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MARCH 2021 

From the Desk of the DOM: 

 Do you remember when some products would be boldly 

stamped as “one size fits all”? In my experience the product rarely fit 

me at all and even more rarely fit me well. Perhaps that is at least one 

reason why it is much more popular today to designate such items as 

“one size fits most”! 

 Sadly, evangelism presentations have been structured in just 

such a manner with much the same results. While they work for some, 

many others struggle with a bad fit. The result is little to no use and 

the gospel is not shared as it needs to be. 

 This is why Bryan Baptist Association is offering the opportunity 

to be trained in a simple, natural, and easy to use means of sharing 

the good news of Jesus in conversations. The tool to be shared is 

called The Three Circles and the training events are called Simply 

Equipped. It will be hosted by Calvary Baptist in Durant, on April 12th 

at 6:00 p.m.  

 Simply Equipped will also have an event geared towards our youth! It will be hosted by 

FBC Durant, on May 12th at 6:00 p.m. More details will be available soon. 

To Gods Glory, Tim 

Inside this issue: 

Church news…………………………………………………………..…..…2 

Ministry Updates………………………………………………….…….…..3-7 

March Emphasis……………………………………………………………...8 

Financial Reports……………………………………………………………..9 

Birthdays & Anniversaries…………………………………………………….11 

Calendar……………………...……………………………………………..12 

 

Calvary Baptist, Durant 

4 - 1 2 - 2 0 2 1 
@ 6 : 0 0 P.M. 

 

Please watch our Facebook and  

Website for more information as 

we grow closer to the date. 
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Grace Baptist is seeking a Bi-Vo Youth Pastor.   

Send resumes to: 

lifeplus@simplynet.net 

 

FBC Bokchito is seeking a Bi-Vo Pastor.   

Send resumes to: 

Ryan White 

508 S. Walker St. Bokchito, OK 74726 

ryanwhite0710@gmail.com 

903-818-6069 

 

Silo Baptist Church is seeking a Part-Time Youth Pastor.  

Send resumes to: 

silopastor@yahoo.com  

 

FBC Cartwright is seeking a Bi-Vocational Student minister & a  

Bi- Vocational Music Minister.  

Send resumes to: 

FBC Cartwright P.O. Box 264 Cartwright, Oklahoma 74731 

tkp74733@gmail.com 

Romans 10:14-15           14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? 
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they 
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  

Announcements & Church Events 

Ministry Opportunities 

Grace Baptist Church in Durant is having a Revival. It will be held 

on March 28 - April 2 with Paul and Vanessa Cherry, services will 

start at 6:00.  

Calvary Baptist Church in Durant, 

will be hosting Simply Equipped  

on April 12th  @ 6 p.m.  

& FBC Durant will host one for 

our youth on May 12th @ 6 p.m. 

More information to come online! 

Does your church 

have any upcoming 

events or  

announcements you 

want to share? If so, 

contact the BBA  

Office to let us know! 
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Hello Bryan County! We are the McMillan Family (formerly from Durant), serving 
with the International Mission Board (IMB) in Berlin, Germany, as church planters. Since 
mid-November when Germany moved into a full lock-down, ministry in Berlin has required 
a lot of creativity. We have spent countless hours helping our kids through online school, 
meeting with our local church online for Bible study and prayer, studying German, doing 
one-on-one discipleship, and investing lots of time with a few families that live in our  
building. It has not been easy, but we do see that God is still at work, even through a  
pandemic.  

In the last month, God has brought a new young lady to our church who is  
passionate about prayer and discipleship! We have also had the opportunity to share pieces 
of the Gospel with a guy from Ryan’s Flag Football Team and a family that we love, the  
M-family. At the birth of their son, we were able to give them a family Bible. We would love 
for you to join us in praying for T, L, and T from Ryan’s Football Team, the M-family, and 
for our whole church to catch the vision of making-disciples. 

We expect Germany to begin easing the lock-down restrictions in March, and we 
would love for you to pray that we may have many new opportunities to share the Gospel. 
Additionally, our family will be transitioning back to the USA at the end of June for a year 
assignment. We will be living in Southern Oklahoma and would love to connect with as 
many churches and families in Bryan County as we can! If you or someone from your 
Church would like to send us a letter and or an email you can reach us at either:  
rmcmillan18@gmail.com or… 

 

McMillan Family 

Rudolf-Reusch Str. 23e 

10367 Berlin 

Deutschland 
 

The McMillan Family 
 Serving in Berlin Germany 

Missionary & Church Planter Updates 

Then he said to his  
disciples, “The harvest is 
abundant, but the workers 
are few. Therefore, pray to 
the Lord of the harvest to 
send out workers into his 

harvest.”  
 

