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SDG – The Gospel of Mark – Part II 
Zion Lutheran Church  

 
Fall Calendar 2015 
The week of September 13  Lesson #12 

The week of September 20  Lesson #13  

The week of September 27  Lesson #14 

The week of October 4   Lesson #15 

The week of October 11        Columbus Day 

The week of October 18  Lesson #16 

The week of October 25  Lesson #17 

The week of November 1  Lesson #18 

The week of November 8  Lesson #19 

The week of November 15  Lesson #20 
 

Winter Break – Classes resume the week of January 10, 2016 

Study guides for the winter quarter will be available in the Church                                    

office beginning on Monday, January 3, 2016. 
 

Class Times: 

 Sunday Evening @ 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

 Monday Morning @ 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room 

 Wednesday Evening @ 6:30 p.m. at the home of Larry and Linda 

Dashnow – 260 Dunsmuir Drive, Lodi, CA  333-5297 

 Thursday Evening @ 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

 

If you are unable to attend a particular class you are free to join with the 

other class.  For instance, if you normally attend the Sunday evening class 

and you find that you can’t make it one week, you are welcome to join the 

Monday, Wednesday or Thursday class for that week.  All groups will be 

doing the same lesson each week. 

 

About the Cover - A winged lion is Mark's symbol. The lion derives from 

Mark's description of John the Baptist as a "voice of one crying out in the 

desert" (Mark 1:3), which artists compared to a roaring lion. The wings                

come from the application of Ezekiel's vision of four winged creatures 

(Ezekiel, chapter one) to the evangelists. 
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SDG   Lesson #12 

Mark – Chapter 10:1-12 

 

 

1. “He (Jesus) left there.”  Where was He?  What had happened there? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Where was Jesus going?  What is the significance of this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What was/were the custom(s) of Jesus? 

Mark 10:1 - _________________________________________________________ 

  

Luke 4:16 - __________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Who else had a similar custom?   

Acts 17:2 - ___________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What do the following verses teach us about such a custom? 

Acts 20:7 - ___________________________________________________________ 

1st Corinthians 16:1-2 - ________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation 1:10-11 – ___________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What did the Pharisees ask Jesus?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Carefully read and contemplate Jesus’ response.  What do you notice 

about this response? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How did the Pharisees respond to the question of Jesus?  What does this 

tell us? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Again, we must carefully read Jesus’ response in verse five.  What did 

He tell the Pharisees in verse five? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Verses six through nine are the words of Jesus Himself.  That being the 

case, what do the following verses say about Him? 

Matthew 17:5 – ________________________________________________________ 

Mark 9:7 -  _____________________________________________________________ 

Luke 9:35 - _____________________________________________________________ 

John 1:1-3 - ____________________________________________________________ 

Matthew 28:18 – _______________________________________________________ 

Philippians 2:9-11 – ____________________________________________________                               

________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Compare verse six with Genesis 2:18-25. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. According to verses seven and eight, remember that these are the words 

of Jesus, what was the result of the action He described in verse six?  Where 

else is this teaching found? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Verse nine adds a whole new layer to the marriage message that Jesus 

crafted.  What new dimension did Jesus add?  How does this impact us today? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Read Romans 1:18-32 and answer the following questions: 

A)  Through the observation of Creation, what can be learned about 

God?                                                                                                                         

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

B)  What is sinful man’s reaction to what can be learned from Creation?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

C)  How does man worship and serve the creature rather than God?  

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  
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D)  How might this relate to Revelation 13:18?                                                        

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

E)  Compare verses 24, 26, and 28.                                                                       

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________  

F)  What is one result of this?  (Verses 26-27)  

______________________________________________________________                                                          

G)  What are some of the other results?  (Verses 28-30)                                               

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

H)  That’s quite a list; but it doesn’t end there!  What is the final sinful 

action of man?  How does this apply to today?                                                       

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

  

15. Gay marriage is certainly a topic in society and the Church today.  

What do the following verses say about homosexuality and therefore gay 

marriage? 

Leviticus 18:22 – ____________________________________________________ 

Leviticus 20:13 – ____________________________________________________ 

1st Timothy 1:8-10 – _________________________________________________ 

Jude 1:7 & Genesis 19:1-38 – _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

1st Corinthians 6:9-11 – _______________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Explain why Jesus said that if someone divorces and then remarries 

they commit adultery against their former spouse. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What is the one exception that Jesus gives for divorce being acceptable?  

(Matthew 5:32) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Is there any hope for those who have divorced and remarried or for 

those who have been caught up in a sexually immoral lifestyle?   (1st John 1:9) 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #13 

Mark – Chapter 10:13-52 

 

1. Read Matthew 19:13-15 and Luke 18:15-17.  What additional 

information do we learn from these passages?  What is the significance of 

these additions? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Jesus was asked to touch or lay His hands on the children.  What do the 

following verses say about the laying on of hands?  Which applies to this 

account?  What does this imply? 

Leviticus 1:4 – _________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Deuteronomy 34:9 – ____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Genesis 27:23; 48:14-18 – _______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did the disciples respond to the action of the people?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Read Isaiah 55:8.  Why was Jesus indignant?  What does indignant 

mean? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is meant by the phrase, “for to such belong the Kingdom of God?”  

(Ephesians 2:8-9) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What was the significance of Jesus laying His hands on the little 

children? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. In what two ways did the rich man, who ran up to Jesus, try to show 

respect or gain favor with Jesus? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

    

8. Carefully read what the rich young man initially said to Jesus.  Note 

the contradiction. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. “Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God alone.”  What was 

Jesus doing with this reply? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What commandments did Jesus recite or challenge the man with?  

Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. How did the man respond to Jesus’ commandment challenge? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. We know all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Yet, Jesus’ 

response to the young man’s statement of works righteousness is that He 

“loved him.”  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Think about your answer to question nine and the challenge He put 

before the man in verse 19.  What was Jesus really doing with His command 

of verse 21?  What was the one thing the man was lacking? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Why was the man disheartened? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What did Jesus say about the wealthy?  Why would this amaze the 

disciples? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What was the purpose of the camel and eye of a needle analogy? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What is the answer to the camel/eye of the needle problem? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Peter said, “We have left everything and followed You.”  How does Jesus 

describe everything? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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19. What is the meaning of leaving everything? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What three things does Jesus promise for those who leave everything in 

this age? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What will be gained in “the age to come?”  What does this term, “age to 

come” imply? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. How will the first be last?  The last first? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Why were the disciples both amazed and afraid as they headed for 

Jerusalem? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What did Jesus reveal about His trip to Jerusalem?  (vss. 33-34) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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25. What did James and John want from Jesus?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What was the cup that Jesus drank or the baptism He was baptized 

with?  (See vss. 42-43) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Whoever would be great … must be servant.  First … slave of all.  

What’s the difference between servant and slave?  What is Jesus saying? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Verse 45 is the dividing point of the Gospel of Mark and follows the 

servant/slave theme just introduced. Up to this time, Jesus had been serving 

others.  What would the emphasis of the rest of His ministry be? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. Challenge Question!  Compare Mark’s account of the healing of the 

blind man with the accounts recorded in Matthew 20:29ff and Luke 18:35ff.  

