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Lesson #10 

Chapter 9 

1. With chapter 9, Luke is preparing us for a major shift in his account.  In 

keeping with the outline presented in Acts 1:8, Luke has recorded the witness 

of the disciples in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.  Chapter 9 introduces us to 

one of the instruments of His Word that would be a witness to the ends of the 

earth or the Gentile world.  What do we know about this individual who was 

called Saul?   

Acts 22:3 –  ____________________________________________________________ 

Acts 22:8 –  ____________________________________________________________ 

Acts 23:6 – ____________________________________________________________  

 

2. In verse 1:2 we are also introduced to two names that were used for 

Christians at the time.  What were they? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:   tes hodou / The Way 

The early Christians were described as “belonging to The Way.”  This is truly a 

powerful term.  First of all, it echoes with Jesus’ words of John 14:6, “I AM the 

Way.”  Secondly it is written as a definitive article; it is the only Way.  Thirdly it 

is written in the feminine form, which reminds us that the Church is the Bride 

of Christ.  The Greek word hodou can be interpreted as way or road.  It denotes 

a natural path, road or way.  So, The Way is both a description of the life of a 

follower of Christ; it is the natural path demonstrated for us by Christ.  It is also 

the natural pathway to life everlasting since only Christ has shown power over 

death. 

 

3. What was Saul doing?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Where/what was Damascus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Historical Note:   Judaism, Christianity and Rome 

Under Rome, the Jewish faith was allowed to exist as long as it did not challenge 

Rome’s authority.  Rome permitted the Jewish Sanhedrin to control Jewish 

affairs.  Since Christianity had its beginnings in the Jewish faith and prophecies, 

Rome considered it to be under the authority of the High Priest and Sanhedrin.  

The letters from the High Priest were official. 

 

5. A light from heaven flashed around Saul.  What do we know about this 

light? 

Acts 26:13 – ______________________________________________________________ 

Acts 26:14 – ______________________________________________________________ 

John 8:12 – ______________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What did the voice from heaven say?  What are the significant implications 

of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How did Saul respond to the voice from heaven?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:   Kyrie / Lord 

The Greek word Kyrie is a derivative of the Greek word kuros, which means 

supremacy and refers to someone in supreme authority.  It could be used to 

address anyone who had supreme power over another person, group, nation or 

empire.  In Saul’s case, he was acknowledging that the source of the light had 

supreme power over him, not the high priest. 

 

8. What was the answer to Saul’s question? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. What instructions were given to Saul? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

10. What else do we learn about the Light and Saul’s experience from 1st Cor. 

9:1; 15:8 and Galatians 1:16? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

11. What effect(s) did this encounter have on Saul?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

12. Who was Ananias?  How did he respond to the Lord’s words in his vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

13. Who else responded this way?  How are they all similar? 

Genesis 22:1 – ______________________________________ 

Genesis 46:2 – ______________________________________ 

1 Samuel 3:4&8 – ___________________________________ 

Isaiah 6:8 – _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14. According to the Lord, what was Saul doing?  What was Ananias to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

15. How did Ananias respond to the Lord’s instruction?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. What did the Lord reveal to Ananias concerning Saul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. In what two ways did Ananias show God’s love to Saul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Why was Ananias meeting with Saul?  (Try to find 3 reasons) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What happened as a result of Ananias laying his hands on Saul?  (Try to 

find 3 results) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What was Saul’s message to the Synagogues in Damascus? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Why did Saul’s message confound the Jews at the synagogue? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Apology/Defense Note:  Proving That Jesus is Christ 

How can someone prove that Jesus is “The Christ?”  The answer is beautifully 

simple and a gift from God Himself.  Throughout the Old Testament the prophets, 

psalmists and even God the Father revealed certain characteristics or events that 

would be evident in The Christ.  If someone fit all of the prophecies, then He must 

be The Christ!  At the end of this lesson you will find a partial list of these 

prophecies.  Like Saul, we should commit them to memory and then share them 

to help others to see their Savior.  
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22. “When many days had passed.”  How many days was this?  (Gal. 1:17-18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. The Jews were plotting to kill Saul.  Who was helping them in their 

endeavor? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

24. Where did Saul go after escaping from Damascus?  Why?  His reception? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

25. Who was Barnabas?  What does his name mean?  How did he live up to 

that name? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What did Saul do in Jerusalem after meeting with the apostles?  What 

was the result of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Why was the Church experiencing peace? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. We earlier saw that the early Christians were called disciples and “The 

Way.”  What name is added to that list in 9:13 & 9:32? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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29. Carefully read the account of Aeneas being healed.  Who healed him?  

How do you know?  What can we learn from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. Who was Tabitha? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. Carefully read the account of Tabitha’s resurrection.  Who raised her?  

How do you know? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Where did Peter stay?  Why is this important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Pharisees & Saul 

 
Saul was a Pharisee.  So what does that mean?  Who or what was a Pharisee? 

 

The sect of Pharisees is thought to have originated in the 3rd century B.C., in days 

preceding the Maccabean wars, when under Greek domination and the Greek 

effort to Hellenize the Jews, there was a strong tendency among the Jews to 

accept Greek culture with its pagan religious customs.  The rise of the Pharisees 

was a reaction and protest against this tendency among their fellow kinsmen.  

Their aim was to preserve their national integrity and strict conformity to Mosaic 

law.  Though the practice of the Jewish religion was outlawed, the Pharisees 

resisted even if it meant their death.  As such, they were seen as the heroes of 

Judaism.  However, over a period of four hundred years the Pharisees went from 

being heroes to hypocrites.  How did it happen? 

 

At first the Pharisees emphasized piety and devotion to God and His Word.  They 

became the experts of the Law and were well versed in the Torah (the Pentateuch 

or first five books) and the Tanakh (The “Written Torah” or what we call the rest 

of the Old Testament). Some Pharisees even committed large portions of the 

Jewish scripture to memory.  They were known as the experts of the law and 

many were also scribes.  Gradually they developed their own distinctives.  They 

were so careful to avoid breaking God’s commandments that they built a fence 

around themselves.  They added 248 commandments and 365 prohibitions to 

insure they did not even approach the original ten.  They did not demand that 

everyone adopt their personal convictions, but in time, a narrow rigidity 

developed.  They began to feel their way was best.  In time this led to a barrier 

between them and the common people.  They came to believe their way was not 

only best; it was the only way. 

 

Their traditions became laws.  Gradually there was a shift away from the spirit 

of God’s law to the letter of their law.  Godliness was now measured by external 

compliance to their rules.  Those who did not conform were not accepted within 

the sect.  The Parisees put the emphasis on externals.  They wore special clothing 

to attract attention to themselves.  Jesus declared that everything they did was 

for show (Matthew 23:5). They were proud of their spirituality (Luke 18:11) and 

rigid in their positions.  A loss of reality developed.  They emphasized 

nonessentials, making the Sabbath a burden instead of a delight.  They counted 

out the herbs of their garden in order to pay tithe, but actually they were very 
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materialistic.  Jesus knew that they loved their money (Luke 16:14).  It was best 

not to get involved in a business deal with them.   

 

In fact the strongest language Jesus ever used was directed against the 

Pharisees.  He said they were hypocrites not practicing what they preached 

(Matthew 23:3).  Jesus was not impressed with their strictness.  In their zeal to 

keep their rules they were breaking God’s law (Matthew 15:3).  Jesus never broke 

the law of God, but He made no effort to observe the traditions of the Pharisees.  

It was the Pharisees who cried out, “We have a law”  (John 19:7).  Their law 

crucified the Messiah.  The spirit of legalism will always kill spritual life. 
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Lesson #11 

Chapter 10 

1. In chapter 9 we saw the Lord call Saul to be His chosen instrument to the 

Gentiles, Kings and the Children of Israel.  But the Lord had told the 

disciples/apostles that they would be witnesses to the end of the earth/Gentiles.  

Chapter 10 reveals how the apostles began to minister to those who were not of 

a Jewish heritage.  Who was Cornelius? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What was a Cohort? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Consider what is said about Cornelius, what would he have been doing at 

the ninth hour?  What happened at this time?  Review Question:  What is the 

ninth hour? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Keep in mind that Cornelius was a trained soldier, a centurion, who had 

earned his position through military conquest.  How did he respond to the sight 

of an angel? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is meant by Cornelius’ alms and prayers ascending “as a memorial 

before God?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What was the angel’s instruction to Cornelius?  Cornelius’ response? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. To help put things into perspective, take a look at this map in last week’s 

lesson and locate Joppa, where Peter was staying and Caesarea where 

Cornelius was located.  How far apart are the two? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. The next day, about the sixth hour, Peter went up to the housetop to pray.  

What is the significance of the sixth hour?   

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Peter fell into a trance and received a vision from the Lord.  What was 

this a vision of? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What command came with this vision? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What was Peter’ response to the command?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What was the Lord’s second message to Peter? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What is meant by common? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How many times did Peter have this vision?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

15. What was Peter’s initial response to the visions? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. What happened while Peter was doing this?  (vss. 17 & 18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. There is something here that most people just skip right over.  Go back 

and review questions #3, 7, & 8.  What do we learn about Cornelius and his 

three men when you compare these questions/answers to your last answer? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What message did the Spirit give to Peter?  Is there a message for us in 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. According to the three men, what was their purpose in coming to Peter? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. When did Peter go with them?  Compare this to the Spirit’s words to 

Peter.  Explain.  (Note:  compare the timing of the trip from Caesarea to Joppa 

and the trip from Joppa to Caesarea.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. How did Cornelius respond to Peter’s arrival?  Peter’s response? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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22. What did Peter find in Cornelius’ home?  How did he respond? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What did Cornelius want from Peter? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What were the primary points of Peter’s message? 

