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From the Desk of the DOM 
 

Well, 2020 is behind us and I venture 
to say that the vast majority of us are 
not sad to see it go! The reasons for 
our scorn are many and varied but the 
fact that we have not collapsed in the 

face of those situations is due to one factor only. Our Lord God reigns and will 
continue to do so! 
 

Recently I was reading Psalm 43 and came face to face with these words in 
verse 5. ”Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my 
countenance, and my God.” What encouragement this verse gives as we 
leave the difficulties of 2020 and move into the unknown of 2021. 
 

The word translated “disquieted” can also refer to the noise of a roar. Doesn’t 
that fit the majority of 2020 well? It’s as if we have been subjected to a constant 
roar of fear, insecurity, confusion, and pain. No wonder we are tempted to give 
in to hopelessness! But it need not be so for, again, the Lord God reigns! It is 
this fact that gives health to our countenance. 
 

We need not be cast down. We need not internalize the roar. Our hope is in 
God. Through faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ 
He offers us forgiveness and salvation. He loves us as our Heavenly Father. He 
never leaves us nor forsakes us in the here and now. He looks forward to our  
arrival to be eternally with Him in the hereafter. He is, indeed, on His throne now 
and forevermore awaiting and accepting our praise. Let us set our minds on and 
find hope in these facts as we remember 2020 
and launch into 2021. 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

Tim 

JANUARY   20 21  

In This Issue 

Page 2-3 

Page 4-5 

Page 6 

Page 8 

Page 9 

Church News 

Ministry Updates 

Financial Reports 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Calendar 



2 

 

Church Events 

Faith Baptist Church will be  

holding a Deacon Ordination service 

on Jan. 24th at 6 p.m. for Bro. 

Duane Holloway.  All are invited! 

 

Blake Gideon will be leading a  

Deacon Training at Faith Baptist 

Church on Feb. 21st at 6 p.m. 

Ministry Opportunities 

Grace Baptist is seeking a Bi-Vo Youth 

Pastor.  Send resumes to 

lifeplus@simplynet.net 

FBC Bokchito is seeking a Bi-Vo 

Pastor.  Send resumes to 

Ryan White 

508 S. Walker St. 

Bokchito, OK 74726 

ryanwhite0710@gmail.com 

903-818-6069 

Announcements 

Welcome to the new  

BBA Administrative  

Assistant,  

MaRisa Dingler! 

           

      Jake, MaRisa, & Maggie 

Please pray for our  

pastorless churches: 

Achille Community, Blue 
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BBA Church Highlight: Jeff Self, Pastor FBC Caddo 

GOD IS GOOD! 

2020 is now in the past and most of us are glad to bid it adieu and say a  
grateful farewell to thee! We anxiously await, with guarded hope, of a much better 
2021.  My question, however, is this.  What if we never return to the pre-2020 
“normal?” 

Will Facebook posts and twittering tweets still boast that “God is Good?”  My 
question comes from the following observations.  Most often, I only see the  
statement, “God is Good,” when someone has survived COVID 19, or a cancer 
goes into remission.  Maybe a family makes a new purchase, a car, or a home  
perhaps.  A new baby arrives, a marriage joins a new couple in wedded bliss. 

When a local sports team wins a big game or the coveted state championship 
the shouts of, “God is Good,” will cover the local newsfeeds on all of the social  
medias.  The twitters will be flooded in rejoicing and thanks to God will ring out, as 
they should.  You get my point though, right? 

When life is good, we are quick to shout to the rooftops of God’s blessing and 
goodness.  My question however is this… What if 2021 is even more difficult than 
2020?  Suppose your team goes winless.  What if the illness is not healed this side 
of heaven?  Will we still shout, “GOD IS SO GOOD!” Will our declarations praise 
turn to silence, in regard to God’s goodness, when the shelves are empty once 
again of the sacred toilet paper? 

