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The disciples saw a man who was blind from birth.  In their question to Jesus, what 

two explanations do they give as the possible reason for his blindness? 

1. ________________________________ 

2. ________________________________ 

 

Jesus offered a third explanation.  What was it? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Does God ever use personal trials as personal punishment for sin (2 Samuel 12)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Perhaps a bigger question is, “are children born as sinners?”  (See Psalm 51:5; 

Romans 5:12-21) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Matthew 7:1.  What does Jesus say concerning making speculations about a 

person’s sin? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 5:1-2, 11-13.  Are Christians ever supposed to judge?  If yes, 

when?  If not, why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 4 begins with the inclusive word, “we.”  What did Jesus tell His disciples 

that they were to be doing?  When were they to so this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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When wouldn’t the disciples be able to do this work? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider Christ’s words of Matthew 28:19-20.  Is it day or is it night?  What does 

this mean for the Christian? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses 6&7 provide an interesting account of the first stage of the blind man’s 

healing.  John notes that Jesus spit on the ground, put mud on the blind man’s eyes 

and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam.  Why did Jesus do this?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses 8-12 provide another interesting commentary.  The man’s neighbors and 

those who had seen him before wondered if he really was the former blind man.  

Why would they question this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did the people take the man to the Pharisees? 

______________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 14 contains a critical piece of information that will lay the foundation for 

much of the following dialogue.  What is this critical point? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The Pharisees were divided over how to handle what had happened.  How were 

they divided? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Compare vs. 11 to vs. 17.  How was the healed man’s perception of Jesus 

changed? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In verse 18, John tells us that the Jews did not believe the man had been blind.  

What changed their opinion? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Pharisees asked the man’s parents two questions.  What were those questions? 

Which did they answer?  Which didn’t they answer?  Why not? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did the Pharisees say, “Give glory to God.”  We know that this man is a 

sinner?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: The Jews 

In verse 18, John identifies the unbelieving Pharisees as, “the Jews.”  This is a 
phrase he uses continually throughout the Gospel for the religious leaders 
who opposed Jesus- see Lesson #3. 
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How did the former blind man respond to the directive?  Why?  He did not agree to 

do what they said.  He understood what they wanted, to minimize Jesus.   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Let’s review the events so far: 

1. Jesus healed the blind man. 

2. The people took the man to the Pharisees. 

3. The Pharisees questioned the man. 

4. The Pharisees questioned his parents. 

5. The Pharisees gave the man directions on what he was to say about the 

miracle. 

 

What was the next action or step taken by the Pharisees?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the healed man respond to the second round of questioning? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider the man’s statement in verse 27.  What does it say about the man? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summarize the Pharisees position as presented in verse 29. 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses 30-33 contain the very bold response of the man to the Pharisees.  

Remember, his parents wouldn’t talk with the Pharisees out of fear.  Yet, this man 

speaks directly to what they have said and to what they taught and believed.  What 

are the main points of the man’s response? 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________________________ 

4. ______________________________________________________________ 
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The Pharisees response in verse 34 comes in two forms.  What was their two-fold 

response? 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you see an irony in this response? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Jesus respond to the news that the man had been cast out?  Why? 

Jesus went to talk to him.  Jesus did this for two reasons: 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the point of the question, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the healed man respond to Christ’s question? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Get out your highlighter or favorite pen to underline with!  Highlight or underline 

Christ’s answer in verse 37.  What is so important about this answer? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Son of Man 

This is Jesus’ most common title for Himself.  He uses this phrase 81 times in 
the Gospels and only uses it in the Gospels.  Stephen also used this title in Acts 
7:56 when he looked into heaven and saw Jesus.  John uses this title in 
Revelation 1:13 when he describes his vision of Jesus.  The title comes from 
Daniel 7:13-14 where the Son of Man is pictured as a heavenly being, from the 
presence of God Himself, who is given authority, power and glory.  Jesus used 
Son of Man, a Biblical term rather than Christ, a man made political term. 



6 
 

What point was Jesus making when He said, “For judgment I came in this world?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who are the blind that “may see?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who are the people who see but become blind? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Digging Deeper – The Signs of Jesus 

Throughout the Gospels, people flocked to see and hear Jesus.  What drew them to 

Him?  Obviously, His miracles played an important part in that attraction.  John 

only records seven of Christ’s miracles.  He calls them “signs” in each situation.  

Much like a road sign gives direction and information to those on the road, Christ’s 

miracles or signs give us direction or information to who He really is and validate 

the authority of His teachings.  John’s recording of the seven signs also gives us an 

outline of the progression in how people responded to Jesus.  While the signs were 

meant to plant the seeds of faith, they eventually became the instigation of His 

death.  The seven signs in John and their effect are: 

1. Changing the Water into Wine – John 2:  John mentions that the sign 

signified Christ’s glory or deity in that He demonstrated His power over 

creation.  The result was that the disciples believed (2:11). 

2. Healing the nobleman’s son - John 4:  This sign again shows that Jesus is 

more than just a man; He is God incarnate.  Only God could heal from a 

distance.  The result was that the people believed (4:52) 

3. Healing the lame man - John 5:  This sign showed that Jesus as the Lord of 

the Sabbath.  However, this sign stepped on the religious leaders toes and 

they reprimanded Jesus and did not believe because the sign was performed 

on the Sabbath. 

4. Feeding the five thousand – John 6:  Jesus again showed His power over 

creation.  This time, the people wanted to make Jesus their “bread king” 

because of the sign.  Instead of accepting His teaching, they accepted the 

sign as a symbol of what He could do for them on a physical level. 

5. Walking on the water – John 6:  Jesus showed His power over creation and 

His love for His disciples.  The disciples accepted Him into the boat.  

Matthew records that they were amazed and worshipped Him. 

6. Healing the blind man – John 9:  John used this sign to draw a parallel 

between the man’s physical blindness and the Pharisees spiritual blindness.    

The Pharisees ridiculed the blind man’s faith in what he had seen and 

experienced and they challenged Jesus. 
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7. Lazarus raised from the dead – John 11:  This sign combined with Jesus’ 

words, “I am the Resurrection and the Life,” give us a clear indication of 

who Christ is and what He came to do.  He came to take on sin, defeat the 

effect of sin and so that all who believe in Him may have forgiveness.  Yet 

this sign also led to the religious leader’s decision that Jesus must die. 
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This chapter begins with an allegory which is often defined as an extended 

metaphor or extended simile.  Both offer comparisons saying something is 

(metaphor) or something is like (simile) another object or being.  The objects or 

beings that are used for this comparison are symbolic.  Place close attention to the 

following terms: door, sheepfold, sheep, flock shepherd, thieves, robbers, stranger 

and hired hand.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the difference between a thief and a robber? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why would a thief or robber climb into the sheepfold? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the dual purpose of the door? 

