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Allow me to provide some highlights and reminders for May of 2021. 
 
BCM Day in the Church is an emphasis association-wide to help raise 
funds for the new BCM building which is so desperately needed.  This 
vital ministry has been doing the work of ministry on the campus of 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University for the last 4 1/2 years  
without a building to call home.  See the brochure in this newsletter or 
talk to your pastor about this opportunity. 
 
Simply Equipped for Students is coming up on May 12th.  This is an 
event aimed at worship through music, worship through Biblical 
preaching, and worship through preparation for sharing the gospel by 
using of the 3 Circles model.  Please encourage your youth/college 
leaders to bring a group to First Baptist in Durant on May 12th at 6:00 
p.m.  For more information please feel free to call the associational 
office. 
 
Associational Children’s Camp will be convening at Falls Creek this 
year.  Dates for Session 1 are the evening of May 30 through the  
morning of June 2.  Session 2 will follow from the evening of June 2 
through the morning of June 5. See the information in this newsletter 
for details and contact information. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be getting started soon.  I would remind us 
of the fact that VBS is still one of the most effective means for reaching 
children with the message of salvation by faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Please take time each day to lift these in prayer each day. 
 
Tim 
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Grace Indian Baptist Church will be 

having a revival  May 3-5. Woody 

Wilson will be the Preacher.  You 

can contact the BBA for more  

information.  

First Baptist Church, Caddo is  

having a Baccalaureate Service for 

the Caddo H.S. Seniors on May 2nd 

@ 6:00 p.m. Pastor Shane Meshaya 

from Armstrong FBC will be the 

speaker. 

First Baptist Church Durant will be 

hosting the Youth evangelism event 

Simply Equipped on : 

Wednesday, May 12th  

@ 6:30 p.m. 

<<<<     check it out! 

Armstrong Baptist Church is  
seeking a: Bi-Vocational Music  
Minister. 
Send resume to: 
PO Box 1306  
Durant, OK 74702 
rickcampo62@gmail.com 
 
 
Silo Baptist Church is seeking  
a Part-Time Youth Pastor.  
Send resumes to: 
silopastor@yahoo.com  
 

Grace Baptist is seeking a Bi-Vo 
Youth Pastor.   
Send resumes to: 
lifeplus@simplynet.net 

FBC Bokchito is seeking a Bi-Vo 
Pastor.   
Send resumes to: 
Ryan White 
508 S. Walker St.  
Bokchito, OK 74726 
ryanwhite0710@gmail.com 
903-818-6069 

FBC Cartwright is seeking a  
Bi-Vocational Student minister &  
a Bi- Vocational Music Minister.  
Send resumes to: 
FBC Cartwright P.O. Box 264  
Cartwright, Oklahoma 74731  
tkp74733@gmail.com 

Does your church have 

any upcoming events or  

announcements you 

want to share? If so,  

contact the BBA Office to 

let us know! Thank you! 

Psalm 128:1–2 

How blessed is everyone who 

fears the Lord, Who walks in 

His ways. When you shall eat 

of the fruit of your hands, You 

will be happy and it will be 

well with you.  

Check out our Facebook @  

https://www.facebook.com/

BryanBaptistAssociation/ 

 

