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Zion Lutheran Church 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 

 
Mark – Chapter Thirteen 
Warning!  It was with a word of commendation for the poor widow who gave 
all she had that we closed chapter 12.  Chapter 13 begins not with 
commendation, but condemnation followed by a discourse that leads to the 
final condemnation.   As we prepare to work through chapter 13, I ask you to 
treat it with special care.  It is much like going on a hike in the mountains.  
As you embark on your journey you see the peak ahead of you.  In the same 
view, you also see that there is also a peak behind it and another behind that.  
As you draw closer, you find crevasses, creeks, rock falls and a variety of 
animals and plants.  Each peak is distinct, yet each has many similarities to 
the other peaks.  This is often how prophecies work.  They see all the peaks 
and what is around them.  Yet, it is often written as a single prophecy.  Read 
Isaiah 11:1-4 as an example of this.  What is being prophesied in verses one 
and two? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
Verses 3 and 4 are part of the same prophecy.  What is being prophesied?  
______________________________________________________________________ 
What are the two peaks spoken of in these 4 verses? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
Read Isaiah 61:1-2.  What two peaks are described? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
Finally, read the prophecy found in Joel 2:28-31.  What two events are 
prophesied together in these verses? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This is often how prophecy works.  Christ is going to prophecy in this chapter.  
As the all-knowing Son of God, He looks into the future to answer His 
disciples’ questions.  I guess you could say that He sees several peaks.  Let’s 
get started. 
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2. What is the setting for the beginning of this chapter? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What caught the disciples’ attention?  What do you know about this?  
(See the diagrams and articles at the end of this lesson) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
  
4. How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ words?  (Note:  Consider this 
the first peak in Christ’s vision of the future) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. What happened after these words of Jesus?  How is this connected to 
the words He had spoken? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Peter, James, John and Andrew came to Jesus privately.  What do we 
know about these disciples? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. The question of these four disciples is critical!  Remember, the Hebrew 
people were taught that the Messiah would come and reestablish the 
kingdom of David.  They believed that Israel would be the sole world power 
and that all the world would pay taxes to Jerusalem and the Temple would 
serve as the one true place of worship for all the world.  (Note:  This 
viewpoint is still taught among the Orthodox Jews and those who believe in 
pre or post millennialism).  What else did the Scriptures teach that the 
disciples would have believed in?  (Joel 2:31; Malachi 4:5) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Challenge Question!  Super Critical Answers!!  These four disciples asked 
Jesus a question, what was it?  Why did they ask it?  (The second question 
could be rephrased, “How did their beliefs influence their question?) 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is your answer correct?  If so, you see the second peak!   
 
8. What is Jesus’ first response to the disciples’ questions?  Why would 
He do this? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. How can someone “come in My name” and say, “I am he?” 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. What is the significance of the birth pains analogy?  What events are 
called birth pains? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
11. “But, be on your guard.”  This is Jesus’ second warning and it comes 
immediately after the birth pains analogy.  Why would He do this? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Historical Note:  When Jesus spoke these words, the Roman Empire had been 
enjoying a long era of peace.  It would continue for another three and a half 
decades.  But then political turmoil would upset the entire empire.  Rome 
would even see four different emperors in one year:  Galba, Otho, Vitellus, 
and Vespasian. This took place in the form of violent revolts and 
insurrections.  It was the son of Vespasian, Titus, who destroyed the Temple 
and Jerusalem in A.D 70.  It is also true that the years A.D. 60-80 were filled 
with famine, pestilence (illness), fires, hurricanes and earthquakes.  In the 
summer of A.D. 79 Pompeii was destroyed with the eruption of Vesuvius.  No 
wonder Jesus said to His disciples be on your guard.  These events would 
certainly seem like a fulfillment of His prophecy.  And they were!  They did 
lead up to the first peak or the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  But 
it wasn’t the end – the second peak – Judgment Day. 
 
