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Foreword 

 

The history of Bryan Baptist Association from 1910 through 1975 is chronicled 

in the book CO-OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD by Erma Leigh Taylor. The his-

tory of Bryan Baptist Association is continued in this work, entitled, CO-

OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD, Volume II, and covers the years of 1976 

through 2010. 

To give the reader a glimpse of the activities of Bryan Baptist Association dur-

ing its first one hundred years, the editors will often refer to Erma Leigh Taylor‘s his-

tory and to other documents, before going into the specific treatment of the years 

from 1976 through 2010. 

CO-OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD, Volume II, is made up of two parts: 

 ● The history of Bryan Baptist Association, 1976-2010, 

 ● The history of the individual churches in the Association, 1976-2010. 

While care has been taken to mention many of the names of those servants whose 

hearts and hands have been in the work of God in Bryan Baptist Association from 

1976 through 2010, the aim of this brief history is to trace the hand of God, Himself, 

as the Husbandman overseeing the workers in His vineyard.  

To those of you who have been faithful in the vineyard, whose names are not writ-

ten in this volume, rest assured that your names are indelibly inscribed into the Lamb‘s 

Book of Life and that He is ―not unmindful of your service toward Him.‖ 

When possible, the exact words of the workers in the vineyard have been used in 

order to capture the spirit of service in Bryan Baptist Association during these last 

34 years. CO-OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD, Volume II is written, to a great 

extent, by the people who lived it—by the ―called out‖ ones who accepted the glorious 

Gospel of Jesus Christ along with the burden of sharing it. ―Yea, woe is me if I preach 

not the Gospel.‖ (I Corinthians 9:16)  

May this recounting of God at work in the churches of Bryan Association and in the 

mission endeavors that sent the Gospel around the world, be a blessing to every 

reader. 

 

Skip Robinson, Co-Editor 
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ter. She has worked on many books before and knows how to do the job. If she had 

not picked up a huge share of the load, where would this manuscript be? Certainly not 

in the form it is in today. Also, she is responsible for reproducing the photographs the 

readers will view with enjoyment. (Maybe even through tear-filled eyes.) Thank you is 

not a strong enough word to express appreciation, but I cannot come up with another 

word. Thank you, Patricia! 

No flowery words can describe our appreciation to DeeDee Pena for the tireless ef-

fort she put into producing the second volume of Bryan Baptist Association History. 

She called, e-mailed, and wrote many messages to the churches in Bryan Baptist Asso-

ciation asking for their input. She went beyond the call of duty to see that this material 

got into book form. She helped Patricia with the photograph reproduction. She re-

searched the history of several churches. She never gave up when the hope for a 

bright outcome for this project was fading. In spite of her heavy workload, she always 

cheerfully responded to phone calls with answers to questions. As of now, thank you 

will have to do. 

We are indebted to Brother Terrell Suggs because he took up the slack when we 

floundered around trying to think of a person to write specific reports. We breathed 

sighs of relief when he offered to write many reports about subjects that were foreign 

to some of us. We sincerely appreciate his writing skills that helped to tie the book to-

gether. His cooperation on completing this immense project is deeply appreciated. 

Thank you sincerely, Brother Terrell! 

The person who headed up this project was Skip Robinson. He set up the book in 

such a way that reports fell into their proper categories. He managed to guide us 

through the stormy waters when we were about to sink. His steadfast attitude toward 

finishing the book on time challenged us to keep on keeping on. After each meeting, I 

came away thinking, This can be done. Then I would return home and get to work. 

Skip, your leadership on this endeavor is greatly appreciated. Much gratitude is ex-

tended to you. 

I want to offer my appreciation to my pastor, Brother Buddy Johnson, for the help 
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he has given me in my research. Thank you, Brother Buddy! 

Most of all, thanks be to our Heavenly Father for guiding the work of the missionar-

ies, ministers, teachers, deacons, musicians, volunteers, and all Christians of Bryan 

Baptist Association from the first days until now. We praise You for guiding the pio-

neers who began this work through trying periods of our history, so that today we can 

worship in comfortable churches and pleasant surroundings. Thank You for growing 

the Association into its present state. 

We give You the praise for providing the good health, vision, clear minds, and abili-

ties to the workers who were involved, in order for us to complete this history. Thank 

You for reliable computers and for the expert knowledge that our co-workers possess 

enabling us to finish this task. Thank You for the comfortable work settings so we 

could perform our duties from our homes and offices. Thank You for every person who 

contributed to this work. Praise You for the finished work! We pray that Your name will 

be glorified as this book is read! 

 

Dolores White Kiser, Co-Editor 
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work. Her gifted writing skills, disciplined commitment and love for the Lord combine 
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Part I — What Is A Baptist Association? 
 

What is a Baptist Association? When you hear the words ―Baptist Association,‖ the 

word ―voluntary‖ is not far behind. (The same is true for the words, ―Baptist Church;‖ 

the word ―autonomous‖ is not far behind). Non-Baptists may look at the Bryan Baptist 

Association and think that it must be the first step in the hierarchical arrangement of 

authority for ―The Baptist Church.‖ Since there is no organization for the passing down 

of dogma in Baptist circles and since each Baptist Church is autonomous, there is no 

―The Baptist Church.‖ There exists, however, among Baptists, a spirit of cooperation 

and service. There is a mutual and reciprocal concern for sister churches which is shar-

ing the glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

A Baptist Association is a voluntary body of churches cooperating under God to 

carry out His purpose in sending His son to earth. (Taylor, IV) This is set forth in John 

3:16 and Matthew 28:19-20. The churches in an Association which cooperate voluntar-

ily to carry out the mission and spirit of the Gospel must be composed of a body of be-

lievers in ―One Lord, one faith and one baptism.‖ (Eph 4:5) The Association is a means 

by which a member church can extend its influence and enhance its ministry as it co-

operates with its sister churches in the Association. 

The theme of voluntary cooperation is abundant in the historical records of the 

Bryan Baptist Association. It is well expressed as the theme of the 2005, Annual 

Meeting of Bryan Baptists, ―Doing more together than we could ever do alone.‖ This 

reflects clearly the generous spirit in which the member churches of our Association 

pledge themselves to one another for the mutual benefit of all and for the carrying out 

of the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. (Acts 1:8) 
 

*** 

In 1873, at the first meeting of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Baptist Association, 

(forerunner of the Bryan Baptist Association), a preacher by the name of Dr. S. W. 

Marston of St. Louis was invited to speak. Armed with the Word of God and wisdom, 

Dr. Marston explained to the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association how the Association 

should function in relationship to its member churches. His text was Isaiah 1:18, 

―Come now and let us reason together.‖ His sermon outline is exemplary. 
 

I. The limitation of Associational Power. 

 1. It has no right to make laws for churches. These have already been made 

  by Christ. 

 2. (Or) to change the doctrines and ordinances which Christ has given to the  

  churches. 
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 3. It has no judicial authority by which personal or church difficulties may be 

  settled. Church action is supreme. 

II. The extent of Associational Power. 

 1. It has a right to express an opinion as to the interpretation of Christ‘s laws 

  regulating the affairs of each church. 

 2. (And) to devise ways and means by which the churches, in a united 

  capacity, may advance the cause of Christ. 

 3. (And) to withdraw its fellowship from any church in the body which is 

  not sound in doctrine and practice. 

 4. In fine,… the Association is simply a voluntary and advisory organization 

  designed to promote Christian fellowship and the dissemination of 

  Divine Truth.‖ 

(Choctaw-Chickasaw Associational Minutes, 1873, page 9) 
 

September 14, 1911, is the date from which Bryan Baptist Association traces 

its lineage. This year, 2010, represents the l00th anniversary of the Bryan Baptist As-

sociation. However, the Baptists of Indian Territory were the ones who made the way 

plain for our Association. It was this group which first realized the need for an Associa-

tion, as a means of encouragement and as a vehicle for the gathering of funds for mis-

sionary endeavors. Indeed, these missionary colporteurs were the earliest associa-

tional missionaries. 

