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SDG –A Walk Through the Bible 

  Zion Lutheran Church  

 
Spring Calendar 2022 

 

The week of March 27       Lesson #19 

The week of April 3         Lesson #20  

The week of April 10        Lesson #21  

The week of April 17        Easter 

The week of April 24         Lesson #22 

The week of May 1          Lesson #23 

The week of May 8          Lesson #24 

The week of May 15          Lesson #25 

The week of May 22         Lesson #26 

 

Class Times: 

• Sunday Evening @ 6:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room  

• Sunday Evening @ 6:30 p.m. via Zoom 

o Meeting #834 4494 1376 

o Password: 037769  

• If someone would like to host a midweek Bible Study, 

please contact Pastor Matt – pastormatt@zlclodi.org 
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Joshua 6 

Lesson #18 ended with the circumcised Israelites in the Promised Land, 

at the gates of Jericho, with the angel of the Lord speaking to Joshua. 

 

1.  How had the people of Jericho reacted to the arrival of the 

Israelites? Why?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.   What did the LORD reveal to Joshua?  What were His 

instructions for preparing for battle?  How was this battle plan 

received?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  What additional instructions were given concerning the actual 

taking of the City of Jericho?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  What was Joshua’s final action in the conquest of Jericho? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Who was Achan? What did he do? What was the result? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  How did Joshua, the elders and the people respond to this?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  What was the LORD’s response? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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8.  What was the LORD’s response? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What is the meaning of “Valley of Achor?” 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. After consecrating the people and taking care of the sin of Achan, 

what did Joshua and the Israelites turn their focus to? The result?  How 

was this different than Jericho?  (8:1-20) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Why did Joshua build an altar on Mount Ebal? What did this altar 

look like? (Deut. 27:1-8)   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What was done once the altar was built?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Half of the people in front of Mount Gerazim; Half in front of 

Mount Ebal; Blessings; The curses. Who was where and what was going 

on?  (Josh. 8:33-34; Deut. 27:9-26) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Who was cursed? (Deut. 27:15-26) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

15.  How did the tribes on Mount Ebal respond to these curses?  Why? 

(Deut. 27:15-26) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. How were the blessings summarized? (Deut. 28:1) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. How were the curses summarized?  (Deut. 28:45-47) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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18. How did the following kings react to the events of Jericho, Ai and 

the renewal of the covenant? 

A. Hittite? ______________________________________________________ 

B. Amorite? ____________________________________________________ 

C. Canaanite? __________________________________________________ 

D. Perizzite? ___________________________________________________ 

E. Hivite? ______________________________________________________ 

F. Jebusite? ____________________________________________________ 

G. Gibeon? ___________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

19. At this point, the Children of Israel have defeated Jericho and Ai. 

They seem to have been allowed by the people of Shechem to renew 

their covenant with God without opposition from them. This could be a 

result of Abraham having lived in that area. They also had been 

deceived by the people of Gibeon into making a covenant with them. 

The result is that the Israelites had a foothold in the area and were a 

definite threat to the other inhabitants of the land, especially those in 

the south. Chapter ten reveals this tension, the actions taken by the 

inhabitants and God’s response.  

 

How did the kings of the region react to Gibeon’s Covenant with the 

Children of Israel? What was Gibeon’s response? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was God’s response to all of this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Joshua 13-24 

Last week we saw the Israelites conquer Jericho, Ai and the five kings 

of the Amorites. We also witnessed the Gibeonite deception. With these 

victories they were well on their way to securing what would later be 

called the Southern Kingdom. But all of the land to the north still 

remained under Canaanite control. We also saw the renewing of the 

covenant in last week’s lesson. A covenant is a two-way or two-party 

agreement or contract. In short, this covenant said that God, party one 

of the covenant, would be the God of the Israelites and deliver the 

Promised Land to His people. Party two, the Israelites, would be His 

people and follow His direction and worship only Him. Keep these 

victories and the covenant in mind as we complete our journey through 

Joshua.  