Matthew 9:37-38 

Where is 

Berlin? 

REMEMBER TO PRAY 

FOR: 
 

•The families that the  

McMillan’s come in contact 

with daily 

•Their church to catch on to 

Jesus’ command to make  

disciples 

•Safety as Germany  eases 

lockdown restrictions 

•The McMillan family as they 

transition back to the United 

States for a year assignment 

Berlin is in Eastern  

Germany, where the  

population is predominantly 

Atheist and non-religious. 

mailto:rmcmillan18@gmail.com


4 

 

BBA Prayer Ministry 
 As I write this article, we have started several days of unusual colder weather with sleet and snow possible. 

This colder weather brings up the question, why do born-again believers cool off in our relationship with the Lord, 

which in turn affects our prayer life. Following is a list of possibilities of why we cool off and omit praying as we 

should. 1. When we refuse to listen to the Lord we will cool off in our prayer life and our walk with Him. 2. We would 

have to include self-reliance as a reason for us cooling off in our walk and passion for the Lord and His Kingdom. 

Many people are intoxicated with unbroken success and have become too self-sufficient as President Lincoln once 

said. 3. Replacing or substituting God with other things can lead to cooling off. How many of us have crammed our  

schedules with so much stuff that we don't have time for prayer. 4. Certainly rebellion and rejecting the Word of God 

will cool down our love and passion for the Lord and prayer. Rebellion makes us forget who is in charge.  

5. Reckoning God and His Blessings as unimportant or precious in our lives will lead us to cool off. So many  

Christians become focused on problems, trials, and so forth that we fail to count the blessings we receive everyday. 

This results in cold hearts and a weak memory. It is the kind of attitude that gets people out of church and causes 

them to be selfish and bitter. 6. No review, practice or reminders of the truths of God's Word lead to cooling off in 

our relationship with the Lord and our prayer life. When we forget about God's promises and live by faith in those 

promises we cool off. 7. The distractions we have from evil influences and everyday living can lead to cooling off  

toward the Lord and our prayers to Him. The influence of the wrong crowd and deceptions of false information will 

lead us astray. We must be careful what we view on TV, movies, internet as well as what we hear in regards to talk 

show host, music we listen too, games we play and so on, because all will influence us in one way or the other. So, 

as we gather around our heaters, fire places, and so forth during this cold spell, let us also have a life style of getting 

alone with the Lord in our Bible Study and Prayer time warming up to Him, so we will not cool off toward Him and 

our service to Him. And friends, don't forget your local church during this pandemic.  

 

In His Grip,  Bro. Anthony  

I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer.   Psalm 17:6   

Lake Life 

Greetings from LTBRM! We made it through the winter storm of 2021 with no 

burst pipes in any of our buildings and we only lost power for one evening. 

We know others did not fair so well and we pray everything is now back to 

'normal' as we welcome warmer temperatures. We enjoyed seeing the  

beautiful blanket of snow on the grounds. It is not very often that we are able 

to view the landscape of the beach and snow all at the same time.  We pray 

for numerous guests to come in 2021 to enjoy the camp, be ministered to, 

and minister to others. We were excited to receive another reservation this 

week for a ladies retreat with a church from Bryan County. They plan to be 

here in April.  There are still plenty of open dates on the calendar and we 

would love to have your group to be our guests. 

-Tammy Wood on behalf of the Wood family. 
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Jack Adams 

(member, Calvary 

Baptist Church) has 

created a t-shirt that 

he hopes will be  

useful in sharing the 

Gospel.  Shirts read 

“Ask Me About  

Jesus” and come in a 

variety of colors and 

styles.  These shirts 

are available for  

purchase through 

Texoma Engraving.  If 

you are interested in 

ordering, contact  

Susan Chalk. 

texomaengraving@ 

gmail.com 

580-775-7333 
 

Short Sleeve - $8 

Long Sleeve - $11 

Sweatshirt - $13 

Hoodie - $19 

Caps $13 

T-shirts you can order! 

