith?  What was the implication 

of this for the Hebrew people? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Keeping in mind the doctrine presented in chapter one and what we have studied 

from Deuteronomy 6 and the last question, read Matthew 22:34-40.  Who is 

speaking in these verses?  What is the significance of this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

We now return to Hebrews 2:1.  Read this first verse again.  However, this time 

read it as if you had a Hebrew heritage.  What was the author telling the recipients 

of his letter to do? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does this verse apply to us today?  As you prepare to answer this question 

please consider Romans 11:17-23 and Romans 12 1-2. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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DOCTRINE: 1. A principle or body of principles presented for acceptance or 

belief, as by a religious, political, scientific or philosophic group 2. A rule or 

principle of law. 

 

In this you have seen a progression in the use of two words, teaching and doctrine.  

Moses certainly taught the children of Israel many things.  However, what he 

taught in Deuteronomy 6 would certainly meet the standard of being doctrine.  The 

belief in one God, Yahweh, is consistent throughout the Bible.  It is a doctrine 

without which one cannot consider himself a Christian.  The principle that we are 

to love the LORD above all else is a second foundational doctrine. 

 

All too often people say, “I’m not interested in doctrine, I just believe.” The natural 

question is, “What do you believe?” Without foundational doctrines a person has 

nothing to believe in.  What does the Bible say about doctrine? 

 

Romans 16:17 – __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ephesians 4:14 – __________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Timothy 1:10 – _________________________________________________   

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Titus 1:9 & 2:1 – __________________________________________________ 

 

 

Next week, we pick up with Hebrews 2:2 
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Lesson #4 

SDG –Hebrews 2:2-18  

 
  

Last week we saw that the Hebrew people, who were being addressed in this book 

and those of us who read it today are being encouraged to whole-heartedly 

embrace sound doctrine and live it.  In this week’s lesson we will begin to study 

the doctrines of the Gospel.  Remember, these doctrines are the principles that 

define our faith and are required for us to bear the name of Christian. 

 

What was the message declared by angels? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The idea of this message being transmitted by angels may raise a few eyebrows.  

Read the following verses.  Who spoke in each verse? 

 

Exodus 20:1 -_________________________________ 

 

Deuteronomy 5:22 – ___________________________ 

 

Acts 7:35-53 – ________________________________ 

 

Galatians 3:19 – _______________________________ 

 

 

How do we bring these verses into agreement?  It appears the answer is found in 

Moses’ final blessing of the children found in Deuteronomy 33:2.  There, Moses 

refers to the LORD coming with ten thousands of holy ones or angels.  This led to 

a Jewish tradition or rabbinical teaching that God with His angels gave the Law to 

the people.  This tradition is what the author of Hebrews is referring to. 
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According to verse two, what did/does the Law call for? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY:  Greek-bebaios/English-reliable 
 

This Greek word translated in Hebrews 2:2 as reliable is a legal term.  It literally 

means and is translated elsewhere as: 

     1) Firm- Hebrews 3:6 

     2) Unshaken-2 Corinthians 1:7 

 3) Guaranteed-Romans 4:16 

 4) Takes effect-Hebrews 9:17 (Referring to a will) 

 5) Sure-2 Peter 1:10 

 

That’s quite a number of translations!  In the legal realm it is the description of a 

witness; a witness who is firm, unshaken, and sure; a witness whose testimony is 

guaranteed; a witness whose testimony allows or leads to a final judgment taking 

effect.  This is how the Hebrew people and we as Christians are to view God’s 

Law/His Word.  It is the ultimate witness or source of truth that is beyond 

contestation! 

 

CONCEPT STUDY:  Transgression, Disobedience, Retribution 

 
The author of the Book of Hebrews is laying the groundwork for what is to come in 

future chapters when he speaks of transgression, disobedience and retribution in 2:2.  

