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Lesson #10 
 

Revelation Chapter 8 

 

1. Chapter 8 follows the interlude between the opening of the first six seals 

and the seventh and final seal.  The first six seals were comprised of the four 

horsemen (seals #1-4), the saints under the altar and the great earthquake/final 

day.  What came with the opening of the seventh seal?  Why?  (Habakkuk 2:20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What did the opening of the seventh seal reveal?  (vs. 2) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Carefully read verse two again paying special attention to the seven angels.  

What, if anything, do you notice about their introduction?  What, if anything, 

does this mean?  (Note:  This is something to be noticed and it does mean 

something – This is a challenge question!) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What were given to each of these angels? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. John sees an eighth angel that stands before an altar.  What kind of altar 

was it?  How do you know?  What was the purpose of this kind of altar?  What 

symbolism was associated with it? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Challenge Question(s)!  While considering your answer to the last question, 

look at the diagram “Altars of Tabernacle Worship” at the end of this lesson.  

What was the second type of altar used in the tabernacle worship?  What was its 

primary purpose? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Looking at the design of the tabernacle explain why the altars were located in 

their specific places?  What can we learn from this and apply to our worship and 

personal lives? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. As we move on to verses three and four, it would be helpful to do a little 

review.  Go back and read 5:8. What were the golden bowls of incense? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now read 6:9-10.  What was under the altar? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How do these verses relate to the angel being “given much incense to offer?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Now comes the hard questions:  Where did the smoke of the incense come from?  

Why is it written this way? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Verse five is another challenging verse.  Keep in mind your answers to the 

previous questions and the purpose/location of the altar that is being spoken 

about.  What did the angel take from the altar and where did he put it? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What the angel took from the altar has great significance and symbolism in the 

Bible.  What is it associated with in: 

Genesis 19:24 & Luke 17:29?  _____________________________________________ 

2nd Kings 1:10 & 12?      _____________________________________________ 

Luke 9:54?        _____________________________________________ 

 

What was ultimately done with what was taken from the altar?  What does this 

represent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What occurred immediately after this?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Word Study:  Rumblings/Phonai 

 It is easy to see how the angel’s throwing of the censer filled with fire 

(judgment) from the altar to the earth would result in thunder, lightning and 

earthquake.  All three are associated with judgment and all three are connected 

with acts of destruction and death.  But, what exactly is rumbling.  Interestingly, 

the Greek word translated as “rumbling” here and in 4:5 is the root word for our 

English word “phone.”  It literally means “voice” and is usually translated that 

way in scripture.  Here, it likely a reference to all the voices of earth rumbling as 

a result of the severity of God’s judgment. 
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9. As we begin to hear the trumpets sounding we see John again using a 4-2-

1 pattern like he did with the seals.  The first four trumpets deal with the forces 

of nature while the last three trumpets deal with people.  There is again an 

interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets.  What does the first trumpet 

bring?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was affected?  To what extent? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What does the second trumpet bring?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was affected?  To what extent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. With the second trumpet we also begin to see a parallel of a previous 

judgment of God.  What was the first plague that God sent on Egypt?  Watch for 

the parallel that develops.  Why would God do this?  (Malachi 3:6) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What does the third trumpet bring?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. What was affected?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What does the fourth trumpet bring?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. The last verse of this chapter serves as a separation between the first four 

trumpets and the final three.  What is meant by the phrase “woe, woe, woe?”  

(Matthew 23) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #11 

  

Revelation Chapter 9 

 

1. Chapter eight ended with an eagle crying out “Woe, woe, woe to those who 

dwell on earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about 

to blow!”  Woe is an interjection that is typically found at the beginning of a 

prophecy of judgment.  Jesus used it when He issued the seven woes to the 

Scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23.  It is a word of judgment, yet, it is more 

than that.  It is a word that expresses absolute horror at being found in the hands 

of the Living God when He judges.  Chapter nine begins to introduce the horror 

of the three final trumpets.  What comes with the sounding of the fifth trumpet?  

How does this differ from the first four? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is given to this star from heaven?  What is the significance of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:  Bottomless Pit / Abyssou 

The bottomless pit or abyss is truly a dreadful term.  It fits in well with the 

call/warning of the eagle, “woe, woe, woe.”  The idea of a pit that a person could 

fall into and never stop falling in is indeed sickening.  However, one might be 

tempted to think of it as something from a comic book or action flick where 

someone could grab hold of the side and crawl out.  An abyss wipes out such a 

view.  An abyss is “a great pit with a narrow opening at the top, broadening out 

further down.”  So, once a person falls in an abyss there is no hope to grab the 

side.  It moves away and makes it impossible to grab hold of, much less climb out 

of.  This truly speaks of eternal judgment.  

 

3. What do we know about “the bottomless pit” or “abyss?” 

 Luke 8:31 – _____________________________________________________ 

 Romans 10:7 – _____________________________________________________ 
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4. What happens first when the star/angel opens the abyss or the bottomless 

pit?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What was the result or effect of this first happening? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What was the second thing that happened when the star/angel opened the 

abyss?  Compare this with Exodus 10. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. What is meant by “power like the power of scorpions of the earth?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. What was the four-part decree given to the locust?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Study Note:  The number five / 5 

We have seen that number play a big part in the book of Revelation.  The 

significance of the number five is not fully understood.  Yet, we see it in: 

 A)  Luke 12:6 - 5 sparrows 

 B)  Luke 12:52 – 5 in a house 

 C)  Luke 14:19 – 5 yoke of oxen 

 D)  Matt. 25:15 – 5 talents 

 E)  Matt. 25:2 – 2 groups of 5 virgins 

Most theologians note that 5 is half of the number 10, the number of completion 

or wholeness.  Therefore, five would be a number symbolizing an incompletion or 

something that is less than whole.  It is also noted that the natural life span of a 

locust is about 5 months.  Put together, these locusts will inflict misery for their 

complete lifecycle.  However, this misery will be of short duration. 
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9. The sting of the scorpion or the torment they bring may be of short 

duration; however, how intense will this torment be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Study Note:   Will long to die / Death will flee from them 

These phrases are very unique in how they are written.  While they are written 

in the future tense, the last verb is written in the present tense.  Literally it 

reads, “They will long to die but death keeps running from them.”  It indicates a 

divine intervention of some sort that frustrates their desire and attempts to die.  