Vss. 34-35 – _____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 36 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 37 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 38 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 39 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 40 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 41 – _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 42 – _________________________________________________________________ 

      _________________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 43 – _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________  

 

25. What happened during Peter’s short sermon?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What command did Peter make?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #12 

 

Chapters 11 & 12 

1. In last week’s study, Peter went to the house of Cornelius, the Centurion, 

and shared the Gospel with him, his household and his Gentile friends.  Upon 

hearing the Good News of Jesus, the Holy Spirit came upon those Gentiles and 

they began to praise God by speaking in tongues.  Seeing this, Peter commanded 

that they be baptized and stayed with them for several days.  Chapter eleven 

begins with Peter returning to Jerusalem.  What did he find waiting for him?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who or what was the circumcision party?  (15:1 & 5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Peter “explained it to them in order” by recounting what had taken place.  

What new pieces of information do we learn in this retelling of the Cornelius 

account? 

Vs. 12a – ______________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 12b – ______________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 14 –  ______________________________________________________________ 

  ______________________________________________________________ 

Vs. 16 – ______________________________________________________________

  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was Peter’s ultimate message to those who were critical of him? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. How did Peter’s detractors respond to this message? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What was causing the Gospel to be spread?  How far had it spread?  Who 

was the focus of this evangelism?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What changed this focus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Where was Cyprus?  Cyrene?  (See map at end of lesson #11) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was the result of this change is focus?  (vs. 21) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. How did the Church in Jerusalem respond to this change and result?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What additional information do we learn about Barnabas in this section? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why did Barnabas go to Tarsus to find Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. What “first” occurred in Antioch? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What was/is a prophet? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What was the message of Agabus the prophet?  What was the result of 

this message?  What can we learn from this and apply in our Church today? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 12 

16. Who was this King Herod? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What did Herod do?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. How was James killed?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Since this pleased the Jews, what did Herod do next?  Why?  When? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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20. Why was Peter held in prison? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Why would Herod appoint four squads of soldiers to guarding Peter?   

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. How did the Church respond to Peter’s imprisonment? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. How did God respond to this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. Explain the miracles that are seen in Peter’s deliverance from prison. 

What impact did these miracles have on Peter? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What did Peter do once he realized that he had been set free? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. Who was Rhoda?  What did she do?  What didn’t she do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What was the response to Rhoda’s message? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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28. Who were “James” and “the brothers?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What happened at the prison as a result of Peter’s escape? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What happened to Herod?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. Who joined “Team Barnabas and Saul”? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STUDY NOTES: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #13 

 

Chapter 13 

1. Chapter 12 ended with the death of Herod and Saul, Barnabas and Mark 

returning to Antioch.  This serves as a transition point in Acts.  In the first twelve 

chapters, the primary focus was on Peter and the apostles as they fulfilled the 

Great Commission in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.  With Chapter 13, Luke 

shifts our focus to Saul/Paul and his missionary trips.  In 13:1 we see that there 

were prophets and teachers in Antioch.  What is the difference between a prophet 

and a teacher? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

2. Who were these prophets and teachers?  What additional information is 

given about them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is worship and how is it related to fasting? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. What message did the prophets receive?  How was this message 

formalized or formally enacted? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Verse 3 ends, “they laid their hands on them and sent them off.”  Verse 4 

begins, “So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit.”  Who sent Saul and Barnabas 

out?  How might this apply in the Church today? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

6. At the end of this lesson you will find a map of Saul and Barnabas’ first 

missionary trip.  Where did they first go?  Why?  (Vs. 4 and map) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Looking at the map and the description of the first leg of their journey in 

13:4-6, what do you notice about Saul and Barnabas’ method of ministry? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Who was Bar - Jesus?  What does this mean?  What does this name mean?  

What name did he go by?  (Vs. 8)  What does this name mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

9. Who was Sergius Paulus? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. For more information on Sergius Paulus, Cyprian sorcerers and the 

accuracy of Luke’s account, please refer to the article at the end of this lesson.  

What did Bar – Jesus/Elymas do?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. “But Saul, who was also call Paul...”  This marks a change in Luke’s 

account.  Why is Saul’s name changed to Paul?  What does “Paul” mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How did Paul address Elymas?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

13. How did Paul show that the Gospel he was sharing was true?  What 

symbolism do you see in this?  What was the result? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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14. Look carefully at the response of the proconsul.  Explain the statement, “for 

he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What do the following verses say about the Lord’s teaching?   

John 14:26 – ____________________________________________________________ 

_____ ____________________________________________________________________ 

Luke 12:12 – _____________________________________________________________ 

Luke 21:13-15 –___________________________________________________________    

2nd Peter 1:21 – ___________________________________________________________ 

2nd Timothy 3:16 – ________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Verse 13 would appear to be lacking any great theological or doctrinal 

significance, yet, we will see that it is actually very important in the chapters to 

come.  What occurred in Verse 13? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. Based on what you read in verses 14 and 15, what was Sabbath worship 

in the synagogue focused or centered on? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What is meant by a word of encouragement?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What is meant by: 

 A)  Men of Israel? – __________________________________________________ 

 B)  You who fear God? – ______________________________________________ 

 

20. What was the message of the first third of Paul’s sermon?  (vss. 16-25) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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21. Twice in this first third of the sermon Paul refers to 40-year periods.  

What were they and how are they similar? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Why did God choose King David? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Why did Paul end this section of history with King David? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. How had John (the Baptist) prepared the way for Jesus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. In verse 26, how does Paul refer to his audience?  Why is this important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What facts does Paul share concerning the Jews in Jerusalem and their 

rulers?  (vss. 27-29) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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27. What is the Good News of: 

 Vs. 30? – ___________________________________________________________ 

 Vs. 31? – ___________________________________________________________ 

 Vss. 32-33? –________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________  

 

28. When was Jesus “begotten” of the Father? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What point was Paul making in vss. 34-37? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What comes through Christ? 

 Vs. 38 – ____________________________________________________________ 

 Vs. 39 – ____________________________________________________________ 

 

31. What passage does Paul quote in vs. 41?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. What was the response to Paul’s sermon? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. What happened the next Sabbath?  Why is this significant? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34. What impact did this have on the members of the Synagogue?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. How did Paul and Barnabas react to this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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36. What passage does Paul cite in verse 47?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. How did the Gentiles respond to this verse?  The Jews? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

38. What is meant by “appointed to eternal life?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

39.  Why did the disciples shake the dust off their feet?  (Matt. 10:14; Luke 9:5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STUDY NOTES: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

30 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

Sergius Paulus and the Accuracy of Luke the Physician 
 
Many times people want to discount the Bible as being inaccurate and unreliable.  In 
actuality, a person couldn’t be further from the truth.  The following is an article from the 
Associates for Biblical Research that speaks about Luke’s accuracy. 
 
Cyprus must have been an interesting place for Paul and his cohort, Barnabas to visit. The 
island was heavily influenced by Greek culture. It was a staging area for all sorts of Roman 
activities throughout the eastern Mediterranean. And as the text suggests, it was influenced by 
the occult.   Their outreach to the Cypriots occurred around 47 AD. Luke, the author of the 
book of Acts, is careful to refer to Sergius Paulus as "Proconsul." Sure enough, this is the proper 
title for a Roman ruler sitting in authority on Cyprus at that time. Prior to this, a Roman ruler 
on the island would have been referred to as a "Propraetor." In 58 BC, Cyprus was annexed by 
Rome. From that point forward, an appointee of the Roman Emperor administered control 
over the island. In the Roman vernacular of the day, such a ruler would be referred to as an 
"Imperial Legate" or "Propraetor."   In 22 BC however, Rome changed the status of Cyprus 
from one of an annexed territory to that of a full-fledged province. Once a territory became a 
province, it fell under the authority of an appointee of the Roman Senate. As such, a "Proconsul" 
assumed ruling authority for the island. "One of the most remarkable tokens of (Luke's) 
accuracy is his sure familiarity with the proper titles of all the notable persons who are 
mentioned...Cyprus, for example, which was an imperial province until 22 BC, became a 
senatorial province in that year, and was therefore governed no longer by an imperial legate 
(a Propraetor) but by a Proconsul. And so, when Paul and Barnabas arrived in Cyprus about 
AD 47, it was the Proconsul Sergius Paulus whom they met..."1   Luke is not just accurate in 
his use of titles. Historians and archeologists have collected evidence for the existence of this 
particular Proconsul. In 1877, an archaeological dig was taking place in the area near ancient 
Paphos on Cyprus. Supervising the excavation was Luigi Palma di Cesnola. Cesnola had been a 
Medal of Honor recipient for his efforts during the American Civil War. After the war ended, he 
was appointed US Consul in Cyprus. Once there, he led a number of excavations. Incidentally, 
he would eventually be named the first curator of New York’s Metropolitan Museum. He 
located an inscription that proved a Proconsul named Paulus did exist. The inscription was in 
a marble block that was used to consecrate a monument in the first century, and it read as 
follows: 