His writing is very precise and should be noted.  A transgression is a willful act of 

wrongdoing.  Carelessness in attitude is the precursor of actual disobedience.  It is a 

wrongful action that comes from a failure to hear or refusal to hear.  Retribution is a 

payment of what is owed.  What the author lays out is that there is a payment for all 

wrongdoing.  There is no excuse that is acceptable.  It is a very harsh but very real 

doctrine.     
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What does the Bible teach us concerning the Law? 

Jeremiah 31:33-__________________________________________________ 

Romans 2:15-____________________________________________________ 

 

What is the purpose of the Law? (Romans 3:20) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the retribution or payment for sin?  (Romans 6:23) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who does this apply to?  (Romans 2:12) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To sum up, the Law was the ultimate witness or source of truth give to men by 

God with angels.  God wrote it on mankind’s heart and therefore all transgression 

and disobedience leads to retribution, judgment and death.  Since all died, it was 

obviously a reliable doctrine.  This leads to verse 3 which builds on this thought.  

Since the Law was reliable, the author writes, “How shall we escape if we neglect 

such a great salvation?”  What is meant by this salvation?  (John 11:26) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is it called a “great salvation?”  What does this mean?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why could the Hebrew people and us, trust this great salvation?    

1) _____________________________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse five begins with the word now.  Having shown that Christ was foretold, was 

the fulfillment of the Law and the founder of the Gospel which is the ultimate 

message from God, the author goes back to the argument he began in chapter one.  

Namely, Christ is superior to the angels.  What had God not subjected to the 

angels?  What is meant by this?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What is meant by the phrase, “It has been testified somewhere?”    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How were the Hebrew people to view the scriptures?  How does that affect our 

view?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What passage does the author quote in verses 6-8?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the phrase, “You made him for a little while lower than the 

angels?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Read Genesis 1:28.  What was subdued or put under subjection?  Who was it 

subject to?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Everything was made subject to Him, yet at this time we do not see everything 

subject to Him.   What is no longer subject to Him?  (Genesis 3:17-19)    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse nine seems to be a transitional verse.  It begins with the word but, which 

serves as a contrast.  The author says, “But, we see Him.”  Who is the Him the 

author refers to?    

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What does the author say that we see about Him?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the contrast (difference) that is being made?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Notice the transition that also takes place in this verse.  How were we introduced to 

Christ in 1:2?  (What did the author call Him?)  How is He referred to now?  Why 

the change?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the phrase “to taste death” mean or imply?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 10 begins, “For it was fitting that He, for whom and by whom all things 

exist.”  Who is He?   (Romans 11:33-36) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was it fitting for Him to do?  Why?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Who is the one who sanctifies? (Vs. 11)    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who are those who are sanctified? (Vs. 11)    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the phrase, “all have once source?”    
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Christ view those whom He has redeemed?  Why?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What verse is quoted in 2:12?  Why?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 13 is a quote from Isaiah 8:17-18.  The author of Hebrews is drawing a 

parallel between the Prophet and Christ.  Where did Isaiah and does Christ put 

their trust?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah said that the children or faithful remnant of Israel also put their trust there.  

Who are the children given to Christ?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who held the power of death?  What does this mean? (Vs. 15)    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Why didn’t Christ help the angels?  Why did He help us? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Doctrine Alert!  Verses 17 & 18 are the foundation of the Christian Doctrine that 

claims Jesus is our High Priest.  What was the primary role or duty of the High 

Priest? (Exodus 30:10)    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 

WORD STUDY:  Greek-epilambanetai/English-helps 
 

Just a comparison of the size of the Greek and English words of this study tells that 

there is probably more to the translation.  The Greek dictionary defines epilambanetai 

as, “to take hold of” or “to sieze.”  This is done to: 

     1) Help 

     2) Prevent something 

 3) Attain something 

 

Christ took hold of us or laid claim on us to help us in this life, to prevent us from 

experiencing God’s judgment and to attain for us eternal salvation. 

WORD STUDY:  Greek-hilasterion/English-Propitiation 
 

Hilasterion or propitiation is the means by which something is redeemed.  In the Old 

Testament, the blood of the atoning sacrifice was sprinkled on the cover of the Ark of 

the Covenant as a “propitiation” for the people’s sin. 
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How is Christ a faithful High Priest?       