Such is God’s judgment; inescapable. 

 

10. We are again given a very vivid description of the locusts in verses 7 

through 10.  But, we must be careful not to read this as a literal description since 

John begins their description with the phrase “the locusts were like…”  What 

were they like?  What do these mean?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Who or what rules over the locust? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. What are the names of this ruler?  What do these names mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. A question to ponder:  The images of this vision depict Satan’s demonic 

troops waging war against the humans that have followed him.  Why would he 

do this?  What could this mean?  Do we see this sort of action in the world today? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. With the blowing of the sixth trumpet we see an immediate departure from 

the pattern that was witnessed with the first five trumpets.  What is this 

difference?  What might explain this difference?  (8:4-5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Read Exodus 30:1-10.  How does this help us in understanding what takes 

place when the sixth trumpet is sounded? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. To whom does the “Voice” speak?  What is the message of the “Voice?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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17. Four angels are bound at the great river Euphrates.  Why would an angel 

be bound?  (Matthew 22:13; Revelation 20:3) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What is/was the significance of the Euphrates River?  (Genesis 15:18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What were the four angels prepared for?  Why is this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What were they released to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interpretive Note:    Kill, Destroy 

As we read about the sixth seal, we hear that four angels were released to kill a 

third of mankind.  In 6:5 the rider of the pale horse was given authority to kill a 

fourth.  In 8:8 a third of the ships, along with their crews, were destroyed.  In 

8:11 “many died” from the bitter water.  When you start to add them up, very 

quickly it would appear that all mankind will be killed.  This introduces us to a 

literary device, that John employs and the visions support, called repetition.  

Each series of visions is another look at the end times.  Each vision reveals what 

will happen, but does so from a different viewpoint.  So, we see distinct parallels 

in the visions.  These include the prayers of the saints, darkness, violence, death 

and judgment.  Yet, in the midst of all the chaos, we also see our Sovereign Lord 

in complete control. 

 

21. The four angels appear to have a mounted army under their command.  

How big is this army?  Is there a significance to this number? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. The horses and riders had breastplates the color of fire, sapphire and sulfur.  

The NKJV describes the colors as “fiery red, hyacinth blue and sulfur yellow,” 

while the NASB has, “fire, hyacinth and brimstone.”  The reason for the 

differences is that John writes that breastplates had “the color of;” and then 

doesn’t use actual colors.  The three words he uses are: 

1)  Pyrinous – from which we get “pyromanic;” Literally it means fiery. 

2)  Hyakinthinous – which means hyacinth.  This is a flower with a deep blue 

color.  Hyakinthinous is also used for the gem “jacinth” which is also a deep blue 

color. 

3)  Theiodeis -  which means “sulfur like.”  This word was traditionally as 

brimstone.  In the next verse theion is also translated as sulfur.  The words have 

the same root word.  Theion was called “fire from heaven.”   It was a reference to 

the smell that lightning leaves after it has struck something.  So, the “sulfur like” 

theiodeis is actually a reference to something that is similar to things that have 

been struck by lightning, fire from heaven or brimstone. 

Since the color of the breastplates is the color of pyrinous, hyakinthinous, and 

theiodeis, what is John trying to say? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

23. Describe the heads of the horses.  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. While the breastplates had unique colors, a similar description is used for 

what comes out of the horses’ mouths.  What normally comes out of the mouth?  

How does this relate to fire, smoke and sulfur? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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25. Keep in mind that what comes out of the horses’ mouths brings fire, smoke 

and sulfur.  How might their tails, like serpents with heads relate to this?  

(Genesis 3) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. If fire, smoke and sulfur come out of the horses’ mouths and by means of 

their tails they wound what is John telling us about them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. A third of mankind is killed by the four angels, how will the rest of mankind 

respond to this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. How does John describe idols? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What are some idols today that people worship and would struggle to turn 

away from or give up? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. Challenge Question!  What murders, sorceries, immoralities, and thefts 

does society, and even some in the church, embrace today? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter nine ends like chapter six did with an interlude between the sixth and 

seventh trumpets.  We are expecting the seventh trumpet, we are anxious to hear 

the climax and it doesn’t come!  This interlude isn’t only a literary device it is 

also a life lesson.  We can’t predict how God’s judgments will play out.  God will 

give opportunities for repentance and as a result, life can take unexpected 

courses. 

 

Coming Up:  The Little Book and The Seven Thunders. 
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Lesson #12 

 

Revelation Chapter 10 

 

1. The interlude between the sixth and seventh trumpets begins with John 

seeing “another mighty angel coming down from heaven.”  When had he seen the 

other angel?  What was the message of the first angel? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. This mighty angel that John sees is described very uniquely.  What is the 

Biblical significance of: 

A)  Clouds (Psalm 104:3; Exodus 13:21; Exodus 24:18; Mark 9:7;  Luke 

21:27; Acts 1:9) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

B)  Rainbow (Genesis 9:16; Revelation 4:3) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

C)  The Sun/like the sun (Exodus 34:35; Matthew 17:2; Acts 6:15) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

D)  Fiery Pillars (Exodus 13:21-22) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Some theologians read the description of this mighty angel and surmise 

that it is Jesus.  Why can’t this be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. The angel in 5:2 spoke of a scroll, written on both sides, sealed with seven 

seals.  How is this scroll described?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Describe the posture of this angel?  What would this indicate? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. The angel calls out with a loud voice.  How is it described?  What does this 

mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What happened when the angel called out? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Carefully read verses 3 and 4 paying close attention to the seven thunders.  