 The beginning of the work was difficult. These Baptists had never seen an auto-

mobile nor talked on a telephone. They suffered from lack of health care, from blazing 

summers and freezing winters, and from slow and laborious travel conveyances. They 

also lacked funds. Nevertheless, their hearts yearned to spread the Gospel and this de-

sire to witness to the saving power of Jesus overran all obstacles including the lines of 

ethnicity. Mr. Willis Burns, Chairman of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Committee on As-

sociational Missions, reported, ―We have an area of 23,000 square miles, and to oc-

cupy this county we have only three white missionaries, five native ordained ministers, 

three colored and nine licentiates – natives. This number is insufficient to cultivate this 

large field.‖ (Choctaw-Chickasaw Baptist Association Minutes, 1874, Appendix C) 

Lack of funds limited this group which served as the forerunner of the Bryan Bap-

tist Association. Historical records are clear. The people yearned for and prayed for 

funds that would enable them to reach their area of ministry, which covered three to 

four counties. The 1875 Minutes describe a meeting held at the Sardis Church, Choc-

taw Nation. ―On Sunday, November 23, 1875, there was preaching all day to large and 

attentive audiences. Brethren Rogers, Hogue, Murrow, and Fulsom and others occu-
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pied the stand several times and preached excellent sermons…On Monday, the horn 

blew quite early and all the brethren and the congregation gathered in a final service…

which for deep Christian feeling and brotherly love will not soon be forgotten. Hands 

were clasped and united in loving devotion to the Lord Christ and His service.‖ In spite 

of this gracious spirit, no funds (for missions) were forthcoming.  

At the annual meeting of 1877, held at the Philadelphia Church, Blue County, 

(the first church organized in Indian Territory, just north of Pirtle in Bryan County), 

the organizer of the Association, Reverend J. S. Murrow sadly announced that the As-

sociation could acquire no missionaries since no mission money had been given. He 

suggested that the ―Executive Committee‖ of the Association ―be dispensed with.‖  

This announcement was followed by impassioned missionary speeches in both 

Choctaw and English. One Choctaw minister, known only as Old Brother Burns, and 

described as a ―missionary who gets no salary and has to plough to support his family, 

though above the age of 60,‖ took the pulpit. It is said that he ―electrified all hearts 

with a feeling speech and pledged to give $10 himself and plough for the money.‖ The 

result of the speeches from the floor was pledges for $70. The work of the Choctaw-

Chickasaw Baptist Association could continue, but with a clearer vision and a 

greater resolve to spread the Gospel. 

 

Philadelphia at Blue Marker Dedicated 

A historical marker commemorating the founding of Philadelphia Church 

was dedicated April 11, 2010 at Blue Baptist Church in Bryan Association. 

The Philadelphia Church was founded by early missionary Ramsey Potts in 

1837 and was the first church among the Choctaw Indian Nation. The Phila-

delphia Church is now defunct, but its 

church bell hangs in the bell tower of 

Stubblefield Chapel on the campus of 

Oklahoma Baptist University. The 

marker, the 25th erected by the Baptist 

Historical Society of Oklahoma, was 

placed at the Blue Baptist Church 

(established in 1897), which is the near-

est church to the old site. 

 

The next year, at the l878 meeting of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association, the 

member churches took a new look at their responsibilities as cultivators of the wide 
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fields which lay before them. The mission report at this meeting comes from a man 

whose name did not come down to us. Nevertheless, this committeeman‘s comments 

are full of pathos and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

―We must get the conviction, that if we should arrive to a higher degree of success 

as Baptists, we must be active workers ourselves. We must help support the pastors of 

our churches…go out into destitute parts of our Association and supply them with the 

Gospel. We must work ourselves and under God encourage others to work; we must 

be ‗co-workers with God.‘ ‖ (Choctaw-Chickasaw Minutes, 1878, page 10) 

With true missionary zeal, the members of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association 

went to work. They sent out three missionaries to the more destitute parts of the two 

Indian Nations. Reverend Colbert went to the Chickasaws; Reverend Walton to the 

southeastern part of the Choctaw Nation and Lewis Cass ministered near his home. 

Reverend Colbert worked 8 days, preached 8 sermons, traveled 130 miles, prayed with 

4 families, had 16 religious conversations, had 1 conversion and collected $2.50 cash. 

Brother Cass worked 16 days, traveled 172 miles, baptized 2 and restored another. 

Reverend Walton worked 30 days, preached 30 sermons and traveled 275 miles. Each 

of the men was paid $10 for his work. (Choctaw-Chickasaw Minutes, 1879, pp. 7,8) 

The Association began to grow, exploding from 16 churches in 1872 to 41 churches 

in 1892. Philadelphia joined the Association in 1872 and Caddo joined in 1873, along 

with Colbert in 1887, Yarnaby in 1891, and Cale (Calera) in 1893. 

 The 1879 meeting of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association was held at Heb-

ron, 20 miles east of Stringtown, I.T., on September 19. The records claim that all 

the delegates went up ― in the right spirit‖ and two of the delegates ―walked 60 miles 

to attend.‖ (Choctaw-Chickasaw Minutes, 1879, p. 11) 

The Choctaw-Chickasaw Association, which ministered to what is now Bryan, 

Atoka, and Johnston counties and involved 41 member churches, lasted from 1872 

to 1893. (The cherished records are housed in the Archives of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-

versity, but regrettably only seven of these some 20 years have come down to us.) 

We do, however have the minutes of the 1893 Annual Meeting which contain the 

reconstituting of the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association into the Bethel Associa-

tion. 

The minutes state that 12 churches withdrew from the Choctaw-Chickasaw As-

sociation to form the Bethel Association and that withdrawal was for the purpose 

of ―continuing the work of the parent organization.‖ The reasoning was that more peo-

ple could be reached, less time taken to reach them and more time could be given to 

nurturing the churches to greater maturity. This huge ministry, covering 23,000 square 

miles could better be done by two Associations rather than one. Other churches joined 
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the original 12 and sometime between 1893 and 1906, the following churches became 

a part of the Bethel Association: Bennington, Blue, Bokchito, Durant First, Ma-

toy, Roberta, and Yuba.  

Cortez Stubblefield 
 

Cortez Stubblefield was pastor of First Baptist Church, Durant from 

1901 to 1908. How he came to be a pastor and of this church is an amazing 

story: 

Cortez Stubblefield was born in Tennessee in 1848 and his family 

moved to Texas three years later. He joined a church at the age of 21 and 

felt the call to preach but resisted the call and worked as a cowboy, farmer, 

cattleman, store owner, and road builder. 

He married Sally Moore of Waco, Texas. She had the reputation of be-

ing the best-looking girl in the county. They had seven children. She died in 

1883 leaving four surviving children. Her parents cared for the children 

while Stubblefield went to Indian Territory to look for work. He contracted 

to build the roadbed for the Santa Fe railroad from Ardmore to Oklahoma 

City  

While in Oklahoma he met Miss Jessie Huff who was 20 years younger. 

As an orphan she had been reared in New Mexico. They married in 1886, 

moved to Ardmore and his children came to live with them. Eight more chil-

dren were born to this marriage which lasted until the end of his life. 

He became an active layman in the church while living in Texas and 

was elected a deacon. Dr. B. H. Carroll, who was teaching at Baylor, be-

came his mentor and Stubblefield would accompany him to meetings at 

churches. Finally he accepted the call to preach and was ordained to the 

ministry in 1889 when he was 41-years old. This was the beginning of a 41 

year span of ministry that lasted to the end of his life. 

Lacking seminary or formal training, Stubblefield was a deep student of 

the Bible. He also had a natural gift of communication that made him a very 

effective minister to the people who lived in what is now southern Okla-

homa. 