"Apollonius to his father...consecrated this enclosure and monument according to his family’s 
wishes...having filled the offices of clerk of the market, prefect, town-clerk, high priest, and 
having been in charge as manager of the records office. Erected on the 25th of the month 

Demarchexusius in the 13th year [of the reign of Claudius]. He also altered the senate by means 
of assessors during the time of the Proconsul Paulus."2 

 
The 13th year of the reign of Claudius would be 54 AD, or just after the time of Paul and 
Barnabas’ visit. It could be that he is one in the same as the Sergius Paulus who was reached 
out to Paul and Barnabas.   Additional evidence for the existence of Sergius Paulus comes 
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from a first century Roman source. Pliny the Elder, as history refers to him, was a Roman naval 
commander who lived from 23-79 AD. He was also a statesman, naturalist, and historian. A 
good deal of what we know about ancient Rome comes from his writings. Being in such 
influential positions, he came to know personally many of the important Roman political 
figures of the day.   Pliny the Elder’s most important work is Naturalis Historia (Latin for 
Natural History). It is, for all intents and purposes, Rome’s encyclopedia of the day. It is also 
one of the largest single works of Roman literature to have survived. He writes a good deal on 
Cyprus. In fact, He references a certain "Sergius Paulus" in his list of sources or authorities for 
Books 2 and 18 of his Natural History.3   In his discussions on Cyprus, Pliny reveals one more 
detail that is pertinent to Luke’s account in Acts 13: 

 
 "There existed different groups of magicians from the time of Moses such as Jannes and Lotape, 

of whom the Jews had spoken of. And in fact many thousands yearly follow after Zoroastrian 
ways especially during recent times on the Island of Cyprus."4 

 
Here, Pliny the Elder confirms the presence of magicians (or what Luke calls "sorcerers") on 
Cyprus in the first century. They were so prominent that he actually gives them a place in his 
discussion of the island.   Before we leave Sergius Paulus, one more item is worth reviewing. 
Scripture tells us Asia Minor was the next place Paul and Barnabas journeyed to after leaving 
Cyprus. In fact, they head specifically toward Antioch in Pisidia (see Acts 13:13-14). An 
inscription is on display in the Yalvac Museum within Turkey that was found in the vicinity of 
Pisidian Antioch. The whole word "Paulii" and portions of "Sergii" are visible on it.5 It would 
seem that the family of Sergius Paulus had a large estate in this area. The inscription itself may 
even be a reference to the Proconsul. Who knows? Maybe Paul and Barnabas headed there at 
the request of the Roman commander with the hopes of leading his family to Christ! 
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Inscription near Pisidian Antioch which may refer to Sergius Paulus. Credit: http://www.sacred-
destinations.com/turkey/images/pisidian-antioch/sergius-paulus-inscription-c-hlp.jpg. 
  

The exercise we just performed on these few verses in Acts 13 could easily be performed on 
every chapter. Luke pays remarkable attention to detail and has yet to be proven incorrect in 
any facet of his work. The Bible is a book of history. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
the authors of Scripture recorded without error the writings that make up Holy Writ!   Here 
are some figures that are worth noting about the book of Acts. Luke identifies 110 individuals 
by name.6 Many of these have been verified to history through some extra-biblical source.7 In 
addition, Luke references 32 countries, 54 cities, and 9 islands.8 Every one of these has now 
been located archaeologically with certainty, with the possible exception of Phoenix 
(mentioned in Acts 27:12 as a port on Crete).9 Perhaps Sir William Ramsay summed it up best: 
"Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, he is 
possessed of the true historic sense...In short this author should be placed along with the very 
greatest of historians."10 
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Notes: Bruce, F.F., The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?. Inter Varsity Press, Downers 
Grove, Illinois, 1973, p. 82. 2 Online at http://www.biblehistory.net/newsletter/paulus.htm. 3 
Pliny the Elder, Natural History, Books 1 and 2, Volume 1, Translation by H. Rackham. Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1979 (Loeb Classical Library, pg. 330). 4 
Online at http://www.biblehistory.net/newsletter/paulus.htm. 5  
Online at http://www.padfield.com/2008/antioch-of-pisidia.html. 6 
Online at http://www.thruthebible.org/site/c.irLMKXPGLsF/b.4380271/. 7 Geisler, Norman, I Don’t 
Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist Crossway, Wheaton, Illinois, 2004, pg. 270. 8 Geisler, Norman, 
Baker Encyclopedia of Apologetics, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1991, pg. 227. 9 Online at 
http://www.harvardhouse.com/correlate_1.htm. 10 Sir William Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveler and 
Roman Citizen. Online at http://www.ucgstp.org/lit/gn/gn030/acts.html. 
 

If you would like more information about ABR or their magazine titles “Bible and Spade” please visit 
www.biblearchaeology.org.  Or you may visit the church office and check out a copy of this magazine 
from Pastor Matt’s library. 
 
SDG – The Book of Acts, Lesson #13 – Sergius Paulus 
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Paul and Barnabas’ First Missionary Trip 
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Lesson #14 

Chapter 14 

1. Chapter 13 ended with what will be a common thread throughout the 

remaining chapters of Acts; the persecution of those who proclaim the Gospel.  At 

first glance, this seems like a very negative turn of events.  However, if we 

consider the first verse of chapter fourteen we see how God turns this into 

something good.  What good came from the persecution that Paul and Barnabas 

experienced? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How does Romans 8:28 relate to your answer for the previous question? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Word Study:      English – Spoke / Greek – Lalesai 

Words really do make a difference!  The Greek word translated as spoke is 

lalesai.  This word focuses on the articulated, distinct sound of the formed 

words in the human language.  It refers to a precise language or speaking of 

words.  It literally means, “to clearly articulate.”  Combining this with the rest 

of verse one, we see that Paul and Barnabas clearly spoke so that people would 

believe.  How is this done?  Paul and Barnabas prepared in advance.  They 

knew the scriptures and clearly presented them in a precise manner that led 

the people to see and understand the Law and the Gospel.  This is also called 

good “Apologetics” or defense of the faith.  It is a goal of this Bible Study. 

 

3. What is meant by the phrase, “spoke in such a way that a great number of 

both Jews and Greeks believed?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. Why would the unbelieving Jews stir up the Gentiles to oppose the 

Gentiles? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What does it mean to poison a mind? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How did the Holy Spirit respond to this poisoning? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. As we have often seen in our society and in our political system, when an 

individual or group of people are unable to verbally defend themselves they often 

personally attack those who disagree with them.  How far were the unbelieving 

Jews and Greeks in Iconium willing to take their personal attack on Paul and 

Barnabas? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

8. Again, we see how God turned this opposition into good as Paul and 

Barnabas fled to Lystra and Derbe.  However, we also see a change in how they 

went about sharing the Gospel.  Compare 14:6 to 14:1, 13:5 and 13:14.  What has 

changed? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. As we have seen before, Luke is a stickler for the details!  What facts does 

he share concerning the cripple who was listening to Paul?  Why are these 

additional facts of such importance? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. While Luke is a stickler for details he also writes in such a way that he 

keeps building on the information that he introduces to us.  What else do we 

learn about Lystra in Acts 16:1 and 2nd Timothy 1:5? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Paul looked intently at the crippled man.  Why did he do this?  What did 

he see?  How could he see this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What do we learn about faith and miracles in Matthew 13:58? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How was faith involved in the crippled man’s healing? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How did the people react to the man’s healing?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Luke records that the crowds spoke in Lycaonian.  Why is detail this an 

important?   

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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16. Who or what was Zeus?  Hermes? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. When Paul implored the people to “turn from these vain things,” what 

was he referring to? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What did he encourage them to turn to? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Look at Paul’s description of God in verse 15.  How does he describe God?  

Why would he describe God in this way? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. How had God allowed all nations to walk in their ways?  (Romans 1:18-32) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. How is the rain and harvests a witness to God? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Now go back again to verses 14-15.  How did Paul and Barnabas react to 

the people’s actions?  Why?  How did they describe themselves?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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23. If God had allowed all the nations to walk in their own way, what was He 

doing differently?  (John 14:6) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. Where was Antioch and Iconium in relation to Lystia? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

  

25. What did the Jews from Antioch and Iconium persuade the people to do?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. “The disciples gathered about him.”  Who were these disciples? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. “He rose up.”  What are the two possible interpretations of this short 

passage? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What did Paul do after he rose up?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. Where did Paul and Barnabas go next? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. Why did Paul return to those cities? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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31. Where did Paul and Barnabas’ journey end?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

STUDY NOTES: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #15 

 

Chapter 15 

1.  What were the men from Judea teaching?  Why would they teach this?  (If 

possible, try to support their decision with a Biblical reference). 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.  There was “no small dissensions” between the men from Judea (Judaizers) 

and Paul and Barnabas, which resulted in debate between them.  What 

Biblical/God inspired words or writing might Paul and Barnabas have used to 

support their position that circumcision was not required for salvation? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  It appears that there was a deadlock in the debate with neither side willing 

to give ground.  What was done in an effort to solve this debate/dissension? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.  “Being sent on their way by the church.”  What is meant by the church? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  What was the message that Paul and Barnabas took to Jerusalem while 

passing through Phoenicia and Samaria? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  How was this message received?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  There was again a debate and Peter addressed the congregation.  Why was 

Peter the logical choice to address the congregation concerning this matter? 