_______________________________________ 

1. _______________________ 

2. _______________________ 
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WORD STUDY: Sheepfold 

The sheepfold was a place of security where the shepherd kept his sheep at 
night.  Most commonly, it had a wall of stone built around it with only one 
entrance that was protected by a strong door that could be locked.  The wall 
was high enough to keep the sheep in and most predators out.  The sheepfold 
was usually constructed in the middle of the pasture.  At times, caves were 
used if they were conveniently located. 
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A door is also an entrance.  Apply the concept of the door as an entrance to the two 

purposes of the door.                                                                                                          

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the role of the gatekeeper? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the shepherd get the sheep to come out of the fold? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the shepherd get the sheep to go where he wants them to go? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How well does the shepherd know his sheep? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does this tell us about the shepherd? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why do the sheep follow the shepherd?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

1) ________________________________________ 

2) ________________________________________ 

3) ________________________________________ 

 

Why won’t the sheep follow the voice of a stranger? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why will the sheep flee from the voice of the stranger? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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John records that the people Jesus talked to did not understand his figure of speech.  

What does the: 

1) Sheepfold represent? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2) Thief or robber represent? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Gatekeeper  represent? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4) Shepherd represent? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) Sheep represent? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now, that we have identified some of the symbols used, let’s go back to the first 

verse.  How does the thief or robber enter the sheepfold?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 7 introduces us to the third “I am” saying of Jesus.  How is Jesus, the Great I 

AM, the door?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Were there other doors?  Why or Why not? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Compare and contrast the goal of the shepherd and the thief? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

1) _______________________________ 

2) _______________________________ 

3) _______________________________ 

 

Verse 11 introduces us to the fourth “I am” saying of Jesus.  By now, we are 

familiar with the, I AM phrase and know that this is a claim to be God.  Yet this 

particular phrase is very unique.  Look up the following passages and record how 

God is described in each. 

Psalm 23: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Psalm 8:1: 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Psalm 95:7 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ezekiel 31:11-16? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Isaiah 40:11? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jeremiah 23:1: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Now consider Jesus’ words, “I am the good shepherd,” and the rest of verse 11.  

How is this a claim to be God?  Why is He the good shepherd? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is extraordinary about Christ’s claim that He, “lays down His life for the 

sheep?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does He do this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why doesn’t the hired hand do this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who does the hired hand represent? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did those who are represented by the hired hands show their attitude for the 

sheep (chapter 9)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does this say about their heart? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read verses 14 & 15.  Now read Genesis 1:26.  What is one example of how we 

are made in the image of God? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Jesus mean when He says, “I have other sheep that are not of this fold?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What will Jesus do with these sheep? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Modern society and religions tell us that there are many pathways to God.  We 

have already seen how that is opposed to Jesus being, “the door.”  How does verse 

16 address this faulty teaching? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Not only would Jesus lay down His life for the sheep, what other bold claim does 

He make?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:10; Galatians 1:1 and Romans 8:10.  Who raised Jesus 

from the dead? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the people respond to the teachings of Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

It would appear that a little time passes between verses 21 & 22.  When John 

records that it was winter and the time of the Feast of Dedication (see attachment at 

the end of this lesson).  Included in this lesson is an artist’s rendering of Herod’s 

temple, a floor plan and a brief history of the temple.  Solomon’s colonnade was at 

the eastern entrance.  It was a covered area with large columns to support the roof.  

Since it was winter and Jesus was walking under the roof we can infer that it was 

raining.  However, such weather would bring all visitors to the temple together 

under the protection of the roof.  Under these circumstances, Jesus is again 

confronted by the Jewish religious leaders.  What is their question? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In lesson #5 (John 4:25-26) we saw that Jesus identified Himself as the Christ to 

the Samaritan woman at the well.  Why didn’t Jesus simply say, “I am the Christ,” 

to the Jewish leaders? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus told them that He had revealed Himself to them in two ways.  What were 

these two ways?  Why did He respond to their question in this way? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why didn’t the Pharisees believe Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Jesus the Good Shepherd give to His sheep?  What else does He say 

about the gift? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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For the second time in the Gospel of John, the Jews want to stone Jesus.  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Digging Deeper: “My Father, who has given them to me…” 

There are two ways to interpret verses 28-30: 
1) Predestination-Some theologians assert that God, from the beginning of 

time, chose who would be saved and who would be condemned.  Those 
He chose to save are called the “elect.”  Those He chose not to save are 
condemned.  Those who follow this line of interpretation also believe 
that God “preserves the saints.”  That is, those God has elected will 
never fall from grace because God will preserve this faith and protect 
them from the evil one.  This is why Jesus says, “no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand.” 

2) Future Tense-Some theologians assert that this passage is referring to 
eternal life from start to end.  They reason that those who hear and 
believe in Jesus receive the blessing of eternal life.  As a result: 

a. They will never perish 
b. They cannot be taken from Christ once they are in Heaven with 

Him. 
They interpret the phrase, “My Father, who has given them to me, as a 
simple statement of fact.  Those who believe in Jesus, God the Father 
gives to Him because God is sovereign and in control of everything. 
 
These are two vastly different interpretations that can both be 
supported by other scriptures.  We probably won’t know the true 
answer until we are with Christ in Heaven.  While both interpretations 
seem vastly different; both agree that: 

1) Jesus is the one and only Savior 
2) God is all powerful and He will be victorious 
3) God will judge and there are only two possible outcomes; Heaven 

for those of faith and Hell for those who do not have faith in 
Christ.  

4) Jesus and the Father are one.  There is only one God who is triune 
in nature. 
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How did Jesus turn their desire to stone Him into an opportunity for them to 

believe? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Jews did not want to focus on the miracles; instead they wanted to focus on 

Christ’s claim to be equal to God the Father.  Ironically, this is what they had 

asked Him for in the beginning.  Christ’s response to their focus on His words is 

brilliant.  What Word did the Jews believe was infallible? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was Jesus’ point in quoting Psalm 82:6? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Judges had been called gods, because God’ word had come to them so that they 

could administer justice.  According to John 1:1-14, who or what was Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The line of logic looks like this: 

 Judge-receives God’s Word-called god-should act like God 

 Jesus-Word of God sent by God-He is God-He acts like God 

 

How did Jesus use this final point of logic to, yet again, reach out to the Jewish 

leaders? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the Jews respond to this invitation?  Why?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus left and went back to where John had been baptizing.  What did the people 

realize?   