When did this healing take place?  How can we explain this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Note:  The healing of blind Bartimaeus in 10:52 follows the healing of another 

blind man in 8:25.  In between these two healings Jesus told His disciples on 

three different occasions that He would die.  It is thought that Mark put the 

two healings at the two ends of these three accounts to emphasize the 

disciples blindness and need for spiritual healing. 

 

30. What does the name Bartimaeus mean? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

31. How did Bartimaeus address Jesus?  Why?  Why is this significant? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

32.   Why did Bartimaeus ask Jesus to have mercy on Him? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

33. Why would the people in the crowd rebuke Bartimaeus? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

34. How did Bartimaeus respond to this rebuke?  Why?  (Isaiah 35:5) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

35. Why did Jesus heal Bartimaeus? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

36. Carefully read the final verse of this chapter.  Notice what Jesus told 

Bartimaeus to do and what Bartimaeus did.  What lesson can we as 

Christians learn from this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #14 

Mark – Chapter 11:1-33 

 

1. Jesus, His disciples, a large crowd (10:46) and Bartimaeus completed 

the journey from Jericho to Jerusalem.  The road from Jericho to Jerusalem 

is an uphill journey of about 12 miles.  At the ten mile mark the road came to 

the Mount of Olives.  The primary trade route went around the Mount on the 

south side.  A second road went to the north and went through Bethany and 

Bethphage.  Where did Jesus send two of His disciples?  (Matthew 21:1-2) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Jesus send the disciples to this place?  (Zechariah 9:9) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What kind of a colt were the disciples to get?  Why?  (Matthew 21:2) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What characteristic of God does Jesus display when He sends the 

disciples to get the colt? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. “Stealing a horse is a hang able offense!”  At least, that’s what was said 

by a cowboy in one of our Hollywood westerns.  Stealing a colt was also a 

capital offense in the first century.  How were the disciples supposed to 

handle any questioning of their actions?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Why did people put or spread their cloaks on the road?  The leafy 

branches? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What does “Hosanna” mean? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Where did the phrase, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord” come from? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What is meant by the phrase, “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

Father David?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is meant by the word “Blessed?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Where did Jesus go upon entering Jerusalem?  What did He do?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Imagine you were one of the people present when Jesus entered 

Jerusalem.  Maybe you heard Him preach, saw a miracle or were part of the 

feeding of the 5,000. You joined the crowd in praising Him because you felt 

He fulfilled the Messianic prophecies.  After seeing Jesus go to the temple 

and then leave for Bethany, what would your feeling be? ___________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

11. What is the significance of a fig tree in Hebrew culture/faith?  

(Jeremiah 8:13; Hosea 9:10; Joel 1:7) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What did Jesus inspect the fig tree for?  Was this reasonable? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What did Jesus do following the inspection of the fig tree?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Who sold and who bought in the temple?  What was sold/bought? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Who or what was a money-changer?  Why were they in the temple?  

(Exodus 20:4; 30:11-16) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What is meant by the phrase, “and He would not allow anyone to carry 

anything through the temple?”  (See map at end of lesson; Hebrews 12:28) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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17. Where is it written that, “My house shall be a house of prayer for all the 

nations?”  What is meant by all nations? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Where is it written that the people had made the temple, “a den of 

robbers?”  What would the result of this be? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Why did chief priests want to destroy Jesus?  Why did they fear Him? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. As He had done on Sunday, the day before, Jesus again left Jerusalem 

in the evening.  It appears that He again went to Bethany because they 

travel back to Jerusalem on the same road.  What did they encounter on their 

way back to Jerusalem Tuesday morning?  How does this play into Jesus’ 

narrative? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Verses 22-25 contain some of the most misunderstood teachings on 

prayer.  To understand what Jesus is saying/teaching we must put it into the 

context of the moment.  Jesus had cursed a tree and it died because it did not 

bear fruit.  He had driven out the money changers and the sellers of goods 

from the temple because they were bearing bad fruit.  How did Jesus respond 

to Peter’s comment concerning the fig tree?  Why?  (Remember the context) 
________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. Keeping the context of the narrative in mind, what is Jesus teaching 

with his mountain metaphor? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

23. Verse 23 has been interpreted as a “name it and claim it verse.”  That 

is, name what you want in prayer and you can claim it because God will give 

it to you.  Again, we must remember the context!  Jesus is speaking about 

bearing fruit and connecting it to prayer.  How do we know that He isn’t 

saying, “Name it and claim it?”  (James 4:3; 1st John 5:14; Luke 22:42) 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

24. So, how do we know God will answer our prayers to bear good fruit?  

(Romans 8:28; Philippians 4:19) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

25. What should the first part of our prayers be? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

26. What things had Jesus done in the temple that caused the religious 

leaders to ask Him, “By what authority are you doing these things?”  

Mark 11:15 – ___________________________________________________________  

Mark 11:18 – ___________________________________________________________ 

Luke 19:47 & 48 – ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What was the implication of the religious rulers’ question? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

28. How did Jesus respond to their question?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #15 

Mark – Chapter 12:1-27 

 

 

As we begin this chapter, please remember that the events of this chapter 

took place on Monday of Holy Week.  These events also immediately follow 

Jesus’ challenging question, “Was the baptism of John from heaven or from 

man?”  The religious leaders did not answer because they were more 

concerned about their image before the people than they were about doing 

what was right.  So, “Jesus began to speak to them in parables.” 

 

1. Who was the “them” He was speaking to? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Review Question:  What is a parable? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In this parable, who or what is represented by: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What additional action did the man take when he planted the vineyard?  

Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the symbolism of, “He went into another country?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why did the tenants beat and kill the landlord’s servants and son? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How were the religions leaders like the tenants? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How did Jesus say the Owner would react to the actions of the tenants?  

What are the implications of this to this day? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What Scripture does Jesus quote in verses 10-11? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Who or What are the: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Who made the Cornerstone the Cornerstone? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why is this marvelous in our eyes? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What did the religious perceive?  What did they do? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. In lesson #4, we saw who the Pharisees were.  Who were the Herodians? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What was the purpose of the Pharisees and Herodians coming to Jesus? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What characteristics did the Pharisees and Herodians ascribe to Jesus?  

Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What was their question?  What was their two-sided reason for asking 

this question? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What did Jesus know about the Pharisees and Herodians? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What was a denarius? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Why did Jesus ask for a denarius? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What belongs to Caesar?  To God? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. The Chief Priests, Scribes and Elders were certainly intent on trapping 

Jesus.  They had a Plan B!  Who immediately challenged Jesus following the 

failure of the Pharisees and Herodians?  What do we know about them?  (See 

lesson #4) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. How did they begin their question?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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24. They asked a question, “Whose wife will she be?”  Why?  (John 11:25) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25.  Jesus read right through the question and addressed the Sadducees lack 

of belief in the resurrection.  What did He say about them?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. How did Jesus show that there is life after death? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Okay – I know you really want to know what is meant by Jesus’ words 

concerning angels and being married in heaven.  The first thing I want you to 

note is that the Sadducees did not believe in angels.  Jesus speaks of them as 

being real and follows it with “You are quite wrong.”  As for marriage, please 

read Genesis 2:18-24.  What did God call the helper who was fit for man? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please note, if you put “woman” or “Eve,” you are quite wrong!  Now answer 

this question:  “How long did God intend for Adam and Eve to be man and 

wife?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read Luke 20:34-36.  What does this imply? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson 16 

Mark Chapter 12:28-44 

 

28. Verse 28 is an interesting verse.  Notice, a scribe “came up and heard 

them disputing with one another.”  Who is meant by “them?”  What were they 

disputing?  (The second half of this question is a challenge.  Hint:  Think 

about the beliefs of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  Put this into the 

context of what Jesus previously had said.)  What was the result of this 

disputing? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. The scribe asked a fundamental question, “Which Commandment is the 

most important of all?”  How did Jesus begin His answer?  Where did He get 

this from?   What is the significance of this? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Historical Note:  The Shema 

The Shema is:   

          1.   The central statement of Jewish belief which is summed up in the 

phrase, “Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  

(Deuteronomy 6:4) 

 2.  A Prayer that is recited by devout Jews twice each day, in the 

morning and evening.  It is a compilation of Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21 and 

Numbers 15:37-41. 