How are the seven thunders described? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Be careful when answering this question.  What did the seven thunders do?  

(vs. 4) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the significance of the number seven? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Psalm 29:3. What is thunder used to describe? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Based on the answer to the previous questions, what are the seven thunders? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. What was John told to do with the seven thunders? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read 1st Peter 1:5. If John was to seal up what the seven thunders said it must 

be something that will be revealed at the end of time/judgment day.  What will 

be revealed at that time? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The angel swore by Him who lives forever and ever.  What is meant by the 

word “swore?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. So often in today’s culture people flippantly use the name of God with 

expressions like “Oh, my God!” or “Sweet Jesus!”  There is nothing flippant 

about the name of God.  In fact, the angel deems it necessary to ascribe glory to 

God’s name.  How does he do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What does the word create mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Apply your definition to Psalm 51:10? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What else do we learn about this creation in 2nd Corinthians 5:17? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the purpose of this?  (Ephesians 2:10) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What did the angel declare under oath? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. What is the mystery of God?  (Romans 16:25; 1st Cor. 15:51; Eph.3:6)  Why 

is this a mystery? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Carefully read verses eight and nine.  What did the voice from heaven tell 

John to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did John respond to this command? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the angel’s first response?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What message can we take from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What was the second message of the angel to John? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Why would he say this? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How does this apply to us? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What is this little scroll that is open? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How is it sweet in the mouth? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How is it bitter in the stomach? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What was John to prophesy? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Illustration of the Temple 
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SDG  - Revelation Lesson #12 –Temple Diagrams – Attachment #1 
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Lesson #13 

 

Revelation Chapter 11:1-3 

 

Up to this point you may have found the study of Revelation to be a little 

challenging.  For many, chapter 11 is the most difficult chapter to interpret in 

Revelation.  As a result, there is a plethora of complex and sometimes diverse 

interpretations connected to this chapter.  This takes us back to the original style 

of writing that is presented in Revelation.  It is apocalyptic and therefore, highly 

symbolic.  If we try to insert a literal reading into individual parts of this book it 

will lead to multiple problems and contradictions.  The first challenge of 

interpretation comes in the very first verse as John speaks about the temple.  We 

will explore what the symbolism of this temple is.  That will be followed by a 

review of what the “holy city” is.  Next will be the two witnesses.  All of these are 

in the first three verses.  Later in the chapter we will deal with the “42 months,” 

“1260 days” and “the time, times and half a time.”  Putting it all together, it 

should be an exciting chapter and study. 

 

1. The first verse introduces a whole new aspect to the visions of Revelation.  

What is different about this vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is John commanded to do?  Not to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. To understand what is being told to John and seen in this vision we have 

to understand the basic design of the temple in Jerusalem. 

 A)  What was “the temple of God?”  -  __________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________   

 B)  What was “the altar” and where was it?  -  __________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________
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 ____________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is our first clue (vs.1) that what John sees is symbolic? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the temple of God?  (Notice, this question is different than the 

question posed in 1A.) 

1st Corinthians 3:16 – _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Corinthians 6:16-18 – __________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 2:19-22 – ______________________________________________________ 

 

How can this be? 

1st Corinthians 6:19 – _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 3:17 – _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were the three purposes of the physical temple in Jerusalem? 

Luke 18:10 & Matthew 21:13 – ____________________________________________ 

Ezekiel 46:2 – ____________________________________________________________ 

Ecclesiastes 5:1 – _________________________________________________________ 

 

Now we get to the difficult part.  How do we apply this to our life?  Or, more 

importantly, how do you apply this to your personal life? 

1st Thessalonians 5:17 – ___________________________________________________ 

Luke 4:8; John 4:23-24 – __________________________________________________ 

Romans 12:1 – ___________________________________________________________ 
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Symbolism Summary:     The Temple of God 

Hopefully you have seen that one of the big changes that Christ has brought to 

us through His death and resurrection involves a radical shift in our view of the 

Temple.  No longer is the temple a stone structure or place for prayer, worship 

and sacrifice.  We, individually and corporately are the new temple.  We are to 

offer up ourselves as living sacrifices.  Our lives are to be devoted to prayer and 

the glorification of God.  As living temples, we are to go into all the world and 

introduce this world to Christ.  We are to baptize and teach the world everything 

that Christ has taught us. 

 

6. We are almost done with our study of the Temple of God.  However, there 

is one last component that we dare not rush over or forget to address.  John was 

told to measure the temple and the altar.  This would be a measure of the size of 

the Church and its Sacrifice to the Lord.  John was also told to measure “those 

who worship there.”  This means that there is a personal accountability.  What 

will be measured? 

Matthew 25:1-13 – ________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 25:14-30 – _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 26:31-40 – _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do all three of these measurements have in common? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why would this be so?  (James 2:21) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What then is really being measured?  (Luke 18:8) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why must this be so?  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Congratulations!  You have successfully completed our study 11:1. We will now 

move on to verse two! 
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7. What was the court outside of the temple? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why was John not to measure this court?  What would be the result of 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. We are now introduced to the concept of the “holy city.”  Some would 

contend that the holy city is Jerusalem.  However, we need to look at the 

progression of what John lays out in this chapter.  The court outside of the temple 

was the Court of Priests and the Court of Israel.  If the temple symbolizes the 

Church, what does the Court of Priests symbolize?   

(1st Peter 2:5&9) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How has this been given over to the nations/Gentiles?  (Matt. 28:19-20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What is the significance of the phrase “given over.” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. At the beginning of our study of Revelation, we looked at the significance of 

numbers.  Seven is the number of perfection or perfect completion.  In this 

chapter, we are introduced to the incomplete numbers: 

 A)  42 

 B)  1,260 

 C)  3 ½ 
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Later we will be introduced to the phrase “time, times and half a time.”  What 

do these numbers have in common?  (Hint:  Think of how they relate to a year.)  