His first experience as a minister was as a missionary in the Indian Ter-

ritory under appointment of the Baptist Home Mission Society of New York. 

At that time many churches in Indian Territory had been started by north-

ern churches before Southern Baptist Convention work began in the area.  

J. S. Murrow of Atoka was also a territorial missionary and Stubblefield 
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looked to him for tutelage. In 1892 he began serving as the vice president 

of the territorial convention and held the post until 1899. Although his home 

was in Ardmore he served as minister for six churches whose membership 

ranged from 24 to 63.  

The Baptist Church at Ardmore was organized in 1889 and in 1891 

Stubblefield was called to serve as pastor. After a year they had 47 mem-

bers who had contributed $1364 with $600 of that for the pastor‘s salary. 

They were one of only two churches in the Indian Territory that was self-

supporting. By 1895 the church had 159 members. 

He worked with the churches in the 20 associations in Indian Territory 

and urged them to begin Sunday Schools. When he made his first survey, 

only 9 of the 172 churches had Sunday Schools. He also urged the churches 

to begin recording church statistics. 

As more people began to move into Indian Territory and more churches 

were formed, the associations began to divide and form new associations. 

In 1895 he was called to be pastor in Duncan in the new Mullins Associa-

tion. Although this was a financial sacrifice for him and more work than if 

he had stayed in Ardmore it was his nature to want to help churches that 

need leadership. During his three years at Duncan the church became self -

supporting and began contributing to missions. 

Many of the churches in Indian Territory were aligned with both the 

northern and southern Baptist organizations. They also had separate territo-

rial organizations. Fortunately the leaders were amicable and saw the need 

for reaching a solution. Cortez Stubblefield, who had been under appoint-

ment by the northern Home Mission Society, was appointed to a committee 

to work out cooperation between the two groups. The solution allowed indi-

vidual churches to continue to be dually aligned but members of the Baptist 

Territorial Convention of Indian Territory which received equal support from 

the Home Mission Society and the Home Mission Board of Atlanta.  

In 1899 he was appointed to be general missionary for the Baptist Ter-

ritorial Convention. 

He supervised and coordinated the work of over 40 missionaries in the 

territory and spent the next year going to the churches to explain the 

changes and to urge their support. 

In 1896 the First Baptist Church in Durant split over decisions concern-

ing a building program for the church. Both factions claimed to be The First 
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Baptist Church. In the summer of 1901 Stubblefield went to Durant to 

preach a revival meeting. During the time of revival the two groups became 

reconciled and they called Stubblefield as pastor. After a few months they 

were able to resume construction on the building foundation that had been 

laid in 1896. By June 1902 the church had been completed and a parsonage 

had been built for the pastor and family. Membership had increased to 175. 

When he resigned after seven years at Durant the church had grown to 

about 300 members. 

In May, 1909 he became pastor of First Baptist Church, Ada where he 

served until October 1915. He was also president of the Oklahoma Baptist 

Convention that year. In 1916 at the age of 68 he became pastor of First 

Baptist Church, Miami where he served for eleven years. The church named 

him pastor emeritus after he resigned. Stubblefield died at his home in Mi-

ami on November 6, 1930 while the state convention was meeting in Okla-

homa City.  

In 1963 the original building for the First Baptist Church, Shawnee was 

moved to the OBU campus under the auspices of the Historical Commission 

of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma. The windows of the build-

ing were damaged and some were missing. A few years prior, the First Bap-

tist Church, Durant had built a new church structure, and had stored the 

windows from their first building. Amazingly, these windows from a church 

that was built during Stubblefield‘s pastorate fit the empty windows of the 

Shawnee church and are now in the Stubblefield Chapel on the OBU cam-

pus. 

(The information in this article is based on research by Dr. E. W. Thorn-

ton, OBU professor of history, published in The Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle, 

Autumn, 1963.) 
 

On September 8, 1911, the Eighteenth Annual Session of the Bethel Baptist As-

sociation, composed of 40 churches located mainly in the areas of what is now 

Bryan, Atoka, and Johnston Counties, met and passed the following resolution: 
 

―Whereas, the matter of organizing an Association in Atoka and in 

Bryan County has been generally agreed upon and believing that the Mas-

ter‘s work can be more effectively done by two county Associations than as 

the matter now stands, be it resolved, First: that when the session of the 

Bethel Association shall have finished its business and shall have ad-
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journed said adjournment shall be without date. ― 
 

Six days later, on September 14, 1911, 23 churches in Bryan County met at Bok-

chito and organized the Bryan County Missionary Baptist Association (Taylor, p 

10). On September 1, 1927, several churches in Marshall and Johnston Counties 

united with the Association and its name was changed to The Bryan Missionary 

Baptist Association. 

On October 12, 1956, a Constitutional Amendment was made to change Article I to 

read as follows: ―This organization shall be known as Bryan Baptist Association.‖ 

This name change was published in the Book of Reports for the Annual Meeting of the 

Association on October 7-9, 1974, but was not officially approved until October 6-7, 

1975. (Bryan Baptist Association Minutes of Annual Meeting, 1975) 

 

 

† † † 

Bryan Baptist Association Office 
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The Leader of The Association, The Director of Missions 

 

Although the Bryan Missionary Baptist Association was born on September 14, 

1911, many years passed before leadership could be defined and obtained. 

As late as 1931, the Association was still struggling without a missionary leader. 

The official report for 1931 states, ―We find the condition deplorable, and our brothers 

and sisters should be awakened to the conditions…that now several churches are pas-

torless and have been throughout the year.‖ In 1932, the plea was echoed, ―We be-

lieve that the right man on the field would not only strengthen our local work but 

would be a great source of strength to our Cooperative Program as well.‖ (1932 An-

nual Report of the Bryan Missionary Baptist Association, p. 13). 

In the year 1933, although our nation was still in the throes of the Great Depres-

sion, there arose the recurring plea for leadership in Bryan Missionary Baptist As-

sociation. ―Sin is running riot and we have no missionary on the field…We believe 

that the greatest need in the world today is not financial prosperity, nor political lead-

ership, but a turning to God.‖ (1933 Annual Report of the Bryan Missionary Baptist As-

sociation, p. 11). 

Though the Association lacked leadership, it decided in 1934, to ―put on an evan-

gelistic campaign and carry the Gospel of Christ to every nook and cranny of the Asso-

ciation.‖ The result of that campaign ―was that scores of souls were saved and bap-

tized…and about half the schoolhouses in the land were touched by revival.‖ (1934 An-

nual Report of the Bryan Missionary Baptist Association, p. 17). 

Beginning in 1934, the Association set aside $25 a month to help support a 

―District Missionary.‖ The Association also reached out to Southwestern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, asking the Seminary to ―arrange to 

have a group of students, who are volunteers for mission work, to visit our field.‖ It 

wasn‘t until 1940, however that the Association became consistent in employing a full-

time missionary. 

 

Following are the biographical sketches of the men of God who have led our Bryan 

Baptist Association during the years from 1976– through 2010. 

 

† † † 
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CARRELL HOOPER 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS  

1957 — 1984 

 

Carrell Hooper began his service as Direc-

tor of Missions for Bryan Baptist Association in 

July 1957. He served until February 1984. 

Pauline Hooper passed away July 6, 2007. 
 

Brother Hooper‘s report: 

1. I enjoyed visiting our churches at least 

three times a year—Sunday mornings, 

evenings, and Wednesdays. 

2. Every church was giving a percentage 

to Associational Missions and the Cooperative Program monthly. 

3. Some of the churches were extending indefinite calls to their pastors, while 

others were calling them on a yearly basis. 

4. After we built our cabin at Falls Creek, we took our children to a music camp. 

When Joan Butler from Ada moved out of state, we were one of 13 associa-

tions to start the Children‘s Camp at Falls Creek. That was in the 80‘s. 