A copy of the Shema is found at the end of this lesson.  Please read it and 

then continue with the rest of this lesson. 
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30. What was the second part of Jesus’ answer?  Where did He get this 

from? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. According to the Shema, what are we to do with this command?   

  What does this mean? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What practice of the Pharisees was a literal translation of the Pharisees? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. According to the Shema (Deut. 11:13-21), what would result from the 

following of this command? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. What would happen if they didn’t follow this command? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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34. “Take care lest you be lured away.”  What does this statement imply? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. What form does this luring take? 

 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

36. Does this happen today?  If so, How? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. After the words of warning in the Shema, what becomes the focus of 

this prayer?  What is to be done with this focus? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

38. What is a tzizit?  What was its purpose? How was this done? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

39. What does it mean to be “Holy to your God?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

40. Why did God bring the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt?   

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

41. What is the last word of the Shema?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Catechism Note:  The Lutheran Service Book 

 In our new Lutheran Service Books/Hymnals you will find Luther’s 

Small Catechism. If you read through his three explanations of the three 

articles of the Apostles Creed, you will see that Luther drew on the closing                

of the Shema for the close of his explanations.  Luther ended all three 

explanations with the words, “This is most certainly true. 

 

42. That has been quite a little sidetrack, but, we aren’t done.  The obvious 

question that arises from Jesus’ answer and the first line of the Shema is, “If 

God is one, why do we worship the Trinity?”  Let’s take a quick journey into 

the foundation of this doctrine.   

What do the following verses say about God? 

Deut. 6:4 – ________________________________________________________ 

Galatians 3:20 – ___________________________________________________ 

What else do we learn about God in the following verses? 

Isaiah 42:8 – ______________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 43:10 – _____________________________________________________ 

Isaiah 44:6 –______________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 4:5 - ___________________________________________________ 

1st Corinthians 8:4 – _______________________________________________ 

Now read these verses.  What do you notice? 

Genesis 1:26 – ____________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________ 

Genesis 3:22 – ____________________________________________________ 

Genesis 11:7 – ____________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:  Elohim/God 

 The Jewish word that we translate as God is Elohim.  This is the plural 

form of El/God in the Hebrew language.  Elohim is very unique to the Hebrew 

Language.  While it is plural it used with singular verbs, adjectives and 

pronouns.  So when we read Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God (Elohim – 

plural) created (singular) the heavens and the earth,” we see the plural doing 

the singular. 
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Now, read the following verses and note what they say: 

John 1:1-4 & 14 – ________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

John 10:30 – _____________________________________________________ 

John 14:9 – ______________________________________________________ 

1st John 5:20 – ____________________________________________________ 

Finally, what do these verses say about the Holy Spirit? 

John 14:26 – ______________________________________________________ 

John 16:7 – _______________________________________________________ 

1st Thessalonians 4:8 – _____________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________________________ 

1st John 3:23-24 – _________________________________________________ 

 

 

Trinity Summation 

 Why a Trinity (Three in One)?  Very simply, because that is the only 

explanation that deals with the plurality of God both in His title – “Elohim” 

and His words, “let us…”  At the same time, God says He is One (Deut. 6:4) 

and all His actions are done in the singular.  Since Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit are all seen or heard at Christ’s baptism we know there are three.  Yet, 

they seem interchangeable:  God created, Jesus created, the Father’s Spirit, 

The Son’s Spirit.  Three distinct parts of the Godhead yet one God.  How can 

this be?  He is God!  And, He is way beyond our understanding. 

 

Let us return to Mark 12. 

 

43. What did Jesus add to the Shema as He answered the scribes’ question 

concerning the most important commandment?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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44. How did the scribe respond to Jesus’ answer?  Thinking back to the 

answer of the last question, what did the scribe understand?  How did this 

play into Jesus’ statement, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

45. Why would no one dare ask Him anymore questions? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

46. The Pharisees worshipped their laws and practices, the Sadducees 

didn’t believe in the Resurrection, the Prophets or the existence of angels.  

What was wrong with the beliefs of the scribes?  (vs. 35) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

47. What is meant by the phrase, “David himself, in the Holy Spirit, 

declared?”  (2nd Timothy 3:16; 2nd Peter 1:21)  What important Christian 

doctrine does this support? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

48. What scripture did Jesus quote in verse 36? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

49. What is meant by: 

 The Lord – ____________________________________________________ 

 My Lord – _____________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________ 
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Sit at My right hand – ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

 Put Your enemies under Your feet – _______________________________ 

 

50. What is Jesus’ point in quoting this passage? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

51. What was wrong with the practice of the scribes?  (Luke 17:10) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

52. How could scribes devour widow’s houses? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

53. Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting 

money in the offering box.  What is wrong with this picture?  (Matthew 6:3-

18) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

54. Why did Jesus commend the gift of the poor widow?  (There are two 

answers!  One is stated and obvious.  The other requires you to put yourself 

in her place – out in public at one of the 13 horn-shaped, metal receptacles). 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Shema 

 

This is a copy of the Jewish prayer called the Shema.  It is taken from the 

Jewish web site www.chabad.org.  The Shema was/is prayed twice a day by 

devote Jews.  Please note the respect given to the name of the LORD 

(Yahweh) and to the title of God.  Rather than to be so bold as to type out 

these names, the devout Hebrews leave the vowels out of them and instead 

print L-rd and G-d.  Compare this to our society’s flippant use of both the 

name and title of God.  Perhaps we can learn a little respect from this Jewish 

practice. 

 

Cover you eyes with your right hand and say: 
Hear, O Israel, the L-rd is our G-d, the L-rd is One. 

 

Recite the following verse in an undertone: 
Blessed be the name of the glory of His kingdom forever and ever. 

You shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your might. And these words which I command you today shall be 

upon your heart. You shall teach them thoroughly to your children, and you 

shall speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the 

road, when you lie down and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign 

upon your hand, and they shall be for a reminder between your eyes. And you 

shall write them upon the doorposts of your house and upon your gates. 