Scripture declares that, “GOD IS GOOD.”  This, friends, is not predicated by 
our circumstance or sense of cultural wellbeing.  It is a declaration of the true  
character and nature of God.  He is always worthy of our praise, no matter our  
circumstance.  We are instructed to rejoice always!  This does not imply that we will 
always be happy.  “Happy,” is simply a display of emotion.  Rejoicing and declaring 
the goodness of God is the stating of, “who He is,” no matter our life situation. 

Believers should remind themselves daily that this world is not our home. We 
are simply passing through it.  Our call is to proclaim the, “Good News!”  We are to 
shout praises and announce to the world that Heaven is our eternity, and hope is 
found in the mercy and grace of God. That even in our sinful condition, He would 
send his son for us. Jesus would die in our place, bearing our sin and  
unrighteousness to satisfy the perfect judgment and deserved wrath of a GOOD 
God. 

So, the next time someone says, “God is Good, all the time,” be sure to  
remind them that the statement is true in and of itself!  It does not require the  
pre-requisite of blessing or a better 2021. 

SO I BOLDLY DECLARE TO YOU THAT EVEN IN 2020 – GOD! IS! 
GOOD! 
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We have been through a rough year. As an  
association, I am sure we have prayed more this 

past year that any year in a long time. We pray daily, regarding health for sure 
with this COVID virus all around us. We pray regarding, do we take the vaccine 
or do we not. We pray for businesses who are struggling. We pray for families 
who have lost loved ones. We pray regarding should we have meetings or 
should we play it safe. There are all kinds of situations that we have took to the 
Lord in prayer and all are important. But, I wonder, have we prayed for lost 
souls, have we prayed for that neighbor, perhaps that clerk at the store? Have 
we prayed for revival and a spiritual awakening. We do not know what is going 
to happen 2021, but we know Who is in control. One of the ways we stay in  
connection to our Lord is through having a dedicated prayer life. May we as an 
association, be more zealous in our prayer lives and 
lets see more souls saved, and perhaps that spark of 
revival will reveal itself in our churches. May God give 
us a great spiritual year because we have prayed! 
Let's do it!  
 
In His Grip,  Bro. Anthony  

BBA Prayer Ministry 

What a year! As 2020 draws to a close, one word 

that keeps coming to mind is the word normal".  It 

will be nice to get back to normal. As I consider what many people mean by the 

word, I wonder if "normal" should be our goal? Before COVID became a curse 

word, normal for many of us was over-scheduled and under-rested.  Normal 

was perhaps the realization  that what was taking up our time was NOT the 

most important. Perhaps it took a virus to slow us down enough to reconsider 

normal. When one is incapacitated by a microscopic virus, new perspectives 

seem to emerge. Missing elements due to quarantine and distancing become 

longed-for treasures. A hug from a brother in Christ during a worship service 

was once commonplace. Now for many, it is history. I would suggest that as we 

enter a new year we also redefine what our acceptable "normal" is to be.  

Consider  non-negotiable normal.  What are some characteristics that you 

would want to be true of your life? Corona virus can't nullify firm  

conviction.  Let's strive to redefine and redeem our normal. Let God be Lord of 

that normal. Be available and flexible and faithful. Let's see what God can do 

through a new normal!  

 

Monty Wood 

Lake Life 
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The Great Physician’s Pharmacy and Clinic is in need of monetary  
donations to help offset the costs of medication and property insurance. 

To donate, contact the BBA office. 

Jack Adams (member, Calvary Baptist Church) has created a t-shirt that he 

hopes will be useful in sharing the Gospel.  Shirts read “Ask Me About Jesus” 

and come in a variety of colors and styles.  These shirts are available for  

purchase through Texoma Engraving.   

If you are interested in ordering, contact Susan Chalk. 

