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From the Desk of the DOM
On October 3, 1863, Abraham Lincoln issued the proclamation
calling for a national day centered on "Thanksgiving and Praise"
to God. While George Washington had set a precedent for this on
October 3, 1789, only state and local efforts had been attempted
in the interim. But in the midst of the Civil War and particularly in
the wake of the battle at Gettysburg, President Lincoln took the
time and effort to enumerate some of the blessings given by God
in that difficult time. He wrote,
"They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and
gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore
invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who
are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of
Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens."
I ask you, who better to lead in the pursuit of such a unified effort than those of us who know the grace and
mercy of God's forgiveness and salvation through Jesus? I am not so naive as to believe that our entire
nation will pause in united thanks to God on the 28th of this month. But what might the effect be if just we
Christians would do so? Let's find out!
I love you all, Tim

From the BBA Prayer Ministry Team Leader
I heard an advertisement for a pickup truck the other day and it said something like this, “The power to
move heaven and earth.” May I say that is a false advertisement. The only thing that can move heaven and
earth is prayer. Prayer, that avenue that God has given each of us to make a difference in someone’s life,
your church, our association, yes, the nation. How dedicated are you to prayer? Could there be a direct relationship regarding our prayer life to our intimate relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ? In Acts 6:4 it talks
about giving ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word. How is your prayer life? Billy Graham said, “Heaven is full of answers to prayer for which no one ever bothered to ask!” What could be done in
your church, our association, our nation if we all were giving ourselves continually to prayer and the ministry
of the Word? Have you ever met anyone who spent time in daily prayer, and the study of the Word of God,
and was strong in faith who was ever discouraged for very long? Our friends, the Cherry’s who have held revivals in the area have a theme song, It’s Amazing What Praising Can Do. And, that is true, but I am here to
tell you, “It’s amazing what praying can do.” I know the Bible says He will wipe away our tears and there will
be no sorrow in heaven but, if there are tears in heaven, it would probably be over the fact that we have
prayed so little. God has called and instructed us to pray, will you say, “Here am I, Lord, I will pray!” Be available and willing and He will lead us to spiritual heights we have not henceforth been. Lord, teach us to
pray! In His Grip, Bro. Anthony

What’s Going on in Our Churches

Operation Christmas Child
My sister, Sylvia Timmons, always bought the candy
for shoeboxes. That was my birthday gift. She has
been confined at home for months, but her daughter
took her to buy candy for this year’s boxes.
That was her last trip before being rushed to the
hospital. When I visited her, she said, “I need to buy
more bubble gum and two more bags of candy.”
“Don’t worry. I’ll buy candy and Double Bubble,” I
said.
That’s about the last rational conversation we had.
On my next visit, she was delirious, but I assured her
I had bought the candy and gum. I hope she
comprehended my message.
Later that evening, she suffered a stroke. Before the
candy was all bagged, she left us.
As I filled individual bags of candy, I thought of the
sacrifice Sylvia made so there would be enough
candy for 216 or more children.
Is there someone in whose memory or honor you can
fill a shoebox? Imagine, meeting a child in Heaven
who told you how delicious the candy tasted—just
because of your gifts!
Dolores

Lakepoint Community Church is currently working to
identify whom God would have to lead both our
worship and youth ministries. We anticipate that
both will be part-time positions and would like to ask
the pastors, staff and other leaders in our area to
encourage anyone they believe to be called and
qualified to apply by submitting a resume to me
either via e-mail at oujim11@yahoo.com or by mail
at PO Box 1925, Durant 74702. Thank you in
advance for your time and any help you may provide
in this area. Jim Brewer, Lead Pastor, Lakepoint
Community Church

Caddo First Baptist Church is prayerfully
seeking a full-time Pastor. Parsonage
available. Send resume to: Pastor Search
Committee: P.O. Box 94 Caddo, OK 74729

We are proud to welcome

Michael & Briana Moody
to the Bryan Baptist Association. Michael is the
new pastor of Yuba Baptist Church. Please make
them feel welcome anytime you get an opportunity.

Take your box to the BBA between Oct 15 - Nov 21.