And it will be, if you will diligently obey My commandments which I enjoin 

upon you this day, to love the L-rd your G-d and to serve Him with all your 

heart and with all your soul, I will give rain for your land at the proper time, 

the early rain and the late rain, and you will gather in your grain, your wine 

and your oil. And I will give grass in your fields for your cattle, and you will 

eat and be sated. Take care lest your heart be lured away, and you turn 

astray and worship alien gods and bow down to them. For then the L-rd's 

wrath will flare up against you, and He will close the heavens so that there 

will be no rain and the earth will not yield its produce, and you will swiftly 

perish from the good land which the L-rd gives you. Therefore, place these 

words of Mine upon your heart and upon your soul, and bind them for a sign 

on your hand, and they shall be for a reminder between your eyes. You shall 

teach them to your children, to speak of them when you sit in your house and 

when you walk on the road, when you lie down and when you rise. And you 

shall inscribe them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates - so that 

http://www.chabad.org/
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your days and the days of your children may be prolonged on the land which 

the L-rd swore to your fathers to give to them for as long as the heavens are 

above the earth. 

The L-rd spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel and tell them 

to make for themselves fringes on the corners of their garments throughout 

their generations, and to attach a thread of blue on the fringe of each corner. 

They shall be to you as tzizit, and you shall look upon them and remember all 

the commandments of the L-rd and fulfill them, and you will not follow after 

your heart and after your eyes by which you go astray - so that you may 

remember and fulfill all My commandments and be holy to your G-d. I am the 

L-rd your G-d who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your G-d; I, the 

L-rd, am your G-d. True. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SDG – Lesson #16 – “The Shema” 
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The Jewish Temple 
 

Solomon built the first temple, which had been designed by his father King 

David.  King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the first temple.  When the Jews 

returned to the Promised Land in 538 B.C. the task of rebuilding the temple 

was undertaken.  Under the leadership of Zerubbabel the temple was rebuilt 

and completed in 515 B.C.  However, over the centuries, it fell into disrepair.  

King Herod the Great began a complete restoration and expansion of the 

temple around 20 B.C.  His goal was to return the temple to the splendor and 

majesty of Solomon’s time.  This was not done out of devotion to God.  Rather, 

he did this for his only glory and to gain the support of the Jewish people.  

This was the temple that Jesus went to.  While the majority of the work was 

completed in the first three years of construction, the temple restoration and 

expansion wasn’t completed until 64 A.D.  When Jesus observed the widow 

putting her two small copper coins in the treasury, He was sitting in the 

women’s court. 
 

An artist’s rendition of how Herod’s Temple would have appeared: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SDG – Lesson #16– Mark 12 
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SDG - Lesson 17 

Mark Chapter 13 

 

 

 

1.  Warning!  It was with a word of commendation for the poor widow who 

gave all she had that we closed chapter 12.  Chapter 13 begins not with 

commendation but condemnation followed by a discourse that leads to the 

final condemnation.   As we prepare to work through chapter 13, I ask you to 

treat it with special care.  It is much like going on a hike in the mountains.  

As you embark on your journey you see the peak ahead of you.  In the same 

view, you also see that there is also a peak behind it and another behind that.  

As you draw closer, you find crevasses, creeks, rock falls and a variety of 

animals and plants.  Each peak is distinct yet each has many similarities to 

the other peaks.  This is often how prophecies work.  They see all the peaks 

and what is around them.  Yet, it is often written as a single prophecy.  Read 

Isaiah 11:1-4 as an example of this.  What is being prophesied in verses one 

and two? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Verses 3 and 4 are part of the same prophecy.  What is being prophesied?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the two peaks spoken of in these 4 verses? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Isaiah 61:1-2.  What two peaks are described? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Finally, read the prophecy found in Joel 2:28-31.  What two events are 

prophesied together in these verses? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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This is often how prophecy works.  Christ is going to prophecy in this chapter.  

As the all-knowing Son of God, He looks into the future to answer His 

disciples’ questions.  I guess you could say that He sees several peaks.  Let’s 

get started. 

 

2. What is the setting for the beginning of this chapter? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What caught the disciples’ attention?  What do you know about this?  

(See the diagrams and articles at the end of this lesson) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

4. How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ words?  (Note:  Consider this the 

first peak in Christ’s vision of the future) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What happened after these words of Jesus?  How is this connected to 

the words He had spoken? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Peter and James and John and Andrew came to Jesus privately.  What 

do we know about these disciples? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. The question of these four disciples is critical!  Remember, the Hebrew 

people were taught that the Messiah would come and reestablish the 

kingdom of David.  They believed that Israel would be the sole world power 

and that all the world would pay taxes to Jerusalem and the Temple would 

serve as the one true place of worship for all the world.  (Note:  This 

viewpoint is still taught among the Orthodox Jews and those who believe in 

pre or post millennialism – see diagram at end of lesson).  What else did the 
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Scriptures teach that the disciples would have believed in?  (Joel 2:31; 

Malachi 4:5) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Challenge Question!  Super Critical Answers!!  These four disciples asked 

Jesus a question, what was it?  Why did they ask it?  (The second question 

could be rephrased, “How did their beliefs influence their question?) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is your answer right?  If so you see the second peak!  This is critical to 

understanding the rest of this lesson.  If you are uncertain about your answer 

please go to the end of this lesson and read the article titled, “The Great and 

Terrible Day of the LORD.”  Once you see the second peak, please continue 

with this lesson. 

 

8. What is Jesus’ first response to the disciples’ questions?  Why would He 

do this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. How can someone “come in My name” and say, “I am he?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is the significance of the birth pains analogy?  What events are 

called birth pains? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. “But, be on your guard.”  This is Jesus’ second warning and it comes 

immediately after the birth pains analogy.  Why would He do this? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Historical Note:  When Jesus spoke these words, the Roman Empire had been 

enjoying a long era of peace.  It would continue for another three and a half 

decades.  But then political turmoil would upset the entire empire.  Rome 

would even see four different emperors in one year:  Galba, Otho, Vitellus, 

and Vespasian. This took place in the form of violent revolts and 

insurrections.  It was the son of Vespasian, Titus, who destroyed the Temple 

and Jerusalem in A.D 70.  It is also true that the years A.D. 60-80 were filled 

with famine, pestilence (illness), fires, hurricanes and earthquakes.  In the 

summer of A.D. 79 Pompeii was destroyed with the eruption of Vesuvius.  No 

wonder Jesus said to His disciples be on your guard.  These events would 

certainly seem like a fulfillment of His prophecy.  And they were!  They did 

lead up to the first peak or the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  But 

it wasn’t the end – the second peak – Judgment Day. 

 

12. What is meant by the terms “council” and “synagogues?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Read 2nd Corinthians 11:24.  How does this verse relate to the first half 

of verse nine? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What is meant by governors and kings? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Read Acts 23:12-25:27.  How do these verses relate to the second half of 

verse nine? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. Why would these things happen?  How far was it to go? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What do we learn from Jesus’ words, “for my sake?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What anxiety of the disciples does Jesus address in verse 11?  Verse13?  