What do they mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What was/is the purpose of trampling on something? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Symbolism Summary:  The Outer Court and Incomplete Numbers 

The outer court symbolizes the priesthood of believers.  Following the 

resurrection of Christ, the disciples were told to take the Gospel to all the world.  

This was affirmed at Pentecost and Peter’s call to go to Cornelius.  This was and 

is a great example of God’s mercy and grace.  It is very similar to God’s call and 

promise to Abraham.  He would be the Father of God’s people through whom the 

Messiah would come.  What did the descendants of Abraham do with this 

privilege?  They killed the Messiah or trampled on God’s Son.  The Gentiles have 

been given the same blessing to be known as God’s people.  Like the Jews, the 

Gentiles will trample on this privilege and seek to destroy the Church and 

priesthood of believers.  But, the time will be cut short and their plans will not 

be realized.  It will be much like Daniel’s prophecy concerning the abomination 

that causes desolation. Antiochus Epiphanes did terrorize Jerusalem, desecrate 

the temple and began to kill off the Jews.  But, his time was cut short and he 

never realized his dream.  So, it will be at the end of time.  The Church, the 

priesthood of believers, will come under attack from those inside it.  But, God will 

cut their time short and save His people. 

 

14. We now will begin a study of the two witnesses.  What will the two 

witnesses do? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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15. Why would a witness wear sackcloth? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. So, who or what are the two witnesses?  To understand this, it would be 

good to review the churches that were addressed at the beginning of Revelation.  

How many Churches were commended without rebuke?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider the words to the Church of Philadelphia in 3:10. How might this 

reveal who or what the two witnesses are or will be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Symbolism Summary:   The Two Witnesses 

The Two Witnesses are the Faithful in the Church, like the congregations of 

Philadelphia and Smyrna, who stay true to, and proclaim (prophesy), the Law 

and the Gospel; God’s written witness to us.  Times will become hard for God’s 

faithful priesthood of believers.  It will come under attack from the inside; from 

those invited into the priesthood of believers.  But, God will cut short the time of 

this spiritual assault.  He will save His Church, His Temple, His Priesthood and 

not let their enemies overcome them.  Therefore, we are to continue to proclaim 

both the Law and the Gospel and call people to repentance.   

 

We may have only covered three verses, but the foundation is set for us to see 

more clearly the attack on God’s people and His deliverance of them. 
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Lesson #14 

 

Revelation Chapter 11:4-19 

 

1. Last week we were introduced to the two witnesses.  John expands on this 

concept by appealing to the readers’ understanding of past history.  Read 

Zechariah 4:11-14.  Who or what were the two olive trees? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If we look at the verses leading up to Zechariah 4:11-14, we read who these two 

olive trees represented.  Who was the first olive tree?  What did he do?  

(Zech.3:1-5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who was represented by the second olive tree?  What did he do?   

(Zech. 4:6-10) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does this tie into the two olive trees of Revelation and 1st Peter 2:9? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Thinking back to last week’s lesson, what are the two lampstands?  (See 

also 1:20; 2:8-11; 3:7-13) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What happens if anyone tries to harm the two olive trees/lampstands?  

What does this mean?  (Remember, fire is a symbol of judgment.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Again, John’s vision appeals to Old Testament History.  The two witnesses 

have the power to judge, condemn and speak prophetic doom on those who would 

contend with them.  John’s vision then speaks of three types of judgment.  What 

kind of judgment is spoken of and who was being referred to by each? 

2 Kings 1:10-21; 1 Kings 18:20-40 – ________________________________________ 

1 Kings 17:1 – ____________________________________________________________ 

Exodus 7:14-25 – _________________________________________________________ 

 

The message of these verses is quite clear.  The faithful Church is called to 

condemn heresy.  It is to clearly articulate the message of certain judgment to 

those who would reject God’s Word and its call for repentance.  Just as God 

followed through with the judgments pronounced in days of old, He will again 

judge those who do not heed the word of the two witnesses.  This will result in 

eternal condemnation.  What kind of power does the Church have?  It has all the 

resources that Moses and Elijah had.  God empowered the prophets to do 

miraculous things in accomplishing His will.  The Church is also empowered to 

do miraculous things if we trust God and seek His will and glory. 

 

5. Consider the words of verse seven, “When they have finished their 

testimony.”  What is meant by finished?  (Matthew 24:14) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Verse seven continues with some very interesting vocabulary, “The beast 

that rises from the bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and 

kill them.”  Focus on the description of the beast.  What five things do we learn 

about this beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do we learn about the two olive trees from this verse? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Verse eight begins with the words, “and their bodies.”  There is a little 

problem with this translation because in the Greek it literally reads “and their 

body.”  Note, body is singular and this is how it is written.  Why would a 

singular body be the appropriate word for this verse?  (1 Cor. 12:12-27) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What will happen to this body?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interpretative Thought:  “God is dead” 

The German philosopher Friederich Nietzsche declared “God is dead” in 1882.  

The cover of the April 8, 1966 Time Magazine asked, “Is God Dead?”  On April 

19, 2013, the rock group Black Sabbath released the song “God is dead?”  The 

song ends with these words, “But still the voices in my head are telling me that 

God is dead.  The blood pours down, the rain turns red, I don’t believe that God 

is dead.  God is dead, God is dead. God is dead.  This is what is being taught in 

our school and universities.  It is what is appearing in journalism and the 

entertainment industry.  Obviously, we are living in a post-Church society where 

the Church is no longer viewed as a player or voice to be heard.  To many, the 

Church is dead in the street and being trampled over by the demands of a morally 

and sexually perverse society. 

 

9. What is the great city?  What is it compared to?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. As you prepare to answer this question, keep in mind the answers and 

information from the last four answers.   Where was “their Lord” crucified? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. What is the significance of the terms peoples, tribes, languages and 

nations? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What will this grouping of people do?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What will this grouping of people not do?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How long will the events that were covered in the last lessons go on?  

What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What will happen after this time period? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What command will come from heaven?  What is this a depiction of?  