Matthew 16:18 – ___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Acts 2 –    ___________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Acts 10 –   ___________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  What points did Peter make to support the idea that the Gentiles could be 

saved without being circumcised? 

 Vs. 7 - ________________________________________________________ 

 Vs. 8 - ________________________________________________________ 

 Vs. 9 - ________________________________________________________ 

    ________________________________________________________ 

 Vs.10 - ________________________________________________________ 

 Vs. 11 -  ________________________________________________________ 

 

9.  What is the key component that allows us to receive God’s grace?  (Eph. 2:8-9) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10.  What is meant by the phrase, “putting God to the test?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11.  Who was James?  (Mark 6:3; Acts 12:2) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12.  Who was Simeon?  (Vs. 14) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13.  What is meant by the phrase, “a people for His name?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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14.  What Bible passage did James quote in verses 16-17?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15.  James suggested that they should not trouble the Gentiles who turned to 

God.  What did he mean by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16.  What is meant by: 

 A)  Abstain – ________________________________________________________ 

 B)  Things polluted by idols – _________________________________________ 

 C)  Sexual immorality – ______________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 D)  What has been strangled, and from blood – _________________________ 

 

17.  Verse 20 is connected to 21 by the word “for.”  Why did James feel that the 

Gentiles should abstain from the things listed? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18.  What was the final decision of the Jerusalem church? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

19.  How did the apostles and elders refer to: 

 A)  Themselves?  ___________________________________________________ 

 B)  The Gentiles in Antioch?  ________________________________________ 

 C)  The Judaizers?  _________________________________________________ 

Why?  ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What do we learn about the Jerusalem Council/Church in verse 25? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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20.  How did they refer to Paul and Barnabas? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21.  Why did they send Judas and Silas? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22.  What is meant by the phrase, “It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23.  How did the people of Antioch react to the message of the letter?  Why? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24.  What new information does Luke reveal about Judas and Silas?  What does 

this mean? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25.  Relate Matthew 24:28 to the last six verses of Acts 15. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26.  Relate Romans 8:28 to these same verses. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson #16 

 

Chapter 16 

1.  What do we know about Timothy’s mother?  2 Timothy 1:5 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2 Timothy 3:15 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

What can we learn from Timothy’s mother? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why does Luke mention that Timothy’s father was a Greek? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why did Paul circumcise Timothy?  (1st Corinthians 9:19-21; Romans 

12:18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What decisions did Paul deliver to the churches of Derbe and Lystra?  

Why did he deliver them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How could these decisions strengthen the faith of the churches?  How 

could this lead to growth? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Paul and Silas went “up to Mysia” and attempted to go to Bithynia.  What 

general direction did they intend to go?  Why didn’t they?  Challenge Question – 

Why was this so?  (1 Peter 1:1; See Map) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Who or what is the Spirit of Jesus? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Where or what is Macedonia?  (See Map) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was Troas? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is a vision? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Carefully read verse ten.  What word do you see being used for the very 

first time in Acts?  What does this imply? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What was the message of the vision?  How was this interpreted? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Why would Philippi be a natural place to begin preaching the Gospel in 

Macedonia?  (See “The Ancient City of Philippi” at the end of this lesson.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. Why did Paul, Silas and Luke go to the riverside on the Sabbath?  (Try to 

think of two reasons) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

15. Who or what did they find by riverside? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. How did Lydia respond to the Gospel message?  Why?  What can we learn 

from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What is meant by a spirit of divination? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

18. What was this girl saying about Paul, Silas and Luke? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Phrase Study  -  “Most High God” 

This phrase is El Elyon.  It is used about 50 times as in the Old Testament                  

as a title for the God of Israel.  It can also be translated as, “The Absolutely 

Sovereign God.” 
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19. Why did this girl annoy Paul? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

  

20. What did Paul do to rectify this annoying situation?  How did he do it?  

Why?  (Luke 10:17) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. How did the owners of this slave girl respond to Paul’s action?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Who or what was a magistrate? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What two charges did the owners levy against Paul and Silas?  Were these 

true or legitimate?  Explain? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. How did the Magistrates react to these charges?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Read 2nd Corinthians 11:23-25.  What do we learn about Paul in these 

verses? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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26. What is meant by “inner prison” and “stocks?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. How did Paul and Silas react to this treatment? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What does Luke record about the prisoners?  Why would the prisoners do 

this?  (vs. 25) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. There was a great earthquake.  What were the two results of this 

earthquake? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. Why would the jailer draw his sword to kill himself? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. The earthquake was certainly a miracle/act of God.  What miracle 

occurred after the earthquake and its effects?  Why might this be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. Look carefully at what Luke has written: 

  -  There was an earthquake 

  -  All the prison doors were open 

  -  Everyone’s bonds were unfastened 

  -  The jailer was about to kill himself 

-  Paul cried out with a loud voice telling the jailer not to harm 

himself. 

-  The jailer called for lights and rushed into the prison. 
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What is wrong with this picture/description?  How can we explain this? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. What is the first thing you notice about the jailer’s question to Paul?  

(consider his first word) Why would this be? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

34. Why would the jailer ask, “What must I do to be saved?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. What was Paul’s answer to the jailer’s question? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

36. We again see a powerful conversion of a whole household.  This again is 

powerful testimony to the fact that the Gospel applies to everyone; young and 

old, slave and free, Jew and Roman.  It also is another powerful sign that 

children/infants are to be baptized as well.  What actions did the jailer take that 

showed his joy? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. What must has happened between verses 34 and 35? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

38. The magistrates gave the jailer orders to let Paul and Silas go and he 

passed that message on to Paul and Silas.  What was their response?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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39. Why would the magistrates do what Paul said?  Why would they 

apologize? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Paul’s Second Missionary Trip 
 

 
 
SDG – The Book of Acts, Lesson #16 – Map of Second Missionary Trip #2  
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Philippi 
 

In the ancient world, the city of Philippi was “the way through between Europe 

and Asia”. At this point in northeastern Greece, where the mountains running 

from Bulgaria push so tightly against marsh and hill that the only main road 

linking West and East is squeezed through the middle of a town, Mark Antony 

and Octavian (Augustus) had their showdown with Brutus and Cassius, Caesar’s 

killers and defenders of the republican status quo.  

 

Ninety years later, the route from the east brought Paul to found his first 

Christian group in Europe.  Many commentators write about the privileges 

Philippi enjoyed because it was a Roman colony (Acts 16:12). The town operated 

under Roman law and was exempt from many taxes. Its citizens were citizens of 

Rome, many of whom were army veterans.  Being a Roman colony also meant 

that Roman citizens could own land in Philippi.  The city itself was surrounded 

by fertile agricultural land.  It was also on the Egnatian Way, an important 

commercial road of the Roman Empire. 

 

SDG – The Book of Acts, Lesson #16 – The Ancient City of Philippi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/lightbox-bible-passage.aspx?passage=Acts+16%3a12


 

53 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

 

Paul’s Second Missionary Trip 
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SDG – Lesson #17 

 

Chapter 17 

1. Where was Thessalonica located?  What new challenge would Paul be 

facing because of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Verses 2 & 3 of this chapter are loaded with some real spiritual gems! 

A)  What was Paul’s custom?  What can we learn from this and apply to 

our lives today?  Who else had this custom?  (Luke 4:16) 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

B)  How long did Paul follow this custom in Thessalonica? 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

C)  What was Paul doing as he followed this custom?  What does this 

mean? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 D)  What, precisely, did Paul explain?  How? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

E)  What, precisely, did Paul prove?  How? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

F)  What, precisely, did Paul proclaim?  How?  Why? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Word Study:  Reasoned/Dielexato 

The Greek word dielexato which is translated as reasoned means to, “say 

thoroughly; to discuss.”  We can learn much from Paul’s method of reasoning.  He 

used the Scriptures to reveal and even prove that Jesus was the promised 

Messiah.  Too many of our evangelistic efforts are focused on emotion or the 

results of becoming a Christian.  (We are blessed, going to heaven, etc.)  However, 

Paul’s evangelism focused on mankind’s sin, mankind’s need for a Savior, God’s 

promise of that Savior and Jesus’ fulfillment of it. 

 

3. What was the reaction to Paul’s reasoning? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

4. Who was Jason? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Historical Note:  In AD 49 the Roman emperor Claudius removed all the 

Hebrew people from Rome because of the riots that were started by a group of 

Jewish zealots.  These zealots were seeking to overthrow the Roman government 

and opposed Rome’s practice of appointing kings, such as Herod, over Israel. 

 

5. Keeping the historical note in mind, what were the charges and/or 

accusations that were presented to the city authorities concerning Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How did the town council react to these charges?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

57 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

7. Read 1st Thessalonians 2:18. How might this fit into Paul’s experience in 

Thessalonica? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why would the brothers “immediately” send Paul and Silas away by 

night? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What separated the Jews of Berea from the Jews of Thessalonica?  What 

can we learn from them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What were the results of the Bereans approach to listening to Paul’s 

Gospel message? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Where did the Berean brothers take Paul?  What was his first reaction to 

this place? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Word Study:   Provoke/Paroxyneto 

In Acts 17:16, we read that Paul’s spirit was provoked within him as he saw that 

the city was full of idols.”  Normally we associate the word provoke with anger 

and Paul may very well have been angered by what he saw in Athens.  However, 

this Greek verb literally means “to sharpen alongside.”  As you continue read of 

Paul’s experience in Athens, ask yourself, “Is Paul’s spirit angered or 

sharpened?” 