How?  What is the significance of the order that is presented? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Read Acts 7:54-60.  How does those verses relate to Jesus’ address of 

the disciples anxiety? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Why would family deliver family over to trial or even death?  (Matthew 

10:34-39) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Many people will say “The Prayer of Jabez” is asking God to prosper 

them.  Coming out of this is a new doctrine called the “prosperity gospel.”  It 

simply says, “God wants to prosper you.”  Those critical of this doctrine claim 

this demotes God to being nothing more than a “cosmic butler.”  Verse 13 

contains two definition promises for the follower of Christ.  What are they? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. What is meant by the phrase, “for My name’s sake”? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Verses 8-13 obviously applied to the disciples (the first peak) but also 

apply to anyone who holds to the name of Christ in times of persecution or 

tribulation/the great tribulation (second peak).  Verses 14-23 continue this 

dualistic theme of prophecy.  Jesus has already said, “See that no one leads 

you astray.”  Mark adds the admonition, “Let the reader understand” in verse 

14.  What Jesus says is challenging to understand.  He begins by speaking of 

“the abomination of desolation.  What is the abomination?  (Daniel 9:27; 

11:31; 12:11) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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24. What was to be done in Judea (Jerusalem) when the abomination 

appeared?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Verse 19 serves as a transition from the warning to Judea to the people 

in “those days.”  What characteristic is given to “those days?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Interpretive Note:  When Jesus speaks of the abomination of desolation 

Mark rightly adds, “Let the reader understand.”  We have talked about 

prophecy seeing multiple peaks/events in the future.  When Jesus speaks 

these words He adds a whole new aspect, the past! 

Daniel spoke of such an abomination over 400 years before the time of 

Christ.  Daniel’s prophecy was fulfill by Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 

B.C.)  When he erected a pagan altar over the altar of burnt – offering in 

the Jerusalem Temple.  Desolation quickly followed!  So, when Jesus spoke 

these words, “When you see…” there were certainly some who thought, “it’s 

already happened!”  Mark says, “Let the reader understand… (this is going 

to happen again!).  And it did!  When Rome conquered Jerusalem the 

Roman armies entered the temple with their banners bearing the image of 

the emperor who claimed to be a god.  The emperor was worshipped, the 

temple destroyed and all Jerusalem made desolate.  So, that’s the end of it, 

right?  God now lives in our heart and is to be worshipped from the heart 

and in the heart.  We worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24).  But, we 

also worship when Christ rules in our heart; we love Him above all others.  

In Matthew’s account of these events (Matthew 24:12) he records Jesus 

speaking of “the love (heart) of many will grow cold.”  If Christ is not the 

love of our heart, for that is His rightful place, it is truly abomination that 

causes eternal desolation! 
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26. What information does Jesus add in verse 19 that strongly suggests He 

is talking about something bigger than the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

temple? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Verse 20 makes it very clear that Jesus was looking to an event far into 

the future.  What would be dramatically different in “those days?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Verse 21 begins, “and then…”   When is then? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What is the significance of “false christs” and “false prophets? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What is the goal of the false christs and prophets? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. “But be on guard; I have told you all things (notice all – past, present 

and future) beforehand.”  What is the purpose of this? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Notice how Jesus says, “after that tribulation,” in verse 24.  What does 

that mean?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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33. What happens immediately after “that tribulation”? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34. What is the lesson of the fig tree? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. What is meant by “this generation?”  (vs. 30) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

36. Verse 32 is a very important verse for two reasons.  What is the 

significance of the phrase, “that day?”  What does it reveal about that day? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. In the final verses Jesus says, “Be on guard,” “keep awake,” “stay 

awake” and again, “stay awake.”  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Herod’s Temple 

 

 

It is interesting that in the Middle East certain places have remained holy 

throughout the centuries, even if another religion may have taken possession 

of them. Today the Moslem Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem is the prominent 

building where the Jewish temple once stood. 

 

When Jesus came to Jerusalem, the Temple had just been marvelously 

rebuilt by Herod the Great. The Temple area had been enlarged to a size of 

about thirty-five acres. Around the Temple area were double colonnades. 

 

The Jewish historian Josephus describes the colonnades: 

 

"All the cloisters were double, and the pillars to them belonging were twenty-
five cubits in height, and supported -the cloisters. These pillars were of one 
entire stone each of them, and that stone was white marble; and the roofs 
were adorned with cedar, curiously graven. The natural magnificence, and 
excellent polish, and the harmony of the joints in these cloisters, afforded a 
prospect that was very remarkable; nor was it on the outside adorned with 
any work of the painter or engraver. The cloisters -(of the outmost court) were 
in breadth thirty cubits, while the entire compass of it was by measure six 
furlongs, including the tower of Antonia; those entire courts that were 
exposed to the air were laid with stones of all sorts" (Jewish War 5. 5. 2). 
 
The eastern portico was named after King Solomon and the part to the south, 

which overlooked the Valley of Kidron, was called "Royal." On the east side 

the high corner was possibly the pinnacle of the temple, mentioned in the 

story of the temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:5). 

 

There were eight gates leading into the temple. 

 

There were the two Huldah Gates or "mole" Gates from the south, which 

passed underneath the Royal Porch. 

 

To the east was the Gate of Susa, still visible as the Golden Gate which was 

walled up by the Byzantines. 
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In the western wall was the main gate named the Gate of Coponius after the 

first procurator; it was decorated with the golden eagle as a sign that the 

Temple had been placed under the protection of Rome. 

 

Anyone was allowed to enter the outer area, which was therefore called the 

Court of the Gentiles. The actual Temple was enclosed by a balustrade, and 

at the entrances to it were warning notices, one of them is now in a museum 

in Istanbul. It says that foreigners have freedom of access provided they do 

not go beyond the balustrade which went all around the central edifice and 

which no uncircumcised could cross without incurring the death penalty. 

 

Fourteen steps led through the Beautiful Gate to the Court of the women 

where the poor boxes were, into one of which the poor widow cast her two 

mites (Luke 21:1-4). 

 

Another fifteen steps led up to the famous Gate of Nicanor, to which Mary 

had brought the child at the time of his presentation; this led through the 

Court of the Men to that of the priests, which had in its center the altar for 

the burnt offerings and to the left of it a large basin called the Brazen Sea 

resting upon twelve bulls cast in bronze. 

 

Further steps led up to the actual temple, a comparatively small building. A 

priceless curtain, embroidered with a map of the known world, concealed 

from view what lay beyond, and none except the priest on duty was allowed 

to go farther. 

 

It contained the golden altar at which incense was offered and next to it the 

seven-branched candelabrum and the table with the twelve loaves of 

shewbread, which were replaced by fresh ones every sabbath. Beyond it, 

behind another large curtain, lay the Holy of Holies, which none except the 

high priest was allowed to enter, and he only on the Day of Atonement. A 

stone designated the place where once the Ark of the Covenant had stood. 

 

Jesus came to the Temple at a very young age and in Solomon's Porch the boy 

argued with the rabbis, astonishing them with his questions and with his 

answers. He remained behind when his parents left, and when his worried 

mother at last found him he said to her enigmatically: "'Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father's house?"' (Luke 2:49). 
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It is one of the most original sayings of Jesus, in which he speaks of God for 

the first time as "avi" (My Father) which was an expression reserved for the 

Son of God. 

 

Today the Western Wall, the so-called Wailing Wall, is all that remains of the 

ancient walls of Herod's Temple; one can still see the pilaster and the 

beginning of Robinson’s Arch, which was part of a large viaduct leading to the 

upper city. Excavations in 1967, led by the well-known archaeologist 

Benjamin Mazar, revealed the cornerstone. Adjacent to it on the southern 

side remain traces of the road from which the pilgrims entered the gates. 