5. While serving as DOM, I worked ten years as Security Guard at Falls Creek and 

16 years managing the grocery store. After I retired, I managed the concession 

stands at Children‘s Camp from 1984-1987. 

6. In 1983, I called our churches to come together and cooperate in a countywide 

revival held in the arena at the Durant Rodeo Grounds. Bo Baker, from Irving, 

TX was the evangelist.  

7. After I retired, Sam Vinall was the next DOM. He asked me to be the Emeritus 

of Bryan Baptist Association. I believe that was at the Annual Meeting in 1990.  

8. After retirement, I served as pastor of Mead Hi-Way at Mead, Lake View at 

Kingston, and Grace Baptist Church in Durant. Afterward, I supplied at Grace 

Indian Church at Calera. 
 

The driving statements for all my work are the verses found in Matthew 28: 19-20: 

―Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

―Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 

10 



 

 

am with you always, even unto the end of the world. A-men.‖ 

And Philippians 4:13: ―I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.‖  
 

Carrell Hooper 

† † † 

SAM H. VINALL 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

1984 — 1993  

In February 1984 Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion called Reverend Sam H. Vinall as Director 

of Missions to replace Reverend Carrell 

Hooper who was retiring. Brother Vinall had 

previously been serving as Minister of Educa-

tion at First Baptist Church in Durant and as 

Associational Sunday School Director. He and 

his wife, Joyce, had three children Sam, 

David, and Cheryl. 

Major Associational events during Brother Vinall‘s tenure include two Sunday School 

Revivals with Leon Kilbreth, evangelist, in March 1984 and March 1987. The latter was 

followed up in the fall of 1987 with a Sunday School Growth Campaign in which nine 

Sunday School consultants assisted Associational churches to plan for growth in their 

Sunday Schools. For several years a group of pastors accompanied Brother Vinall to 

Glorieta Baptist Conference Center in New Mexico for Sunday School Week. 

Several new churches were started during these years. These were: Faith Baptist 

Church in Bokchito, Community Baptist Church in Achille, First Hispanic Baptist Church 

in Durant, Western Meadows Baptist Church west of Durant, Streetman Road Baptist 

Church west of Mead, and Emmanuel Baptist Church west of Mead. 

Several acres of land were donated for an Associational Campground near Caddo. 

The land was developed somewhat and used for several Men‘s Ministry meetings.  

Brother Vinall led an Association-wide youth mission trip to the Houston area. It 

was comprised of youth, pastors, and sponsors from several smaller churches. The 

youth assisted a small church with Vacation Bible School and were able to reach and 

minister to children in the area. An Associational Youth Council was organized and 

elected to plan this mission trip and other monthly youth activities. 

The Associational Falls Creek Cabin was updated and remodeled creating a more 

open eating/meeting area. The Associational cabin, along with other neighboring cab-
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ins, was used each summer to enable youth from Associational churches to attend 

Falls Creek. 

This was a time during which the liquor industry began promoting the adoption of 

liquor-by-the-drink in many Oklahoma counties. Twice Brother Vinall led the Bryan 

County community of churches to successfully defeat liquor-by-the-drink in two coun-

tywide elections. Churches of many denominations banded together to accomplish 

this. Much assistance was provided by the Sooner Alcohol and Narcotics Education or-

ganization. 

The Lake Texoma Ministry was begun during this time to share the Gospel message 

with the many people who come to Lake Texoma for recreation throughout the year. 

It was started as a joint ministry of Bryan Baptist Association, Grayson Baptist Associa-

tion in Texas, and the Oklahoma and Texas State Conventions. Land was later made 

available for this ministry by the Lake Corp of Engineers.  

An Association-Wide evangelistic tent revival was held in 1991 with Wayne Bristow, 

evangelist. There was a large meeting tent and a smaller counseling tent. It was a 

great success attracting many unchurched people from the community with many sal-

vations and rededications. However, due to a rain and windstorm causing the smaller 

tent to collapse, the last night had to be moved to First Baptist Church, Durant‘s audi-

torium. 

Reverend Vinall continued as Director of Missions for Bryan Baptist Association until 

February 1993 when he was called as the Adult Consultant for the Baptist General 

Convention of Oklahoma.  
 

† † † 

 

DR. JOHN D. RIGGS 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

1993 — 2001 

Dr. John D. Riggs served as Director of 

Missions for Bryan Baptist Association from 

1993-2001. He came to that position with 

more than forty years in local pastorates in 

Arkansas, Texas, and Oklahoma. His educa-

tion included a Bachelor of Arts Degree from 

Baylor University, Waco, Texas; Master of Di-

vinity, and Doctor of Ministry from Southwest-
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ern Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Texas; certification in Clinical Pastoral Training 

from Big Spring Hospital, Big Spring, Texas; and certification in Intentional Interim 

Ministry for the Center for Congregational Health, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

Despite the fact that Dr. Riggs had spent his adult life in local pastorates, he felt 

that obedience to God‘s call was of primary importance. When the call came to serve 

as Director of Missions, he readily accepted it feeling secure that this was God‘s will at 

that time in his life. The position required a different path for him than the one he had 

followed for so many years because now he would be a pastor to pastors. He assisted 

pastors and church staff in various ways such as leading and/or training church lead-

ers; organizing local, national, and international mission outreach; provided counsel 

and assistance to churches seeking staff members; directed the Oklahoma Baptist Uni-

versity‘s Training Institute, Durant Center; as well as teaching courses for college 

credit. The University‘s Training Center was a way in which pastors could receive addi-

tional training or a college degree without having to leave jobs or church responsibili-

ties. The myriad responsibilities enabled John to be a co-laborer with churches and 

staff in the effort to reach and disciple for Christ. 

Dr. Riggs, to those who knew him, was Brother John. His background was very 

much like those of the kids he grew up with in Jacksonville, Arkansas. His parents 

were blue-collar workers. His father supervised a crew on the railroad; they inspected 

and kept in good repair the rails for the trains. He measured his years on the job by 

how many winters he had survived. When telling someone about the length of time he 

had been with the railroad, he would say something such as, ―I have worked thirty-

seven winters for the railroad.‖ John‘s mother was an encourager to the five boys (no 

girls). She expected them to do the very best with their God-given abilities. 

John married his high school sweetheart. Two daughters, eight grandchildren, and 

fourteen great grandchildren have come from that union. The daughters chose educa-

tion and medical transcription as vocations; the grandchildren are in education, pano-

ramic photography, youth ministry, veterinary medicine, and physical therapy. All con-

sidered ―Gramps‖ to be their hero and Christ to be their Lord. 

While serving as Director of Missions, John was diagnosed with cancer. The love of 

God, encouragement of friends and family, and support of co-laborers, enabled John 

to get through the months of treatment and stay on the job. He felt strongly that God 

had given him additional years in which to serve Him. That is what he did. Even after 

retiring from the Association, he went on to serve in a somewhat lengthy Intentional 

Interim Ministry for a church in Sherman, Texas. He finished that interim shortly be-

fore his death in 2004. 

Dr. Riggs, by his life, exhibited the Scripture passage found in Galatians 2:20. ―I 
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have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 

live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 

me.‖ He was truly a servant of God, and a loyal friend. To his family he was a loving 

husband, father, and grandfather. He was simply ―Gramps‖ to family and Brother John 

to those who knew him best. 