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
What comfort can we take in knowing that Christ is our High Priest?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #5 

SDG –Hebrews Chapter 3  
 

 

As with the previous chapter, the author again begins this section of his letter with 

the word therefore.  What was established in chapter two that the writer now 

begins to add to? (2:11) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does the term “holy brothers’ mean or signify? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

When the author says, “you who share,” what is he indicating? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

What is the heavenly calling that the holy brothers share? (Ephesians 1:18; 

Philippians 3:14) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

What does it mean to consider something? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

In chapter two we heard that Jesus is our high priest.  What does the author add to 

this title?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Who else held this title? 

Luke 6:13- _____________________________________________________ 

1 Corinthians 9:1- _______________________________________________ 

Acts 14:4-______________________________________________________ 

2 Corinthians 8:23- _______________________________________________ 

(The ESV translates the same Greek word as messenger in this passage) 

Philippians 2:25-(ESV-Messenger) ___________________________________   

1 Thessalonians 2:6- _______________________________________________ 
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We often think of the 12 disciples as “The Apostles.”  After Judas hanged himself 

the 11 remaining disciples replaced him.  What qualifications did Peter establish 

for the replacement apostle? (Acts 1:21-22) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:20.  Are you an apostle? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

The writer speaks of “our confession.” 1 Corinthians 15:3-5 is considered by many 

to be the first Christian Creed or formal confession.  What were the primary points 

of this early confession? 

1) ____________________________________________________ 

2) ____________________________________________________ 

3) ____________________________________________________ 

4) ____________________________________________________ 

5) ____________________________________________________ 
 

Who does this writer compare Jesus to?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Moses was faithful in all God’s house.”  What is meant by this? (Numbers 12:7) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is Jesus worthy of more glory than Moses?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Using the analogy of a builder and a building the author says, “the builder of all 

things is God.”  What does he say about Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the purpose of Moses being faithful in all of God’s house? (Vs. 6) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Verse six takes us back to the idea or concept of the holy brothers.  If Christ is 

faithful as God’s son and we are his brothers then we must 

be______________________________________________________________? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses 7-11 serve as a major warning and contrast.  What portion of scripture is 

quoted?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In the first 6 verses of this chapter Moses was compared to Jesus.  In a comparison 

the similarities of two or more people, objects or ideas is identified.  What were the 

similarities of Moses and Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

As mentioned earlier, verse 7 begins a contrast.  A contrast is a listing of how two 

or more people, objects or ideas are different.  Who or what is being contrasted 

with Moses and Christ?  What is the big difference?  What led to this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the result(s) of the people’s actions?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the phrase, “They shall not enter my rest?”    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse twelve takes this contrast and turns it into a warning for the recipients of the 

letter.  What is the warning? (Vs. 12) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse thirteen follows up with a directive that adds to the call to “take care.”  What 

are the believers told to do?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When are they to do this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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How can the deceitfulness of sin harden a person’s heart? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How might the Hebrew people of the first century have been especially vulnerable 

to such deceitfulness?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What have we come to share in Christ?  (Vs. 14) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is this predicated upon?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Again, we hear the warning of “Today!”  Verses 16-18 tell us why we have to take 

care today that our hearts are not hardened.  Why must we take care?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #6 

SDG –Hebrews Chapter 4:1-13 
 

 

While chapter 3 closed with the observation that the Israelites were unable to enter 

God’s rest because of their unbelief, in chapter 4 the author begins to address those 

who enter into God’s rest.  Chapter 3 focused on verse 7 and 8 of Psalm 95.  In 

Chapter 4 the author focuses on verse 11 of  Psalm 95. 

 

Our lesson today begins with a challenge question.  The author says, “Therefore, 

while the promise of entering His rest still stands.”  In writing this he assumes that 

everyone believes the promise still stands.  Why would he make this assumption?  