 

The following is an article from “The Jewish Encyclopedia” 

In the eighteenth year (20-19 B.C.) of his reign Herod rebuilt the Temple on a 

more magnificent scale. There are many evidences that he shared the passion 

for building by which many powerful men of that time were moved. He had 

adorned many cities and had erected many heathen temples; and it was not 

fitting that the temple of his capital should fall beneath these in 

magnificence. Probably, also, one of his motives was to placate the more pious 

of his subjects, whose sentiments he had often outraged. 

The Jews were loath to have their Temple pulled down, fearing lest it might 

not be rebuilt. To demonstrate his good faith, Herod accumulated the 

materials for the new building before the old one was taken down. The new 

Temple was rebuilt as rapidly as possible, being finished in a year and a half, 

although work was in progress on the out-buildings and courts for eighty 

years. As it was unlawful for any but priests to enter the Temple, Herod 

employed 1,000 of them as masons and carpenters. 

Dimensions. 

The Temple proper as reconstructed by Herod was of the same dimensions as 

that of Solomon, viz.: 60 cubits long, 20 cubits wide, and 40 cubits high. This 

space was divided into the Holy of Holies and the "Hekal." The former 

measured 20 x 20 cubits; the latter, 20 x 40 ("B.J." v. 5, § 5). At the entrance 

to the outer Temple hung a veil embroidered in blue, white (byssus), scarlet, 

and purple; the outer Temple was separated from the Holy of Holies by a 

similar curtain. The outer curtain was folded back on the south side, and the 

inner one on the north side, so that a priest in entering the Holy of Holies 

traversed the outer Temple diagonally. The Holy of Holies was quite empty. 

In the Holy Place stood the altar of incense, near the entrance to the Holy of 

Holies the seven-branched golden  
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Candlestick to the south, and the table of showbread to the north. Above the 

gate of the Temple were golden vines and grape-clusters as large as a man 

("Ant." xv. 11, § 3; "B. J." v. 5, § 4). The Temple building had an upper story 

similar in size to the lower ("B. J." v. 5, § 5). Side-structures, as in Solomon's 

Temple, afforded space for three stories of chambers on the north, south, and 

west sides of the Temple. These chambers were connected by doors; and 

trapdoors afforded communication from those of one story to those of the 

story immediately above or below. The whole breadth of the structure 

including the side-buildings was 70 cubits (Mid. iv. 7). 

East of Herod's Temple there was, as in Solomon's, a porch, 100 cubits wide, 

100 cubits high, and 20 cubits deep, thus extending 15 cubits on either side of 

the Temple ("B. J." v. 5, § 4). Its gateway, which had no gates, was 20 cubits 

broad and 70 cubits high. Over this gateway Herod erected a golden eagle, 

which was afterward pulled down by the Jews ("Ant." xvii. 6, § 2). The front 

of the porch was covered with gold ("B. J." v. 5, § 4); and it was most brilliant 

when the rays of the morning sun fell upon it. 

In front of the Temple, 22 cubits distant from the porch, stood the altar of 

burnt offering, constructed of unhewn stones. Its length and breadth were 

each 50 cubits, and its height 15 cubits ("B. J." v. 5, § 5). To the north of the 

altar twenty-four rings were fixed in the ground, to which the sacrificial 

animals were tied. Nearby were eight pillars supporting cedar beams, on 

which the carcasses of the animals were hung. There were also eight marble 

tables for preparing sacrificial flesh (Mid. iii. 5, v. 2; Tamid iii. 5; Sheḳ. vi. 4). 

On the south was a bronze laver for the priestly ablutions (Mid. iii. 6; Yoma 

iii. 10). 

 

The Temple Courts. 

If sacred tradition compelled Herod to conform closely to the ancient plan of 

the holy house, allowing him to vary little from precedents save in its façade, 

his Grecized taste and his genius for building found ample scope in the 

Temple courts and cloisters. First of all, he greatly enlarged the Temple area. 

Josephus says that before the time of Herod the Temple area was square, 

each side being a stadium ("Ant." xv. 11, § 3—conflicting with the statement 

of Hecatæus, see Jew. Encyc. xii. 97b), and that Herod so enlarged the courts 

that the perimeter was increased to six stadia ("B. J." v. 5, § 2). If the first 

part of this account is true, only the length of the Temple area was enlarged, 

the width remaining the same. It is more probable that Herod enlarged the 

area in both dimensions, though it is possible that it had been enlarged to the 

http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/3964-candlestick
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size of a square stadium by one of the Hasmoneans. The size to which Herod 

increased the area was almost that of the present Ḥaram enclosure. The 

sacred territory has been increased since the time of Herod only on the north. 

 

In order to obtain space for this area on the top of a hill the sides of which 

sloped so steeply, it was necessary to extend artificially the surface of the hill 

itself. This was done, especially to the south, where the massive masonry 

(called by the Arabs "Solomon's Stables") which Herod constructed to support 

a pavement on a level with the surface of the hill farther to the north may 

still be seen. The whole was surrounded by a battlemented wall ("B. J." iv. 9, 

§ 12). The number of gates which this wall contained is somewhat uncertain, 

as Josephus and the Mishnah differ. The former says ("Ant." xv. 11, § 5) that 

there were four gates in the western wall. Probably one of these was at the 

southwest corner and led to the upper city over the bridge where Robinson's 

arch may still be seen. This bridge, broken down by Pompey, was 

reconstructed; indeed, the remains of the arch in the modern wall are 

evidence that it was rebuilt. Probably there was another gate some 600 feet 

farther to the north, where Wilson's arch (comp. Warren and Conder, 

"Jerusalem," pp. 195 et seq.) supported a cause-way across the valley to the 

city. The gates in the south wall may be more easily traced. Josephus says 

("Ant." xv. 11, § 5) that it had gates in the middle; these the Mishnah calls 

"gates of Huldah," and they may still be traced in the substructures of the 

present wall. From them a double tunnel leads by an inclined plane under 

the modern mosque Al-Aḳṣa to the level of the Temple courts. About 250 feet 

farther to the east a triple gate may also be traced. Josephus does not 

mention this; but perhaps it was the second Huldah gate of the Mishnah. 

 

The Cloisters. 

Around the entire interior of this wall were ranged porticoes or cloisters. The 

finest were those on the south. They consisted of four rows of Corinthian 

columns of white marble; and there were 162 columns in all. The ceilings 

were of carved wood ("Ant." xv. 11, § 5; "B. J." v. 5, § 2). The eastern cloister 

was known as "Solomon's Porch" (John x. 23; Acts iii. 11, v. 12); it must 

accordingly have been believed that there were here Solomonic substructures. 

 

The Gates. 

The open space beyond the cloisters was paved with various kinds of stone, 

probably forming a mosaic. This outer court was, strictly speaking, not a part 
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of the Temple. Its soil was not sacred, and it might be entered by any one. 

Some distance within, one came to an interior court which was raised 15 

cubits above the other. Access to it was gained by means of fourteen steps. 

This was the beginning of the sanctuary. It probably coincided with the 

elevated court still to be seen in the central part of the Ḥaram area. This 

raised court was surrounded by a terrace 10 cubits in breadth ("B. J." v. 5, § 

2). A breastwork of stone ran around the whole at the level of the steps. On it 

were placed at frequent intervals inscriptions in Greek and Latin forbidding 

a non-Jew to enter farther on pain of death. One of these has been recovered. 