 

† † † 

 

TERRELL SUGGS 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

2001 — PRESENT 

Terrell Suggs became Director of Missions 

in June 2001 after having over 30 years of 

pastoral experience. He was born in Goose 

Creek, Texas and raised in north Alabama. He 

graduated from Decatur High School, Deca-

tur, AL in 1964. He married Jan Nelson on 

May 17, 1969 just after graduation from col-

lege. He and Jan have two sons, Monte and 

Andy and four grandchildren. Jan has faith-

fully served by his side for over 41 years. He 

received his Bachelors of Arts degree from Mobile College, Mobile, AL and his Master 

of Divinity from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

He became a Christian and was baptized in 1956 in the First Baptist Church of 

Sheffield, AL. The Lord called him to preach in 1966. His first pastorate was the Rock-

ville Baptist Church, Jackson, AL while in college. He served as Youth Minister while in 

seminary at the First Baptist Church, Picayune, MS. His first full-time pastorate was the 

East Columbia Baptist Church, Columbia, MS where he served until 1977 when he was 

called to the East Philadelphia Baptist Church, Philadelphia, MS. He was then called to 

the First Baptist Church Union, MS in 1981 where he served for 18 years. He became 

an Oklahoman in 1998 when the Fairview Baptist Church, Durant, OK called him as 

pastor. The Bryan Baptist Association extended a call to become its Director of Mission 

after serving Fairview for two and one half years.  

This marks his 10th anniversary as DOM. During this time he has seen the begin-
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ning and ongoing success of such ministry projects as Disaster Relief, the Carroll and 

Pauline Hooper Associational missions offering for volunteers on missions, Families 

Feeding Families that serves a hot meal daily to hundreds of people, the Block Party 

ministry, the Great Physician‘s Pharmacy/clinic, Sunset Cove resort ministry on Lake 

Texoma. Mission projects have included local, state, national, and international in-

volvement. A five-year partnership with Guanajuato, Penjamo, Mexico was especially 

fruitful. The BBA is presently classified with the International Mission Board as a Stra-

tegic Coordinator Association, which means we have adopted the Iquitos unreached 

people group of Iquitos, Peru. At least four teams per year are sent to this very re-

mote and forgotten area. We are in our second year of a projected five-year ministry 

there and have already seen great things accomplished. 

 

† † † 
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Administrative Assistants for the Director of Missions 

The ladies, whose photos you see on this page, are the secretaries/administrative 

assistants that have served the Bryan Baptist Association. We have been blessed in-

deed to be the beneficiaries of their competence, hard work, and faithfulness. Often 

they bear most of the workload and do it with a servant heart. There are times, espe-

cially in preparation for the Annual Meetings, in which enormous amounts of work are 

placed upon them. Yet they always manage to get it done and done well. They de-

serve our deepest and most heartfelt appreciation. 

Lynne Lance 

1984-1986 

served with 

Sam Vinall 

Wilma Robinson 

1986-2000 

served with  

Sam Vinall and 

John Riggs 

Cheryl Gooding 

1973-1984 

served with 

Carrell Hooper and 

Sam Vinall 
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Administrative Assistants for the Director of Missions 

Diane Dean 

2001-2004 

served with  

Terrell Suggs 

DeeDee Pena 

2005-present 

serves with 

Terrell Suggs 

JoAnn Riggs 

2000 

served with 

John Riggs 
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Historical Table Annual Meetings 1911-2010 

 Year    Date     Church          Missionary          Moderator    Clerk       Sermon 

1911 Sep. 14-15 Bokchito, First   J H Boyet M F Cottingham H Boyet 

1912 Aug. 21-23 Caddo   G A Ramsey M F Cottingham W A Vinson 

1913 Aug. 20-21 Kemp   F B Rickerson W A Connely W A Vinson 

1914 Aug. 19-21 Albany   F B Rickerson A E McCreary J T Clinton 

1915 Aug. 18-19 Bennington   G A Ramsey T B Haynes S W North 

1916 Aug. 17-18 Kenefic   J H Boyet Adolph Holt None 

1917 Aug. 25-27 Calera S W North J H Boyet Adolph Holt J T Arrington 

1918 Sep. 25-27 Brown   J H Boyet J M Human W H Horn 

1919 Aug. 26-28 Roberta   E G Butler J M Human F B Rickerson 

1920 Aug. 30-31 Kenefic   E G Butler J M Human S W North 

1921 Aug. 30-31 Durant, First F B Rickerson E G Butler A E McCreary E H White 

1922 Aug. 30-31 Kemp F B Rickerson E Bryan W A Connely W A Vinson 

1923 Sep. 4-6 Durant, First   F B Rickerson I W Archer E Bryant 

1924 Aug. 26-28 Albany   C C Hatchett A E McCreary J E Tucker 

1925 Aug 25-27 Caddo F B Rickerson C C Hatchett A E McCreary H T Wiles 

1926 Aug. 26-27 Durant, First F B Rickerson C C Hatchett A E McCreary W P Week 

1927 Aug. 30-31 Madill G T Herrin C C Hatchett A E McCreary W D Thompson 

1928 Aug. 29-30 Calera G T Herrin C C Hatchett A E McCreary D R Naylor 

1929 Sep. 3-4 Durant, First G T Herrin C C Hatchett A E McCreary George A Dale 

1930 Sep. 9-10 Tishomingo W N Noland C C Hatchett Mrs. A O Green R C Miller 

1931 Sep. 9-10 Caddo   R C Miller A E McCreary R Trammell 

1932 Aug. 30-31 Bokchito, First   A L Johnson A E McCreary G A Gusley 

1933 Aug. 29-30 Colbert   A L Johnson A E McCreary R C Miller 

1934 Sep. 14-15 Yuba J W Archer A L Johnson A E McCreary J M James 

1935 Aug. 21-23 Roberta D L Riley R C Miller A E McCreary Dr. A Potter 

1936 Aug. 19-21 Brown D L Riley R C Miller A E McCreary W N Noland 

1937 Aug. 18-19 Durant, First D L Riley R C Miller C C Stone J M James 

1938 Aug. 18-19 Madill James M Thomas R C Miller A E McCreary M D Gentry 

1939 Aug. 17-18 Calera Floyd Merrill W M Parish M D Gentry R C Miller 

1940 Aug. 25-27 Yuba James M Thomas R C Miller M D Gentry L J Holcomb 

1941 Sep. 25-27 Durant, First Floyd Merrill W M Parish M D Gentry J D Quick 

1942 Aug. 26-28 Calvary Thomas F. Glosup L J Holcomb M D Gentry Christine Pool 

1943 Aug. 30-31 Calera Thomas F. Glosup J W Wade R S Scales Roy Ray Land 

1944 Aug. 30-31 Tishomingo E O Wright J W Wade R S Scales R S Scales 

1945 Aug. 30-31 Yuba E O Wright J W Wade Carl Stringer J W Wade 

1946 Sep. 4-6 Durant, First E O Wright J W Wade R S Scales Floyd Amos 

1947 Aug. 26-28 Achille E O Wright J W Wade Houston Boydstun W J Richardson 

1948 Aug. 25-27 Calera M W J Richardson J B Kirk Houston Boydstun Roy W. Womble 

1949 Aug. 26-27 Brown Floyd R. Amos L L Armstrong Houston Boydstun L L Armstrong 

18 



 

 