 

1.  To set the stage or put things in context, read Deut. 7:1-5.  What 

were the Israelites commanded to do?  Why?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

2.  Setting the stage or putting things in context Part II!  What 

promise did God make in Josh. 13:6? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Setting the stage or putting things into context Part III!  What did 

the Lord expect the Israelites to do as a result of this promise? (13:7)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  If God was delivering the land to the Israelites, why did He call it 

an inheritance? Why was it being divided up among only nine and a 

half tribes? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 5.  Why was Manasseh called a half tribe? (Gen. 48) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  Keeping the first three questions in mind, what glaring sin of 

omission did the two and a half tribes of the east of the Jordan commit? 

(Josh 13:13) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 14 

 

7.  How was the land west of the Jordan to be assigned to the 

remaining tribes?  What does this mean? Why would God command 

them to do it this way?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

8.  Which tribe would not receive any Land?  Why?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

9.  What had to be done before the tribes received their inheritance? 

Why? What was the result of this? (14:15; 15:13-19)   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 15 
 

10. Keeping your last question in mind, why was the tribe of Judah 

given land prior to the casing of lots? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapters 16 & 17 

 

11. There was a little more unfinished business that needed to be 

taken care of before the casting of lots for the inheritance of the land. 

What needed to be done? Why? What was the result? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Think back to the first three questions of this lesson and analyze 

the actions of the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim in these two 

chapters. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapters 18-19 

 

13. What was the last thing that needed to be done before the lots 

were cast? (18:1-6) How was this accomplished?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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14. Finally, the lots were cast! Who did the casting? In what order did 

lots fall?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 20 

 

15. What was a city of refuge? How many were there? Who governed 

them? Where were they? What was their purpose? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 21 

 

16. Where would the Levites live? (Numbers 35:1-8)    

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What was the summary of these chapters and the first three 

questions?  (21:43-45) What is missing in this summary?  Why?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 22 

 

18. What directions did Joshua give to the two and a half tribes that 

settled to the east of the Jordan?   Joshua told the eastern tribes to: 

A. 22:4- ________________________________________________________ 

B. 22:5- ________________________________________________________ 

a. ________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________ 

d. ________________________________________________________ 

  

19. What did the eastern tribes do that offended the western tribes? 

What didn’t they do? Why had they done this and not done that?  What 

was the result of this? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 23-24 

 

20. Before his death at the age of 110 (24:29) Joshua gave some 

parting words of advice to all Israel. Summarize his advice. 

23:15-16    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

24:14-15 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. How did the people respond to this? (24:16-18) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



12 
 

22. What was Joshua’s response to them? Why? What can we learn 

from this?  (24:22; Matthew 10:14) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Judges Chapters 17-21:1-2:16 

The book of Judges is an interesting book because it begins following 

the death of Joshua. Yet, chapters 17 & 18 were clearly written to 

describe events and a mindset that was growing prior to Joshua’s death 

and prior to the casting of lots to distribute the land to the different 

tribes. Therefore, we will begin our study with chapter 17. 

1.  What had Micah done? What did he do about it?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

    

2.  What had Micah’s mother done? What did she do about it? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  What follows the first two verses of this chapter is rather odd and 

downright sinful! Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  How could the man of verse seven be of the house of Judah and of 

the House of Levi? Who was a sojourner? How does this play into this 

account? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Why would this man want to sojourn in the land of Judah or in 

the city of Bethlehem? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  What did Micah and this Levite do?  Why?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  Chapter 18 reveals the true heart of this Levite Priest. What was 

it?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Chapter 19 poses a challenge in trying to date it. We know that it 

was written after the casting of lots for the land. Some scholars believe 

it should be dated very early since it follows chapters 17 & 18. Others 

say it should be dated very late as the closing to chapters 1-16. Finally, 

others believe that it is a dual epilogue or closing to the book that 

focuses on the spiritual corruption that took place. No one really knows. 

What we do know is that whoever wrote the final chapters of Judges 

was well versed in the early scriptures and customs of the Hebrews. 

Why would we say this? Read chapter #19 with a special focus on verses 
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14-15 and 22-24. What Hebrew custom was ignored and what account 

in scripture is written in a very similar way? Why would the author do 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  The reactions to this troubling account are also rather 

extraordinary. What was the initial reaction of: 

The Levite? (19:29) ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________  

 

The people of Israel? (19:30-20:3) __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Consider the Levites’ response to the questions, “Tell us, how did this 

happen?” What did he leave out? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the people of Israel respond to the Levites account? (20:13)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did the Benjaminite’s respond to this?  (20:14-15)   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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The final resort? (20:35, 45-48)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. It is said that the Bible presents God’s people, “warts and all.”  