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The Jewish Temple 
 

Solomon built the first temple, which had been designed by his father King 

David.  King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the first temple.  When the Jews 

returned to the Promised Land in 538 B.C. the task of rebuilding the temple 

was undertaken.  Under the leadership of Zerubbabel the temple was rebuilt 

and completed in 515 B.C.  However, over the centuries, it fell into 

disrepair.  King Herod the Great began a complete restoration and expansion 

of the temple around 20 B.C.  His goal was to return the temple to the 

splendor and majesty of Solomon’s time.  This was not done out of devotion 

to God.  Rather, he did this for his only glory and to gain the support of the 

Jewish people.  This was the temple that Jesus went to.  While the majority 

of the work was completed in the first three years of construction, the temple 

restoration and expansion wasn’t completed until 64 A.D. 

 

An artist’s rendition of how Herod’s Temple would have appeared: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



19 
 

Hannukkah – “The Feast of Dedication” 

 

In Hebrew, the word "Hanukkah" means "dedication," and the holiday 

celebrates the re-dedication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem in the 2nd 

century B.C. Hanukkah is celebrated for eight days and nights, starting on 

the 25th of Kislev on the Hebrew calendar (which is November-December 

on our calendar). The celebrations often consist of games, gifts, the eating of 

traditional foods and rituals including the daily lighting of a series of lights 

on the “menorah,” whose illumination has led to the holiday also being 

known as the "Festival of Lights." 

 

History of Hanukkah 

In 168 B.C. the Temple was seized and dedicated to the worship of Zeus.  

Some Jews were afraid of the Greek soldiers and obeyed them, but most 

were angry and decided to fight back. Antiochus Epiphanes IV, the Greek 

King of Syria, outlawed Jewish rituals and ordered the Jews to worship 

Greek gods. 

The fighting began in Modiin, a village not far from Jerusalem. A Greek 

officer and soldiers assembled the villagers, asking them to bow to an idol 

and eat the flesh of a pig, activities forbidden to Jews. The officer asked 

Mattathias, a Jewish High Priest, to take part in the ceremony. He refused, 

and another villager stepped forward and offered to do it instead. Mattathias 

became outraged, took out his sword and killed the man, then killed the 

officer. His five sons and the other villagers then attacked and killed the 

soldiers. Mattathias' family went into hiding in the nearby mountains, where 

many other Jews who wanted to fight the Greeks joined them. They attacked 

the Greek soldiers whenever possible. 
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As we begin chapter 11, John introduces us to Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  Read 

Luke 10:38-42 what do we know about this family?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

John adds some information concerning Mary.  What does he tell us about her?  

Where can we find this information?  Does its location create a challenge to John’s 

Gospel? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What final clue does John give us in verses 3 & 5 that Jesus was very close to this 

family? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Jesus respond to the news that Lazarus was sick?  Why did He say and do 

this? 

_____________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Why did the disciples oppose going back to Judea and Bethany? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the message of verses 9 & 10? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does Jesus refer to death as sleep? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Chapter 10 ended with Jesus going to the Jordan River Valley.  From our reading 

today we know that He was a two day journey from Bethany or about 40 miles 

away.  How did Jesus know that Lazarus was dead? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

It’s a good thing Jesus wasn’t a politician.  Can you imagine the uproar that would 

follow His statement that He was glad He wasn’t there for Lazarus’ death?  Why 

did Jesus make that statement? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thomas is best remembered for doubting the resurrection of Christ.  What quality 

does he exhibit in verse 16?  Is this a good or bad quality? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the significance of Lazarus being dead for four days?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 



22 
 

The dialog between Jesus and Martha is beautiful.  Martha certainly had come a 

long way since hosting Jesus at her house.  How did Martha express her continued 

faith in Jesus? 

_______________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus told Martha, “Your brother will rise again.”  How did Martha respond to 

these words?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christ brings Martha back to the present with His fifth “I AM” saying.  What 

promise(s) does He make to Martha? 

6) ___________________________________________________________ 

7) _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

8) _____________________________________________________________ 

  

How did Jesus end this saying to Martha? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Examine Martha’s response.  What points does she make in it? 

1. _____________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________ 

 

Martha went back to the house and sent Mary to see Jesus.  Why did the mourners 

follow her? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Mary, like Martha, expressed her faith in Jesus.  What was different about her 

expression? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 33 often slips by our attention.  What two things did Jesus notice? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Upon noticing this, John records that Jesus was, “deeply moved in His spirit and 

troubled.”  What does this mean?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus wept.  What were the two responses to this display of emotion? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Considering all that was taking place, why did Jesus weep? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What caused Jesus to be deeply moved again in verse 38?  What was His response 

to this?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

There is another aspect of this resurrection account that we must briefly explore.  

Jesus gave a command to those who were present prior to praying and calling for 

Lazarus.  What was this command?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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How did the Jews respond to this miracle? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read verses 47 & 48.  What was the primary concern of the Sanhedrin?  What was 

their secondary concern?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was Caiaphas’ proposal? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who was Caiaphas? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Proverbs 17:15.   What does this passage say about Caiaphas’ plan? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

John makes an interesting note on why Caiaphas said this. How does John explain 

it? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Romans 5:6.  How do the words of Caiaphas fit into what Paul described as 

the, “right time?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus left the region and went to Ephraim (see map lesson #3).  When were the 

people expecting Jesus to arrive in Jerusalem again? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was waiting for Him in Jerusalem? 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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FIRST-CENTURY BURIAL CUSTOMS 

The Israelites began to use new burial practices in the first century AD 

Tombs were still cut into the rock around cities (e.g., Jerusalem), as they had 

been for generations. The new tombs generally had two chambers. There 

was an outer chamber where the body could be laid out to be prepared for 

burial. This chamber may have even served as a place for mourning the 

deceased shortly after death. A second inner chamber provided a place for 

the burial itself. Many tombs had a number of shelves, or niches, cut into the 

rock (kokhim in Hebrew). 

After the flesh had decayed from the bones, the bones often were collected 

and placed in a small box, usually made of soft stone, called an ossuary. 

These boxes were usually about 20 inches long, 12 inches high, and 12 

inches wide. In some cases, they were decorated with geometric designs. 

The ossuary was placed in a small niche cut into the rock on the side of the 

chamber. Over time, several people from the same family would be placed 

in the same ossuary. In many cases, the family name would be inscribed on 

the side. Occasionally, additional details might be included, such as the 

person's accomplishments or status. 

Recent archaeological discoveries have included ossuaries. One of these was 

inscribed with the words "Simon, the builder of the Temple," apparently by 

the family of one who worked on the Temple of Herod. The most significant 

recent discovery was made in 1990. Construction workers accidentally broke 

open a tomb from the first century. Located in an area south of the city of 

Jerusalem, the tomb is one of many that have been found there. Several 

ossuaries were also found, all carved from stone and some highly decorated. 

The inscriptions indicate that they belonged to the family of Caiapha 

(Caiaphas in Greek). 