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What else happened following the command from heaven?  What is meant 

by these things?  What was the ultimate outcome?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. The Second woe has passed, the third is coming soon and we return to 

trumpets as the seventh trumpet sounds.  What message comes with the 

seventh trumpet? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What do the 24 elders do as a result of all that has been described? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Why would the 24 elders refer to God as “the Lord God Almighty?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. The elders also refer to God as the One “who is and who was.”  Why do 

they not include “who is to come?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. According to the elders, what has God done? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What comes with/through God’s wrath? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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24. The last verse of this chapter gives us a view into heaven where we see 

the Ark of the Covenant.  What message is this vision conveying? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

33 
 

SDG -REVELATION PT 2 

Lesson #15 

 

Revelation Chapter 12 

 

We have already seen the seven seals and the seven trumpets.  With chapter 12, 

we begin what is called the “seven significant signs” which will take us through 

chapter 14.  These signs are not numbered like the seals and trumpets.  Rather, 

they are a series of seven visions that focus on the troubles of the Church. 

 

1. Chapter 12 begins with a vision that relies heavily on an understanding of 

the Old Testament.  Read Genesis 37:9-11.  Who had a dream?  What were the 

components of the dream?  What did each represent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Read Isaiah 26:17-18. Who does the pregnant woman represent? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Notice how Isaiah shifts from “a pregnant woman” to saying “we.”  “We were 

pregnant, we writhed, we have given birth to wind.”  What had they not 

accomplished in these pregnancies? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. “A great sign appeared in heaven.”  John uses the word “sign” in his 

gospel as a reference for something very special.  What does John use the word 

sign for in his gospel?  (John 20:30) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Keeping your last three answers in mind, as well as the scriptures you 

have read.  What is represented by the: 

Woman?  ________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

The twelve stars?  ________________________________________________________ 

The crown?  ______________________________________________________________  
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Understanding the significance of the sun and moon is a little more difficult and 

tricky.  To help us understand their role in the vision, we must first understand 

their role in the world.   

What is the job of the sun?  (Genesis 1:16) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the job of the moon?  (Genesis 1:16) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the moon do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Here comes the challenge!  Put all of this together and explain what is meant by 

the “woman clothed with sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a 

crown of twelve stars.  She was pregnant.” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. “Another sign appeared in heaven:  behold, a great red dragon.”  Who or 

what is called a dragon in: 

 Ezekiel 29:3 -  _______________________________________ 

 Ezekiel  32:2 – _______________________________________ 

 Isaiah 27:1 –    _______________________________________ 

 

What is the significance of the color red? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Yet, another challenge!  Put this all together who or what is the red dragon? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. The dragon has seven heads, ten horns and seven diadems on each head.  

What is symbolized by: 

Seven heads – ___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Ten horns – _____________________________________________________________ 

Seven diadems – _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven.  Stars are often used 

figuratively for angels.  What is this most likely a reference to?  (2nd Peter 2:4; 

Jude 6) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

   

8. What did the dragon want to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Who was this child born to the woman? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How do we see the dragon’s true desire to devour the child?   

(Matthew 2:13-14) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. The child is to rule the nations with a rod of iron.  What is meant by this?  

(Helpful hints: The Greek verb translated as rule literally means, “to shepherd.”  

Think of a shepherd’s staff and how it might differ from a rod of iron.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What is meant by the child being caught up to God?  (Acts 1:6-11) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. The woman fled into the wilderness.  This again conjures up a vision or 

memory from the Old Testament.  Why did God lead the children of Israel into 

the wilderness? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How does the time of 1,260 days play into this vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Verse 7 introduces us to the second vision of this chapter and to Michael, 

an angel.  What do we know about Michael? 

Jude 1:9 – ________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 10:13 – ____________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 10:21 – ____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Daniel 12:1 – _____________________________________________________________ 
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Archangel Study 
The topic of angels and archangels, in particular, has risen to new heights of 

interest in recent years.  Much has been written about the “7 archangels:” 

  1)  Michael – His name means, “he who is as God.”  Known as the angel of 

protection and the most powerful of all angels.  Considered to be the leader of all angels.  

A quick internet search reveals that he can even fix mechanical and electrical problems. 

  2)  Raphael – His name means “God heals.”  He is the archangel of healing, 

both physical and emotional.  He is also known as the angel who reduces addictions 

and cravings as well as restoring and maintaining harmony and peace.  He is also 

known as the patron angel of travelers. 

  3)  Gabriel – His name means, “God is my strength.”  Gabriel is specifically 

named in the Bible, but not as an archangel.  It is Gabriel who spoke to both Zechariah 

and Mary.  As a result, Gabriel is known as the “patron of communications.”  

Interestingly, Gabriel is often portrayed as a woman.  Gabriel is supposed to help 

writers, teachers, journalists and artists.  Gabriel is also supposed to help in conception, 

pregnancy, childbirth, and parenting. 

  4)  Jophiel – His name means, “beauty of God.”  This angel defies all 

ugliness, whether it be physical, mental, spiritual, emotional or even artistic.  Jophiel 

is there to “uplift you and help you see things from a different point of view.” 

  5)  Ariel – His name means, “lion of God.”  Ariel oversees everything related 

to the environment, animals, plant life, planets, sun, moon, stars and our natural 

resources. 

  6)  Azrael – His name means, “whom God helps.”  However, Azrael is known 

as the “angel of death.”  Azrael helps with the great transition from life to the after-life.  

Azrael also helps all ministers and spiritual teachers from all religious as they help 

their followers through all the transitions of life. 

  7)  Chamuel – His name means, “he who sees God.”  Chamuel is the angel 

of peace.  He is to bring peace between nations, religions, races and individuals. 

You are probably saying something like, “I never knew all of that!”  Good!!!  The 

Bible only refers to archangels only two times, here in revelation and in 1 Thessalonians 

4:16 where Jesus returns “with the voice of an archangel.”  That’s it!  Nothing more is 

said!!  No mention of Ariel, Azrael, Chamuel, Jophiel, or Raphael. 