Check out our Website @ 

http://bbaok.com/ 
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 What a blessing it is to be writing to you about ‘Who are Those Crazy  
Etheredges?’ It’s been such a great journey and we are thrilled to share it. 
 Jarred and I (Megan), have been married since 2004, born and raised in the 
Texas panhandle. We have two girls, Allie and Jadyn, and two boys, Slade and 
Christopher. Before we truly met Jesus in 2010, we had lived as any regular  
American. We were both brought up in church and was baptized but took a very 
sharp turn in our teenage years away from God and into the world. When we were 
married, our life was to work and work towards more money and title. But once we 
surrendered our heart to the Lord, God did many amazing gradual changes in us. 
We didn’t know at that time what it meant to fully surrender our LIFE, but only our 
hearts. But it was a growing phase and we were taking baby steps with God. 
 In 2012 at our home church, Calvary Baptist in Pampa TX, Jarred was 
asked to be the interim Children’s Director and later became the Children’s Minister 
as our interests in children’s ministry had greatly grown. We also helped run an  
outdoor camp for unreached or fatherless children for many years. Through these, 
God began to reveal that He wanted us to make His work our life, though we didn’t 
have all the details yet. Jarred had heard God’s voice in many ways showing him 
what He wanted us to do, but I was not quite on the same deck yet. Jarred patiently 
prayed and waited for the confirmation that God would bring through me. 
 Now, I did not know this, but for two years God had been laying children of 
Africa on Jarred’s heart. I was attending a bible study group and one night after it 
had ended I returned home with tears in my eyes having driven the whole way home 
fighting with God over what He had just revealed to me, as it was not my desire. I 
walked in and told Jarred, “I think God wants us to move to Africa…” and I left it 
there. Jarred looked deep at me and said, “We gotta talk!” God had just confirmed 
our call! The next few months seemed to pass so quickly as God put things in place. 
We sold our home and vehicles, gave away or sold ALL our belongings, and lived in 
an RV while we waited on God to show us His direction. We continued to pray and 
one day God brought a mutual friend who told us about a trip he had taken to South 

Continued on page 4... 

Where is  

South Africa? 

You guessed it, it is the  

southernmost country in  

Africa! 

South Africa has a diverse 

population with many 

ethnicities and beliefs.  

In Johannesburg,  there 

are estimated over 200 

languages spoken and 

each represents a different 

people group and culture.  

There are “Christian” 

denominations present 

that do not preach Jesus 

at all, worship the dead, 

and have human sacrifice 

once a year at Easter.  

It is estimated that Bible  

believing evangelical 

Christians make up less 

than 10% of the   

population.  

In the Etheredge’s church 

alone there are 10  

cultures present (around 

100 members). 
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Africa and the need for children’s ministry there. After a few more meetings and  
arrangements we flew to South Africa in February of 2014 to see the work and meet 
the mission staff. While on this trip God confirmed our call to Johannesburg, South 
Africa to work with a mission organization called Gospel Outreach, and we moved 
our family to South Africa in November of 2014! During our initial visit we had an 
interview type meeting with the founder and director of Gospel Outreach. Through 
that meeting we found out that during the same period of time we were praying for 
where God wanted us to serve His children, Gospel Outreach had been praying for 
children leaders and trainers! God is so good. 
 Ministry here in South Africa has had its many ups and downs over the 
years but God has always been faithful. Gospel Outreach has ministries in other 
countries as well which has allowed Jarred to also minister and train in Malawi, 
Mozambique, the Philippines and India. We have over the years in South Africa 
been blessed to serve and minister to thousands of children and adults. God has  
expanded our calling to also train and teach Biblical discipleship principals using 
agriculture as a practical application. We have had to learn so much in dealing with 
the diverse cultures present in Johannesburg. It is estimated in this city alone that 
over 200 languages are spoken due to the amount of different nationalities  
represented here. Our greatest obstacles however do not come from the language 
barriers but from the spiritual bondage brought on by ancestral cultural practices 
and an always present tribal view of what is referred to as “Colonizer Christianity”. 
 Covid has brought drastic changes into the means and strategies we once 
used in ministry. We have been under some level of lockdown for over a year though 
currently we are once again able to hold in person meetings. We have had to adapt 
to new ways of ministry using social media as a main platform in place of teaching 
in schools and in the agricultural fields but even through this God has continued to 
bring people to Himself. Thankfully with easing lockdown regulations we are able to 
begin planning upcoming trainings and outreaches once again. 
 
In His Love and Service,  
Jarred & Megan Etheredge 
 

 
For more information about the Etheredge family and their ministry you can contact 
the BBA office! 
 
For information about their organization please visit the Gospel Outreach website 
@ https://gospeloutreach.co.za/ 

...continued Please Pray: 

• They would be able to 

equip believers to have 

boldness to go forward 

with the Gospel to their 

city. 