On one of the highly decorated ossuaries was the name Joseph Bar Caiapha, 

the full name of the high priest who plotted Jesus' death (John 11:49-51; 

Matt. 26:57-66). Inside were the remains of several people, including an 

adult female, a child, two babies, and an adult male approximately 60 years 

of age. While an exact identification of the individuals is not possible, 

scholars believe the tomb, the ossuary, and the remains of the adult male are 

those of the high priest Caiaphas. The fact that there are remains in his tomb, 

while Jesus' tomb (even though it has never been conclusively identified) is  
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empty, can help to illustrate the true nature of their conflict. 

No one knows why the practice of using ossuaries began during Jesus' time. Some 

believe that the Pharisees' view that sin is of the "flesh" led them to adopt a 

practice by which the "flesh" would decay and the bones would be gathered for the 

resurrection to come (Rom. 7:24; 1 Cor. 15:50). Others believe the influence of 

the Pharisees' doctrine of the bodily resurrection led to the gathering of bones to be 

preserved for that day (Mark 12:18-27). 

When someone died, his or her body was laid in the outer chamber of the tomb and 

prepared with various spices and perfumes. During this time, mourning ceremonies 

would take place. After the body had been carefully placed on one of the ledges 

around the chamber, the tomb was sealed with a large disc-shaped stone that rolled 

in a trench in front of the tomb. It remained closed until the family returned to 

collect the bones or to bury another family member. 

When John wrote his gospel, his mind went back more than 60 years to this 

monumental event that he had personally witnessed.  He records five Jewish burial 

practices, mourning customs, or a point of rabbinic theology.  A Jewish person 

reading this gospel at the end of the First century AD would catch the significance 

to these practices and customs right away. 

When a Jewish person died, the body was prepared for burial and it was placed in 

the grave soon after death.  It was the custom to bury within 24 hours.  After, the 

family would sit in their house and mourn, receiving the condolences of friends 

and neighbors for one week, this was called shiva.  Mary and Martha were 

practicing this custom. 

 The second custom hinted at in this passage was visiting the tomb.  Martha 

returned to the village and told her sister that Jesus wanted to see her.  He arose 

from her house and went to see Jesus.  The mourners in the house thought she was 

going to visit the tomb of her brother and weep.  Tractate Semahot ('Mourning') 

says: 'One may go out to the cemetery for three days to inspect the dead for a sign 

of life, without fear that this smacks of heathen practice. 

The tomb of Lazarus fits the description of the customary tomb of a wealthy 

family; this tomb was just outside the village of Bethany.  Jesus approached it and 

commanded the people to take away the stone.                                                            

http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Romans+7%3A24&x=9&y=7
http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=1+Corinthians+15%3A50&x=21&y=11
http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&version=NIV&passage=Mark+12%3A18-27&x=5&y=11
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John recalled this event and described the tomb as a cave with a stone placed 

against it.  This stone was called a golal. 

 Rabbinic theology will help illustrate the fourth point.  When Jesus commanded 

the people to remove the stone, Martha protested, "Lord, by this time there will be 

an odor.”  She pointed out that her brother had been dead four days and his body 

was beginning to rot.  According to Rabbinic theology, the body began to 

decompose after the third day in order to expiate, or be punished for, the sins of the 

dead person.  Jesus was about to demonstrate what He told the people in Jerusalem 

two years prior to this occasion.  “I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has 

now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear 

will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have 

life in himself.  And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of 

Man."  Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their 

graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to 

live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” (5:25-29 ESV).  

After the stone was removed, Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.”  

In commenting on this event, St. Augustine observed, “Jesus had to call Lazarus by 

name because if he did not, everybody in the grave would have come forth!” 

Verse 44 describes the final burial practice.  Lazarus was bound hand and foot with 

grave clothes and his face was wrapped with a cloth.  The Jewish burial practice 

was to wash the body, anoint it with perfumes, then bind the hands and feet, as 

well as the jaw, in order to prevent the extremities from moving out of place as 

rigor mortis set in. 

 

 

 

 

SDG – Lesson #12, John 11 
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John begins this chapter with a time stamp, “Six days before the Passover.”  What 

day of the week would that be?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Jesus go to Bethany before going to Jerusalem? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:3-9.  According to these two Gospels, what 

did Mary/the woman do with the Nard?  Why did she do this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 12 

 Lesson #13 

 

WORD STUDY: Nard 

Nard is the short name for spikenard, a flowering plant that grows in the 
Himalayas.  The plant grows to about 3 feet in height and has pink, bell-shaped 
flowers.  It also has underground stems called rhizomes.  These stems were 
crushed and the resulting powder distilled to make thick fragrant oil.  It was used 
as a perfume, incense, a sedative and medicine.  Coming all the way from India, 
China or Nepal Nard was very expensive.  Matthew and Mark record that the oil 
was in an alabaster flask which also would have been quite expensive. 
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John adds a few details to his account.  What else did Mary do with the Nard?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What four things do we learn about Judas Iscariot in this account? 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 

4. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus rebuked Judas and gave a very clear indication of what was in the near 

future.  What event did Jesus speak of? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

A large crowd gathered in Bethany to see both Jesus and Lazarus.  John indicates 

that because of the crowds turning to Jesus the chief priests added Lazarus to their 

“kill” list.  Who were the chief priests?  How would this play in their decision? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What reason did John give for the chief priests plan? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 12 marks the beginning of Passion Week.  On Sunday (Palm Sunday) Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem.  There is much significance and symbolism in the events that 

took place.  Why did the people take palm branches with them when they went to 

greet Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Read Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40 and 2 Kings 9:13.  Besides 

the palm branches, what other item was used to greet Jesus?  How was it used?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the people use the phrase, “Hosanna?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What action did Jesus take that heightened the emotions?  Why? (Read Zechariah 

9:9) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What three things did Zechariah say about the King? 

1) _________________________ 

2) _________________________ 

3) _________________________ 

  

What further action raised the excitement and the emotion of the crowd to an even 

higher level? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Hosanna 

The word Hosanna literally means, “save now” (Psalm 118:25) but it was also used 

as an exclamation of joyous praise by those who were saved or felt saved. 
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How did the Pharisees respond to these events? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 19 ends, “Look, the world has gone after Him?”  Verse 20 picks up that 

theme with some Greeks desiring to see Jesus.  Why were these Greeks in 

Jerusalem?  What does that say about them?  Why did John record this event? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Compare 12:23 to 2:4; 7:6, 8, 30 and 8:20.  What significant change do you see?  

What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the message of the grain of wheat? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the message of verse 25? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

If anyone serves Jesus they must follow Him.  What does it mean to follow Him? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Sign 

In verse 18, John refers to the resurrection of Lazarus as a sign.  The Greek word 

used is “Semeion.” Which means, “a distinguishing mark.”  The sign/miracle 

serves as a distinguishing mark or authentication of Jesus as the promised 

Messiah.  In his Gospel, John consistently refers to Christ’s miracles and signs.  In 

the other three synoptic Gospels the writers refer to the miracles as 

representations of His divine power. 
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What did Jesus say about, “this hour?”  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

“I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.”  How had God glorified His name 

and how would He glorify it? 