This certainly applies to the inglorious events recorded in chapters 19-

20. Chapter 21 doesn’t get any better! We see the Israelites grieving 

their actions, decimating the Benjaminite’s, but also grieving another 

action.  What was this action? Why would they grieve it? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Carefully read through the Israelites response to their grief. Who 

was forced to suffer as a result of this? What can we learn from all of 

this? Do we see such actions today? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.  Chapter 17 began with sinful behavior and the statement, “In 

those days there was no king in Israel.  Everyone did what was right in 

his own eyes.” Chapter 21 ends with the same statement. Why?      

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



17 
 

13. Now its time to go to the beginning of this book which is written in 

semi-chronological order from chapter 1 through 16. The first two 

chapters serve as a prologue to the following chapters. It begins with 

the phrase “after the death of Joshua” and ends with “and Joshua the 

son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years”… 

(2:8-10).  This prologue is then followed by the LORD raising up Judges. 

Why did the LORD raise up Judges?  That is what the prologue is all 

about. Let’s take a look at the critical verses in this section.  What is 

good and what is bad in the first verse of chapter one? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the result of this action?  (1:2 & 8) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What wasn’t right in this situation? (1:2 & 3) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

From this point on, we start to see a progression in what wasn’t right. 

What wasn’t right in 1:21? Why wasn’t this right? (Dt. 7:1-2; 20:16-18) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The progression of wrongness continues in 1:27-36. What wrong action 

became common place? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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All of this led the LORD to act. What did the LORD do and what did He 

say? 2:1-3) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was the people’s initial response? What crucial thing was missing 

in this response? (2:4-5) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What was their ultimate response? (2:11-13) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

And finally, what was the LORD’s response? (2:16) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Judges 2:17 through 16 

 

Last week’s lesson ended with the LORD raising up judges, “who saved 

them out of the hand of those who plundered them.” We could say that 

this is the theme of Judges and we will use it as our guide for the study 

of Judges. We will focus on different judges and how they delivered the 

people from those who plundered or planned to plunder them. However, 

this theme verse is also followed by a short overview of the spiritual 

condition of Israel and this is where we will start this study. 

 

Judges 2:17-23 

1.  How did the Israelites react to the Judges who God had raised up?  

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  What is the meaning of the phrase, “they whored after other 

gods?”  What is the implication of this phrase?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  What progression of affairs or conduct is described for each judge 

God had sent? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  What was the result of this progression? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 3 

5.  Who was the first judge?  Who did he deliver Israel from? How 

long were the people protected under this judge?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.  Who was the second judge?  Who did he deliver Israel from? How 

did he do this? How long was there peace with this judge?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

7.  Who was the third judge?  Who did he save Israel from? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chapter 4 & 5 

8.  Chapter 4 introduces us to a unique group of characters. Who 

were the following individuals? What was their part in the account of 

the judges? How long was there peace? 

Jabin- 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Sisera- 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Barak- 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Deborah- 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

Jael- 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapters 6 - 8 

9.  The first six verses of this section describe one of the low points of 

Israel, following the death of Deborah. How bad did things get? Who 

was their oppressor? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. How did the Israelites ultimately respond to this? (6:6b) 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. What was the result of their response? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

These introductory verses lay out a very common progression that we 

will see over and over throughout scripture and throughout the history 

of the world. First, there is Apostasy, which is the exact opposite of 

conversion; the complete deconversion or turning away from God. 

Second, is subservience or becoming the servants/slaves of those who 

conquered them/their faith. Third, the people hit rock bottom and call 

out to the LORD, we call this supplication. Finally, the LORD saves 

them. Watch for this progression; Apostasy-Subservience-Supplication-

Salvation as we continue our “walk through the Bible. 