• The unbelievers would be 

willing to listen and hear 

the truth. 

• Families would trust the 

church to love and pour 

into their children. 

• People would  be  

interested in learning from 

the agriculture ministry. 

• The government would 

ease up on the level of 

lockdown to allow  

meetings. 

• The health of the  

Etheredge family  and 

church during the  

pandemic. 

• Other Gospel Outreach 

ministries in Malawi, 

Mozambique, Philippines, 

and in India.  

• To protect the church and 

workers involved in  

 Gospel Outreach as they 

share their faith. 

• Pray for the  spiritual life 

of Etheredge family, that 

they would feel strength 

from the Lord. 

• The people who are stuck 

in spiritual bondage and 

have no hope. 

 

Please continue to pray for 

South Africa and the  

Etheredge family’s ministry! 
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Jack Adams 

(member, Calvary 

Baptist Church) has 

created a t-shirt that 

he hopes will be  

useful in sharing the 

Gospel.  Shirts read 

“Ask Me About   

Jesus” and come in a 

variety of colors and 

styles.  These shirts 

are available for   

purchase through 

Texoma Engraving.  

If you are interested 

in ordering, contact:  

 

Susan Chalk. 

texomaengraving@ 

gmail.com 

580-775-7333 

 

Short Sleeve - $8 

Long Sleeve - $11 

Sweatshirt - $13 

Hoodie - $19 

Caps $13 

 I was privileged to baptize two new believers a short time ago. Today one of 
those, who is a twenty year old young lady sent me an inquiry regarding prayer. I 
want to share this with you because I think it is relevant to many people coming to 
our churches every week. Here it is: "I know God is real, He has helped me so much, 
but I don't pray all the time. Is believing and knowing Him as my God enough or do 
I have to pray in order to truly know Him? I pray when I know someone is sick or 
something like that and for myself too, but I don't want to seem selfish. So, if I don't 
have someone else to pray for on that day, I don't pray at all, but I love God and 
know He is capable of anything, but do I have to pray daily in order to go to  
heaven?" I understand that many of us have a lot to learn about prayer, just as the 
disciples did, because they asked the Lord Jesus how to pray. I am thankful this 
young lady has the desire to learn more about prayer and her walk with the Lord. 
Perhaps there are many sitting in our churches, or even reading this article that need 
to be involved in a more dedicated prayer life. May we all have a desire, a compelling 
draw to be more dedicated in our prayer life and dig deep to learn more about  
prayer. Blessings!  

 
In His Grip,  
Bro. Anthony  Williams 
Pastor, Grace Baptist Church  

 Happy Spring from LTBRM! We are getting calls and reservations almost 
daily from groups who want to lodge at our camp.  It is gearing up to be the  
busiest year in quite some time. In the month of May we will welcome a church 
men's retreat, a family reunion, and an Hispanic youth church camp. For more  
information about the Hispanic camp, contact Alejo or Heather Benito at   
Streetman Road Baptist Church. If your group is interested in learning more about 
our camp, contact Monty at 580-916-8579 or Tammy at 580-775-8889. The  
calendar for June and July is almost full. 

The Wood Family 
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A View of the Association 

 Philippians 2:1-4, “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of 

the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one  

accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 

better than themselves.4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.” (KJV) 

 Psalms 133:1, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (KJV) 

 I grew up attending an Independent Baptist Church. I thank God for the gospel being preached and the  

biblical discipling I received there. Our mission support was done individually for each missionary supported 

through the church, and the church was totally autonomous. When I say autonomous, I mean they stood alone. 

There was no convention and no association. There was a loose knit fellowship of churches that might agree to go to 

summer camp together but little to no support when there were problems that arose. There were no joint ministries 

nor joining together for fellowship. I don’t remember any joint mission trips or annual meetings. Very few times were 

there joint prayer request made for other churches needs or hurts. Encouragement came from within, or it did not 

come at all! 