  After dodging the Covid-19 bullet for 11 months, I had finally tested  

positive. It would mean I would be down for a couple weeks in the early part of the 

Spring semester. In college ministry, a lot can happen within the context of two 

weeks, especially early in a semester. Days are filled with meetings as you hope to 

meet new students and connect them to Jesus and other believing students. The 

thought of missing two weeks of such meetings was discouraging to say the least. 

The winter storm wouldn't help my discouragement as my quarantine was  

effectively lengthened by a week due to school being canceled because of poor 

road conditions. While I was thankful for the time with my family, my thoughts 

would drift to the new students I had met and planned to follow up with before my 

quarantine. Would I get a chance to meet-up with them like I had hoped? Had I 

missed my chance to connect them to one of our student leaders? These thoughts 

were heavy on my mind this morning as I returned to the office for the first time in 

3 weeks. During my first meeting with one of our leaders, we talked about what I 

had missed in the weeks since I was able to meet in-person. He revealed to me 

that he had the chance to meet with a new student and share the gospel the  

previous week. It turns out it was a student that I had intended to meet with before 

Covid!  

 This served to remind me of something the Lord has to re-teach me from 

time to time: We are replaceable kingdom workers who have the privilege of  

raising up kingdom replacements. We are beautifully replaceable. No one is  

irreplaceable in Kingdom work outside of God himself. This is not to say that we 

are not uniquely created and spiritually gifted, but that church history proves that 

no matter the influence of an individual for the gospel, when that individual moves 

on or passes away, the work continues because the Lord who calls workers and 

supplies the power never wearies. The Lord has designed kingdom work in such a 

way that we all get to play a hand in raising up our replacements. Even if we don’t 

get to influence the person who takes our specific role when we’re gone, we are 

raising up someone’s replacement when we make disciples of Jesus. This principal 

is conveyed by Paul as he writes his second letter to Timothy: And the things you 

have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people 

who will also be qualified to teach others (2 Timothy 2:2). Paul knew that one day 

he and Timothy would both pass on, but the work must go on. 

 The pandemic has provided a wake-up call to the reality that nothing is 

guaranteed to us. Not our job, our health, or our plans. We never know when our 

time will come that we pass-on from our ministry or from this earth. I pray that we 

labor diligently together to raise up disciples ready to fill our shoes so the work 

will go on.  

Trey Hedrick 

SOSU BCM Director 

BCM News 

@realsebcm       Southeastern BCM      Visit their website at http://www.sebcm.org 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sebcm.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1MsVUlBGd5dXHaAuid1qiElX6h8zdqRHiblTWx8P3n0lWocZGhiqduyXY&h=AT01TXn00vd-9_HWeM0eGWFZ4AnDSnTpEeb7KBv3WUj9GckAZArcdNjDQp8G-tDZT8OhyMb-ONUhtD8MBiY-K3lo3ycJkiOHK-o1uhV7r77k3XHGnyGebnWJqtP
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BBA Church Highlight: John Heath, Pastor at Utica Baptist Church 
Colossians and Modern Heresy 

 While in the region of Phrygia, Paul spent a significant amount of time helping establish a church in  

Ephesus. While there, he could not help but befriend a gentile man by the name of Epaphras. As the word of Christ’s 

death and resurrection began to spread towards the center of the Roman empire, Rome, threats to the growth of the 

church followed. 

 Even though Paul never had a direct impact with the church plant at Colossae, the words he writes in his 

letter tell us much about the enemy and how he fought against the brothers and sisters dedication to reaching the  

community of believers. 

 Threatening the church of Colossae was a false teaching of salvation through works and spiritual, almost 

visionary, experiences. K.G. Beale notes in his commentary on Colossians and Philemon that not only was their  

Jewish legalism endorsed in the Colossians heresy, but obviously other forms of paganism had a role as well. Dusted 

throughout the letter, a reader of Colossians can examine the text and see where a scholar like Beale could come to 

this conclusion. 

 For instance, chapter two on many occasions uses verbiage that equates to typical Jewish customs: dietary 

laws (vs. 16, 21), festivals and new moon (v. 16), and circumcision (v. 11). Apparently the heretical teachers here 

seemed to also think what many others did during Paul’s three missionary journeys. Continual confrontations with 

Jewish zealots were nothing new to Paul by this time, especially the idea of a works-based salvation. 

 For any good Southern Baptist, it is well known that salvation comes by grace alone through faith alone. But 

is that what the modern church is preaching? 

 In and around the Bryan Baptist Association, more than likely, yes. There are well adept pastors capable of 

grappling with the Scriptures in order to pull from it the timeless teachings of Christ. But what about the rest of the 

nation? 

