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This month we celebrate St. Valentine’s Day, the day when couples around the world declare their love for one
another! But the story of the man for whom the holiday is named is somewhat shrouded in mystery. The best
supported story tells us that Valentine was a Christian leader in Rome during the middle of the third century.
Emperor Claudius II was pursuing horrific persecution against Christianity and Valentine was arrested for
giving aid to other Christians and particularly for marrying Christian couples. Though Claudius took a liking to
Valentine, he became upset when Valentine tried to lead him to faith in Christ for forgiveness and salvation.
Valentine was then condemned to death. On February 14th circa 269 A.D. he was beaten, stoned, and
beheaded. Legend has it that he wrote a note to a young woman the night before his death and signed it either
“From Your Valentine” or just “Your Valentine”. Hence the holiday. Whether the note story is true or not,
historical and archaeological evidence gives every indication that Valentine was a man who loved God with an
extreme love. Why shouldn’t he? God loved him with an even more extreme love! He loves us with the same.
In His love, Tim

I shared this subject with our church recently and thought it would be worthwhile for our challenger article. May it
motivate us to be united in prayer for our association.
I believe that prayer is a powerful tool in the life of the believer. But prayer becomes even more powerful when
believers unite in agreement of that prayer. According to Matthew 18:18 the church has been given authority to bind
and loose on earth what God desires to bind and loose in Heaven. In other words, the PURPOSE of prayer in the
church is to literally change things.
Jesus has given His Church the power to bind or loose things, both on earth and in Heaven. Now, what kinds of
things would need to be "bound" or "loosed"? Well, naturally anything that is against God's will would need to be bound
(prevented from continuing) and anything that is in accord with God's will would need to be loosed (permitted to carry
on). The prayers of the Church are meant to actually change the course of history. God has given His Church authority
to influence what happens in the world around us, and even to influence what happens in Heaven. This is an
astounding thought!
All through the Bible, in the Old Testament and the New, we see that God has chosen to work in partnership with
His people. Certainly God can do anything He wants WITHOUT us ... but He prefers to work WITH us. Our Prayer
Ministry means that we join together for the purpose of bringing down to earth the Will of God. Prayer is not a small,
insignificant, non-essential part of our church's life. Prayer is our central PURPOSE.
Our individual prayers have great power. But there is even more power when we come together as a church and
pray in agreement. True agreement in prayer comes when we all sincerely agree to pray for God's will. The Church
has been given the power to prevail in Spiritual warfare --- if we are willing to fight the battle --- and if we are willing to
support each other in prayer.
When we gather together in His Name, Jesus Himself is with us. This is not just a comforting thought --- it's the
powerful reality. Our God is among us. God has chosen to accomplish His Will through us and among us. We cannot
increase God's power, but we can limit the expression of His power --- How? By lack of prayer. God wants to bless His
people, but He has chosen to wait for us to make our request. You see, Prayer is not a side-issue in the Church.
Prayer is our greatest responsibility and privilege.
God will not work independently of His church. In all matters related to His Will, God will wait in Heaven until he
obtains cooperation from His people on earth. As His Church, God has given us the power to move Heaven and earth
by coming before Him in prayer. Our prayers cannot make God do what is against His will. But I believe our lack of
prayer can stop... or delay... God's will from being done.
Have we delayed or stopped a blessing from God to our association because of lack of united prayers?
In His Grip, Bro. Anthony

Disaster Relief
Feeding Unit
The Disaster Relief Feeding
Unit team supported the Wild
Game Supper at Yuba Baptist
Church on January 26th. We
did our usual thing of
preparing some vegetables
while the attendees bring the wild game meat dishes.
We also did the serving and provided paper goods if
required. There was a good turn out and everyone
enjoyed the evening.
We will be having a training session coming up on
March 16th at Durant First Baptist Church. The class will
begin at 8:00 a.m. and end around 1:00 p.m. Chainsaw
team training and mud out training are usually offered
the same day after feeding unit training. Feeding unit
training is a prerequisite for all other DR ministries so
you must have it if you want to join DR in any capacity.
Other types of training are usually offered at the OKC
state training sessions.
Clark Harp, Blue Cap
Super Bowl Sunday Church Definitions
Quarterback Sneak—Church members quietly leaving
during the invitation.
Half-time—The period between Sunday School and
worship when many choose to leave.
Benchwarmer—Those who do not sing, pray, work or
apparently do anything but sit.
Backfield-in-Motion—Making a trip to the back
(restroom or water fountain) during the service.
Staying in the Pocket—What happens to a lot of money that should be given to the Lord's work.
Two-minute Warning—The point at which you realize
the sermon is almost over and begin to gather up your
children and belongings.
Instant Replay—The preacher loses his notes and falls
back on last week's illustrations.
Sudden Death—What happens to the attention span of
the congregation if the preacher goes "overtime."
Trap—You're called on to pray and are asleep.
Flex Defense—The ability to allow absolutely nothing
said during the sermon to affect your life.
Halfback Option—The decision of 50 percent of the
congregation not to return for the evening service.
Blitz—The rush for the restaurants following the closing
prayer.
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What’s Going on in Our Churches
Silo Baptist Church will be having revival
services February 24-27. Sunday AM at 10:45;
Sunday PM 6:00; Mo/Tu/We at 7:00. Evangelist will
be Blake Gideon from Edmond First Baptist Church.
Music will be led by Allen Kimberlin from OKC
Village Baptist Church

Calvary Baptist Church
is accepting applications for a full time
Maintenance Engineer. Applications can be
picked up at WorkForce Oklahoma.