1950 Aug. 30-31 Calvary Floyd R. Amos L L Armstrong Houston Boydstun Ray Allen 

1951 Aug. 29-30 Durant, First L L Armstrong L L Armstrong Houston Boydstun Ted Ewing 

1952 Sep. 2-4 Calvary P E Tapp L L Armstrong P E Tapp Harry Boydstun 

1953 Sep. 9-10 Caddo P E Tapp L L Armstrong P E Tapp D C DuBose 

1954 Sept. 8-9 Fairview P E Tapp L L Armstrong P E Tapp John Moody 

1955 Aug. 30-31 Yuba T H Maxberry Carrell Hooper T H Maxberry Paul Wheelus 

1956 Aug. 29-30 Bokchito, First T H Maxberry Carrell Hooper T H Maxberry E L Sparks 

1957 Oct. 10-11 Caddo Carrell Hooper Paul Robinson Gordon Horton  W M Pratt, Jr. 

1958 Oct. 9-10 Colbert Carrell Hooper W M Pratt, Jr. Robert Mills  W M Denton 

1959 Oct. 8-9 Bennington Carrell Hooper W M Pratt, Jr. Robert Mills  D R Cook 

1960 Oct. 13-14 Blue Carrell Hooper Damon Thomas Roy Dittmar  E R Cagle 

1961 Oct. 12-13 Albany Carrell Hooper E R Cagle Roy Dittmar  Leon Hill 

1962 Oct. 15-16 Lee Heights Carrell Hooper E R Cagle Roy Dittmar  J B Lovelace 

1963 Oct. 14-15 Calvary Carrell Hooper  O L Jones Damon Thomas  O L Jones 

1964 Oct. 15-16 Durant, First Carrell Hooper Dr. J M Gaskin Damon Thomas  Dr. J M Gaskin 

1965 Oct. 14-15 Calera Carrell Hooper Dr. J M Gaskin Danny Wood  Earnest L. Potter 

1966 Oct. 13-14 Yuba Carrell Hooper Earnest L Potter Danny Wood  Wayne Naugher 

1967 Oct. 12-13 Fairview Carrell Hooper Earnest L Potter M L Redwine  Eugene Morrison 

1968 Oct. 10-11 Colbert Carrell Hooper Eugene Morrison M L Redwine  M L Redwine 

1969 Oct. 6-7 Caddo Carrell Hooper Eugene Morrison M L Redwine  George McPherson 

1970 Oct. 8-9 Bokchito, First Carrell Hooper Oscar Norris Roy Lee Dittmar  M T Vance 

1971 Oct. 11-12 Trinity Carrell Hooper Oscar Norris Roy Lee Dittmar  Dr. J M Gaskin 

1972 Oct. 9-10 Silo Carrell Hooper George McPherson Roy Lee Dittmar  Roy Lee Dittmar 

1973 Oct. 8-9 Caddo Carrell Hooper George McPherson  Roy Lee Dittmar  Ted Kersh 

1974 Oct. 7-8 Yuba Carrell Hooper Earnest L. Potter Roy Lee Dittmar  Bob Reynolds 

1975 Oct. 6-7 Armstrong Carrell Hooper Earnest L. Potter Dan Bowers  Dan Bowers 

1976 Oct. 4-5 Colbert Carrell Hooper Dan Bowers Earnest L Potter  Weldon Lasater 

1977 Oct. 3-4 Achille Carrell Hooper Charles Williams Earnest L Potter  Bud Jenkins 

1978 Oct. 2-3 Mead, Hiway Carrell Hooper Charles Williams Earnest L Potter  Bob Gibson 

1979 Oct. 8-9 Calvary Carrell Hooper Bob Gibson Earnest L Potter  Dr. Fred Meeks 

1980 Oct. 13 Lee Heights Carrell Hooper Weldon Lasater Earnest L Potter  Robert Griffin 

1981 Oct. 8 Fairview Carrell Hooper Weldon Lasater Earnest L Potter  Roy White 

1982 Oct. 11 Blue Carrell Hooper Robert Griffin Earnest L Potter  Gerald Tidwell 

1983 Oct. 10 Bokchito, First Carrell Hooper Robert Griffin Earnest L Potter  Rodney Cook 

1984 Oct. 8 Fairview Sam H. Vinall Loyd Stout Earnest L Potter  Travis Monday 

1985 Oct. 14 Calera Sam H. Vinall Loyd Stout William H Robinson Dave Cone 

1986 Oct. 15 Caddo Sam H. Vinall Roy O White William H Robinson Randy Childers 

1987 Oct. 19 Lee Heights Sam H. Vinall Roy O White William H Robinson Emmett Boydstun 

1988 Oct. 17 Fairview Sam H. Finall Roy O White Olan Isbell  Ronnie Harris 

1989 Oct. 16 Durant, First Sam H. Vinall Rodney Cook Charles Williams  Gerald Tidwell 

1990 Oct. 15-16 Faith Sam H. Vinall Rodney Cook Charles Williams  Wilford Wisel 

Year    Date     Church  Missionary   Moderator         Clerk       Sermon 
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1991 Oct. 21-22 Mead Sam H. Vinall Bill Robinson Thomas Woodson  Phillip Rowland 

1992 Oct. 19-20 Silo Sam H. Vinall Charles Loyd Thomas Woodson  Darel Bunch 

1993 Oct. 25-26 Colbert John D. Riggs Charles Loyd Winston Smith  Bill Robinson 

1994 Oct. 24-25 Calera John D. Riggs Charles Loyd Winston Smith  Michael Calhoun 

1995 Oct. 21-22 Emmanuel John D. Riggs Ronnie Harris Winston Smith  Dale Ballard 

1996 Oct. 21-22 Calvary John D. Riggs Ronnie Harris Winston Smith  Paul Koonce 

1997 Oct. 20-21 Caddo John D. Riggs Steven Alexander Winston Smith  Steven Taylor 

1998 Oct. 19-20 Durant, First John D. Riggs Dale Ballard Bob McLean  Les Roberts 

1999 Sep. 27-28 Armstrong John D. Riggs Dale Ballard Bob McLean  Jacob Toews 

2000 Sep. 25-26 Emmanuel John D. Riggs Jacob Toews Gerald Kelly  Terrell Suggs 

2001 Sep. 24-25 Mead Terrell Suggs Jacob Toews Gerald Kelly  Gerald Kelly 

2002 Sep. 23-24 Bennington Terrell Suggs Bob McLean Gerald Kelly  Anthony Williams 

2003 Sep. 22-23 Cartwright Terrell Suggs Darel Bunch Gerald Kelly  Jay Perry 

2004 Sep. 20-21 Roberta Terrell Suggs Darel Bunch Gerald Kelly  Ray Earley 

2005 Oct. 17-18 Utica Terrell Suggs Darrell Edwards Gerald Kelly  James Robinson 

2006 Oct. 16-17 Kemp Terrell Suggs Darrell Edwards Gerald Kelly  Charles Loyd 

2007 Oct. 15-16 Silo Terrell Suggs Ray Earley Gerald Kelly  Charles Williams 

2008 Oct. 13-14 Calera Terrell Suggs Bill Ledbetter Darrell Edwards  Alex Benito 

2009 Oct. 12-13 Blue Terrell Suggs Bill Ledbetter Darrell Edwards  Darel Bunch 

2010 Oct. 17 Durant, First Terrell Suggs Heath Murrah Roger Duncan  Anthony Jordan 

 

† † † 

Bryan Baptist Association Churches, Missions and Pastors 

As of August 31, 2010 

Church Pastor 

1. Community Baptist Church of Achille --------------------- Bob Stevens 

2. Achille, First Baptist ----------------------------------------- Larry Metts 

3. Albany Baptist Church--------------------------------------- Jackie Robinson 

4. Red River Valley Cowboy Church, Albany ---------------- George Toma 

5. Armstrong Baptist Church ---------------------------------- Monty Wood 

6. First Baptist Church, Bennington -------------------------- Heath Murrah 

7. Blue Baptist Church ----------------------------------------- Tony Fields 

8. Faith Baptist Church, Bokchito ----------------------------- Scott Melton 

9. First Baptist Church, Bokchito ----------------------------- Preston Burns 

10. Brown Baptist Church ---------------------------------------  

Year    Date      Church  Missionary   Moderator         Clerk       Sermon 
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11. Bushnell Baptist Church ------------------------------------- Kim McGehee 