 

12. The “angel of the LORD” (either an angel or the LORD Himself in 

physical form) came to Gideon. Who was Gideon? How did the LORD 

see Him? Why did God see him in this way? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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13. Gideon said, “the LORD has forsaken us.” How did the LORD 

show that He had not forsaken Israel and that He was the One who did 

the “wonderful deeds” that Gideon spoke of? What was the result of 

this?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What was the first task the LORD had for Gideon?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What happened as a result of Gideon following the LORD’s 

command? How did his father play into this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. Since it was the time of the harvest, the Midianites, Amalekites 

and others came to take the spoils of the land.  God had already told 

Gideon, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of 

Midian.”  How did Gideon make sure that God really wanted him to 

fight the Midianites?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
  

17. How did God dramatically show Gideon that He was going to 

deliver the Midianites by His power and not that of Gideon or his army?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What was the battle plan?  How did Gideon make sure that God 

got the glory?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What comes after salvation? Apostasy! How was this seen during 

Gideons lifetime?     

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapters 9-12 follow the 4-step progression we have already seen 

through a series of judges with some great acts of faith and some 

equally disastrous events. Which brings us to the last well-known judge, 

Sampson. 

 

20. Chapter 13 focuses on the announcement of Samson’s upcoming 

birth to a couple that had no children. The message stresses that this 

child is from God and as such, is to be a Nazirite from the point of 

conception onward. How was this to be done?  Who or what was a 

Nazirite?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Chapters 14 & 15 deal with Samson’s strength, cunning, temper 

and poor choices. Give an example of each.   

Answers will vary. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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22. This prepares us for chapter 16 which brings all these 

Characteristics together into a single account.  Who was Delilah?  

What makes her significant in this account? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did the Philistines hate Samson?  How great was this hatred? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why did Samson lose his strength?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened as a result of Samson losing his strength?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How did Samson get his strength back?    

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Ruth 

The book of Ruth is a natural follow-up to Judges since the events 

recorded took place during the time when the Judges ruled. Read all of 

the book of Ruth before answering any of the questions. Some questions 

are pretty comprehensive! 

 

1.  Who was Elimelech? Bonus Question! What does the name 

Elimelech mean? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Where did Elimelech go to “sojourn?” What does it mean to 

sojourn? Why did he feel he needed to leave? Why go to this place? (The 

last question is a challenge question! Consider Deuteronomy 7:1-3 and 

Genesis 19:36-38) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  How long was Elimelech’s family in Moab? What happened to 

them during that time?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  Question #3 focused on some tragic events. Who was Elimelech’s 

wife?  How did she respond to these tragedies? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  What did Naomi tell her daughters-in-law to do? Why? What did 

they do? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  What was Ruth willing to do in order to stay with Naomi?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.   Chapter two introduces us to a unique word/concept; glean. “Glean 

or “to pick up; gather together” is used 12 times in this chapter. In the 

Old Testament, people are recorded as gleaning a variety of items. 

What was gleaned? 

A. Genesis 31:46   ______________ 

B. Genesis 47:14   ______________  

C. Exodus 16:4,5,26 ______________ 

D. Judges 11:3   ______________ 

E. Isaiah 27:12   ___________________________________________ 

F. Leviticus 19:9,10; 23:22  ______________________________________ 

The Hebrew word, “laqat” or “glean” is used 34 times in the Old 

Testament, 12 of them in Ruth 2. Which type of gleaning was she doing? 

What did it entail? How did it relate to Naomi’s decision to return? 

What might we learn from this? (2 Thessalonians 3:10) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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8.  Who was Boaz?  How is he described? How would this description 

explain his position in life? Be ready to back up your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  We probably had quite a discussion with the last question because 

it was quite diverse. If you answer isn’t, you might want to go back and 

think a little more about what is said and what we can learn about Boaz 

in this book because it has a great impact on some of the following 

questions and on much more.   

What do we learn about Ruth in the following verses? 

2:2  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2:7 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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2:10 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2:13 

__________________________________________________________________ 

2:14 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2:23 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:5 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:7 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:14 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What do we learn about Naomi in: 

2:20 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:1 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:4 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3:18 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What were the roles of the “Redeemer?” 

Leviticus 25:24-30 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Leviticus 25:47-53 

__________________________________________________________________ 

There were other roles of a redeemer that related to avenging a murder, 

seeking restitution, and assisting a relative in legal issues.  But these 

roles have no bearing on this account. 