 When I became a Southern Baptist, the concept of an Association was new to me. I found that it was a  

conduit of continuous fellowship with churches of like doctrine and purpose. As a pastor it has afforded me an  

opportunity to develop relationships with other pastors who have not only become great friends but mentors and 

encouragers in the faith. Through Associational meetings I have acquired friendship with countless lay people. It is 

always a pleasure to run across them at Wal Mart or a convenience store and share a greeting and even prayer with 

someone that feels like a part of God’s family. 

 The Association also allows us all to cooperate in something bigger than ourselves. I have had the privilege to 

pray for folks I would never have known outside the Association. I have also had those that prayed for me and for my  

family that were informed of a need across Associational boundaries. In addition, the church that I pastor has been 

strengthened and encouraged through its participation in the Association, all while maintaining an autonomous 

identity from any hierarchy outside the local church. All our participation with the association is volunteer. We 

choose to do, or not to do any activity or program prescribed by it. The Association exist for our benefit and for the 

benefit and furtherance of The Kingdom. 

 Then there is the Director of Missions. (D.O.M.) In truth he is The Director of THE Mission. He keeps us 

informed of convention events and news. He reaches out with material that will help us in our duties as a church. He 

visits our churches and moderates through difficulties when asked. He supplies and organizes training events for all 

the churches. He is available to fill the pulpits of the association when called upon to do so. He is the overseer to the 

many committees and groups that govern and organize our structure as an association of churches. He is an  

“Up-keeper of Falls Creek Cabins and the Association Offices. In addition, he is the planner of joint mission trips and 

various joint ministries being done through our Association. He is a pastor to the pastors and a friend to all! …and we 

have the best! 

 As someone who has seen both sides of the spectrum, I appreciate what the Association brings to the table. 

My life is fuller, and the Kingdom of God is stronger because of the Bryan Baptist Association! Thank you for letting 

me be a part! 

 

In Christ, 

Bro. Darel Bunch 

Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church 
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Ask your Pastor about how you can support our local BCM  

and how to be a part of  this new building project! 
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Block Party Trailer………………………………. 

Carrell Hooper Missions ………………40.00 

Disaster Relief Trailer…………………..80.00 

Falls Creek …………………………….5,000.00 

Great Physicians Pharmacy ………1,215.00 

Senior Adult Roadrunners…………………….. 

Vacation Bible School…………………………… 

Achille, Community…………………………….. 

Achille, First………………………………………. 

Albany………………………………………………. 

Albany, RRVCC ………………………………….. 

Armstrong………………………………..949.98 

Bennington……………………………….548.00 

Blue ………………………………………..127.00 

Bokchito, Faith …………………………199.34 

Bokchito, First…………………………..422.31 

Bokchito, Reynolds Chapel………….492.84 

Brown ……………………………………….32.25 

Bushnell …………………………………..309.00 

Caddo, Blue River Fellowship………………. 

Caddo, First………………………………404.00 

Calera ……………………………………..305.30 

Cartwright…………………………………………. 

Cobb…………………………………………………. 

Colbert……………………………………..500.00 

Durant, Calvary ……………………..1,613.79 

Durant, Fairview ……………………….543.52 

Durant, First ………………………….1,394.47 

Durant, Grace ………………………..2,173.50 

Durant, LakePoint Community……………… 

Durant, Stonecreek ……………………180.74 

Durant, Sunset View…………..……………….. 

Durant, Western Meadows…..………………. 

Hendrix ……………………………………..97.50 

Kemp………………………………………………… 

Kenefic…………………………………..…382.56 

Mead………………………………..…..1,314.59 

Mead, Emmanuel…………..………….320.91 

Mead, Streetman Road…………………………. 