Happy Birthday &
Happy Anniversary
Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

11/6 - Randy Lewis

11/1/82 - Elaine & Daniel
Lashley
11/2/74 - Dennis & DeeDee
Pena
11/3/55 - Royce & Mary
Couch
11/27/92 - Clark & Brenda
Harp

11/6 - Betty Arnold
11/7 - Joyce Shives
11/18 - Norma Fullen
11/24 - Betty Garrard
11/26 - Donald Arnold
11/28 - Peggy Ford
11/29 - Philip Stephens
11/29 - Lesa Spoon

Ministry Anniversaries
11/1/88 11/9/11 -

Page 2

Jacob Toews
Calera
Clark Harp
Bennington

LAKE TEXOMA BAPTIST RESORT MINISTRY
2034 Max Road, Mead, OK 73449
580 924 7919 cell 580 220 7530
bjdecker@hughes.net
A big thank you goes out to my wonderful volunteers.
I am so blessed to have such Godly people in my life.
The skirting on the double wide has been replaced
and the wheel chair ramp on the dorm will be
replaced soon. Thank you Tim and Chris, no more
critters under the house! Also a Thank You goes to
Ken and his family for the work being done this
weekend.
This is a beautiful time of year, come out and take a
tour of the grounds, dorm and cabin. Give me a call
and come out to see us.
May God Bless Each of You,
Barbara Decker

Please pray for our
pastorless churches
Albany BC, Blue River Fellowship, Brown BC,
Caddo FBC, Western Meadows

Upcoming Senior Events
Trips: (Please call the BBA office to reserve
your place on the bus. Leave your name and
phone number.)
The October trip will actually be on November 1.
We will go tour the Talimena Drive leaving at
7:30 a.m. The bus fee is $5
Luncheons:
November 13th Blue River
Fellowship
December 11th Streetman Rd

Once there was a family of very modest means.
They lived in a small country house. On
Thanksgiving night they all sat down for dinner,
and there was a knock at the door. The father
went to the door and opened it.
There stood an old man in old torn clothes, with
ripped pants and missing buttons. He was
carrying a basket full of vegetables.
He asked the family if they wanted to buy some
vegetables from him. They said sure and invited
him to spend Thanksgiving with them, but he
kindly declined, as he had many more vegetables
to sell...
Over time, the family and the old man became
friends. The man brought vegetables to the family
every week. They soon found out that he was
almost blind and had cataracts on his eyes. But
he was so friendly that they learned to look
forward to his visits and started to enjoy his
company.
One day as he was delivering the vegetables, he
said, "I had the greatest blessing yesterday! I
found a basket of clothes outside my house that
someone had left for me."
The family, (knowing that he needed clothes, left
the basket of clothes outside his house), said,
"Really, How wonderful!"
The old blind man said, "The most wonderful
part is that, I found a family that really needed the
clothes."
Ironic isn't it. A poor man who is almost blind,
sees the blessing of giving to those less
fortunate... Paying it forward...
And yet, in a world of plenty, millions are hungry.
Thousands, including children die every day due
to malnutrition and starvation.
Let us, on this Thanksgiving, praise God’s name
proudly, each in our own unique ways. But let us
never lose sight of our common responsibilities
toward one another and toward the rest of
humanity.
Have a Healthy and Happy Thanksgiving!

BCM Lunch Heroes for Fall 2013
November 6th– Mead/Yuba
November 13th – Albany
November 20th– FBC Calera
November 27– Thanksgiving
December 4Fairview
Alternate:
Faith/FBC Bokchito
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Director of Missions---------Tim Bowen
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Moderator-----------------------Jacob Toews
Vice-Moderator--------------- Darren Wallace
Clerk----------------------------- John Heath
Treasurer---------------------- Haley Stringfellow

Office Hours - Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30
We love to have your church’s events in the
Challenger. If you or your church have any
announcements or news you would like to be
included in next month’s Challenger, please
contact the BBA office before Nov 15th.

November 2013
SUNDAY
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MONDAY

4

TUESDAY

5

WEDNESDAY

6

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

Pastor/Staff Conf.
10:30am at Fairview

10

BBA
Closed on
Veterans
Day

11

Pastor/Staff Conf.
12

10:30am at Fairview

13

Senior Adult
Luncheon @
Blue River

BGCO Annual Convention 11 & 12

17

18

19
Pastor/Staff
Conf.
10:30am at Fairview

20

Operation Christmas Child Collection Week 18-25
24

25

26
Pastor/Staff Conf.
10:30am at Fairview

27

28

29

BBA Office Closed
Thurs.& Fri.

30