______________________________ 

1. ___________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did God speak from heaven? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Now is the judgment of this world.”  What did Jesus mean when He said that? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who was the ruler of this world?  How was he cast out? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did Jesus mean when he said, “When I am lifted up from the earth?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Psalm 89:36-37.  Why did the people struggle with Jesus’ words about being 

lifted up? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus spoke of Himself as a light.  Why is this a good analogy? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Matthew 24:1-3.  John says that Jesus hid Himself from the Jews.  How did 

He do this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 37 introduces us to a very difficult teaching.  John tells us that the people did 

not believe even though Jesus had done so many signs.  Their unbelief served a 

purpose.  What was that purpose? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

John uses the quotation of Isaiah 6:10 to explain why they, “could not believe.”  

According to Isaiah and John what was the reason they could not believe?  What 

does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Romans 11:7-10, Cor. 3:12-18 and Hebrews 3:13.  What do these verses say 

about the hardening of the heart?                                                                                 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Why were individuals afraid to publicly confess their faith in Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does John identify as the Pharisees underlying motivation in rejecting Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verses 44-50 the close relationship between Jesus and the Father is stressed in 

three ways.  What are these ways? 

1. ________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________ 

 

How does the word that Jesus speaks judge a person? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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John Chapter 13 begins a five chapter account of Jesus’ actions and teachings in 

the upper room on Thursday evening of Holy Week.   

 

Verse 1 serves as an introduction to the first teaching and illustration that Jesus 

would give to His disciples.  What does John say about the relationship of Jesus 

and His disciples? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Throughout the Gospel of John we have seen John use “time stamps” to indicate 

the precise timing of Jesus’ ministry.  What time stamps do we find in verses 1&2?  

What is the significance of each one? 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Verses one and two expose us to one of the great conflicts in the Gospels.  It is a 

favorite passage for critics of the Bible to quote.  Let’s take a little walk through 

this Biblical challenge: 

  

In John 13:1 we are told that it was, “before the Feast of the Passover.”  Now read 

John 19:14.  What do we learn about the Passover from this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Complete the following statements.  According to John:  

In verse 13:1 it was, ___________________________  That night, they sat down 

and ate _____________.  The next morning was Friday morning, we call it Good 

Friday, John called it _________________________________.   

 

 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 13:1-20 

 Lesson #14 
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Taking this into consideration, if the people of Jerusalem would kill their Passover 

lambs on Friday, prepare the Passover meal during the day and eat it in the night, 

why did they eat the Passover in the evening?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened on the night of the first Passover?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened on the following day in Egypt? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

One final note we should consider is the Hebrew method for counting days.  Each 

day ended at sundown. Hence, the new day also began at sundown.  Given the 

Passover situation at the time of our reading for this week, the Hebrew accounting 

for time would be like this: 

1.  Friday was the Day of Preparation. 

2. At sundown it became the Sabbath which was also the Day of Passover. 

3. At sundown the Hebrews ate the Passover meal and embarked upon the 

memorial stone that God had instituted in Exodus 12:14. 

 

So far, everything looks good and you probably are wondering what the problem 

is.  Read Matthew 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26 and Luke 22: 7-23.  How do each of 

these Gospel writers describe the “supper” that John speaks of in 13:2?   

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

When compared to the Hebrew timeline that we established from John and Exodus 

it would seem that we have quite a problem.  It would appear that the 3 synoptic 

Gospels are in conflict with John’s account and the Hebrew timeline.  The 

Passover was to be celebrated Friday evening.  Are they wrong?  Is John’s timing 

wrong?  Did Jesus eat the Passover with His disciples?  If so, it would have been 

Friday night!  If it was Friday night, He couldn’t have died on the cross during the 

day on Friday!  So, what is the answer?  We have already established that the 

Passover was on Saturday.  By what name did the Jewish people call Saturday? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were their rules concerning this day?   

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Carefully ready Luke 22:7.  What did Luke say concerning the sacrifice of the 

Passover lamb? 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Luke’s words sound very legalistic.  Which group, at the time of Jesus, was known 

for their religious legalism? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

The answer to the problem is now before us and actually gives extra meaning to 

Christ’s crucifixion.  Since the Passover was on the Sabbath there was concern on 

the part of the Pharisees that the preparation of the meal would carry over past 

sundown and into the new day, the Sabbath.  This would desecrate the Sabbath 

since no work was to be done.  So, the Pharisees made a new law concerning the 

Passover when it landed on the Sabbath.  When this occurred, they celebrated the 

Passover on Thursday evening, which was also considered to be Friday morning.  

When Luke records that the lamb “had to be” sacrificed on that day, he is referring 

to the Law of the Pharisees. However, the Sadducees did not follow the law of the 

Pharisees; they continued with the traditional method and had the meal on Friday 

evening.  John uses the Old Testament method of counting the days and observing 

the Passover for a very distinct reason.  Jesus, the Lamb of God, was killed on the 

cross at the exact same time that the priests were killing their Passover lambs in the 

temple.  This is totally consistent with his stated purpose in writing the Gospel, 

“that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.”  The supper John 

refers to is the Passover the other Gospels describe.  Jesus and His disciples 

followed the pattern of the Pharisees so that Jesus could both celebrate the 

Passover on Thursday evening and be the Passover lamb on Friday.  End of 

conflict!  Open to us is an even deeper meaning to what Christ was doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Maundy Thursday-Mandatum (Latin) 

Wow, after all that we are still only at verse 2.  It is time to explore some of the 

most profound teachings of Christ.  Remember, these events occurred Thursday 

evening.  We call it Maundy Thursday.  Literally this means Mandate Thursday.   

It was at this time that Jesus gave His disciples several mandates or commands. 
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What does John say regarding Judas?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 3 is referring back to verse one which serves as a prologue to the events of 

the evening.  John had already said that Jesus “knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father.”  John now clarifies exactly what Jesus 

knew.  What three things did Jesus know? 

 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Taking these three points into consideration, complete the following phrase using 

the words: God, the, Incarnate, Son. 

Jesus was/is the ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A large crowd gathered in Bethany to see both Jesus and Lazarus.  John indicates 

that because of the crowds turning to Jesus the chief priests added Lazarus to their 

“kill” list.  Who were the chief priests?  How would this play in their decision? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

WORD STUDY: Incarnate 

The word incarnate comes from the Latin word “incarnates.”  The root for this 
Latin word is: in + caro + ate. 
in = in 
caro = flesh 
ate = to make 
The word incarnate means, “To make in the flesh.”  Jesus is God the Son “in the 
flesh.”  John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
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What reason did John give for the chief priests plan? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 12 marks the beginning of Passion Week.  On Sunday (Palm Sunday) Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem.  There is much significance and symbolism in the events that 

took place.  Why did the people take palm branches with them when they went to 

greet Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Read Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, Luke 19:28-40 and 2 Kings 9:13.  Besides 

the palm branches, what other item was used to greet Jesus?  How was it used?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Hosanna 

The word Hosanna literally means, “save now” (Psalm 118:25) but it was also used as 

an exclamation of joyous praise by those who were saved or felt saved. 