 The nation of America is hurting deeply and is in an extremely fallen state. So, what does a small organiza-

tion like the Bryan Baptist Association do to help mitigate the loss of lives to eternal damnation? 

 First, the churches must continue to preach salvation by grace. Unmerited favor has been given to the  

residents and churchgoers of Bryan county. Like the rest of the world, our communities are affected by the  

consequences of sin regularly. 

 Over the past year, our churches have been grieving deeply over the sudden death of seemingly healthy 

people. Covid-19 has not only shut the doors of most churches, but it has also shut the hearts of nominal  

churchgoers as well. It seems now more than ever that man is more and more incapable of doing good. 

 Why is it that Christ said, “no one comes to the Father except through me?” He knew that nothing man can 

do outside of the repentance of sins could save him from the just punishment of death. That is why men like Peter 

rightfully said, “anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 Salvation comes through repentance, and repentance comes by realizing there is nothing within our human 

nature and physicality that can save one from hell. 

 As our nation grieves the loss of many loved ones, and hearts begin to doubt the existence of the Almighty, 

the church must remind the world “all have sinned” and all must pay the penalty for that sin by the death of our  

bodies. 

 Second, the church must be careful not to equate spiritual experiences as proof of salvation. Part of the  

Colossian heresy deals with a form of Gnosticism that taught something along those lines. 

continued on next page... 
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PRAYER FOR  

BBA MISSIONARIES  

OVERSEAS 

Please continue to Pray for our 

Missionaries who are  

overseas.  

• Pray for their safety 

• Pray for opportunities to 

share the GOSPEL 

• Pray for their families to 

have peace from the Lord 

while they are away.  

• Pray for their walk with 

Christ as they encounter 

spiritual warfare. 

• Pray that the church would 

grow in boldness in the 

areas our missionaries are 

reaching. 

• Pray that the local believers 

would see the need to tell 

others about Christ. 

• Pray that the needs the  

missionaries would have 

would be met. 

• Pray that everyone who 

would come in contact with 

them would see something 

different about them and be 

open to talking. 

 Jewish, or better known as Christian Gnosticism nowadays, is defined by F.F. 

Bruce as, “religious movement that proclaimed a mystical esotericism for the elect based on 

illumination and acquisition of higher knowledge of the divine.” Much like the modern  

religious movements we have seen today, the church of Colossae was threatened with this 

false, religious consecration. 

 Without naming any churches specifically, the notion that one is saved solely based 

on whether they have a spiritual experience is not only absurd, but  also dangerous. Many 

of the mega churches in the nation today teach a religion based on such events and are 

eager to confirm someone’s salvation based on whether they have had visions, dreams, or  

out-of-body experiences with the divine. However, to some, the assurance of salvation is 

not only confined to these experiences, but to even more ridiculous actions such as a “fire 

wall” or “healing conventions.” 

 A lot has changed over the course of two millennium since the church at Colossae. 

One thing has not changed much since then: the enemy disguises himself as a sheep. 

Some may see it as honest biblical teaching. However, over time, it will reveal itself for what 

it truly is: a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

 As a network of churches, the sole duty of our pastors should be to teach the 

Scriptures honestly and in full assurance. Pastors are not to add to the words, nor twist 

them into something they are not. 

 Thankfully though, the Bryan Baptist Association does not seem to have the same 

issues the church at Colossae did, but beware. The enemy is ever working to change that in 

our communities. Always remember there is no amount of work, religious practice, money 

given, nor volunteering that can save a man’s soul from hell. Salvation comes by grace 

alone through faith alone. 

 

 John Heath 

 Pastor at Utica Baptist Church 

...continued 
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As a tireless servant of God 

and an advocate and  

supporter of missions 

throughout the world, Annie 

Armstrong was a foundational 

leader in uniting believers 

through missions to spread 

the gospel of Christ. Annie 

was one of the primary  

shapers of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention and a leader 

in missions education. 