It reads: "No foreigner may pass within the lattice and wall around the 

sanctuary. Whoever is caught, the guilt for the death which will follow will be 

his own" (comp. "Pal. Explor. Fund, Quarterly Statement," 1871, p. 132; 

Benzinger, "Arch." p. 404; Nowack, "Lehrbuch der Hebräischen Archäologie," 

ii. 77).  This enclosure was penetrated by nine gates. Four of these were on 

the north, four on the south, and one on the east, the western side having 

none. The eastern part of this court was separated from the western, and 

formed the court of the women. Women might pass beyond the court of the 

Gentiles into this court alone. The Temple proper might be entered by men 

only. One of the four gates on the north and one on the south gave entrance 

to the women's hall, as did likewise the sole gate which led on the east from 

the court of the Gentiles. The remaining six of the nine gates led into the 

court of the men. A large gate led from the court of the women into the court 

of the men. The gates had double doors which were covered with silver and 

gold donated by a certain Alexander of Alexandria. The gate on the east was 

especially magnificent, and was covered with Corinthian bronze. The greatest 

of all the gates was, however, the "gate of Nicanor," which led from the court 

of the women into the court of the men. It was the "great gate," its height 

being 50 cubits and its breadth 40 cubits "B. J." v. 5, § 3); fifteen steps led up 

to it from the women's court. Whether this gate or the one directly east of it 

in the eastern wall of the women's court was the gate "Beautiful" of Acts iii. 2 

can not now be determined. Each gate was porch-like in form. 

Along the enclosing wall of the men's court was a series of chambers for 

storing utensils, vestments, and other articles. Within this western court, or 

court of the men, was another raised platform, to which access was gained by 

twelve steps, and on which the Temple, as already described, was situated. 

On the north the fortress which had existed from the time of Nehemiah was 

rebuilt and named "Antonia" in honor of Mark Antony. It was connected with 

the Temple by a secret passage ("Ant." xv. 11, § 7). 
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The construction of all this work occupied, according to John ii. 20, forty-six 

years; in reality, however, it was not completed until the procuratorship of 

Albinus (62-64 C. E.), more than eighty years after its commencement. Less 

than a decade later (70) it was destroyed by fire during the siege of Jerusalem 

by Titus. 
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Illustrations of Herod’s Temple 
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SDG  - Mark Lesson #17 – Herod’s Temple Diagrams – Attachment #2 
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The Great and Terrible Day of The LORD 

 

The disciples of Jesus time had been taught that when the Messiah came, He 

would re-establish the kingdom of David and sit on David’s throne.  They 

believed that Jerusalem would be the capital of the world and that all the 

world would pay tribute to the Jews, who would be the rulers of the world.  

They also believed that the Hebrew faith would be the one religion of all the 

world and that all the world would come to the temple to worship.  However, 

they also believed in the prophecies of The Great and Terrible Day of The 

LORD.  They saw this as the final day or judgment day, when God would 

raise the saints of old, judge the wicked and establish His forever Kingdom in 

Heaven. 

 

So, when Jesus spoke of the destruction of the temple, they equated this with 

judgment day.  To them, the two went hand in hand and were a one-day 

event.  As Christ begins to answer their questions about when this would 

take place and what the signs would be, He answers their questions.  But, as 

He uses His divine power to look into the future, He sees “two peaks” or “two 

events.”  There would come a day, in AD 70, when the temple would be 

destroyed.  There would come another day, Judgment Day, when He would 

return, raise the saints of old and judge the wicked.  So both events are 

described in this one prophecy.  This is again similar to the prophecies of 

Isaiah and Joel. 

 

 

SDG  - Mark Lesson #17 – The Great and Terrible Day of The LORD – 

Attachment #3 
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SDG – Lesson #18 

Mark 14:1-72 
 

 

1. Chapter 14 begins with a time stamp that appears to cover the first 

eleven verses of the chapter.  What day are these verses devoted to? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What were the chief priests and scribes seeking to do?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. According to verse three, where was Jesus?  What was He doing? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Notice the word “appears” in question one?  Why was question #1 

written that way?  (John 12:1-8) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why did Mark go back in time and insert this account (vss. 3-9) here? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Who was the woman who brought the flask of ointment/perfume to 

anoint Jesus?  Why would she do this?  (John 11:38-44) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. What is pure nard? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What was a flask of pure nard worth?  How much is that really? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was the response to the anointing?  Who really complained?  

(John12:4-6)  What was the real reason for complaining? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How did Jesus view the anointing? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Think again about why Mary did this.  Remember, Mary is the one who 

sat at Jesus feet and listened to Him.  What did even the enemies of Jesus 

know?  (Matthew 27:63) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Think back to what Jesus had told His disciples (ex. Mark 10:33-34).  If Jesus 

told His disciples these things, if even Jesus’ enemies knew these things, is it 

not reasonable to assume that the one who listened to Jesus knew these 

things.  How does this impact your answer to question #6? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How are we fulfilling prophecy right now? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. This brings us to verses 10-11.  Why did Judas agree to betray Jesus? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Verse 12 begins with another time stamp.  What day begins with verse 

12? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. According to Rabbinical tradition the Passover meal was to be eaten 

within the walls of Jerusalem.  Following the destruction of Jerusalem in 

A.D. 70 the Jewish people ended their Passover feast with the proclamation, 

“Next year in Jerusalem!”  How did the disciples know where to prepare and 

celebrate the Passover? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. In His last description of His death (10:33-34) Jesus had given His most 

complete description of what exactly would happen.  What did He add to it at 

the Passover meal?  How did the disciples respond to this? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. How did Jesus identify the betrayer?  (John 13:26) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What did Jesus say about Judas?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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19. As we read through Mark’s short account of the Last supper please 

focus on the phrase, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many.”  What does blood have to do with a covenant?  (Exodus 24:5-8)  What 

is a covenant? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why Blood?  (Hebrews 9:22) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why Christ’s blood?  (Hebrews 10:4-7) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why “for many?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What is the meaning of verse 25?  (Matthew 8:11) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. The setting shifts to the Mt. of Olives, where Jesus had foretold of the 

destruction of the Temple.  What did He foretell this time?  Why would this 

happen? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Read Zechariah 13:7-9.  What was the end result of the striking of the 

shepherd? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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23. Consider the words of Peter.  What sin was he falling victim to? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. How great did Peter and the disciples say that their love of Christ was? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. The setting changes for the fifth time in the chapter and for the fourth 

time for Thursday.  Jesus and His disciples went to Gethsemane or the 

Garden of Gethsemane (see Gospel of John).  The word Gethsemane means, 

“oil press.”  This was a fenced garden or orchard of olive trees.  Jesus left 8 

disciples at the entrance to the garden and took Peter, James and John with 

Him into the garden.  He then left them and went on a little farther.  What 

did He tell them about Himself?  What did He tell them to do?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. How did Jesus address God in His prayer?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What was Christ’s petition?  Prayer? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Jesus told His disciples to watch.  What did they do? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. How was the disciples’ spirits willing?  Flesh weak? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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30. A crowd came to arrest Jesus.  What were they carrying?  What do we 

learn from this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. What was the sign Judas had given to the chief priests by which they 

would know who Jesus was?  Why did they need a sign? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Why did Jesus point out that He had been in the temple “day after 

day?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. What did Jesus mean when He said, “let the Scriptures be fulfilled?”  