(Helpful hint: Consider who the subject of 3:1-6 was and consider who the author 

quoted in 3:7-11)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the ramification of this?                                                                                 

(Helpful hint: What is the rest that David spoke of?) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why else could the Hebrew people, and us, be assured that the promise of entering 

His rest still stands? 

Joshua 21:45-____________________________________________________ 

Joshua 23:4 –____________________________________________________ 

1 Kings 8:56-____________________________________________________ 

Psalm 89:1-_____________________________________________________ 

Hebrews 6:18-___________________________________________________ 

 

What is the implication when the author writes, “let us fear lest any of you should 

seem to have failed to reach it?”  What is the implication of the word “us?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the implication of the word “fear?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What is the implication of the word “failed?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What comparison is the author making in verse 2? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To understand this comparison, we must refresh our memories in regards to what 

happened in the Wilderness.  The Israelites were being led by God to the Promised 

Land where they would rest from their Egyptian slavery.  Read Leviticus Chapters 

13 & 14.  What was the message they didn’t benefit from? (Numbers 14:22) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

   

Who were those who listened? (Numbers 13:30 & 14:6) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What became of these two groups? (Numbers 14:23-24; Joshua 1:2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the factor that made the difference between these two groups?          

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 3 is filled with great promise and hope for the believer.  In what tense (past, 

present, future) is the first half of this verse written?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who will enter into God’s rest/salvation? (Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9; 1 

Thessalonians 2:13) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can this be enjoyed today?   

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Why does the author follow this good news with the threat, “As I swore in my 

wrath, they shall not enter My rest?”  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When did God plan man’s salvation and judgment? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Take careful note of how the author begins verse 4.  What is the purpose of doing 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verse 5 & 6 the author recaps what he has said.  Some will enter into God’s rest 

and some will not because of their disobedience.  Verse 7 brings us to the message 

he wants the Hebrews to hear.  What is it? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

According to the verse that is quoted in verse 7, what leads to judgment? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To some of the Hebrew people the fact that they lived in the Promised Land 

seemed like a total fulfillment of entering God’s rest.  Why would they feel this 

way? (Deuteronomy 12:10 & Joshua 22:4) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the point of verses 8 & 9? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the phrase, “Whoever had entered God’s rest has also rested 

from his work?”  (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:25-31)   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

As you think about your last answer, compare it to what Zacharias Ursinus and 

Caspar Olevianus wrote in the Heidelerg Catachism, answer 103: 

That every day of my life 

I rest from my evil ways. 

Let the Lord work in me through His Spirit, 

And so begin already in this life 

The Eternal Sabbath 
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In verse 11 we come full circle. What does the author encourage us to do? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why?  Because the Word of God is living and active.  What is meant by that? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is God’s Word like a two-edged sword? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

God’s Word pierces to the division of soul and spirit, joints and marrow.  What 

does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Psalm 139:12.  How does this verse support Hebrews 4:13? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCEPT STUDY:  The Word of God 
 
“The Word of God is active.”  The Greek word for active is “energes.”  Yes, that is the 
word from which we derive the English word “energy.”  God’s Word is Energy.  
Energy to: 
 

     1) Create the Universe and all that exists 

     2) Redeem mankind (In the beginning was the Word…) 

 3) Call us from the grave into His eternal rest! 
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Lesson #7 

SDG –Hebrews Chapter 4:14-5:10 
 

 

 

With our seventh lesson we begin to study what is probably the major theme of 

Hebrews, the High Priesthood of Jesus.  In this week’s lesson the author will help 

us to see that Jesus is the Great High Priest.  This concept was first introduced to 

us in 2:17.  To refresh our minds, read Exodus 30:10.  What was the primary role 

or duty of the High Priest?         

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Leviticus Chapter 16.  Who was the first High Priest? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Where was the High Priest to make atonement? (Lev. 16:2) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was in this place? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How was the High Priest supposed to prepare himself for entering this place?  

(Lev. 16:4)  What is significant about the preparation and dress of the High Priest? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What animals were used for making atonement?  What was the purpose of each?  