 

CULTURE STUDY: Foot washing & Bathing 

When Jesus speaks to Peter about washing He uses two distinctly different 
Greek words.  The first word, “niptō” is found in 13:5, 6, 8 & 10.  This word means to 
“wash the extremities.”  Foot washing was a common practice and showed 
hospitality.  In the dusty promised land of Israel it was common for the host to have 
a non-Jewish slave wash the feet of his guests upon entering the home.  This task 
was performed by the lowliest member of the household. 
 The second word used is found in 13:10 and is translated “bathed.”  The Greek 
word “louō” specifically refers to the bathing of the entire body.  At the time of Jesus 
the custom was that once a person had bathed only his feet needed to be washed 
prior to eating. 
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When did Jesus begin to wash His disciples’ feet? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Jesus do this at this time? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the symbolism of Jesus: Taking off His outer garment, tying a towel 

around His waist, pouring water in a basin and washing His disciples’ feet? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Complete the phrase:  Jesus, the Incarnate God the Son became a _____________. 

 

Sometimes people will accuse Christians of reading too much into a particular 

Bible passage.  Read 13:7 again.  How does Jesus’ own words indicate that He was 

doing more than washing His disciples’ feet? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The symbolism begins to be clarified in verse 8.  What did Jesus mean when He 

said, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me?”  (See Titus 3:7 and 

Romans 8:17) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 10 is where we see the use of both “bathe” and “wash.”  What is the 

meaning of this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

We have explored the symbolism of what Jesus has done.  Now it is time to apply 

it to daily living.  What did the disciples call Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus said that the disciples were correct in calling Him by these titles.  What point 

does Jesus make by the use of these titles? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does it mean to, “Wash one another’s feet?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 16 begins with “truly, truly” or “Amen, Amen.”  As we have seen before, 

this introduction emphasizes the teaching that follows.  What is the message of 

verse 16? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus speaks of both knowing and doing.  Which is most important? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Psalm does Jesus quote in verse 18?  Why? 

____________________________________ 

1. __________________________________________________________ 

2. __________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 20 is another verse set apart by, “Truly, Truly” or “Amen, Amen.”  What is 

the message of this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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In our last lesson Jesus quoted Psalm 41:9 to lay the groundwork for identifying 

the disciple who would betray Him.  Our lesson today begins with the third “truly, 

truly” or “Amen, Amen” statement.  What does Jesus teaching His disciples with 

this third statement?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the reaction of the disciples to this information? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Mark 14:19.  What additional information does Mark add concerning the 

disciples response? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verse 23 of our reading, we see that the disciple, “whom Jesus” loved was 

reclining at the table close to Jesus.  Who was this disciple? (See also John 19:26, 

20:2, 21:7, & 21:20 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Bold and impatient Peter couldn’t stand the suspense.  What did he do?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In what two ways did Jesus identify Judas as the betrayer?  (Read also Matthew 

26:25)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

By personally interacting with Judas Jesus also was giving Judas a chance to do 

something.  What is it? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 13:21-38 

 Lesson #15 
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In 13:27 John records that Sagan entered into Judas.  Read Luke 22:3-6.  Describe 

how Satan worked on Judas.   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What two human emotions or characteristics did Satan use to lead Judas astray? 

1. ________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________ 

 

What interesting piece of information does John give us concerning the disciples in 

verse 28?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What additional information do we learn about Judas in verse 29?  What can we 

infer from this information? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why does John record, “and it was night?”  (Read Isaiah 60:2 and 1 John 1:5) 

______________________________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Carefully read verses 31& 32.  How many times is the verb “glorify: used? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does this verb mean? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is the Son of Man glorified? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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How is God glorified in Him? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In verse 33 Jesus calls His disciples “little children.”  What is the purpose of 

calling them this? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read 1 John 3.  How did this phrase affect John? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remember these events took place on Maundy Thursday.  Jesus already gave His 

disciples a command or mandate to become the servants of each other as he had 

become their servant and washed their feet.  What is the second mandate or 

command?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Glorify   

After the last five questions you probably are wondering why this word study is 

after the questions dealing with glorifying God. However these questions laid the 

groundwork for a deeper understanding of the term. Glorify is a verb, it is an 

action.  How exactly do we glorify God?  We glorify God when we: 

1. Ascribe honor to Him; i.e. Calling Him King of Kings, Lord of the Universe, the 

Sovereign Lord. 

2. Acknowledge Him as God; i.e. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, Hope. 

3. Acknowledge His attributes; i.e. Love, Truth, Righteous, Almighty, Eternal, 

Gracious, Merciful. 

Think of this the next time you pray or come to worship.  Then, glorify God! 
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What was/is the purpose of this command? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus told Peter, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now.  Where was Jesus 

going?  What did Jesus mean when he said,“now?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 13 ends with Christ’s fourth, “truly, truly” / “Amen, Amen” phrase.  What 

did Jesus say was going to happen? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the significance of this statement (See 1 John 4:1)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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John Chapter 14 begins, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”  Why would the 

disciples be troubled?   

___________________________________________________ 

1. _______________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________ 

 

What imperative did Jesus give to His disciples to combat their troubled hearts?  

(See also Isaiah 28:16) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of belief in Jesus is indicated in each of the following passages? 

John 3:15-16: _______________________________________________________ 

John 6:23-23: _______________________________________________________ 

Mark 15:32: ________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

Philippians 2:5-8: ____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 2 presents another challenge in translation.  Jesus said, “In my Father’s 

house are many rooms.”  What image does this create in your mind? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Read John 14:23.  Jesus said, “We will come to him and make our home with 

him.”  When you consider this verse what image is created when you think that 

God will make a home in you?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

WORD STUDY: Believe/pisteuo-Greek 

The Greek word of believe is pisteuo.  Literally it means, “to place one’s trust in 

another.”  John uses this word 86 times in his Gospel. 

