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 I realize that when one thinks of the most well-known day in February, Saint 

Valentine’s Day comes to mind. Without a doubt February 14th is an important date 

to mark on the calendar ... especially if you are a husband prone to forgetfulness! 

But I would ask you to join me in considering another important day this month. It is that of  

Presidents’ Day. 

 President’s Day is intended to focus attention on all United States Presidents both past and 

present. Though that is appropriate every year, it seems particularly appropriate this year.  

 This year, as I am certain you are aware, a new President and Vice President have taken office.  

Without doubt some are happy about this and others are not. Some will support the plans, polices, 

and platforms of the new administration while others will not. Whatever the case, those who identify 

as followers of Christ have been charged by our Lord with the responsibility to pray for the political 

leaders of this country no matter their affiliations.  

 I do not have space to fully discuss 1 Timothy 2:1-2 in this article. Suffice it to say that the 

clear call of these verses is to pray for “all that are in authority”. Certainly, Paul did not support most 

(if any) of the plans, purposes, or platforms of Emperor Nero, who ruled at the time of this letter’s 

composition and delivery. Wikipedia describes Nero’s rule as a time “usually associated with tyranny, 

extravagance and debauchery.” Yet Paul’s command to pray would have undoubtedly included Nero 

and those in authority with him across the Roman Empire.  

 Can we do any less? A few verses later Paul declares that God “will have all men to be saved, 

and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” Dare we fail to pray for the salvation of those in  

leadership across our local, state, and national area? Proverbs 21:1 

tells of how “the king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord”. Dare we fail 

to pray for our leaders to be granted Godly wisdom and discernment 

as they govern? Dare we fail to pray? We must not! 

To God’s Glory, 

Tim 
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Announcements 

Yuba Baptist Church has a new Music Minister.  

Please Welcome Michael Wood! 

 

Jessie and Kady Hopkins were blessed with the arrival of their baby 

girl Bethany Lee Hopkins on December 27, 2020. She weighed 6 lbs. 8 

oz. and was 18 in. long.  

Keep them in your prayers as baby 

Bethany grows that she would be  

safe and healthy!  

Congrats! 

Ministry Opportunities 

Grace Baptist is seeking a Bi-Vo Youth Pastor. Send  

resumes to:   lifeplus@simplynet.net 

FBC Bokchito is seeking a Bi-Vo Pastor. Send resumes to: 

Ryan White 

508 S. Walker St. 

Bokchito, OK 74726 

ryanwhite0710@gmail.com 

903-818-6069 

Silo Baptist Church is seeking a Part-Time Youth Pastor. 

Send resumes to:    silopastor@yahoo.com  

Church Events 

Blake Gideon will be leading a Deacon 

Training at Faith Baptist Church on 

Feb. 21st at 6 p.m. 
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BBA Church Highlight: Ken Bartholomew 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord! I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! 

 I meet every Friday with a group of men.  Over the last year they have become a source of great  

encouragement as we meet, share thoughts from God’s word, pray…and of course eat!  After a two week break for 

the holidays I had the privilege of sharing with them what the Lord had been speaking to me.  I shared these  

passages from Habakkuk 

Habakkuk 1:2-4 

 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you 

will not save? Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and 

violence are before me; strife and contention arise.  So the law is paralyzed, and justice never goes 

forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; so justice goes forth perverted. 

 I don’t know about you but I have very much felt this way in recent weeks as I watch my country struggle with 

a pandemic and a change in our government.  I feel like I can identify with the writer!  God responds and says, “Look 

among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded.  For I am doing a work in your days that you would not  

believe if told.” (v. 5).  The Lord then tells Habakkuk that he is about to send someone to rule over him who is worse 

than the current!  Feel familiar?  I know, real encouraging huh?  However, when we turn to the end of Habakkuk we 

read these words: 

Hab. 3:17-19 

Though the fig tree should not blossom, 

    nor fruit be on the vines, 

the produce of the olive fail 

    and the fields yield no food, 

the flock be cut off from the fold 

    and there be no herd in the stalls, 

yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 

    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
 God, the Lord, is my strength; 

    he makes my feet like the deer's; 

    he makes me tread on my high places. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. 