What was done with each?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When was atonement made? (Lev. 16:29) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To sum up, once a year, the High Priest made atonement for himself, his family 

and the people of Israel.  Blood was shed as a payment for their sins and it was 

brought before God in the Holy Place at the mercy seat.  When the High Priest did 

this he humbled himself by removing his high priestly robes and replacing them 

with the humble tunic of the serving priests.  To get to the mercy seat He had to 

pass through the veil or curtain of sin/separation.   

 

We are now ready to see the comparison of Jesus to the High Priest.  What did 

Jesus pass through?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Knowing this, what are we encouraged to do?  Why?                                                      

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Jesus differ from an earthly High Priest? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Think back over the time of Christ’s ministry.  As you examine Christ being 

crucified by the soldiers what do you think He was tempted to do?  What do we 

learn about Him? (Focus on the soldiers as they nailed Him to the cross.                      

Luke 23-34) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider the thief who ridiculed Jesus and tempted/challenged Jesus to save 

Himself.  He wanted Jesus to prove Himself.  What became of the thief?  Jesus?                                                      

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness.  What did Satan want to 

lead/tempt Jesus to do?  (Matthew 4:9)  What did Jesus do? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

WORD STUDY:  English-Tempted/Greek-Peirazo 
 

This Greek word is a loaded one!  It refers to a situation by which an individual is:   
 

1) Examined- He was tempted and the reaction to the temptation allowed the         

person to be examined for what they truly believed. 
 

2) Proving-Man is said to tempt God.  By this, man is testing God to see if He 

really is what He says or will do what He says He will do.  Man does this because 

he refuses to accept God’s power or directives until God manifests or proves 

Himself.  This type of tempting is condemned and never results in a good outcome 

for the tempter. 
 

3) Lead-This is the most traditional meaning.  We are led (tempted) to do wrong. 
 

4) Educate-This kind of temptation is designed to help us grow or build us up. 
 

In the case of Jesus, He was tempted in every way.  Through His life we see who He 

really is.    
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Consider Jesus in the temple as a boy (Luke 2:41-52).  Jesus must have been 

tempted to go home with his parents; friends and relatives.  He was also tempted to 

stay and talk with the teachers of the Law.  What was the result of these 

temptations?  (Luke 2:52) 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

Hopefully we all have a better understanding of what it means to be tempted in 

every way or respect.  What can we do because of what Christ has done? (4:15)   

Why?                                                                                                                       

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How was the High Priest chosen? or what qualified an individual to become a High 

Priest?  (Exodus 28:29; Leviticus 8:10; Numbers 16-18 especially 16:40) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who appointed Aaron to be the High Priest? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the High Priest appointed to do?                                                                    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How was the High Priest to deal with the ignorant or wayward?  Why?  What did 

this mean the High Priest had to do? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Christ become a High Priest? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why was Christ eligible to be the Great High Priest?                                                      

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Who was Melchizedek?  How was Christ like him?  (Genesis 14:18-20;                       

Psalm 110:4) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

According to 5:7, what did Jesus, as the great High Priest do? What is said about 

this action?  Why was this so?  What message can we take from this and apply to 

ourselves? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Christ learn obedience?  What is meant by this?                                                         

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is Jesus the source of salvation for all who believe and obey Him? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Notice, Christ is the source of eternal salvation for “all who obey Him.”  What is 

the ramification of this statement? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #8 

SDG –Hebrews Chapter 5:11-14 

  
  

 

In our last lesson, the author concluded by telling the recipients of his letter that 

Jesus was a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.   What two things does he 

say about this teaching? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Obviously he would like to continue to teach about this subject but he feels that he 

can’t at this point in his letter.  Why does he feel this way? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When saying this, the author is echoing the words of another great teacher.  Who 

else said something like this? (John 16:12)  Who had He said it to?  When was it 

said? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by “dull of hearing” or “cannot bear them now?”    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

This is not a new concept, read Romans 1:18-20.  What is always being taught? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the reaction to this teaching?  (Romans 1:21-32) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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At this point, we must remember that the Hebrews had received this same general 

revelation or teaching.  However, the Hebrew people had received much more.  