 

 12. What unlisted part, the “Spirit of the Law,” of the role of the 

redeemer did Boaz use when speaking to the primary redeemer of 

Naomi? (4:5-10) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. We have spent the majority of this lesson in a character study of 

Naomi, Ruth (A Moabite/foreigner) and Boaz. Those characters all come 

together in the process of redemption. All of this is related to God’s 

gleaning. How? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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1 Samuel 1-7 

 

As we continue our walk through the Bible, we come to six historical 

books that overlap each other chronologically. So, get ready to move 

back and forth between the two books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. 

We will begin this study in the book of 1 Samuel. Chronologically 

speaking, it begins at the end of the era of judges in Israel. 1 Samuel 

lays out the groundwork for the transition from judges to the time of the 

kings and the monarchy. 

 

Chapters 1-4 (please read all four chapters first) 

1.  Who was Elkanah? (see also 1 Chronicles 6:33-34) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  Who were Hannah and Peninnah?  What was their relationship 

like? Why? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Who were Eli, Hophni and Phinehas? (See also 4:18)    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 4.  Hannah had a problem.  What was her answer to that problem?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What was the result of the action that Hannah took to answer her 

problem? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  What did Hannah name her son?  Why?  What did she do with 

him?  What is meant by this?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  How does the Bible describe Eli’s sons?  Why? (2:12-17 & 22) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  Immediately following the description of Eli’s sons, we are given a 

contrast with Samuel. How did he differ from them?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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9.  What was Eli’s response when he heard about his sons’ actions? 

What was meant by this?  Their response? His? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How did the LORD react to the actions/inactions of the house of 

Eli? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Chapter 3 is another example of a contrast where we see a big 

difference between Eli and his sons service as priests and the ministry 

of Samuel. What do we learn about Samuel in this chapter?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Chapter 3 offers another contrast in its first and last verse. What 

is it?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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13. Chapter 4 serves as a transition for Israel under the direction of 

Eli to Samuel. Keep in mind the answer to the last question as we 

quickly move through this chapter and the next. Who did the Israelites 

prepare to do battle with? Where did the battle take place? (See map at 

the end of this lesson for context) The result? (4:1-9)   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What happened? (4:10-22) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Now for the context. Under Eli, visits or visions from God were 

rare. Under Samuel, God was again moving. How was this made very 

evident in Chapter 5?     

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Chapter 6 is very interesting. We just saw how the Philistines 

were affected by their capture and lack of respect for the Ark of the 

Covenant. According to chapter 6, this went on for seven months. After 

seven months they put it all together and realized that the Ark was at 

the center of their ailments and problems. This is where it gets 

interesting.  Who did they go to for advice?  Why?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What advice was given? Now, the challenge!  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

What happened when the advice was followed?  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Philistines learned a lesson the hard way; don’t disobey or show a 

lack of respect for the LORD. The LORD used a physical object, the Ark, 

to show that He is present in this physical world and should be honored. 

How did the LORD use that same Ark to teach the same lesson to the 

Israelites?  How might this apply today? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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1 Samuel 8-10 

With this lesson we enter a new chapter or phase in the history of God’s 

people, Israel.  We’ve seen the Patriarchal phase of Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob. We followed with the 400 years of exile in Egypt and the 

deliverance under the leadership of Moses.  That phase was followed by 

the conquest of the Promised Land and the rule of the judges. Today’s 

lesson marks a rather sudden change from life under a judge to life 

under a king. 

Chapter 8 

 

1.  We have seen that Samuel was a very effective and spirit-filled 

judge. However, there arose a problem when he “became old.”  What 

was this problem? Why did it arise? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  What action was taken by the people as the result of this problem? 

Was this action righteous or not? Why?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  What was Samuel’s initial reaction to the action of the people? 

Why?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  What was God’s three-fold response to this situation?    

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.   What did Samuel say life under a king would be like?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  What did Samuel say would happen as a result of being under a 

king? Why?  Can we learn anything from this? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.  How did the people respond to Samuel’s message? Why?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 9: 

The groundwork for Israel becoming a Monarchy has been set. Literally, 

the rest of the Old Testament is a recounting of Samuel’s warning in 

8:10-18. But it is much more than an historical account.  It is also a 

guidebook for all the generations, peoples, nations and empires to learn 

from.  As we continue our journey through the Bible, keep Samuel’s 

warning in mind!  It also might not hurt to keep that warning in mind 

as you watch the news, read the paper or even attend a congregational 

meeting. 