All of the attention paid to those angels is nothing more than a scheme by the 

evil one to distract people from focusing on the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

What we do know about archangels is very brief.  “arch” means chief.  So an 

archangel is a chief angel or angel who is over others angels.  Michael is referred to as 

“the archangel” and “the great prince.”  Michael maybe the only archangel or he may 

be the chief archangel.  He is the archangel who contends by the side of Christ and has 

charge of God’s people.  That’s it!  Anything else is conjecture and a distraction. 
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16. Look carefully at the beginning of verse 7.  What tense is it written in?   

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What was Michael doing?  What does this reveal to us about angels? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What were the two results of this?  (vs. 8) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why would this be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What can we learn from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

18. What has Satan become?  (vs. 9) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:  Satan and devil 

The name “Satan” means adversary.  Meanwhile, “devil” means “slanderer.”  

Satan is the adversary of God who slanders God’s name and deceives God’s 

creation.  He is a fallen angel. 

  

19. According to verse ten, what had Satan been?  (See also Job 1:6-9; 2:1-6; 

Zechariah 3:1) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Satan, the accuser, has been thrown down.  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Satan, the accuser, has been thrown down.  How? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How does the “word of their testimony” play into this?  (Ephesians 2:8-9; 

Romans 10:9-10) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What is the ultimate test of faith? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Why should the heavens rejoice?  (vs. 12; John 19:30; Phil. 3:20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Why does John say, “woe to you, O earth and sea? (vs. 12) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Going back to verse seven we remember that war arose.  This is 

something that already happened.  There was a great battle and Satan has 

been conquered (vs.11).  When did this occur?  (John 19:30; Luke 24:1-8) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Verse 13 begins to tie the two visions together.  What does the 

dragon/Satan do?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. The wilderness is the opposite of the great city, which was also called Sodom 

and Egypt (11:8).  God’s people were delivered from Egypt and escaped to the 

wilderness where they were tested, given the law, cared for, accompanied by God 

and led to the Promise Land.  How does God describe this in Deuteronomy 32:11, 

Isaiah 40:31 and Exodus 19:4? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Apply this answer to verse 14. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

25. The imagery of the serpent is very symbolic.  What is symbolized by water 

pouring from its mouth?  (John 8:44) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. Verse sixteen has posed serious struggles in interpretation.  What exactly 

is meant by the earth opening up and swallowing the river that poured from 

Satan’s mouth is unknown.  However, if we again draw a parallel to Israel’s 

deliverance and time in the wilderness we may draw near to what is being said.  

Two times, in the course of the Exodus, God used the physical realm, the earth, 

to swallow or overcome those who opposed Him or His people.  What were these 

two events?  (This is a challenge question that is testing your knowledge of the 

Old Testament) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In both of these cases, it is God who acted in deliverance and judgment.  What 

we can say with authority is that God will overcome the lies that flood out of 

Satan’s month and save His people/Church. 

 

27. When Satan sees that his lies do not overcome the woman/the Church, 

what does he do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The final words of chapter 12 set the stage for chapter 13.  Satan is standing on 

the sands of the sea.  Something horrific is about to come from the sea.  
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Lesson #16 

 

Revelation Chapter13 

 

Chapter 12 ended with Satan standing on the sand of the sea.  From the sea and 

then from the land will come two beasts.  Since the earth is covered by land and 

sea this vision is speaking of things that will involve the whole world.  Many 

different interpretations of this chapter have been made.  Some have identified 

the beasts as particular governments from the past others to those in the future.  

We will continue to look at this chapter in a symbolic manner.  However, much 

of what is said about the first beast resembles Rome.  Therefore, first century 

readers would naturally tie what was to come with what they were experiencing.  

This would be beneficial for us to keep in mind as well. 

 

1. The beasts of this chapter are not without Old Testament precedence.  Read 

Daniel chapter 7.  How many beasts did Daniel speak of?  What did those beasts 

represent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Review Question:  What is represented or symbolized by: 

Horns – __________________________________________________________________   

Heads – _________________________________________________________________ 

Diadems – _______________________________________________________________ 

The number 10 – _________________________________________________________ 

The number 7 – __________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does the word blasphemous mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Look back to 12:3. Who also had ten horns and seven heads?  What impact 

does this have on the vision of chapter 13? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. The beast that rose from the sea was like a leopard, had feet like a bear’s 

and a mouth like a lion.  What is meant by each?  (Keep Daniel 7 in mind as 

you answer this question.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Where does this beast get its power and authority from? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Verse 3 reveals a most unique aspect concerning this beast.  What is it?  

What does this mean?  (Note:  the description in this verse is identical to what 

we read in 5:6 when we look at the Greek.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is said about the earth as it relates to the beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interpretative Note: 

 Leon Morris, the New Testament commentator speaks of this beast and the 

world’s reaction with these words, “We are justified in reflecting that there is an 

evil which comes ultimately from the dragon and which is found both in the 

human heart and in the communities of men.  And it apparently cannot be slain.  

Though wounded it rises again and will do so to the end of time, to people’s 

amazement.” 

 

9. Why would the world worship the dragon and the beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. “Who is like the beast?”  Compare this to Exodus 15:11 and Psalm 35:10. 

What do you notice? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What was the beast given a mouth for?  What does this mean?  (vs. 5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 (vs. 6) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Verse six also opens up a unique doctrine of the Christian faith.  When we 

read that the beast blasphemes the name of God and His dwelling, the most 

literal translation reads, “His name and His tabernacle.”  How is the term 

dwelling/tabernacle further identified? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Verse 7 begins, “also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to 

conquer them.”  What does this mean?  Why would this be allowed?   