 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 14  

 Lesson #16 
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Now for the dilemma, the Greek “mone is translated rooms in verse 2 and home in 

verse 23.  How might the translation, “rooms” be misleading? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The word “Mone” in verse two is translated in the following ways: 

NIV-rooms    NASB-dwelling places 

ESV-rooms    KJV-mansions 

NKJV-mansions   WYC (Wycliffe New Testament)-dwelling 

 

Which translation of “mone” do you prefer?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Luke 16:9.  How does Jesus describe heaven in this verse?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Compare John 14:3 to 1:3.  What activity of Jesus does each of these verses remind 

us? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 2:9.  When it comes to describing heaven of what can we be 

certain?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

According to Jesus, what is the ultimate purpose of His creating heaven? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is Jesus the: 

Way?  _____________________________________________________________ 

Truth?  ____________________________________________________________ 

Life?  _____________________________________________________________ 

Way, truth and life are all singular.  How does Jesus further stress the singularity of 

His ministry? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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If you had known me / you would have known the Father also 

From now on you do know Him / and have seen Him 

What is Jesus saying with these statements? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When Philip asked Jesus to show them the Father, he was in good company.  Who 

else asked for or received a vision of God? 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 

According to verse 11, why should we believe what Jesus is saying? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can we do greater works than Jesus (Acts 1:8)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus had already told the disciples that “no one comes to the Father except 

through me.”  How does He expand on the power of His name in verse 13 & 14? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is it appropriate to come before God in the name of Jesus?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does it mean to pray in Jesus’ name? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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How does Jesus expect us to express our love for Him?  What does that mean?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we see the Trinity in verse 16? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is the Spirit promised only to the disciples?  (Acts 2:38, Romans 8:14) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why is the “Helper” called “The Spirit of Truth?”  (14:26; 16:13; 17:17)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Carefully read the second half of verse 17.  Notice the tense of the verbs.  What 

does this tell us about the Holy Spirit?  (Acts 1:8) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Helper/Parakletos 

Jesus promised to give the disciples “another Helper.”  The Greek word translated as 

helper is parakleton.  This was a Greed word used in the legal realm.  A parakleton 

was a person who was called to one’s aide in court.  He would plead the case and 

offer counsel to the person he was defending.  Literally, parakletos means, 

“summoned, called to one’s side.”  A paralketon was one who was summoned or 

called to one’s side.  Jesus promised to summon or call the Holy Spirit to counsel, 

defend and stand by His disciples. 
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In John 13:33 Jesus referred to His disciples as “little children.”  In 14:18 He said 

that He would not leave them as orphans, He said, “I will come to you.”  How / 

when did He do this? 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 19 contains an interesting phrase.  What did Jesus mean when He said; “Yet 

a little while and the world see me no more?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

“But you will see me?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

These two phrases set up the promise at the end of verse 19.  What is that promise? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 20 begins, “In that day.”  What day was Jesus speaking of?  What was the 

importance of that day for the disciples and us? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 20 also is Jesus’ final answer to Philips request in verse 8.  What was that 

request?  How did Jesus go beyond fulfilling it? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Verse 20 begins, “In that day.”  What day was Jesus speaking of?  What was the 

importance of that day for the disciples and us? 

The day was/is Easter.  It is on that day that we know Jesus is God because He did 

what only God could do, He rose!  This sets Him apart from all other prophets and 

religious leaders. 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Manifest/Emphonizo 

Jesus said that He would manifest Himself to those who love and obey Him.  To 

manifest means to disclose, declare, make known or show one ’s self.  The Hymn 

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” concludes each verse with the phrase “God in 

manmade manifest.”  In Jesus God showed Himself to us. 
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Judas asked Jesus, “how is it that you will manifest yourself to us” What was 

Christ’s response? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Carefully read verse 23 paying close attention to how Jesus refers to Himself and 

the Father in the first half and second half of the verse.  What change do you see in 

this description? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is it that Jesus is not manifested to the world? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Many people will say that they can’t understand the Bible or that it is too difficult 

to read and therefore they do not participate in a Bible Study.  How do Jesus’ 

words of verse 26 oppose such thoughts? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Compare 14:26 to 2 Peter 1:20-21 and 2 Timothy 3:16.  Many people want to say 

that the Bible can’t be trusted.  How can we be sure that the Bible, especially the 

Gospels, can be trusted? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus began this chapter by saying, “Let not your hearts be troubled.”  As He 

approaches the end of this teaching moment he tells them that He would give them 

peace.  How does Christ’s peace differ from that of the world? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why should the disciples have rejoiced in the knowledge that Jesus was going 

away, coming to them and going to the Father? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Reach John 1:1, John 10:30 and John 14:28.  What do these verses say about the 

relationship between Jesus and God the Father? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How can we reconcile these verses? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus said that He had told the disciples all of these things so that they could 

believe.  What did He mean by that?  After all, Judas betrayed Him, 10 of the 

disciples deserted Him, Peter denied Him and the remaining 11 apostles hid in fear 

after His death. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who was the “ruler of this world” who was coming? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

If God created everything through Jesus isn’t He the ruler? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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How do we explain this apparent discrepancy? (Consider the use of the word 

“world” throughout Chapter 14) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

When referring to the ruler of this world Jesus simply states “he has no claim on 

me.”  What did He mean by that? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why was it so important for Jesus to make this distinction (14:30-31)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter ends with Jesus saying, “Rise, let us go from here.”  According to Luke 

22:39, where did Jesus and His disciples go? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 15 begins with Jesus saying, “I am the true vine.”  Not only is this the last 

of His “I am” statements, it is also a unique contrast.  The Greek word “ampelos” 

can be translated as a single vine or as an entire vineyard.  Read the following 

passages.   

Who or what is the vine/vineyard in each?  What is said about the vine/vineyard? 

Isaiah 5:1-7: _______________________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Jeremiah 2:19-21:___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 80:8-16:______________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________  

 

How does Jesus set Himself apart from the vine/vineyard of these verses? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus tells us that God the Father is the vinedresser of the one who plants and cares 

for the vines.  What did the vines in the Old Testament verses we read produce? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does the vinedresser want the vine/vineyards to do? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What two things does the vinedresser do to ensure the greatest harvest? 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 15  

 Lesson #17 
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After reading the Word Study, concerning the pruning that the Father does, what is 

the practical application of the Father’s pruning? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does it mean to bear fruit? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does it mean to abide in Jesus? (See 15:10 and Colossians 1:10) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does Jesus mean when He says that a person cannot bear fruit unless they 

abide in Him or “apart from me you can do nothing?”  (See also Hebrews 11:6 and 

James 2: 24-26) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What becomes of the branch/person who does not abide in Christ?  What does this 

mean?  (Matthew 25:46) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

WORD STUDY: Prune/Kathairo-Greek root word 

The Greek word kathairo is translated as prune in John 15:2.  The word literally 
means, “To cleanse of filth and impurity.”  Since Jesus was speaking metaphorically, 
referring to Himself as a vine and the Father as the vinedresser, the translators kept 
the theme of the metaphor consistent by translating kathairo as “prune.”  In John 
15:3 Jesus said, “Already you are clean.”  In this case the word “clean” is translated 
from the same root word, kathairo. 
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Verse 7 introduces us to another new concept.  We have been told that we are to 

abide in Jesus.  Now we hear that His words are to abide in us.  What does this 

mean?  (2 Corinthians 5: 17-20) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Christ uses these two conditions, abiding in Him and His word abiding in us as a 

prerequisite for prayer.  He says, “Ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you.”  How do the two conditions mentioned influence our prayers and the answers 

to them? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

We usually think that God is glorified when we worship and sing His praises.  