 Even when all seems to be in chaos around me, I can take joy in the God of my salvation who IS my strength.  

I don’t always understand what is happening in the world around me.  It may appear that evil is winning.  It may seem 

that all is lost.  It may feel like we have lost what we call the “normal” way of life.  However, in spite of all that, we still 

have a great God who IS our salvation and who IS our strength!   He CAN be trusted to walk with us through every 

storm of life.  And to top it off it’s addressed to the choirmaster as if it were written just for me which, in fact it was! 

Singing His Praises!  

Ken Bartholomew 

Minister of Music & Administration 
First Baptist Church of Durant 



4 

 

 Prayer is at the heart of worship. I frequently talk about  

every born again believer should stay under the umbrella of  

worship and glorifying God in their lives. So, if we do that, and 

noting that prayer is at the heart of worship, then we need a  

dedicated prayer life. To have a dedicated prayer life, there must be 

discipline in our lives. Dedication in prayer doesn't just happen, it 

truly takes work. One reason is because the devil and the demons of hell do not, I repeat, do not 

want us praying. So, because of that, they work at distracting and discouraging us, even to the point 

of interfering with our time in any way they can. I know we can pray throughout the day, but I think it 

helps to have that one spot, without distractions if possible, to spend time in prayer and Bible Study, 

meditating on God's Word. If you leave this time out of your life, the result will be, spiritual  

malnutrition. I don't think that will be pleasing our Lord or be setting the right example for others to 

follow. Make a choice today, to have that special time daily with our Lord.  

In His Grip, 

Bro. Anthony 

BBA Prayer Ministry 

Greetings from LTBRM!  

We are currently hosting workers from the  

International Mission Board as they train young adults to live 

and serve around the world. In February, a local church will 

also have a youth retreat in our largest cabin, The Helm. We 

are taking reservations for 2021 and hope to have a busy 

schedule with churches conducting their summer camps here 

or bringing a group to do local missions. It is exciting as 

groups enter the gates of our camp to learn and grow  

spiritually. Then they leave the gates to share the Gospel to 

the ends of the earth! 

 

Tammy Wood 

Lake Life 
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The Great Physician’s Pharmacy and Clinic is in need  
of monetary donations to help offset the costs 

of medication and property insurance. 

Jack Adams (member, Calvary Baptist Church) has created a t-shirt that he 

hopes will be useful in sharing the Gospel.  Shirts read “Ask Me About Jesus” 

and come in a variety of colors and styles.  These shirts are available for  

purchase through Texoma Engraving.   
If you are interested in ordering,  

contact Susan Chalk. 

texomaengraving@gmail.com 

580-775-7333 

Short Sleeve - $8 
Long Sleeve - $11 
Sweatshirt - $13 

Hoodie - $19 
Caps $13 
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BBA Income - December 2020 
Achille, Community    Durant,  First 1421.27 