Platter ………………………………..……..40.00 

Roberta…………………………………….505.10 

Robinson………………………………….219.60 

Silo …………………………..…………….384.76 

Utica …………………………..…………..362.79 

Wade ……………………………..…………50.00 

Yuba……………………………..…………185.00 

Other Income…………………………….229.17 

Total March Income……………………………………………………………………………14,288.02 

Monthly Budget Needs.……………………………………………………………………….10,146.67 

**These totals reflect amounts received March 1-31, 2021.   

Monies received after the 31st will be shown in the April totals. 
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Visit the ACC website   >>     https://www.accok.org/ 

The dates for ACC this year are : 

 

Session 1: May 30th - June 2nd 

 

Session 2: June 2nd - June 5th 

The Bryan Baptist Association’s Associational week will be Session 1 (May 

30-June 2). If your church would like to attend with our association please 

contact the BBA office for more information. We need to get the totals of 

campers and sponsors as soon as possible to plan for the food and such. 

Thanks, MaRisa! 
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Senior Adults!  

 

Have you stopped to think what they mean to us and our Lord?  They are the ones 

that have been here for years.   They have brought the church to be what it is. They 

have set an example of faithfulness.   They above all still desire to be in church  

supporting it in all it's endeavors. Yet because of age and illnesses, they have become 

unable. And now tragically we are too often overlooking them. Let's not allow them 

to become the forgotten, overlooked part of the church. Remember them!   

Encourage, call, send a note. Tell 

them "Thank you" and that they are 

appreciated and loved for their  

faithfulness to the Lord and our 

church!  

Bro. Kerry Groce 

Pastor, Mead Baptist Church 

1914 Magnolia Street  
(Old E.Hwy.70) 

Senior Adult Sunday is 

on May 2nd.  
Do you have any Senior 

Adults in your church that 

you feel like you have been 

called to serve? That need  

encouragement? That need 

company? That need your 

prayer? 

Our Senior Adults desire 

friendships, need biblical  

accountability and want to 

serve others with the gifts the 

Lord has given them. They 

want to teach and be used by 

the Lord.  

So, go ahead and check in 

with the senior adults in your 

church… You may make their 

day or week! 
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Birthdays 

Tommy & Jennifer Green 

5/13/2005 

Philip & Neta Wesley 

5/22/1981 

Alejo & Heather Benito 

5/24/1997 

Mack & Shirley Chambers 

5/25/1958 

Ray & Amy Earley 

5/31/1996 

5/10/2017 - Steven Harris 

5/12/2019 - Jake Dingler 

5/21/2006 - Bill Ledbetter 

Wedding  

Anniversaries 

Ministry  

Anniversaries 

5/3  - Susan Hodson 

5/16 - Doris Templeton 

5/18 - Cindy Burns 

5/20 - Clark Harp 

5/23 - Bruce McLaughlin 

5/23 - Betty Welch 

5/29 - Joan Williams 

5/31 - Charles Loyd 

From The May 2001 Challenger  
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Website: bbaok.com     Phone:  580-924-2351 

Tim@bbaok.com                   office@bbaok.com 

Mailing:        P.O. Box 970  Durant, OK 74702 
 

Director of Missions………………….Tim Bowen 

Admin. Assistant………………..MaRisa Dingler 

Moderator…………………………….Monty Wood 

Vice-Moderator…………………..Michael Moody 

Clerk………………………………….Jessie Hopkins 

Treasurer……………………………Dianne Horton 

Office Hours:             Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30                      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3 4   Pastor/Staff  

Conference  
 

(Stuart Tilley / Ken 

Bartholomew) 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 11   Pastor/Staff 

Conference  
 

(Cole Newton / 

Acra Turner) 

12 13 14 15 

16 17 18   Pastor/Staff 

Conference  
 

(Troy Phillips / 

Gary McLarry) 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25    26 27 28 29 

30 31      
We love to have your church’s events in the Challenger. If your church has any  

announcements or news you would like to be included in the Challenger, please contact 

the BBA office before the 20th of the month. 

Senior Adult Luncheons 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Roadrunners’ Luncheons 

have been postponed until further notice.  Stay Safe! 

National 

Day of 

Prayer 

Senior Adult 

Sunday 

Camp Perfect 

Wings has been 

Cancelled for 2021 

ACC Session 1 

May 30 - June 2 

Mother’s Day! Ascension Day 

Armed 
Forces 
Day 

Memorial Day 

Falls Creek 
Work Day 