12. What is meant by the terms: “council” and “synagogues?” 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. Read 2nd Corinthians 11:24.  How does this verse relate to the first half 
of verse nine? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
14. What is meant by governors and kings? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
15. Read Acts 23:12-25:27.   How do these verses relate to the second half 
of verse nine? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. Why would these things happen?  How far was it to go? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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17. What do we learn from Jesus’ words, “for my sake?” 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
18. What anxiety of the disciples does Jesus address in verse 11?  Verse13?  
How?  What is the significance of the order that is presented? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
19. Read Acts 7:54-60.  How does those verses relate to Jesus’ address of 
the disciples’ anxiety? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
20. Why would family deliver family over to trial or even death?  (Matthew 
10:34-39) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
21. Many people will say “The Prayer of Jabez” is asking God to prosper 
them.  Coming out of this is a new doctrine called the “prosperity gospel.”  It 
simply says, “God wants to prosper you.”  Those critical of this doctrine claim 
this demotes God to being nothing more than a “cosmic butler.”  Verse 13 
contains two definite promises for the follower of Christ.  What are they? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
22. What is meant by the phrase, “for My name’s sake”? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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23. Verses 8-13 obviously applied to the disciples (the first peak) but also 
apply to anyone who holds to the name of Christ in times of persecution or 
tribulation/the great tribulation (second peak).  Verses 14-23 continue this 
dualistic theme of prophecy.  Jesus has already said, “See that no one leads 
you astray.”  Mark adds the admonition, “Let the reader understand” in verse 
14.  What Jesus says is challenging to understand.  He begins by speaking of 
“the abomination of desolation.  What is the abomination?  (Daniel 9:27; 
11:31; 12:11) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

Interpretive Note:  When Jesus speaks of the abomination of desolation 
Mark rightly adds, “Let the reader understand.”  We have talked about 
prophecy seeing multiple peaks/events in the future.  When Jesus speaks 
these word’s; He adds a whole new aspect, the past! 
Daniel spoke of such an abomination over 400 years before the time of 
Christ.  Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled by Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 
B.C.)  When he erected a pagan altar over the altar of burnt – offering in 
the Jerusalem Temple.  Desolation quickly followed!  So, when Jesus spoke 
these words, “When you see…” there were certainly some who thought, “it’s 
already happened!”  Mark says, “Let the reader understand… (this is going 
to happen again!).  And it did!  When Rome conquered Jerusalem the 
Roman armies entered the temple with their banners bearing the image of 
the emperor who claimed to be a god.  The emperor was worshipped, the 
temple destroyed, and all Jerusalem made desolate.  So, that’s the end of 
it, right?  God now lives in our heart and is to be worshipped from the heart 
and in the heart.  We worship in Spirit and in Truth (John 4:24).  But we 
also worship when Christ rules in our heart; we love Him above all others.  
In Matthew’s account of these events (Matthew 24:12) he records Jesus 
speaking of “the love (heart) of many will grow cold.”  If Christ is not the 
love of our heart, for that is His rightful place, it is truly abomination that 
causes eternal desolation! 
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24. What was to be done in Judea (Jerusalem) when the abomination 
appeared?  Why? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
25. Verse 19 serves as a transition from the warning to Judea to the 
people in “those days.”  What characteristic is given to “those days?” 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
26. What information does Jesus add in verse 19 that strongly suggests He 
is talking about something bigger than the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
temple? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
27. Verse 20 makes it very clear that Jesus was looking to an event far 
into the future.  What would be dramatically different in “those days?” 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
28. Verse 21 begins, “and then…”   When is then? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
29. What is the significance of “false Christs” and “false prophets? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
30. What is the goal of the false Christs and prophets? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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31. “But be on guard; I have told you all things (notice all – past, present 
and future) beforehand.”  What is the purpose of this? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
32. Notice how Jesus says, “after that tribulation,” in verse 24.  What does 
that mean?  
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
33. What happens immediately after “that tribulation”? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
34. What is the lesson of the fig tree? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
35. What is meant by “this generation?”  (vs. 30) 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
36. Verse 32 is a very important verse for two reasons.  What is the 
significance of the phrase, “that day?”  What does it reveal about that day? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
37. In the final verses Jesus says, “Be on guard,” “keep awake,” “stay 
awake” and again, “stay awake.”  Why? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
   
 