What else had they received?   

Romans 9:4- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Romans 9:5- 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Hebrews 2:3-4- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

This is a lot of receiving, teaching or revelation!  What does the author think is a 

reasonable expectation of his Hebrew audience?  (vs. 12) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do the following verses say about this expectation? 

Colossians 3:16- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Peter 3:15- 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

2 Timothy 3:15- 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Romans 2:17-24.  What unfortunately, was all too common among the 

Hebrew people? Why did this happen?  What was the result? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Returning to verse 12, what did the author say needed to be done? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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After reading the Concept Study and the Word Study you probably get the feeling 

that the author is both upset and disappointed.  He has employed some very strong 

language.  He’s not done!  What is he implying when he says, “you need milk not 

solid food?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

He continues by saying, “for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word 

of righteousness.”  So, besides calling them babies, what else is he saying about 

them?  What does this mean?  Why would this be the case? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Concept Study: “Basic Principals” 
 

The Greek phrase, “Stoichea tes arches,” is translated as “basic principles” (ESV),  

“elementary truths” (NIV), “elementary principles” (NASB and “first principles” 

(NKJV).  This Greek phrase actually is used to refer to the first letters of the alphabet 

or to addition and subtraction tables in mathematics.  These principles-basic, 

elementary, first- are the foundational blocks upon which everything in writing or 

mathematics is developed.  To use it in a spiritual context, the author is speaking of 

the very basic foundational truths upon which the Christian faith is built. 

Word Study:   Greek-Logion/English-Oracles 
 

The Greek word logion is a lesser or diminutive form of the Greek word “logos.”  

Whereas “logos” is The Word of God and used to describe Jesus Himself, logion is 

“words from God” or “divine communications.”  1 Peter 4:11 uses this word to 

describe the teaching of Christian preachers.  Paul uses this word in Romans 3:2 to 

describe the writings of the prophets in the Old Testament.” 
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Carefully read verse 14.  What is meant by solid food? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the author define “mature?”  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is maturity gained?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.  How does Paul describe this maturity? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________  

 

How did Jesus describe how to achieve this maturity? (Matthew 19:21) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Concept Study: “Word of Righteousness” 
 

Previously we studied the “oracles of God.”  These were the words from God.  They 

were connected to “the basic principles.”  Thus, the “basic principles of the oracles of 

God” were the elementary teachings of the faith.  Within the Church, coming out of 

the Reformation, we might consider the catechisms as Oracles of God.  The 

Catechisms focused on the ABC’s of the Christian faith:  The Apostles Creed, the Ten 

Commandments and The Lord’s Prayer.   These were considered to be the basic 

principles and the teachings concerning them, as contained in the catechisms could be 

thought of as oracles or words from God.   

  

This new phrase, “Word of Righteousness” is significantly different.  First of all, 

“Word” is the “logos” of the Greek language.  It is the Word that answers all 

questions; according to John 1:1-3 & 14 it is Jesus.  You would think that saying 

“logos” would be enough.  However, the author includes the Greek “dikaiosynes.”  

This word is used to describe the character of God, His will or God Himself.  In 

essence, the author is saying that the Hebrews are unskilled in handling Christ and the 

Word of the Gospel.  It is a very significant rebuke. 
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Lesson #9 

SDG –Hebrews 6:1-20   

  
  

Chapter five ended with a powerful rebuke of the Hebrew people because they 

were not maturing in their faith.  Chapter six continues this theme.  What is the 

first thing the author calls on the Hebrews to do? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Should the elementary doctrines of Christ be abandoned?  Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six examples of elementary doctrine that are listed.  The first two are 

truly foundational.  What is repentance? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is repentance important?  Read the following verses.  Who spoke of repentance?  

What was the occasion?  What do we learn about repentance from these verses?   