12. Blue River Fellowship, Caddo ------------------------------ Mack Chambers 

13. First Baptist Church, Caddo -------------------------------- Charles Loyd 

14. First Baptist Church, Calera -------------------------------- Jacob Toews 

15. Cartwright Baptist Church ----------------------------------  

16. Hispanic Mission of Cartwright ----------------------------- Javier Garcia 

17. Cobb Baptist Church ----------------------------------------- Bruce McLaughlin 

18. First Baptist Church, Colbert ------------------------------- Roy Vinson 

19. Calvary Baptist Church, Durant ---------------------------- Darel Bunch 

20. Fairview Baptist Church, Durant --------------------------- Bill Ledbetter 

21. Native American Mission at Fairview, Durant ----------- Dan McLemore 

22. First Baptist Church, Durant ------------------------------- James Robinson 

23. Grace Baptist Church, Durant ------------------------------ Anthony Williams 

24. Lakepoint Community Church, Durant ------------------- Jimmy Brewer 

25. Primera Iglesia Bautista, Durant -------------------------- Alejo Benito 

26. Stone Creek Baptist Church, Durant ---------------------- Fred Resz 

27. Sunset View Baptist Church, Durant ---------------------- Harry Boydstun 

28. Western Meadows Baptist Church, Durant -------------- Darrell Edwards 

29. Hendrix Baptist Church ------------------------------------- Olan Bullard 

30. Kemp Baptist Church ---------------------------------------- Roger Speers 

31. Kenefic Baptist Church -------------------------------------- Royce Couch 

32. Emmanuel Baptist Church, Mead -------------------------- Randy Lewis 

33. Mead Baptist Church, --------------------------------------- Kerry Groce 

34. Streeman Road Baptist Church, Mead -------------------- Darren Wallace 

35. First Baptist Church, Platter -------------------------------- John Heath 

36. Roberta Baptist Church ------------------------------------- Bud Jenkins 

37. Robinson Baptist Church ------------------------------------ Donald Ford 

38. Silo Baptist Church ------------------------------------------ Buddy Johnson 

39. Utica Baptist Church ----------------------------------------- Jay Perry 

40. Wade Baptist Church ---------------------------------------- Charles Williams 

41. First Baptist Church, Yuba ---------------------------------- David Malphrus 

 

† † † 
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Associational Leadership for 2010-2011 

Director of Missions: Terrell Suggs 

Moderator: Heath Murrah  

Vice Moderator: Phillip Stephens 
 

Discipleship Training/Sunday School Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Darren Wallace  

 Youth Sunday School Leader: Mike Goodwin 

 Children‘s/Preschool/Bible Drill Director: Karen Horn 
 

Children’s Camp Steering Committee 

Director of Missions: Terrell Suggs 

 Representative: Kerry Groce 
 

Brotherhood/Men’s Ministry Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Lance Luke 

 Team Member: Pete Wilson 

 R.A. Director: Jason Lowry 
 

Mission Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Troy Phillips 

 Team Members: Jacob Toews, Brandon Buck 
 

Disaster Relief Team 

Team Leader: Clark Harp 

 Assistant Team Leader: Charles Loyd 
 

Evangelism Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Anthony Williams 

Youth Leader: Garry McNeill 

 Youth Team Members: Pete Wilson, Brad Willis, Danny Spoon 

Children‘s Team Leaders: John & Amanda Richards 

 Team Members: Brice Watkins, Dale & Liz Watkins, Geralyn Watkins 

Personal Evangelism Strategist: Alex Benito 
 

Worship and Music Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Bobby Hatcher 

 Pianist: Patricia Hatcher 
 

Church Planting Strategy Team 

Team Leader: Tony Fields 

 Team Members: Norman Ford 

Clerk: Roger Duncan 

Treasurer: Jerry Dowd 
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Vacation Bible School 

Team Leader: Cathy Alley 

 Team Member: Ethel Gray 
 

Woman’s Missions and Ministry 

Team Leader: Sally Ashley 

 Team Members: Tammy Wood, Oneta Ward, Sheresa Lemmones, Zelda Brady, Cathy Alley 
 

Senior Adult Ministry Team 

 Team Leaders: Paul May, James Moss, Esther Dixon 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEES 

 

Credentials Committee Order of Business Committee 

 Alvin Franklin  Sue Harlin 

 Preston Burns  Monty Wright 

 Faye Boydstun  Andy Hanson 

 

Resolutions Committee Time, Place and Preacher Committee 

 Norman Ford  Jay Perry 

 Jim Coleman  Helen Metcalf 

 Roger Duncan  David Malphrus 

 

STANDING COMMITTEES Fellowship Committee 

    Barbara Decker 

Auditing Committee  Jolene Reid 

 Neesa Land  Pam Hudson 

 Larry Lorance 

 Jerry Dowd Nominating Committee 

    DeeDee Pena 

Associational Properties Committee  Winona Boatner 

 Wes Barfield  Karen Horn 

 Doris Arp 

 Dennis Pena Budget and Finance Committee 

    Jerry Dowd 

Trustees  Tommy Hearon 

 Tony Spearman  Gary Forbis 

 Bud Metcalf  Scott Melton 

 J.C. Curtis  Simon Poljakow 
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Falls Creek Committee REPRESENTATIVES 

 Kerry Groce Annuity — Monty Wright 

 Shawn Shirey Baptist Foundation — Norman Ford 

 Tony Simmons Baptist Messenger — Dale Ballard 

 Mike Wingfield Baptist Collegiate Ministries — Clay Young 

 Jimmy Alley Cooperative Program — Mattie Hammell 

 Brent Sexton Family Care Ministries — Carol Daniels 

 Steve ―Little Man‖ Mitchell Historical Commission — Skip Robinson 

   OBU — Charles and Barbara Nickolson 

The Great Physician’s Pharmacy Team S.A.N.E. — Jeremy Rowland 

 Karen Horn, Director ERLC — Don Ford 

 Sally Ashley 

 Carol Gray Baptist Collegiate Ministry (BCM) 

 Debra Horn  Henry Gold 

 Jeff Woodard  Gerald Tidwell 

 Lori Woodard  Becky Britton 

   Clay Young 

   Kerry Groce 

 

 

† † † 
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1976-2009 Yearly Baptisms & Total Yearly Church Receipts 

1976 ................................... 275 ..................................................... 729,430 

1977 ................................... 291 ..................................................... 888,952 

1978 ................................... 224 ..................................................... 948,094 

1979 ................................... 300 .................................................. 1,000,159 

1980 ................................... 199 .................................................. 1,083,329 

1981 ................................... 288 .................................................. 1,385,875 

1982 ................................... 232 .................................................. 1,773,295 

1983 ................................... 400 .................................................. 2,110,415 

1984 ................................... 275 .................................................. 2,126,975 

1985 ................................... 223 .................................................. 1,460,870 

1986 ................................... 312 .................................................. 1,585,165 

1987 ................................... 267 .................................................. 2,265,455 

1988 ................................... 277 .................................................. 2,379,195 

1989 ................................... 306 .................................................. 2,460,318 

1990 ................................... 358 .................................................. 2,663,795 

1991 ................................... 338 .................................................. 2,684,545 

1992 ................................... 229 .................................................. 2,870,125 

1993 ................................... 241 .................................................. 2,826,485 

1994 ................................... 216 .................................................. 3,024,879 

1995 ................................... 242 .................................................. 3,138,811 

1996 ................................... 398 .................................................. 3,156,887 

1997 ................................... 398 .................................................. 3,548,720 

1998 ................................... 351 .................................................. 3,695,296 

1999 ................................... 294 .................................................. 3,977,100 

2000 ................................... 332 .................................................. 4,312,674 

2001 ................................... 271 .................................................. 4,052,518 

2002 ................................... 222 .................................................. 3,991,306 

2003 ................................... 257 .................................................. 4,017,349 

2004 ................................... 238 .................................................. 4,3808,52 

2005 ................................... 257 .................................................. 4,902,856 

2006 ................................... 262 .................................................. 5,095,888 

2007 ................................... 270 .................................................. 5,155,463 

2008 ................................... 249 .................................................. 5,414,122 

2009 ................................... 314 .................................................. 5,759,019 

 

† † † 
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CONSTITUTION 
 ARTICLE 1 – NAME 

This organization shall be known as the Bryan Baptist Association, Incorporated, 

and shall be affilated with the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma and the South-

ern Baptist Convention in voluntary and cooperative relationship. 
 