 

texomaengraving@gmail.com 

580-775-7333 

 

Short Sleeve - $8 

Long Sleeve - $11 

Sweatshirt - $13 

Hoodie - $19  Caps $13 
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BBA Income 
November 2020 

Achille, Community   Durant,  First 1,727.10 

Achille, First   Durant, Grace 501.37 

Albany   Durant, Lakepoint  

Albany, RRVCC 15.00  Durant, Stonecreek  

Armstrong 367.13  Durant, Sunset View  

Bennington 246.00  Durant, Western Meadows  

Blue   Hendrix 111.90 

Bokchito, Faith   Kemp  

Bokchito, First   Kenefic 151.26 

Bokchito, Reynolds Chapel 122.70  Mead  

Brown 68.00  Mead, Emmanuel  

Bushnell   Mead, Streetman Road  

Caddo, Blue River Fellowship   Platter  

Caddo, First 204.00  Roberta 218.50 

Calera 325.52  Robinson 170.78 

Cartwright   Silo 334.49 

Cobb   Utica 214.70 

Colbert 500.00  Wade 50.00 

Durant, Calvary 736.19  Yuba  

Durant, Fairview 496.69  Other Income 256.67 

Total November Income  6,818.00 

Monthly Budget Needs  10,146.67 

Financial Reports 

Other Accounts Income 
November 2020 

Block Party Trailer 100.00  Great Physician’s Pharm. 100.00 

Carrell Hooper Missions 38.65  Senior Adult Roadrunners 0.00 

Disaster Relief Trailer 60.00  Vacation Bible School 0.00 

Falls Creek 2,100.00    

These totals reflect amounts received Nov. 1-30, 2020.  Monies received after the 30th will 
be shown in the December 2020 totals. 
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Ministry Anniversaries Birthdays 

Sonya Pass                   1/01/01 

Darel Bunch                   1/01/99 

Billie Robinson               1/01/00 

Tim Bowen                    1/03/12 

Steven Harris                 1/01/17 

Gary McLarry                 1/30/11 

Bob McClure            Jan. 01 

Bernice Davis          Jan. 04 

Tommy Green         Jan. 04 

Chloe Richards        Jan. 08 

Kerry Groce             Jan. 12 

James Templeton    Jan. 18 

Jeff Self                   Jan. 19 

Bobby West             Jan. 23 

Stacie Phillips          Jan. 29  

Wedding Anniversaries 

Dusty Rhodes                1/08/77 

Darel & Cindy Bunch     1/11/— 

Don & Cindy Ford          1/28/77 
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We love to have your church’s events in the Challenger. If your church has any announcements or news 

you would like to be included in the Challenger, please contact the BBA office before the 20th of the month. 

Phone:  580-924-2351 
Tim@bbaok.com         office@bbaok.com 

Website: bbaok.com 
Mailing:  P.O. Box 970  Durant, OK 74702 

 
Director of Missions---------------- Tim Bowen 
Admin. Assistant -------------- MaRisa Dingler 
Moderator—-----------——-------- Monty Wood 
Vice-Moderator-----------------  Michael Moody 
Clerk-------------------------------- Jessie Hopkins 
Treasurer--------------—---------- Dianne Horton 
Office Hours:          Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30                      

Senior Adult Luncheons 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Roadrunners’ Luncheons have been  

postponed until further notice.  Stay Safe! 

January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

January is Call To Prayer Month 
1 New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 4 5 Pastor / Staff 

Conference 

(Kerry Groce / 

Ken  

Bartholomew) 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 Budget & 

Finance 

Team  

Meeting  

5:30 p.m. 

12 Pastor / Staff  

Conference 

(Tim Bowen / 

Acra Turner) 

13 14 15 16 

17 

Sanctity of 

Human Life 

Sunday 

18 BBA  

Exec. Board 

Meeting @ 

Armstrong  

6 p.m. 

19 Pastor / Staff 

Conference 

(Pete Richards / 

Gary McLarry) 

20 21 22 23 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 Men’s 

Wild Game 

Supper @ 

FBC Colbert 

31 YEC Online: January 17-18 

Advance Conference @ FBC Moore: January 24-26 