According to verse 8, how else is God glorified? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Besides glorifying God, what else happens? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

As is often the case, Jesus presents a lesson in three parts.  We have been told we 

are to 1) Abide in Christ and 2) His word is to abide in us.  What is the third type 

of abiding that Jesus instructs us to do?  What does this mean?  (Ephesians 3: 14-

19) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

At the end of verse 11 Jesus speaks of His joy.  What is His joy? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What does it mean when Christ says, “that your joy may be full?” 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What is Christ’s command in verse 12? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Christ define His love for us in verse 13? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 12 and 13 lead to a full understanding of what Christ wants us to do.  What 

does His command to love really mean?  What is the result of obeying this 

command? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus called His disciples friends.  Who else was a friend of God?  By what titles 

were/are these individuals known?   

Isaiah 41:8 ____________________________________________________ 

Exodus 33:11 ___________________________________________________ 

 

Being a friend of God could lead a person to think of himself more highly that he 

should.  To prevent this, what point(s) does Jesus make to His disciples in verse 

16? 

_____________________________________________________ 

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus concludes this first part of chapter 15 with the command to love one another.  

The second part of this chapter deals with the result or effect of following Christ’s 

command.  What could the disciples expect as a result of following Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How would the disciples know that Jesus spoke the truth concerning this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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According to verse 19 what leads to worldly love and hate? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you see any indication in the world today that Christ’s words of verse 19 still 

hold true today? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verse 20 Jesus summarizes the effect of His and our ministry.  What are the two 

outcomes of ministry? 

1.___________________________________ 

2.___________________________________ 

 

Summarize the message of verses 21-25,  As you do this, think of all the conflicts 

and challenges that Jesus had with the religious leaders of the day. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The disciples had been taught about abiding in Jesus and about the persecution that 

Jesus and they would experience.  If it ended there the disciples may have been 

depressed.  What is the third message that Jesus gives them?  How would this give 

them hope? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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In the last three chapters Jesus has given the disciples the mandates to love and 

become servants of each other.  He has told them that He is the Way, the Truth and 

the Life.  He has promised them the gift of the Holy Spirit and told them that He is 

the Vine and they are the branches.  According to 16:1, why did Jesus tell the 

disciples all these things? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

According to 16:2, what two types of persecution would the disciples face? 

1._________________________________________ 

2._________________________________________ 

 

What would be the primary driving force of the persecutors? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the first example of this kind of offering?  (See Acts 7)  Who led the 

persecution? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have there been other examples in the course of history where this has occurred?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

WORD STUDY: “offering”- Greek “prospherein” 

John 16:2 reads, “Whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.”  The 
Greek translated offering is “prospherein” which means, “the act of offering, a 
bringing to that which is offered, a gift, a sacrifice whether bloody or not.”  When 
Jesus speaks of people killing the disciples it carries the sense of making a sacrifice. 

SDG –The Gospel of John Chapter 16  

 Lesson #18 
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 Why did Jesus tell the disciples of the coming persecution?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why didn’t Jesus tell them about the coming persecutions from the beginning of 

His ministry?  (See also John 17:12) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verses 5-15 Jesus begins to instruct His disciples about His ascension and their 

ministry in His absence.  Why was it to their advantage for Him to leave?  After 

all, the disciples probably thought, “How can this be to our advantage?  You’re the 

only one who loves us!  The Jews and Romans hate us.”  What would the disciples 

have as a result of His leaving?  

Vss. 7-15      ______________________________ 

Vss. 16-24 (especially the end of verse 24) ______________________________ 

Vss. 25-28      ______________________________ 

Vss. 29-33 (especially verse 33)  ______________________________ 

 

What is another advantage of having the Holy Spirit instead of Jesus in the flesh? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

According to verses 8-11, what would the threefold job of the Holy Spirit be?  

What does this mean? 

1. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

2. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

3. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus called the Holy Spirit the “Spirit of Truth.”  He said that the Spirit would 

guide us into all the truth.  What kind of truth is he speaking of?  Or, put another 

way; are all believing Christians exceptionally brilliant? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

This guidance can take shape in three ways.  Use the following scriptures to 

discern what kind of truth the Spirit guides us in. 

John 14:26-

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

John 15:26- 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation 1:19-

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verses 12-15 Jesus uses the word declare three times.  Read Isaiah 41: 21-29, 48: 

14 and 45: 19.  What do these verses say about who declares or doesn’t declare?  

Who is challenged to make a declaration?  What kind of declaration is the point of 

this challenge (41: 21-29)? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verses 16-24 Jesus switches from talking about His ascension and the coming of 

the Holy Spirit to those things that were immediately on the horizon.  What is 

Jesus referring to in verse 16? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What Godly characteristic does Jesus display in verse 19? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jesus said that the disciples would weep and lament but the world would rejoice.  

What did Jesus mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What promise did Jesus make to the disciples in verse 22?  What did He mean 

when he said this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

In verse 23 Jesus said, “In that day you will ask nothing of me.”  What day was He 

talking about?  What did He mean?  (Read Luke 24: 44-48) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did Jesus say about His teaching method in verse 25?  What did He mean by 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What wonderful door did Jesus open to His disciples and us in verse 26? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What two conditions lead God the Father to love us? 

1. __________________________________ 

2. __________________________________  

 

 

WORD STUDY: “ask”- Greek “erotesete” and “aitesete” 

In 16:23 Jesus us quoted as using the verb ask twice.  The actual Greek had different 
verbs for ask.  The first, erotesete, means to inquire.  The second, aitesete, means to 
petition.  This sheds new light on what Jesus was saying.  In the first case there 
would be no need to inquire of Jesus as to what everything meant.  Jesus would fully 
teach them and they would fully understand.  The second ask refers to our prayers 
and petitions.  These we are to make in His name and according to His will. 
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What bold claim did the disciples make in verse 30?  Why did they make it?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Jesus respond to their claim?  Why did He do this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What gave Jesus peace as He looked ahead to His betrayal, arrest and crucifixion? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Matthew 27: 46.  What was the ultimate punishment that Christ faced?  Why 

did He have to face it? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Verse 33 brings us full circle and back to what Jesus said at the beginning of this 

chapter.  He summarizes what He has said by saying the disciples had two things 

to look forward to.  What were they? 

1. ___________________ 

2. ___________________ 

 

 