Emmanuel Baptist Church,
Mead, is seeking a Bi-Vo Music
Director/Worship Leader.
Interested persons can contact
Randy Lewis, 580 916 0818.

Western Meadows Baptist Church is
prayerfully searching for a
Bi-Vocational Music Minister. If you
are interested please contact pastor, Terrell Suggs at 580-916-0877
or Terrell@meadowschurch.com
Please pray for our
pastorless churches
Blue River Fellowship, Brown BC,
Caddo FBC

Happy Birthday &
Happy Anniversary
Birthdays
2/2 - Corky Stinett
2/2 - Beverly Serner
2/2 - Cindy Cloyd
2/4 - Billie Hamilton
2/9 - Jay Perry
2/13 - Kay Groce
2/16 - Ken Bartholomew
2/19 - Donald Robinson
2/20 - Zona Loyd
2/21 - Alvie Thornton
2/26 - Heather McNeill

Wedding Anniversaries
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Billie & Donald Robinson

Ministry Anniversaries
2/11/07 - Darren Wallace Streetman Rd
2/18/84 - Norma Fullen Colbert
2/18/04 - Elaine Lashley Colbert
2/19/12 - Alvie Thornton Stonecreek
2/20/11 - Vonnie Houser Fairview

LAKE TEXOMA BAPTIST RESORT MINISTRY
2034 Max Road, Mead Ok 73449
580 924 7919 cell 580 220 7530
bjdecker@hughes.net
I hope everyone had a very nice Christmas and that
your New Year will be fantastic with all of the
Blessings God has for you.
We are looking forward to a very productive New
Year here at LTBRM and hope to see our local
churches use our campgrounds for Church Retreats
We would love to see some of you take part in our
Summer Missions Program.
AD DeVore, our Lake Chaplain, had open heart
surgery on December 18th. I spoke to him on
December 27th and he was doing well. He wanted
me to tell everyone Thank You for the prayers. He
was so appreciative of all the prayers and said he felt
all the prayers being offered on his behalf. I am sure
he would appreciate your continued prayers through
his recovery.
May God Bless Each of You,
Barbara Decker
Be prepared to come
to the new and exciting VBS clinic right
here in Bryan County!

March 23rd
Watch for times and
place!
Let’s come together to
make everybody’s VBS better as to share the
gospel with more children all over our county!

The spring semester has begun at Southeastern BCM!
Many of our students had opportunities to serve on
mission this past Christmas break. By the movement
and grace of the Father, we were able to send teams to
St. Louis, New Orleans, New York City and East Asia.
On all of these trips we saw a mighty move of God in
the hearts of those we encountered and shared with;
seeing many people place their trust and salvation in
our Lord Jesus Christ and get connected into a local
church body for discipleship. These trips have
catalyzed our students into seeing the need for the
Gospel not only internationally, but here at home as
well – on our campus, among our people group. There
will be many opportunities for our students to share the
Gospel on campus this semester, through their
classes, living in the dorms, Bible studies, events that
the BCM will have and through Noonday Lunches –
Noonday has provided an opportunity for us to reach
students that we may not otherwise reach and we are
so grateful for all of the support and great meals that
have been provided by the churches. We could not
have Noonday Lunch without you, the Noonday Lunch
Heros! If there are any questions about Noonday Lunch
or if you would like students to come and share about
the Christmas break mission opportunities, please call
Josh Anderson at (520) 208-3788 or email at janderson@bgco.org. We would love to send students your
way!
Grace and Peace
Josh Anderson, BCM Associate

BCM Lunch Heroes
for Spring Semester
February 6th – Calvary

Upcoming Senior Events
Trips: (Please call the BBA office to reserve
your place on the bus. Leave your name and
phone number.)
February 22 - Amish Buffet - Leave from
Fairview BC parking lot at 5:00pm. The bus fee
will be $3.

Luncheons:
February 13th Bokchito, Faith
March 13th Durant, First

February 13th – Roberta/Bennington
February 20th – Western Meadows
February 27th – Armstrong
March 6th – Kemp
March 13th – Caddo/Robinson
March 20th – Glen Eyrie
March 27th – Mead/Yuba

Colby Corsaut 580-564-7082
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Phone: 580-924-2351
Emails:
Tim@bbaok.com
DeeDee@bbaok.com
Website: bbaok.com
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Director of Missions---------Tim Bowen
Administrative Assistant --DeeDee Pena
Moderator-----------------------Philip Stephens
Vice-Moderator---------------Jacob Toews
Clerk-----------------------------John Heath
Treasurer---------------------- Haley Stringfellow
Office Hours - Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 - 4:30
Fri. 8:30 - 1:00
We love to have your church’s events in the
Challenger. If you or your church have any
announcements or news you would like to be
included in next month’s Challenger, please contact
the BBA office before February 15th.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Pastor/Staff
Conference
10:30am at
BBA Ladies Bible
Study 12:00

WEDNESDAY

3

4

5

6

10

11

Pastor/Staff
Conference
10:30am at
BBA Ladies Bible
Study 12:00

13

Pastor/Staff
Conference
BBA Ladies Bible
Study 12:00

20

Pastor/Staff
Conference
10:30am at
BBA Ladies Bible
Study 12:00

27

17

24

BBA
office
closed

18

25

12

19

26

Rose Day
22nd Annual
Pro-life Rally
OKC

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

Senior Adult
Luncheon @
Bokchito, Faith

State VBS Clinic
Muskogee FBC

28

Roadrunners’ Trip
Amish Buffet