Achille, First   Durant, Grace 686.99 

Albany   Durant, Lakepoint  

Albany, RRVCC 18.00  Durant, Stonecreek  178.50 

Armstrong 423.42  Durant, Sunset View  

Bennington   Durant, Western Meadows   

Blue 181.56  Hendrix 117.30 

Bokchito, Faith 352.34  Kemp 1,000.00 

Bokchito, First   Kenefic 234.54 

Bokchito, Reynolds Chapel  112.00  Mead  

Brown 66.00  Mead, Emmanuel 166.00 

Bushnell 225.00  Mead, Streetman Road   

Caddo, Blue River Fellowship    Platter 94.82 

Caddo, First 175.00  Rober ta 241.75 

Calera 292.85  Robinson 119.76 

Car twright   Silo 495.79 

Cobb   Utica 328.15 

Colber t 500.00  Wade 50.00 

Durant, Calvary   Yuba 498.00 

Durant, Fairview 612.36  Other Income 256.67 

Total November Income  8,848.20 

Monthly Budget Needs  10,146.67 

Financial Reports 

Other Accounts Income - December 2020 

Block Par ty Trailer 0.00  Great Physician ’s Pharm. 215.00 

Carrell Hooper Missions  639.55  Senior Adult Roadrunners  0.00 

Disaster Relief Trailer  50.00  Vacation Bible School 0.00 

Falls Creek 0.00    

These totals reflect amounts received Dec. 1-31, 2020. 
 
 

Monies received after the 31st will be shown in the January 2021 totals. 
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February Emphasis 

 

 Each year, hundreds gather at the Capitol at the beginning of the new 
legislative session to promote and support the lives of unborn babies by  
meeting with their state senators and representatives presenting them red  
roses. The roses represent the sanctity of the unborn. It is the largest annual 
pro-life event in Oklahoma.  

 This year the Rose Day Pro-Life Rally will be virtual,  
instead of taking place at the Oklahoma State Capitol. This 
event will help pro-life Oklahomans make an impact on public 
policy, ministry, and prayer efforts and more. Due to the event 
being held online, it makes it accessible for people who  
haven’t attended before. If you are interested, please tune in to  
support this cause! Will you join in? 
-MaRisa Dingler 
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“Unto Full Growth - Chapter III.” 
Co-Operating Churches 
under God ; Historical 
Information Concerning 
the Bryan Baptist  
Association, by Erma L. 
Taylor, Price's Quality 
Printing, 1976, p. 15. 

2/1   -  Roddy Arnold 

2/2   -  Faith Perry 

2/9   -  Jay Perry 

2/9   -  Cole Newton 

2/13  -  Kay Groce 

2/15  -  Carrie McClure 

2/16  -  Ken Bartholomew 

2/19  -  Donald Robinson 

2/21  -  Alvie Thornton 

2/22  -  Faye Boydstun 

2/26  -  Heather McNeill 

2/29  -  Jolene West 

 

2/11/17  -  Jake & MaRisa Dingler 

2/11/—  -  Gary & Vicki McLarry 

2/23/63  -  Donald & Billie Robinson 

2/1/2015  -  Cole Newton 

2/8/2015  -  Jeff Self 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Ministry Anniversaries Birthdays 
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February 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  

 

(Royce Couch / Ken  

Bartholomew) 

3 

Rose Day  

Pro-Life Rally  
Virtual @ 11:30 a.m. 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  

 

(Robby Bowen/ Acra 

Turner) 

10 11 12 13 

 

 

Children’s  

Missions Day 

14 

 

 

Racial Reconciliation 

Sunday 

15  

 

BBA Offices Closed 

for President’s Day 

16 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  

 

(Bruce McLaughlin / 

Gary McLarry) 

17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 Pastor/Staff 

Conference  

 

(Jeff Self / Dakota 

Unruh) 

24 25 26 27 

28       

We love to have your church’s events in the Challenger. If your church has any announcements or news you  

would like to be included in the Challenger, please contact the BBA office before the 20th of the month. 

Website: bbaok.com          Phone:  580-924-2351 
Tim@bbaok.com                     office@bbaok.com 
Mailing:              P.O. Box 970  Durant, OK 74702 

 
Director of Missions———————--Tim Bowen 

Admin. Assistant———————-MaRisa Dingler 
Moderator———————————Monty Wood 
Vice-Moderator————————Michael Moody 
Clerk————————————-Jessie Hopkins 
Treasurer——————————--Dianne Horton 

Senior Adult Luncheons 
Due to COVID-19 concerns, the Roadrunners’ Luncheons  

have been postponed until further notice.  Stay Safe! 

February is 

True Love 

Waits Month! 

WMU Focus 

Week 

Feb. 8-14 