 

8.  A. What do we learn about Saul in 9:1-14?  B. What do we learn 

about Prophets?  C. What do we learn about the people?  D.What do 

we learn about Samuel? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Again, the dialog and events chronicles in 9:15-27 are profound in 

many ways. Keep in mind the character of the people, events and how 

that impacts their beliefs, words and actions. Then keep those things in 

mind as we continue through the rest of our entire study or walk 

through the Bible. This is the beginning of some chilling lessons that we 

would do well to learn, remember and act on! What had the LORD 

revealed to Samuel? Why?  
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is meant by the phrase, “he it is who shall restrain My 

people?”  What can we learn from this?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What did Samuel reveal to Saul when Saul asked him where the 

seer was? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What was Saul’s reaction to these revelations? Why?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

13.  Why did Samuel give the “leg” to Saul at the dinner? Why had 

Samuel given this “portion” to the cook?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 10 

 

14. What is the significance of Samuel anointing Saul with oil? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Verses 1-7 contain a typical Biblical use of numbers to make a 

powerful spiritual point. Throughout scripture three is used as the 

number of God. The anointing of Saul by Samuel was probably 

confusing to Saul. So, Samuel gave him three (Godly) signs that it really 

was God who was anointing or sanctifying, setting him apart, for His 

service as king. What were these signs? What made them Godly? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Verses 17-27 bring Samuel’s prophesies and warnings to a partial 

completion. He called the people together at Mizpah. Challenge 

Question! Why Mizpah?  What is the message? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

How was Saul chosen as king? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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What was the people’s response to the selection of Saul as their king? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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1 Samuel 11-14 

 

Chapter 11 
 

1.  Our last lesson ended with some “worthless fellows” saying “How 

can this man save us?” What changed their mind? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  How was Saul made king or officially coronated? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 12 

Samuel’s Farewell Address -or- Is It? 

 

3.  Samuel had just coronated Saul and the people rejoiced greatly. 

But he wasn’t done, he addressed the people in a powerfully organized 

manner. He begins by making a contrast. Who is he contrasting himself 

with? What is/are the contrasts?  Remember, a contrast is the opposite 

of a comparison. A comparison shows similarities. A contrast shows 

differences. (12:2; 8:10-18) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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4.  Who did Samuel call as a witness to the claims of this contrast?    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.  Since the LORD was involved in the king’s coronation and in 

Samuel’s address to the people, it was only natural or appropriate to 

remind the people of their relationship with God and He with them. 

How did Samuel describe the LORD”s relationship with the people? 

What events did he present as evidence for this relationship? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.  What was/were the hallmarks of the people’s relationship with the 

LORD?  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

7.  Samuel followed his relationship address with a quick admonition 

for the people. What advice did he give them? What made it powerful 

advice? How did the people react to this advice? (12:6-19)    

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 



43 
 

8.  How did Samuel react to the words of the people? (12:20ff)   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapters 13-14 

9.  Chapter 13 begins in a unique way. The oldest tests or 

manuscripts we have are missing the numbers for Saul’s age and how 

long he reigned. There are several explanations to try and explain this 

omission. However, the simplest explanation is probably the best and 

one that we can take to heart. Since the written scriptures were copied 

by hand, the job of the scribes, and were on animal skin or early forms 

of parchment, they didn’t last long. At some point, the numbers 

probably couldn’t be read, and the scribe wrote what he could read lest 

he add to scripture.  This simple explanation should encourage us as to 

the accuracy of scripture and how seriously the scribes took their 

responsibility to retain that accuracy.  How long did Saul reign? (Acts 

13:21)      

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. These two chapters deal with the struggles Israel faced during the 

reign of King Saul. They also show the beginning of Saul’s failure as a 

king and servant of the LORD. What struggle is presented in these 

chapters? (13:6ff)  

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What was Saul’s first mistake? What was the result of this?  (13:8-

15) 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Philistia was not a big country. Why were they such a threat to 

the Israelites? Does this sound familiar?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What do we learn about Saul’s son Jonathan in 13:2 and 14:1-15?   

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What do we learn about the LORD in the same verses? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What do we learn about Saul in the verses that follow? (14:16-46)  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What do we learn about the people in those same verses?   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

17. How were verses 14:47-52 a beginning of the fulfillment of 

prophecy?  (8:10-18)   Does this sound familiar? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 