(Romans 5:3-5; James 1:3; 1st Peter 1:7) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How far would/will the authority of the beast extend?  Where won’t it 

reach? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What is the “Book of Life?”  When were the names put into it?  What does 

this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. A beast making war on God’s people and exercising worldwide control 

does not sound good.  Where is the glimmer of hope?  (verse 5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interpretative Note:   The Beast 

 Is the beast spoken of in verses 1-9 something this is coming or has it 

already occurred?  Many theologians see its fulfillment in the Roman Empire.  

They contend that the 10 heads refer to the emperors and see the healing of the 

mortal wound as the Nero redivivus myth.  Others see it as a reference to 

Caligula who was seriously ill but recovered.  Both openly waged war on the 

Christians.  This could well be so.  At the same time, we must always be on our 

guard because we know Satan does not rest and the evil he inspires will 

continually rise up and haunt us. 

 

17. What is God’s expectation of His people?  (verse 10) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. If the first beast wasn’t bad enough, we are immediately presented with 

“another beast.”  Where is the beast from?  What is the significance of this?  (See 

opening statement) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What are the two components that make up the physical description of 

this beast?  What do these mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What is meant by the phrase, “it spoke like a dragon?”  (John 8:44) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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21. Where does this beast get its authority?  What does it do with it?  What 

can we learn from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. What is the goal or purpose of using this authority? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What is meant by the word “sign?”  (John 20:30) Why is this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What is the example of a great sign that is given?  What is its 

significance?  (1st Kings 18:20-40) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What is the result of the signs being performed by the second beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What was the second beast allowed to do?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What was the result(s) of this allowance?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What is the mark? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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29. What is the warning and admonition that John gives to his readers? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What is the number of the beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by 666?  Over the years, people have tried to determine what 

name would add up to equal 666.  This is a foreign concept for us.  But, in Greek 

language, each letter was given a particular numerical value.  For instance, the 

value Iesous, the Greek for Jesus, adds up to 888.  Consider this, 7 is the number 

of perfection and 3 is the number of God.  So, 777 is God’s number for perfection.  

That being the case, Jesus, 888, is one more than perfection in every way.  666 is 

a number that falls short of God’s perfect in every way.  This leads us to our 

second struggle in interpretation.  The Greek for the last verse can be translated 

as: 

 A)  “for it is the number of a man” – or-  

 B)  “for it is the number of man” 

Finally, some ancient Greek texts record this number as 616.  If we take the 

Greek form of the Latin name for Nero Caesar and transliterate it in Hebrew 

while emitting a vowel we get the number 616.  Confused???  This goes to show 

how far people will go to try to make history fit into their notion of Biblical 

interpretation. 

 While no one is absolutely sure what 666 really means, we will work from 

the assumption that it is the number of man who always falls short of the glory 

of God.  It is also a number that indicates that man will put himself and his 

desires above God.  Man will begin to see himself as a god.  That being the case, 

man will begin to act like God and begin to define things his way: 

 A)  Life begins at birth, not conception. 

 B)  Marriage is between two people or living creatures. 

 C)  Sex/Gender is determined by one’s feelings. 

 D)  The world began with a “Big Bang.” 

Sound familiar?  Consider now that unless you accept these things and even 

promote them, you can be charged with hate speech and be sued for 

discrimination. 
  

 Perhaps – just perhaps – the first beast is world governments and the 

second is higher education – or, vice versa.  Just thinking. . . 
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Lesson #17 

 

Revelation Chapter 14 

 

In chapter 13, John was given a vision of the forces of evil.  In many ways, 

chapter 14 serves as a contrast to chapter 13 as John is given a vision of the 

forces of good or heaven.  This vision appears to be a continuation of John’s 

vision in chapter 7.  Therefore, the setting is in heaven. 

 

1. The Lamb is standing on Mount Zion.  What is the significance of Mt. 

Zion?  (Joel 2:32) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Contrast the position of the Lamb with that of the beast in 13:1.  How is 

this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Contrast the foreheads of the followers of the beast (13:16) with those of 

the 144,000. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Review Question #1:  What is the significance of the forehead?  How does 

this impact our understanding of 13:16 and 14:1? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Review Question #2:  What is the significance of 144,000? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What is John’s three-fold description of the voice from heaven? 

What do these/this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is meant by “a new song?”  (5:9)  Who is singing? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. A key phrase that helps us understand these verses is, “redeemed from 

the earth.”  What does this mean?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Notice that the “redeemed from the earth” are referred to as “these” three 

times.  Why is the significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What are the three descriptions given to “these?”  What does each mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Contrast the message of the eagle in 8:13 to the message of the angel in 

verse 6. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What was the message of the angel?  How is this “an eternal gospel” or 

good news? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What is the message of the second angel? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Concept Study:  Babylon 

Babylon was seen as the epitome of man against God.  It begins with the post-

flood people of Genesis 11 trying to build a tower up into heaven and the great 

nation/first empire that decimated all Israel and Judah. 

 

14. What is the reason for the fall of Babylon the great? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What is the message of the third angel? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Verses 10 and 11 are very scary indeed!  To fully grasp what is being said 

we must go back to verse seven.  How did the first angel describe God?  Why?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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17. What does the third angel say about God’s judgment of those who worship 

the beast? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. How does the message of verses 10 and 11 effect the message of verse 12? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What are the two things that we are to patiently endure in? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. A benediction is an invocation of blessing.  An invocation is the act of calling 

on God or invoking/using His name for justification.  So, a benediction is a verbal 

or written blessing from God.  Verse 13 contains the second of seven benedictions 

in Revelation.  The first was back in 1:3 – “blessed is the one who reads aloud, 

hears and keeps the words of this prophecy.”  Who or what is blessed in this 

second benediction?  Why are they blessed?  What is meant by this blessing? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Verse 14 begins with “one like a son of man” seated on a white cloud with a 

golden crown on his head and a sickle in his hand.  Some say this is Christ who 

sowed the seed of the Gospel (Matthew 13:37) and is also the Lord of the Harvest.  