Mark 1:14-15- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 

Acts 2:38-

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 

Acts 3:19- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Revelation 2:5- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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Revelation 16:9- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is a dead work? (Romans 5:12 & 6:23) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by faith toward God?  How does it relate to the foundation of 

repentance?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

While the first two elementary doctrines are referred to as foundations, what are 

the next four described as? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are differing opinions as to what is meant by these four beliefs.  However, 

since this letter is written to the Hebrews we can safely assume that they are 

connected to their Hebrew heritage.  What is meant by washings?  (Exodus 30:18-

21; Leviticus 16:4, 24, 26, 28; Mark 7:4, 8) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were these washings a symbol of? 

Titus 3:5- 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

Romans 6:3-    

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the laying on of hands? 

Leviticus 1:4; 3:8, 13; 16:21- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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Genesis 48:14; Numbers 27:18- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acts 6:6- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Acts 9:17- 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

1Timothy 4:14- 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the resurrection of the dead?  (Psalm 16:10; Isaiah 26:19; 

Ezekiel 37:10; Daniel 12:2)   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

This teaching was accepted by the Pharisees but rejected by the Sadducees at the 

time of Jesus.  What did the average Hebrew believe?  (John 11:24) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did Jesus teach about the resurrection of the dead?  (John 11:25) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did the Apostles teach? (Acts 1:22; 2:32; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40 13:37; 17:31-32; 

26:23; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; with so many references, you know that this was a 

fundamental teaching!) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the eternal judgment?  (Matthew 24:31-46; Acts 24:25; Daniel 

12:2; Revelation 20:11-31:8)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Verse 3 is a reference back to verse 1.  What does the author hope to do? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses 4-6 present us with interpretive problems.  The three most common 

interpretations of these verses are: 

1. They refer to Christians who actually lose their salvation. 

2. It is a hypothetical argument used to warn the immature and sluggish 

Hebrews. 

3. It is a reference to individuals who profess to be Christians but don’t truly 

have a saving faith. 

 

Verse 3 ended with the words, “if God permits.”  It is a reference to teaching and 

discussing the mature teachings of the faith.  Verse 4 begins, “For it is impossible 

in the case of those…:  It is impossible for humans to effectively teach or discuss 

the mature teachings in the case of with certain individuals.  Only God can do the 

impossible.  This should bring us a certain level of comfort.  Our job is to sow the 

seed.  Only God can make it grow.  Only God can save.  We don’t save anyone!  

We are instruments God uses to bring His Word to the lost. 

 

According to verses 4-6, who is it impossible to reach with the mature teachings of 

the faith?  What is meant by each statement or description? 

 

 Verse 4- 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 5-   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 6a 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

According to verse 6b, what is impossible for the people who were just described? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

How do they once again crucify the Son of God? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

In verses 7 & 8 what does the author compare these people to?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

What awaits these people?  Why?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

So much for being “seeker sensitive!”  Verses 1-8 of chapter six is a clear example 

of the “power of discernment” mentioned in 5:14.  The author discerned that his 

audience needed a good dose of the Law.  He certainly gave it to them! However, 

the Law is always followed by the Gospel.  Why must the Law come first?  

(Romans 3:20)    ____________________________________________________ 



48 

 

Verses 9-20 give the Gospel.  In verse 9, what does the author say about the 

Hebrews? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does he feel this way? (Vs. 10) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is his hope for them?  (Vss. 11 & 12) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verses 13-19 the author appeals to the Hebrew heritage of Abraham as their 

forefather.  What did God promise Abraham? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did God guarantee this promise? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did this double guarantee His promise? 

1. ____________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________ 

 

How did Abraham obtain the promise? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

With this thought, the author begins to bring us back to his discussion of Jesus as 

the High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.   Since God foretold that the Messiah 

would be a High Priest and since Jesus was accredited by God as the Messiah/High 

Priest, we can trust His words as much as Abraham had trusted God’s Word.  What 

does He compare the hope that we have through Jesus to?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Congratulations!   You have completed the Fall Quarter of SDG.  We will take a 

break for the Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons.  We will resume our study on 

Sunday January 6
th

 and Monday, January 7
th
. 