 

12. As a result of being provoked, what did Paul do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What is meant by “devout persons?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To better understand what Paul was dealing with in Athens, please read the 

article at the end of this lesson titled “Stoics and Epicureans.” 

 

Word Study:    Babbler/Spermologos 

 

The Epicurean and Stoic philosophers asked, “What does this babbler wish to 

say?”  Spermologos is an interesting word that has quite a history.  Originally  it 

was a noun signifying a bird or crow that picked up seeds.  From there it became 

a negative title for someone who would hang around the market-place and pick 

up what fell off the delivery wagons or from the tables there.  They were seen as 

parasites that lived off of and at the expense of others.  Finally, it was used 

metaphorically to describe a person who picked up scraps of information from 

listening to the philosophers and then tried to pawn them off as his own.  So, 

when the philosophers called Paul a babbler they were saying that he was a 

philosophical parasite who knew little but was trying to make a living off of the 

little he thought he knew. 
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14. Look at what the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers said about Paul and 

his teachings.  Where did they think this babbler had picked up his scraps of 

philosophy/religion?  Why did they think this?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What did the philosophers want from Paul?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What insight does Luke share concerning the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers as well as the other Athenians and foreigners who gathered at the 

Areopagus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. How did Paul begin his address to the people at the Areopagus?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What did Paul use as evidence of the Athenians religiosity? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. How did Paul use this evidence? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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20. What points did Paul make concerning the “God who made the world and 

everything in it?”  (Vss. 24-27   -   9 points) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Where did Paul quote from in verse 29? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. What was Paul’s point in using these quotes? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Rewrite verse 29 in the form of an if/then statement. 

If- _______________________________________________________________________ 

Then- ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What did Paul reveal about the philosophies/religions of the Greeks? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. What did Paul call on the Athenians to do? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. Why should they do this? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What do Paul use as his evidence for his statements and the Athenians 

need to do these things? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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28. What were the responses to Paul’s message? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

NOTES: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Stoics and Epicureans 
 

Stoicism 

 
The founder of stoicism is Zeno of Citium (333-262) in Cyprus.  Zeno may have 

been Phoenician or part Phoenician.  He was a student of the cynics, but was also 

influenced by Socrates.  His philosophy was t tempered by reason.  Basically, he 

believed in being virtuous, and that virtue was a matter of submitting to god’s 

will.  As usual for Greeks who postulated a single god, Zeno did not strongly 

differentiate god from nature.  So another way of putting it is to live according to 

nature (“Zen kata physin”). 

 

The school got its name from the Painted Porch (stoa poikile) in Athens where 

Zeno studied.  Walking up and down the open hallways, he lectured his students 

on the value of “apatheia,” the absence of passion, something not too different 

from the Buddhist idea of non-attachment.  By passion Zeno meant uncontrolled 

emotion or physical desire.  Only by taking this attitude, he felt, could we develop 

wisdom and the ability to apply it. 

 

“Let no one break your will!”  he said. Man conquers the world by conquering 

himself.  Start by developing an indifference to pain and pleasure, through 

meditation.  Wisdom occurs when reason controls passions;  Evil occurs when 

passions control us. 

 

Another aspect of Stoicism is its belief in the development of a universal state, in 

which all men are brothers.  Stoics believed in certain “natural rights,” a concept 

which was resurrected in the18th century as a result of Darwinian evolution. 

Stoics also believed in the right to commit suicide -- an important part of Roman 

cultural tradition. 
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Epicureanism 

 
Epicurus (341-270) was born on the island of Samos in Ionia.  At the age of 19 he 

went to Athens to study at the Academy.  It seemed, though, that he liked the 

philosophy of Democritus better.  The school he founded was particularly 

egalitarian, accepting women and slaves.  Epicurus, it is said, wrote 300 books 

 

Epicurus had little patience with religion, which he considered a form of 

ignorance.  He was particularly eager to help people lose their fear of the 

gods.  He did, however, also say that the gods existed, although they lived far 

away in space somewhere and had little or nothing to do with people on earth.  It 

is postulated that he said this because atheism was still illegal in Athens. 

 

One of the most persistent issues concerning belief in god/gods was/is the 

problem of evil.  Epicurus's argument concerning God is still used by the 

atheists and agnostics of today.  Their argument is centered on four 

statements/questions: 

1. Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able?  Then he is not omnipotent.  

2. Is he able, but not willing?  Then he is malevolent.  

3. Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil?  

4. Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God? 

Epicurus felt that it was useless to argue over metaphysics, that there was no 

such thing as a soul that lived after death, that we arrived at our present 

condition by means of evolution and that we had the quality of free will. 
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Some see Epicurus as the father of  “modern” materialism and empiricism.  The 

basic beliefs of these are: 

 All things -- including minds -- are made of atoms and follow natural 

laws.   

 All knowledge comes from the senses.   

 Thoughts and memories are nothing but weak sensations.... 

 

Virtue for Epicurus was a means to an end.  That end is happiness.  It is good to 

feel pleasure and to avoid pain, but one needs to apply reason to life.  Sometimes 

pain is necessary in order to gain happiness.  Other times, pleasure leads to more 

suffering than it is worth. 

 

And there are levels of pain and pleasure just as there are smaller and greater 

levels of happiness.  Friendship, for example, is rated one of the highest 

pleasures.  “A sage loves his friends as he loves himself,” he said, and “It is better 

to give than to receive.”  And “It is not possible to live pleasantly without living 

prudently, honorably, and justly; nor to live prudently, honorably, and justly 

without living pleasantly.”  Society is seen as necessary:  It protects one from 

injustices.  He foreshadows utilitarianism by suggesting that a society should be 

arranged to provide the greatest happiness to the greatest number. 

 

For Epicurus, the ultimate happiness was peace, which he called “ataraxia.”  His 

motto was “lathe biosas” -- live unobtrusively.  He may be considered the first 

true humanist, as witnessed by this quote: "Philosophy is an activity that uses 

reasoning and rigorous argument to promote human flourishing." 
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SDG – Lesson #18 

Chapters 18 and 19 

1. Where did Paul go to after leaving Athens?  Where was this place? 

(see maps Lesson #16) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who were Aquila and Priscilla?  What did they have in common with Paul?  

What did this result in? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What message was Paul sharing with the Jews at the synagogue? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. How did they respond to Paul’s message?  How did Paul react to this?  

Why?  (Matthew 10:5-15) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Where did Paul go after leaving the Synagogue?  Who was there?  What 

do we know about these individuals?  (1st Corinthians 1:14) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What was the result of Paul’s preaching in the new location? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What was the message of Paul’s vision?  (vss. 9-10) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



 

66 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

8. Who or what was a proconsul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was the tribunal? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What was the charge that the Jews of Corinth brought against Paul?  

What was meant by this?  Why did they do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Challenge Question:  Consider your answer to the last question.  What are 

the implications of this to today? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How did Gallio rule in this situation?  What are the implications of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How did the Jews react to this ruling?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. Where did Paul go after being in Corinth?  What was the first thing he did 

there?  Why?  What does this mean?  (Numbers 6) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. Where did Paul go next?  What three things did he do there? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

16. Read James 4:15. How did Paul apply this principle?  How should we 

apply it today?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

17. Where did Paul go next?  What did he do there? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. Where was Apollos from?  Why is this important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What is meant by the “baptism of John?” 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

68 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

20. How do the baptisms of John and the baptisms we have seen in Acts 

differ?  (Acts 2:38; 19:5) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

21. If Apollos taught accurately, why did Priscilla and Aquila need to explain 

things more accurately to him?   

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

22. What message did Apollos powerfully preach?  How? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. How long did Paul stay in Ephesus upon his return?  What was the result 

of this?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What extraordinary power was given to Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Who or what was an “itinerant Jewish exorcist?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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26. Why would these exorcists begin to “invoke the name of the Lord Jesus?”  

(Warning!  This is not a simple answer.  It is an answer with several layers to 

it.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What happened to these itinerant Jewish exorcists?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What good came from this most unusual event?  (vss. 18-20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. What was Paul’s new resolution?  (Note:  Much like Acts 1:8, vs. 21 serves 

as an outline of what is coming in the final chapters and quarter of Acts.) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What was the disturbance concerning the Way?  Where did this 

disturbance come from? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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31. Verses 28-34 give a great insight to crowd mentality.  What did all the 

Ephesians agree on?  Yet, what did most of the Ephesians not understand? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. What were the two things that the city clerk said could not be denied?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

33. What did the city clerk advise Demetrius and the crowd to do?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Artemis of the Ephesians 

 

 
 

Artemis was the daughter of Leto and Zeus, and the twin of Apollo. She was the 

goddess of the wilderness, the hunt and wild animals, and fertility. She was also 

the helper of midwives as a goddess of birth. 
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In one legend, Artemis was born one day before her brother Apollo. Her mother 

gave birth to her on the island of Ortygia, then, almost immediately after her 

birth, she helped her mother to cross the straits over to Delos, where she then 

delivered Apollo. This was the beginning of her role as guardian of young children 

and patron of women in childbirth. Being a goddess of contradictions, she was 

the protectors of women in labor, but it was said that the arrows of Artemis 

brought them sudden death while giving birth. As was her brother, Apollo, 

Artemis was a divinity of healing, but also brought and spread diseases such as 

leprosy, rabies and even gout. 