(Isaiah 543:7) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34. Only Mark records the incident of the young man fleeing.  What might 

this indicate? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. The setting changes yet again as Jesus was taken to the house of the 

High Priest.  Mark gives a very brief description or summary of what 

happened.  What judicial error does he point out in verse 55? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mark records that many bore false witness against Jesus but that He never 

responded.  Why not?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What prompted Jesus to finally speak?  What was His response? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Not only did Jesus respond to the question, He added testimony to prove His 

answer was true. 

Jesus prophesied and said that they would truly know He was the Christ 

when they see His return and His rightful position at the right hand of God. 

 

Based on what Jesus said, they condemned Him for blasphemy or a 

blasphemous testimony (that is, claiming to be God).  However, this is again 

judicially incorrect.  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We can learn much from Mark’s short description.  Jesus gave true testimony 

and He was condemned for it.  What else came from His sharing of the truth? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider this when you share the Truth/God’s Word.  The sinful reaction to 

the truth is condemnation and mockery. 

 

36. The chapter closes with Peter’s denial of Christ and fulfillment of the 

hours old prophecy.  Yet, Peter didn’t just deny Christ.  What else did he do?  

Do you note any irony in this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG Lesson 19 

Mark Chapter 15:1-47 

 

1. What is meant by “the whole Council?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What was the charge the Sanhedrin had arrived at?  (14:64) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why did the Council deliver Jesus over to Pilate? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What charge was given to Pilate by the Whole Council?  (Luke 23:2) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is meant by Jesus’ response, “you have said so?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What else do we learn about the Sanhedrin’s plan in verse four? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why would Jesus make no answer? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Verse six introduces us to a Roman practice of the first century in 

Jerusalem.  What was it?  Why was this done? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Verse seven is connected to the Roman practice introduced in verse six.  

Why is this information presented? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Carefully read verses 8-13.  There is an interesting shift in these verses. 

A)  Who asks Pilate about the Roman practice?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

B) How did Pilate respond?  Why?  (See also Matthew 27:17) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

C) Who first responded to Pilate’s offer?  How? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

D) What shift do you notice? 

__________________________________________________________________, 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Pilate recognized this shift and asked, “Why, what evil has He done?”  

What was the purpose of this question? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. Did the crowd answer Pilate’s question?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What was a Roman scourging?  Why would Pilate have this done?  

(Matthew 27:26; Luke 23:22; John 19:1-5) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What was a battalion? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What was the job of this battalion? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Why was a purple cloak put on Jesus? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. If Simon of Cyrene was coming in from the country, where was Jesus 

going or being taken to?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. What is meant by the word, “compelled?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Why did Mark mention the names of Simon’s sons?  (Romans 16:13) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Where was Cyrene?  What can we learn from this? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What was the purpose of offering the condemned wine mixed with 

myrrh?  Why didn’t Jesus accept it? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Consider your answer to the last question.  How does this relate to hell?  

(Revelation 14:10) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What is the significance of the soldiers casting lots for Jesus’ garments? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What was the third hour? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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25. What was written on the inscription of the charge against Jesus?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What is meant by “wagging their heads?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Both those who passed by and the chief priests with the scribes asked or 

taunted Jesus to do the same thing.  What was it?  Why did they ask this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Ironically, what did chief priests and scribes acknowledge in their 

mocking of Christ? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What occurred from the sixth to the ninth hour? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. “My God, My God, Why have You forsaken me?”  Answer that Christ’s 

question.  (Isaiah 59:2; Habakkuk 1:13a) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. What was Jesus’ loud cry?  (John 19:30)  What does this mean? 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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32. Think back to your answers for questions 30 and 31.  How does this 

relate to the tearing of the temple curtain?  Where was this curtain?  Why 

was it torn from the top down? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

33. What else happened at the time of Jesus’ death?  (Matthew 27:52-53)  

What effect did all of this have on the pagan Centurion? The Council?  

(Matthew 27:62-64) 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34. What is meant by Joseph of Arimathea taking courage? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. What is the significance of the two Marys’ seeing where Jesus was 

buried? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG Lesson 20 

Mark Chapter 16:1-20 

 

1. When the “Sabbath was past;” What day was it then? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. The two Marys’ and Salome went to the tomb.  Why did they wait?  Why 

did they go? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What concern did these women have?  What does this tell us? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. What was the first thing the women found or noticed as they 

approached the tomb? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What did they find as they entered the tomb?  How did they react?  

Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What didn’t they find as they arrived at the tomb?  Why?  (Matthew 

28:11-15) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. We speak of intentional ministry at Zion.  One of the hallmarks of 

intentional ministry is being very clear and precise with the words we use 

when sharing the Gospel.  Consider the opening line of the angel, “You seek 

Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.”  How is this intentional? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Notice the precision of the angel’s next statement, “He is risen; He is 

not here.  See the place where they laid Him.”  What did the angel leave out 

between the two passages?  Why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. The angel’s next words are very similar to Jesus’ in Matthew 28:19-20.  

What action word do these two passages share?  What is the implication of 

this?   

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Why would the angel say, “tell His disciples and Peter?”  Why not just 

say, “Tell His disciples?” 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. “They said nothing to anyone.”   Compare this statement to Matthew 

28:8.  How do we reconcile this? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. What do we learn about Mary Magdalene?  (Luke 8:2) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Which other Gospel(s) includes Jesus meeting two disciples “walking 

into the country?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14.  When else do we hear to “go into all the world?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Where else do we hear about the disciples’ unbelief? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Where else is the ascension recorded? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Your Bible probably has a note that says, “Some of the earliest 

manuscripts do not include 16:9-20.”  We can add to that.  The style  

of the Greek in verses 9-20 is different from the rest of the Gospel.  

It appears that these words were added by some scribe between 

Mark’s writing of the Gospel and later copies.  Why would a scribe 

do this?  Scrolls and early codex’s (bound books) were very fragile 

and did not last too long.  It is hard to believe that Mark would end 

with the women leaving and not include Christ’s appearance to the 

disciples and the restoration of Peter.  Mark seems to be posed to 

share that account.  It is most likely that the copy of Mark upon 

which later copies were based had lost the last part of the scroll or 

pages of the book.  Some scribe, realizing that part was missing, 

probably inserted this section as a summary of the three other 

Gospels.  Others, not willing to add to the Word of God, left it the 

way they had received it. For that reason, we should be careful 

with these verses and not regard them as absolutely inspired and 

inerrant.  However, there are still those things that we can learn 

from this section that are consistent with or fits well with the other 

Gospels.  
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17. Where do we see the disciples doing miraculous signs? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Review your answers to the last questions. Why/What did the scribe use 

when making this ending?   

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Verses 17 and 18 are the verses that pose some trouble.  While Jesus 

did tell His disciples that He gave them power to cast out demons and heal 

every disease and affliction (Matthew 10:1) and St. Paul was bitten by a 

venomous serpent (Acts 28:3-5), fulfill what is said, Jesus Himself said 

something that contradicts how some interpret these verses.  Read Matthew 

4:1-11.  How would Jesus respond to someone who quotes Mark 16:17-18 and 

says, “If you are disciple of Jesus you must prove your faith by picking up a 

poisonous serpent or drinking a cup of poison?” 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. Finally, ending on a high note, read verse 16.  What is required for 

salvation?  By what is one condemned?  Why the discrepancy? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