Others say this is an angel, one of seven in this sequence.  They point out that 

this individual or entity receives a command from an angel.  Christ would give a 

command to an angel but receive commands from His Father.  Finally, the Greek 

clearly says “like a son of man” not “the son of man.”  The reality is, we don’t 

know.  What we do know is what this heavenly being is to do.  What is his task? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. The word for “ripe” actually means “to dry up.”  This reaping would then 

refer to dried heads of grain like wheat or barley.  What does this wheat/barley 

represent?  (Matthew 13:25-30; Luke 22:31; John 12:24) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Two additional angels appear in verses 17 and 18.  What were the jobs or 

responsibilities of these two angels? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. Where did the second of these two angels come from?  What was 

associated with this place in 8:3-5 and 6:10?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What was to be done with the grape harvest? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What does a winepress do to grapes?  What is the metaphor being 

presented?  (Genesis 3:15; Romans 16:20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What is the significance of the winepress being outside of the city? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Challenge Question:  What is the significance of the number 1,600? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #18 

 

Revelation Chapter 15 

 

Up to this point, John has shared two visions of seven things; the seven seals and 

the seven trumpets.  Each of those visions dealt with what will happen in the 

end-time.  With chapter 15, we are introduced to another vision of seven.  This 

vision has an air of finality to it as we witness seven angels with seven bowls that 

contain seven plagues. 

 

1. With the first verse of chapter 15, John employs language that separates 

this vision of seven from the first two.  How does John make this vision stand out 

from the previous ones? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is a sign? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How does John stress the finality of this vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. In 4:6, we were introduced to “sea of glass, like crystal.”  How does the sea 

in this vision differ from the sea of glass?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. To get a better picture of what John is seeing and the message of this vision 

we must look carefully at both verse two and three.  Who is standing by this sea?  

What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did those who were standing by the sea do?  (vs. 3)  What is meant by 

this?  (Exodus 14-15) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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You should see a bit of parallelism in these opening verses.  What might be 

meant by the description “sea of glass mingled with fire?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Who is the object/recipient of this song?  What is said about Him? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is said about God’s deeds?  How is this different from the deeds of 

the beast?  (13:13) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Because of God’s greatness the song asks a rhetorical question.  What is 

it? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What three statements are made about God?  What else is said about God 

in relation to those attributes? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. The song of Moses, sung by those “who had conquered the beast,” is most 

unique.  Though it is sung by conquerors, what do you notice is missing in this 

song?  How might this impact one view of worship? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. What is the sanctuary of the tent of witness a reference too?   

(Exodus 40:34) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What comes out of the tent of witness?  What does this imply? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How were these seven angels clothed?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What is in the bowls that is given to the angels?  How is God described in 

connection with these bowls?  How does this impact our understanding of the 

bowls and what is in them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What is the message of verse 8? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #19 

 

Revelation Chapter 16 

 

In the last chapter, John saw seven angels, with seven plagues that were held 

in the seven bowls of God’s wrath.  In chapter 16, the angels will pour out these 

bowls of wrath and plague. 

 

1. What instruction is given to the seven angels?  Who gives the instruction? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What do we already know about God’s wrath?  (14:10) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What did the first bowl of wrath bring?  Where did it bring this?  Is this 

kind of plague found elsewhere in the Bible?  Why is this significant. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What did the second bowl of wrath bring?  Where did it bring this?  Is this 

kind of plague found elsewhere in the Bible?  (The answer is yes, but try to find 

both!)  Why are these significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What did the third bowl of wrath bring?  Where did it bring this?  Is this 

kind of plague found elsewhere in the Bible?  Why is this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. The pouring out of the third bowl differs from the first two in a very 

important way.  Wat is it?  What does it reveal? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In what three ways (Note the Trinitarian nature of this description) does 

the angel of the waters describe God?  Put together, what does this mean?  (Yes, 

that is a challenge question!) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. “You have given them blood to drink.”  What is meant by this?  (17:16) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What does the altar represent?  How is this connected to both the words of 

the angel in charge of the waters and the response that comes from the altar?   

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What did the fourth bowl of wrath bring? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Contrast this fourth plague with what is said about the sun in 6:12; 8:12; 

9:2. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What is the reaction of the people to the fourth plague?  What do you 

notice about this reaction?  What can we learn from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How are the first four plagues connected? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What did the fifth bowl of wrath bring?  Where did it bring this?  What is 

meant by this?  (Romans 1:28-32) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 16:12-21 is another section of Revelation that is often greatly 

misunderstood.  Following the brief interlude that fifth bowl provided.  Together, 

the first five plagues prepare us for the end.  The final two bowls deal with the 

end or final judgment. 

 

15. Where is the sixth bowl of wrath poured?   Where is this?  Why is this 

significant?  (See map) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

60 
 

SDG -REVELATION PT 2 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What happens to the Euphrates River?  What does this allow to happen?  

What is meant by the kings of the east? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What is the message of verses 13-14? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What is meant by, “The great day of God the Almighty?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. How does the phrase, “Behold, I am like a thief in the night” play into this 

narrative? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Who will be blessed in the midst of the sixth plague?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What is Armageddon?  (See map) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. How does the sixth bowl description end?  What is missing? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Where is the seventh bowl of wrath poured?  Why is this important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What message comes with the pouring of the seventh bowl?  Where does it 

come from?  What does this mean?  What accompanies it?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What is the great city?  (11:8) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What happens to the great city?  What is the result of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. “God remembered Babylon the great.”  What is Babylon the great? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What is meant by “remembered?” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What happens to Babylon the great? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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30. Verses 20 and 21 serve as a description of what happens when God’s cup 

of wrath is drained.  How severe is this draining of the cup? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. What will the reaction of the people of the great city be to the draining of 

this cup? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Look back at verse 16 and compare it to what you’ve just read.  What do 

you see? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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 The Kingdom of Israel 

 
 
SDG – Revelation Lesson #19 – Map #1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

64 
 

SDG -REVELATION PT 2 

 Where is Armageddon? 
 

 
SDG – Revelation Lesson #19 – Map #2 