 

Artemis with her twin brother, Apollo, put to death the children of Niobe. The 

reason being that Niobe, a mere mortal, had boasted to Leto, the mother of the 

divine twins, that she had borne more children, which must make her superior 

to Leto. Apollo being outraged at such an insult on his mother, informed Artemis. 

The twin gods hunted them down and shot them with their bows and arrows; 

Apollo killed the male children and Artemis the girls. 

 

Artemis was worshiped in most Greek cities but only as a secondary deity. 

However, to the Greeks in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) she was a prominent 

deity. In Ephesus, a principal city of Asia Minor, a great temple was built in her 

honor, which became one of the "Seven Wonders of the Ancient World". But at 

Ephesus she was worshiped mainly as a fertility goddess, and was identified with 

Cybele the mother goddess of eastern lands. The cult statues of the Ephesian 

Artemis differ greatly from those of mainland Greece, whereas she is depicted as 

a huntress with her bow and arrows. Those found at Ephesus show her in the 

eastern style, standing erect with numerous nodes on her chest. There have been 

many theories as to what they represent. Some say they are breasts, others that 

they are the testicles of bulls which were sacrificed to her. So the true 

interpretation remains uncertain. 
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SDG – Lesson #19 

Chapter 20 

1. Why did Paul depart for Macedonia?  (19:21 & 22) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is meant by encouragement? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Where did Paul intend to go (19:21)?  What route did he plan to take?  

(20:3)   Which way did he go?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why did Paul take seven men with him on this trip?  (1 Cor. 16:1-4) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Verse seven records an event that is the first of its kind.  What was this 

event?  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why did Paul prolong, his speech/sermon? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why would Luke include the note that “there were many lamps in the 

upper room?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Trivial Question:  What does the name Eutychus mean?  How did he live 

up to his name? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phrase Study:     Taken up dead / airo nekros 

There are those who try to deny the power of God and minimize the miracles of 

God in the Bible.  The account of Paul’s raising Eutychus from the dead is one 

such account.  These skeptics contend that what Luke meant was, “he was taken 

up as dead.”  The contention is that they thought Eutychus was dead.  However, 

Luke was a physician and he would know the difference between someone who 

was dead and someone who was alive.  Likewise, Luke the physician was very 

concise in what he wrote by using only two words.  Airo means lifted and nekros 

(from which we get necrotic, means dead.  Eutychus was lifted/taken up dead.  

Paul came down the three flights of stairs and bent over Eutychus and then 

proclaimed, “His life is in Him.” 

 

9. Why would Paul bend over Eutychus and then take him in his arms?   

(1st Kings17:17-24; 2nd Kings 4:18-37) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

   

10. What did Paul do next?  Do you find this odd?  Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. What additional information do we learn about Paul’s desire to go to 

Jerusalem in verse 16?  What was the result of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. Verses 18-35 are Paul’s final words to the elders of the Ephesian church.  

In this discourse, Paul describes his ministry and in doing so sets an example 

for all servants of Christ.  He also clearly defines one of the fundamental roles 

of the elders.  What was the first thing that Paul reminded the elders of?  Why 

was/is this important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Why or how would the plots of the Jews cause Paul: 

A)  Humility – ____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

B)  Tears – ________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

C)  Trials – _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

14. In spite of his humbling, tears and trials, what did Paul do? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What were the two key doctrines or focuses of Paul’s message/teaching? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What did Paul mean when he said that he was, “constrained by the 

Spirit?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What did Paul anticipate would come from this constraining by the Spirit? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. Verse 24 could/should be the motto of every Christian.  Summarize what 

Paul says about himself. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What is grace? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What did Paul reveal to the Ephesians?  (vs. 25) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Why did Paul say that he was innocent of the blood of all of the Ephesian 

elders? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Yet again, we are presented with a rather unique phrase.  What is meant 

by “the whole counsel of God?”  How does this relate to Paul saying, “I did not 

shrink from declaring” it? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. Notice how Paul follows “the whole counsel of God” with an admonition to 

the Ephesian elders.  What did he call on the elders to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

24. According to Paul, how does an elder become an elder? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Word Focus:      Elder, Bishop, Overseer, Steward, Shepherd 

  

All of these names are used in the New Testament in describing the office and 

role of what we commonly call the elders.  In Acts 20, Paul uses two different 

words for these men.  In 20:17, he uses the Greek word “presbyterous.”  This is a 

Greek word that actually had its origin in the Jew in the Jewish synagogue.  It 

referred to the older/aged men who were held in respect as leaders.  A 

Presbyterian was “an assembly of elderly/aged men.”  The Jews called this the 

Sanhedrin and the individuals in it were Sanhedrists.  In using these Greek 

terms, the New Testament authors were appealing to their Jewish audience in 

calling for order in the church.  In 20:28 he uses the term episkopous which is 

translated as an overseer here and as a bishop in Philippians 1:1; 1st Timothy 

3:2; Titus 1:7; 3:15 and 1st Peter 2:25.  The word itself means “superintendent, or 

general in charge.”  In Titus 1:5-7 Paul uses presbyterous, episkopous and 

oikonomon in his discussion of the elders, overseers or stewards.  Oikonomon 

means, “The manager of a household or estate.”  This is the term that Jesus uses 

in Luke 12:42 and 16:1,3 and 8 where it is translated as manager and later 

referred to as the servant (doulos) of the Master in Luke 12:45, 46 and 47.  

Finally, in Ephesians 4:11 Paul writes that Jesus has given the Church the 

apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers to equip the 

saints for ministry.  Shepherds is “poimenas” in the Greek and it means, “one 

who tends or pastors the sheep.”  This is where we get the term pastor.  When 

combined with the Greek word “didaskalous” or teacher we get the phrase /title 

shepherd-teacher.  Putting that into the context of 1st Timothy 5:17 which says, 

“Let elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those 

who labor in preaching and teaching.”  We see that teaching and preaching is a 

role of the elders.  Therefore, the pastor/shepherd-teacher must also be an elder.  

To sum up, an elder is called by the Holy Spirit to be a/an: 

 A)  Older (wise) man who serves as a leader. 

 B)  Superintendent or general in charge of the church. 

 C)  A manager or steward of God’s family/estate. 

 D)  A servant of God. 

 E)  A shepherd who leads the flock and teaches them. 

 F)  Elder, Bishop, Overseer, Steward, Shepherd and Teacher. 

It is a very high calling with very high expectations.  Please pray for your elders 

and teaching elder/pastor continually. 
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25. What challenges did Paul know were coming for the elders of Ephesus? 

Acts 20:29   -  ____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Acts 20:30   -  ____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. Why did Paul share this warning with the elders? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. To what two things did Paul commend the elders to?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. Why did Paul focus on the fact that he had never coveted anyone’s gold, 

silver or clothing?  (1st Timothy 6:10) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. Paul didn’t covet, but what did he point out that he did do and as a result, 

called on the Ephesian elders to do? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trivia Note:    Jesus’ quote, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” is not 

found in any of the four Gospels.  It is the only quote of Jesus found outside of 

the Gospels. 

 

30. How did the Ephesian elders respond to Paul’s words?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #20 

Chapter 21 

1. In our last study we saw that Paul wanted to go to Jerusalem and be 

there for Pentecost (20:16).  We also saw that he celebrated Passover in Philippi 

(20:6).  How much time is there between Passover and Pentecost? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

According to 20:6, how long did it take for Paul to get from Philippi to Troas?  

What did he do there? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

How much time did this leave for him to get to Jerusalem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Where did he go from Troas?  How much time would this take? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Using the map at the end of this lesson and the descriptions given in Chapter 

20:24-36, how many more days passed between Paul’s departure from Assos to 

his departure from Miletus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

How many days were left to get to Jerusalem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Notice the terms Luke uses in the opening verses of this chapter: “We came 

by a straight course, the next day, having found a ship crossing, went aboard and 

set sail.”  All of these indicate brevity and focus as they follow one after another.  

They boarded a ship and set sail from Patara to Tyre in southern Syria.  Using 

the map with the lesson and the description Luke gives in 21:3, what do you 

notice about the trip from Patara to Tyre?  What does this tell us? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. What did Paul do in Tyre? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Compare 19:21 with 21:4. What discrepancy do you notice?  How do we 

account for this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Who or what is an evangelist? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is meant by the phrase, “who was one of the seven?”  (6:3-6) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why would Philip be called an evangelist?  (8:5-6; 13; 26-40) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Who was Agabus?  (11:28) What message did he have for Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Compare your answer to #8 with your answer for #4.  Now look at verse 

12.  How did Paul’s companions react to the message of Agabus?  How did Paul 

react?  Was your answer to #4 consistent with this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. What was the final answer to these differing views? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Who was James?  All the elders? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What did Paul report to James and all the elders? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What other reports had been delivered to James and the elders concerning 

Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. How did the elders propose that Paul could clarify his position to the Jewish 

Christians in Jerusalem?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What was the significance of the men being able to shave their heads?  