March Emphasis: Annie Armstrong 

The name Annie Armstrong is familiar to most Baptist, but exactly what is the 

Annie Armstrong Offering? She served in a time in our history when women 

were basically heard but not seen. She worked hard to minister to the needs 

of those around her. She was a voice for those in need. The Offering for North 

American missions was named in her honor. All of this offering goes to North 

American missions and provides half of their funds to keep our missionaries 

on the field and provide for their needs. We all know about the increased cost 

of living, and guess what? This affects our missionaries as well. As you con-

sider your offering, think what if this was your child or grandchild sharing 

God’s love and the gospel message? The remainder of their funding comes 

from the Cooperative Program. I am asking each church in Bryan Association 

to prayerfully consider your contributions. Could your church afford to  

support a missionary on the field? Probably not, but through your  

contributions to the Annie Armstrong Offering and the Cooperative  

Program you can be a part of sending several thousand missionaries. 

 

Gladys Hill 

Blue Baptist Church 
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BBA Income 

January 2021 

Achille, Community   Durant,  First 3,133.85 

Achille, First   Durant, Grace 694.14 

Albany   Durant, Lakepoint  

Albany, RRVCC   Durant, Stonecreek 226.10 

Armstrong 1,198.28  Durant, Sunset View  

Bennington 569.00  Durant, Western Meadows  

Blue 101.52  Hendrix 82.71 

Bokchito, Faith 171.66  Kemp  

Bokchito, First   Kenefic 199.74 

Bokchito, Reynolds Chapel 248.70  Mead 1,281.21 

Brown 57.35  Mead, Emmanuel 95.00 

Bushnell 285.00  Mead, Streetman Road  

Caddo, Blue River Fellowship   Platter  

Caddo, First 146.00  Roberta 318.25 

Calera 294.37  Robinson 105.60 

Cartwright   Silo 445.68 

Cobb   Utica 364.31 

Colbert 500.00  Wade 50.00 

Durant, Calvary 810.82  Yuba  

Durant, Fairview 566.27  Other Income 971.91 

Total January Income  12,917.47 

Monthly Budget Needs  10,146.67 

Other Accounts Income 

January 2021 

Block Party Trailer   Great Physician’s Pharm. 1,515.00 

Carrell Hooper Missions 13.79  Senior Adult Roadrunners  

Disaster Relief Trailer 130.00  Vacation Bible School  

Falls Creek 3,433.54    

These totals reflect amounts received January 1-31, 2021.   

Monies received after the 31st will be shown in the February totals. 
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3/11/2012 

Cole & Tiffany Newton 

3/8/2015  -  Greg Thralls 

3/11/2010 -  Jolene West 

3/22/2015 -  Ryan Perry 

3/30/2010 -  Jim Hodson 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Ministry Anniversaries 

3/3  -  Garry McNeill 

3/5  -  Mary Couch 

3/6  -  Danny Spoon 

3/8  -  Steven Harris 

3/9  -  Ian Glasco 

3/20 -  J.C. Curtis 

3/21 -  Elaine Lashley 

3/22 -  Deirdre Schreier 

3/29 -  Sharon Ledbetter 

3/30 -  Preston Burns 

3/31 -  Robin Bowen 

3/31 -  Jody Shires 

Birthdays 

From the  

March 2007 Challenger 
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Website: bbaok.com            Phone:  580-924-2351 

Tim@bbaok.com                       office@bbaok.com 

Mailing:               P.O. Box 970  Durant, OK 74702 

 

Director of Missions—–-———–——--Tim Bowen 

Admin. Assistant————–———-MaRisa Dingler 

Moderator———————–————Monty Wood 

Vice-Moderator——-——————Michael Moody 

Clerk———————-—————-Jessie Hopkins 

Treasurer—————-—————--Dianne Horton 

Office Hours:                  Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30                      

We love to have your church’s events in the Challenger. If your church has any announcements or 

news you would like to be included in the Challenger, please contact the BBA office before the 20th of 

the month. 

March 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  
 

(Jimmy Moore /Ken 

Bartholomew) 

3 

 

4 5 6  

 

 
Mission Ignition 

7 8 9 Pastor/Staff  

Conference  
 

(Darel Bunch /  Acra 

Turner) 

10 11 12 13 

 

 

 

14  

 

 

15  

 
 

16 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  
 

(Steven Alexander / 

Gary McLarry) 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  

 

(Acra Turner /  

Dakota Unruh) 

24 25 26 27 

 

 

 

 

 

28 29 30 Pastor/Staff 

Conference 
 

(Michael Moody / 

Video) 

31    Senior Adult Luncheons 

Due to COVID-19 concerns,  

the Roadrunners’ Luncheons  

have been postponed until  

further notice.  Stay Safe! 

Priority of  

Preaching  

Conference 

Time 

Change! 

Spring 

Forward 

Passover 