(Numbers 6:13-18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What were the other requirements of a Nazirite vow?  (Numbers 6:1-12) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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17. What direction did/had the elders given to the Gentile believers? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What is sexual immorality? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Why would Paul voluntarily enter into the purification process with the 

four men?  (1st Corinthians 9:22; Romans 12:18) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

  

20. How long was the purification process? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. According to verse 27, who began to stir up the crowds in the temple?  

Why would they do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. Why did these people cry out, “Men of Israel, help!?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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23. What charges did these individuals bring or make against Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. How did the people in the temple react to these charges?  Why? Or what 

was their intent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Who or what was a tribune?  Cohort?  Centurion? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What do we learn about the Romans in verse 32?  (Note: Pay very careful 

attention to the words that Luke uses.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What do we learn about the Jews in verse 32? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. What did the tribune and the Romans do when they arrived at the place 

where Paul and the crowd were?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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29. Carefully read verse 37.  What did Paul do that caught the tribune by 

surprise?  Why did this surprise the tribune? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What did Paul mean when he said, “a citizen at no obscure city?”  Why 

was this important?  How did Paul use this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. Paul addressed the crowd in the Hebrew language.  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paul’s Third Missionary Trip 

 
 

 
 
 SDG – The Book of Acts - Lesson #20 – Map #1 
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Paul’s Third Missionary Trip 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SDG – The Book of Acts – Lesson #20 – Map #2 
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SDG – Lesson #21 

 

Chapter 22 & 23 

  

Chapter 21 ended with Paul being put in chains by the Roman Tribune because 

he seemed to be the cause of unrest both in and outside the temple.  After 

speaking to the Tribune in Greek and indicating that he was a Roman citizen, 

Paul asked for permission to address the crowd.  The Tribune gave him 

permission and Paul began to speak to the crowd in the Hebrew language. 

 

1.    What did Paul call his address to the people? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Word Study:                 Defense/Apologia 

  

When Paul made his “defense,” he used a very unique Greek word, apologia.  

Apologia is defined as, “to give a cogent explanation for one’s beliefs.”  So, an 

apologia is not an apology or saying I’m sorry, which is what it means in the 

English language.  Rather, it is a detailed explanation of what a person believes 

and how those beliefs are translated into or expressed in their actions and/or 

lifestyle.  Apologia is the root word for “apologetics.”  Christian apologetics is the 

clear explanation of the Christian faith.  Peter uses this same word in 1st Peter 

3:15 where he writes, “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always 

being prepared to make an “apologia”/defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.” 

 

 

2. What was the crowds’ initial reaction to Paul’s first words using the 

Hebrew language? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Language Study:  Hebrew/Aramaic 

 While Hebrew is the ancient language of the Jewish people, Aramaic is a 

close cousin to it.  Aramaic is the language of the descendants of Aram, the fifth 

son of Shem, Noah’s eldest son.  It became the imperial language of both the 

Assyrian and Babylonian empires and was used by the Persians for ruling the 

western provinces of their empire.  The influence of these conquering empires is 

clearly seen when we note that:  

 A)  Lengthy portions of Daniel were written in Aramaic 

 B)  Lengthy portions of Ezra were written in Aramaic 

C)  It appears that Aramaic was the predominant language in first 

century Palestine while Greek was the international language of trade and 

commerce. 

As a result, several translations and many footnotes say that Paul spoke to the 

crowd in Aramaic since this was the standard or common language of the 

Jewish/Hebrew at the time.  However, the Greek word that is used is the word 

for “Hebrew.”  Since Paul was speaking outside the temple in the undoubted 

presence of Pharisees, Scribes, Priests and Sadducees, the use of the ancient 

Hebrew language would have a tremendous impact.  It was the language of their 

scripture and known as “God’s language.”  What became of the Aramaic 

language?  Aramaic is almost a dead language though it is still used in some 

parts of Syria and Iraq.  It still remains the language of some Christian liturgies 

in these regions as well. 

  

3. What five characteristics of his background does Paul put forth in verse 3? 

  A – ________________________________________________ 

  B – ________________________________________________  

  C – ________________________________________________ 

  D – ________________________________________________ 

  E – ________________________________________________ 

 

4. How did Paul appeal to the people in verse 3? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What is the “this Way” that Paul mentions in verse 4? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What had Paul done with “this Way?”  Why did he do this?  What was his 

intent? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Compare Paul’s account of his conversion (vss. 6-11) with the account we 

previously studied in 9:1-9.  What new information do we find in this account? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is meant by the phrase, “A devout man, according to the Law?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was the message that God gave Ananias to share with Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Review Question – When did Paul return to Jerusalem? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Why would Paul’s trance/vision hold special importance to his audience?  

(Isaiah 6:1-6) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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12. What was the message of his trance?  (vs. 18) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. Why did this confuse Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What was God’s plan for Paul? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. How did the crowd respond to Paul’s revelation of God’s plan?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. How did the tribune respond to the crowds’ action?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What question did Paul ask of the centurion?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. How had the tribune become a citizen of Rome?  Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Since Paul was a Roman citizen, what new action did the tribune take? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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20. What is meant by all the council? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chapter 23 

21. What did Paul mean when he said that he had lived his life before God in 

all good conscience up to that day? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

22. The word for “strike” is not a simple verb.  It is the same word used for the 

soldiers beating of Christ.  It was a heavy, vicious blow to Paul’s mouth.  Why did 

the High Priest command this to be done? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What was whitewash?  Why was this an appropriate term in Paul’s rebuke 

of the high priest? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

24. What hypocrisy of the high priest and the council did Paul point out? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Paul said that he did not know that Ananias was the high priest.  Was 

this a lie?  Why or why not? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

 

26. How did Paul’s perception that some of the council were Pharisees and 

some were Sadducees effect his address to the council? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. What was the effect of Paul’s address? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

28. The Lord’s message to Paul in verse 11 sets the stage for the final chapters 

of Acts.  What did the Lord tell Paul that his mission was? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. In this message, how did the Lord refer to the Gospel message? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

30. What was the conspiracy that came from the council’s inability to deal 

with Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

31. What does the fact that the Sanhedrin went along with this conspiracy 

reveal about them? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32. How was Paul saved from this conspiracy? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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33. Compare the tribune’s address of the governor in verse 26 with Luke 1:4. 

What similarity do you notice?  What might this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34. What did the tribune reveal concerning the charges against Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

35. Consider your answer to the last question.  What was the real reason that 

the tribune sent Paul to Felix? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

36. Consider your last two answers and look back to verse 24.  What action or 

order had the tribune given that revealed his true beliefs concerning Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. Where was Antipatris?  What happened there?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

38.  Why did Felix ask what province Paul was from? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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STUDY NOTES: 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #22 

 

Chapter 24 & 25 

1. What is the phrase “and after days” referencing? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What were the three charges that the Jewish leaders leveled at Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What was missing from the charges brought against Paul?  What was the 

proposal that Tertullus put before Felix to cover for this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Note:  At this time you may want to read the article “Governor Felix” at the end 

of this lesson.  It explains the falsehoods in Tertullus’ political address to Felix 

is such flowery words.  It also may help to explain the actions of both the 

governor and the Jews from Jerusalem. 

 

4. What was Paul’s first point of defense before Felix?  How did he word it?  

Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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5. What is the significance of the Jews calling Christianity/The Way a sect? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What were the points of Paul’s confession? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why did Paul say he came to Jerusalem?  How does this relate to the 

charges against him? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How had the Jews found Paul?  How does this relate to the charges 

against him? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Where did Paul rightfully place the blame of the tumult in Jerusalem? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What was the one thing that Paul presented to Felix that the Jerusalem 

Jews had witnessed and might have been upset by? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Governor Felix “put them off.”  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why might Felix have had a “rather accurate knowledge of the way?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What was Felix’s decision regarding Paul’s imprisonment?  Why did he do 

this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Look carefully at what Paul spoke to Felix and Drusilla about.  What were 

the three areas of discussion?  Challenge!  Sum up these areas in one word!  

Why did Paul do this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What was Felix/s reaction to this message? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Why did Felix leave Paul in prison?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. Who was Porcius Festus? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 25 

18. Why would he go to Jerusalem after only three days in Caesarea? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

  

19. What did Jewish leaders want from Festus?  Why?  How did this differ 

from the events of 23:14-15? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. How did Festus respond to the request of a favor by the Sanhedrin?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. Festus stayed with the Jews for not more than 8 or 10 days.  Yet, when he 

got back to Caesarea he took his seat on the tribunal the very next day.  What 

was the rush? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. What was Paul’s three-part defense to the charges by the Jews? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What question did Festus ask Paul as a favor to the Jews?  What did 

Festus include in this question as a favor to Paul?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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24. How did Paul respond to this question?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

25. Who was Agrippa the king?  Bernice? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

26. What did Festus reveal to Herod concerning the charges that had been 

brought against Paul?  What is the significance of this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Why did Festus continue to hold Paul in prison?  (vss. 21 &26-27) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Governor Felix 

 

Felix was one of the Roman governors of Judea.  He was originally a slave, but 

became a freedman and was eventually promoted by Claudius Caesar, from 

whom he received the name of Claudius.  He is described by the historians 

Tacitus and Josephus as cruel, licentious, and base.  In Jerusalem, he married 

Drusilla, a sister of the younger Herod Agrippa, having enticed her from her 

second husband Azizus.  Felix served from A.D. 53 to 60.  In A. D. 60, he was 

recalled to Rome.  He left Paul in prison, in order to appease the Jews.  However, 

this did not work as the Jews filed many charges with Caesar against him.  He 

was brought to trial for his poor, corrupt administration practices, found guilty, 

and barely escaped through the intercession of his brother Pallas, another royal 

favorite.   

 

This is the governor Felix who heard the charges brought by Tertullus.  This is 

also the governor who Tertullus spoke so highly of in his opening address.  

Obviously, the Jews from Jerusalem understood the demeanor of the governor 

and thought that they could win his favor by extolling his non-existent virtues.  

Tertullus’ favorable claims are laid bare when two years later it was the Jews 

who complained to the emperor and were behind his recall and his brush with 

near execution. 

 

Likewise, Felix’s corrupt reputation is further validated by Luke when he records 

that Felix kept Paul in prison in hopes of receiving a bribe for his release.  The 

fact that Felix did this also reveals Paul’s innocence and the weakness of the 

charges brought against him by the Jews.  If Paul was in any way guilty, Felix 

would have most certainly executed him to gain favor with the Jews.  Thankfully, 

Paul was a Roman citizen who could have appealed any such order to Caesar 

which would have gotten Felix in deep trouble with the emperor even more 

quickly.  So, Felix kept an innocent man in jail in hopes of enriching himself.  All 

of this also explains why Felix was alarmed when He and Drusilla listened to 

Paul preach.  He knew he was guilty and after hearing Paul’s presentation of the 

whole Gospel found that, “It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.”  Hebrews 10:31 

 

 

SDG-Lesson #22-Governor Felix 
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SDG – Lesson # 23 

 

Chapter 26 

1. Read Acts 9:15 and draw a relation between it and 26:1. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the significance of Agrippa saying, “You have permission to speak 

for yourself” to Paul? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

. 

 

3. Answer check!  Review your answer to question #2.  How does it relate to 

Paul’s words, “I consider myself fortunate…?”  If it does not relate, you might 

want to re-consider your answer to question #2!  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was it about Agrippa that made Paul feel fortunate to speak to him? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Verses four and five are a short autobiography, by Paul.  What is the focus 

of this autobiography? Why focus on this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Why wouldn’t one of Paul’s accusers want to testify in relation to this focus? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. According to verse six, why was Paul on trial?  What is meant by this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What were the 12 tribes trying to obtain?  How? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

9. What did Paul find to be incredulous? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What did Paul reveal about himself in verse nine?  How does it relate to 

your last answer? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. According to verse 10, how far was Paul willing to take the 

action/conviction he revealed in verse nine? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How does verse 12 differ from verse 11?  Why would Paul include this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. Summarize Paul’s defense up to this point. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Why did Paul begin in this way? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What did Paul reveal about his trip to Damascus in verse 12?  Why is this 

important? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. Compare Paul’s description of his conversion to the one recorded in 9:1-1.  

What new information do we find in: 

Verse 13 - _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

         Verse 14 – _________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

Verses 16-18 – ______________________________________________________ 

 

17. What was Paul to be a witness to?  What does this mean? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. To whom was God sending Paul?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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19. How did Jesus describe the present state of the Gentiles?  What can we 

learn from this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. What would the Gentiles gain when they turned to Christ? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What does it mean to be “among those sanctified by faith?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

22. In the first third of Paul’s address to Agrippa he described his loyalty to 

and acceptance by the Jewish religious authorities.  In the second third Paul 

described his meeting with Christ.  This meeting serves as the mid-point or 

fulcrum in Paul’s spiritual life.  What challenge did this meeting present to 

Paul?  How did he deal with it?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What were the three components of Paul’s message to the Gentiles?                                    

(vs. 20) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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24. What did Paul say was the reason for the Jews seizing him in the temple?  

Why did Paul present it in this way? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

25. What did the prophets and Moses (The Law/Torah) say would come to pass? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

26. Paul had to stop after his summary of the Law and the prophets.  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

27. Verses 25-29 should be required reading or every Christian.  We have been 

given the Great Commission by Christ Himself just as Paul was called by Christ 

Himself.  Notice how Paul deals with his situation and focuses on bringing the 

truth to those listening. 

 A)  How did he respond to Festus? Why?  (1st Peter 3:15) 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 B)  What did he say about Agrippa?  (vs. 26) 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 C)  What did he say about Agrippa?  Ask of him?  (vs. 27) 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

 D)  What did Agrippa clearly understand?  (vs.28) 

 ___________________________________________________________________ 

 E)  What was Paul’s ultimate desire? 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 



 

106 
 

SDG – THE BOOK OF ACTS  PT II 

 

28. What was the final response of Festus, Agrippa and Bernice to Paul’s 

defense? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

29. Explain Agrippa’s statement, “This man could have been set free if he had 

not appealed to Caesar.”  (Keep in mind 25:26-27) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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SDG – Lesson #24 

 

Chapter 27 

1. Note the use of pronoun “we.”  When was the last time that this pronoun 

was used?  Why would there be such a gap? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

2. “Some other prisoners” were on the ship with Paul.  Why would these 

prisoners be going to Rome? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Who else joined Paul and Luke for the journey?  What do we know about 

him?  (19:29; 20:4; Col. 4:10) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is “the Fast” that is referred to in verse 6?  What time of year would 

this make it? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What impact did this timing have on Paul’s trip? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. What do we know about the ship that Paul was on at this time?  How 

might that have influenced the decision of the captain? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. What was Paul’s advice concerning this decision?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. How was this decision eventually made? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Verses 13-38 chronicle the events that took place when the boat was 

caught in a storm.  What led the sailors to believe that they could make a safe 

journey to the harbor of Phoenix on the island of Crete? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What safety precaution was taken as they set sail? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Why didn’t this safety precaution work? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is meant by the phrase, “we gave way to it?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What safety measures were taken to try to save the ship? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How long did the storm last? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Why would or how would the sailors suspect that they were nearing land?  

(Remember, this occurred at midnight and since it was cloudy, there was no 

light from the moon or stars.) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did the crew do to confirm this suspicion? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did they do when their suspicion was confirmed?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. During all of these physical events, there was one spiritual event.  What 

was it? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. In spite of Paul’s message, what did the crew try to do? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. How did Paul deal with the crew’s action? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Consider what Paul said, what was the real issue Paul was dealing with?              

(vss. 23-25 may help with this challenging question.) 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How was this real issue addressed? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. What did Paul tell everyone to do?  What promise did he make to them?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. What did the sailors see when the new day arrived? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

15. What did they do when they saw this?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

16. What got in the way of the sailors’ plan? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. How did the soldiers react to this turn of events?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

18. What stopped the soldiers from carrying out their plan?  Why was this 

done? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. Everyone was saved!  How many people were on this ship?  How were 

they saved? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Paul’s Journey to Rome 
 

 
 

SDG – Lesson #24 – Acts Chapter 27 Map 
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SDG – Lesson #25 

 

Chapter 28 

1. Where did the ship land?  Where is this? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is a viper? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. How did the native people respond to the sight of the viper hanging from 

Paul’s hand?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What was Paul’s response to the viper bite and the people’s reaction?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How did the people react to Paul’s response?  To the outcome? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Chapter 28 is filled with examples of God’s providence; it is provision for 

His people according to His will.  The first was His use of the northeaster to drive 

them due west for 14 days to Malta which was on the trade route to Rome.  

Normally, a northeaster would drive a boat to northern Africa.  How do we see 

God’s providence while Paul was in Malta? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Historical Note:   Fever and Dysentery 

 The sickness that Luke records matches the symptoms of what has been 

called Malta fever.  It was common in the Mediterranean islands.  The fever 

lasted about four months but could last up to three years.  It was later discovered 

that the disease came from a bacteria in the milk of Maltese goats. 

 

7. How long did Paul and his shipmates stay in Malta? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. What kind of ship did they pick up in Malta?  What is meant by the “twin 

gods as a figurehead?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. What did Paul and his companions find in Puteoli?  How is God’s providence 

seen in Puteoli? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. What did the Christian brothers in Rome do when they heard that Paul 

was on his way to Rome? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. How did Paul react to seeing these Christian brothers?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. What special provision was given to Paul in Rome? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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13. What is meant by the local leaders of the Jews? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. What was Paul’s first point to these leaders?  (17a) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His second point?  (17b) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His third point?  (18) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His fourth point?  (19a) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His fifth point?  (19b) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His sixth point?  (19c) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 His seventh point?  (20) 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

  

15. What is meant by “the hope of Israel.” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  

16. What good news did Paul hear from the Jewish leaders in Rome?  (vs. 21) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

17. What did the Jewish leaders want Paul to elaborate on?  Why? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
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18. Review Question – What is meant by “the kingdom of God?” 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

19. What was Paul’s goal in speaking to the Jewish leaders?  How did he do 

this?  How much time did he take? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

20. How was Paul’s message received? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

21. What statement did Paul make that ended the discussion?  Where is this 

statement found?  What was/is the message of this statement? 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

22. What was Paul’s final message to the leaders?  (vs. 28) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

23. What do we learn about Paul’s time in Rome? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

What happened after Paul’s time in Rome?  

  

Church history records that he was released and traveled west to Spain, 

preaching the whole way.  This was his desire (Romans 15:24).  Paul was later 

arrested again and eventually martyred for his faith. 

 

 

 