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE 

The purpose of this association will be to promote fellowship, cooperation in work, 

unity in faith, and to awaken and stimulate among the churches the greatest possible 

activity in evangelism, Christian education, and concert of action in carrying the whole 

Gospel to the whole world. 
 

 ARTICLE III – STATEMENT OF FAITH 

The Article of Faith of this association shall be the Baptist Faith and Message 

adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention in Atlanta, Georgia on June 14, 2000. 
 

 ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP 

The association shall be composed of messengers elected by regular cooperating 

churches which are in harmony with the desire to cooperate with the Association. The 

messengers must be members of the cooperating churches. 

 Each church shall be entitled to three (3) messengers and one (1) additional mes-

senger for each twenty five (25) resident members. No church, however, may elect 

more than ten (10) messengers. 

 Churches wishing to enter fellowship and cooperation with this Association shall 

present a Petitionary Letter and messengers to the Credentials Committee not later 

than ninety (90) days prior to the first day of the Annual Meeting. If found orderly and 

orthodox in respect to the constitution, the Articles of Faith and missionary activities, 

the church may be received into the fellowship of the Association by a two-thirds (2/3) 

vote of the messengers present at an Annual Meeting. 
 

ARTICLE V – DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

The Director of Missions shall lead the Association in accomplishing its purpose as 

stated in Article II under Bylaws 
 

ARTICLE VI – LEADERSHIP 

The leadership of the Association shall consist of General Officers, Program Organi-

zation Leaders, Committees, and Denominational Representatives. All associational 

leaders shall be members of a church cooperating with the Association. They shall be 
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approved by the Executive Board prior to the Annual Meeting and elected at the An-

nual Meeting. Vacancies in positions of leadership which occur during the year may be 

filled by the Executive Board. 

All Associational leaders shall be accountable to the Association and responsible for 

fulfilling the purpose of the Association in their area of leadership. 
 

SECTION I - OFFICERS  

The general officers of the Association shall be: Moderator, Vice-Moderator, 

Clerk, and Treasurer. 

It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside at all sessions of the Association 

and meetings of the Executive Board and Executive Committee, or request the Vice-

Moderator to preside, and discharge such duties as are usually and normally incum-

bent on the president officers of deliberative bodies. No person shall serve as Modera-

tor more than two (2) consecutive years.  

With like duties, the Vice-Moderator shall serve in the absence of the Moderator. 

The Clerk shall keep a record of the proceeding of the Annual Session and meet-

ings of the Executive Board and Executive Committee and a regular file of the minutes 

and church letters of report, and shall report to the Annual Meeting. He and the Direc-

tor of Missions shall be responsible for publication of the minutes and their distribution 

to the churches. The records shall always be available to the use of the Association. At 

each meeting of the Executive Board, the Clerk shall have in hand and be prepared to 

read the minutes of the previous meeting, or at any other time as directed by the 

Board. 

The Treasurer shall be responsible for all Association funds and disburse the same 

as directed by the Association. He shall present an itemized statement of all receipts 

and disbursements monthly to the Executive Board and shall make an annual report to 

the Association at the Annual Meeting. 
  

SECTION II – ASSOCIATIONAL COUNCIL 

The leadership of the Association shall include Program Organization Leaders who 

shall guide in the development of their respective ministries. These leaders shall relate 

directly to the corresponding organizations in the churches, assisting them in the per-

formance of their ministries. These leaders shall report their work to the Annual Meet-

ing. 

These program Organization Leaders shall compose the Association Council. The 

Director of Missions shall serve as chairman of this council and the Moderator serve as 

ex-officio member. This council shall plan, coordinate, and evaluate the work of the 

Association as it pertains to their areas of ministry. 
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SECTION III – COMMITTEES 

The leadership of the Association shall include committees which shall perform 

their duties as described in the Bylaws. Committee Chairmen shall be recommended by 

the Nominating Committee, approved by the Executive Board, and elected at the An-

nual Meeting. The Director of Missions and Moderator shall serve as ex-officio mem-

bers of all committees. 
 

SECTIONAL IV – DENOMINATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

The leadership of the Association shall include Denominational Representative as 

described in the Bylaws Each Representative shall serve as liaison between the Asso-

ciation and the denomination unit he represents. 
 

ARTICLE VII – TRUSTEES 

 The Association shall have three Trustees with terms of Three years to serve on a 

rotating basis. The trustees shall execute all legal documents of the Association as di-

rected by the Association. 
 

ARTICLE VIII - EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Executive Board shall consist of the Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk, Treas-

urer, and Director of Missions of the Association and the Pastor and one (1) elected 

member from each church, in cooperation with the Association. If a church is without 

a pastor, the Interim Pastor or another board member may be elected by the church 

to serve until the new pastor is on the field. The elected Board members shall be 

members of the church they represent. 

The Executive Board shall supervise the work of the Association in accomplishing 

its purpose as stated in Article II. It shall have executive jurisdiction over all matters of 

the Association between its Annual Meetings. The Executive Board shall meet as often 

as necessary. Special called meetings of the Executive Board shall meet as often as 

necessary. Special called meetings of the Executive Board may be called by the Mod-

erator. Written notice must be sent to each Board member at least five (5) days prior 

to the called meeting. Eleven (11) members shall constitute a quorum. 

 There shall be an Executive Committee of the Board, composed of Moderator, Vice

-Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, and Director of Missions. This committee may attend to 

other matters as needs may arise between Executive Board Meetings. The Committee 

shall report its actions at the next regular meeting of the Board. 
 

 ARTICLE IX – ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Association shall begin at a time to be determined by 
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the Executive Board. The cooperating churches shall send messengers to the Annual 

Meeting as set forth in Article IV. Each church shall submit to the Associational Clerk a 

letter of report immediately following the associational year. 
 

ARTICLE X - INDEBTEDNESS  

No committee, institution, or agency connected with the Bryan Baptist Association 

shall incur indebtedness without knowledge and consent of the Executive Board. 
 

 ARTICLE XI – AMENDMENTS 

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the messengers 

present at an Annual Meeting. The proposed amendment must be submitted in writing 

at the Annual Meeting one (1) year before action may be taken. 
 

BYLAWS 

 ARTICLE I – LEADERSHIP 
  

SECTION I - PROGRAM ORGANIZATION LEADERS 

 The Program Organization Leaders of the Association Shall be: Brotherhood Direc-

tor, Church Training Director, Continuing Education Director, Evangelism Director, 

Family Ministry Director, Music Director, Pastor/Staff Fellowship Leader, Stewardship 

Director, Sunday School Director, Woman‘s Missionary Union Director, and Youth Di-

rector. Each of these leaders may enlist a council to assist them in their work, Council 

members would be elected in the same way as other Associational leaders (see Consti-

tution, Article VI, introduction). 
 

SECTION II – COMMITTEES 

Standing Committees 

Auditing – Review the financial records of the Association to assure that every-

thing is proper and in order. 

Budget and Finance – Assist the Association in securing, administering, and re-

porting its finances and prepare and recommend an Associational budget. 

Associational Property – Oversee the use and maintenance of the Associational 

property including the Associational Office. 

Falls Creek – Oversee the use and maintenance of the Associational cabins at 

Falls Creek. 

Fellowship – Plan, conduct, and evaluate Association-wide fellowships. 

History – Collect and maintain historical records pertaining to the Association and 

29 



 

 

promote awareness and appreciation of the history of the Association. 

Missions – lead in the establishment of new mission churches and other mission 

work within the Association. 

Nominating – Lead in the coordination of the selection of associational leaders 

other than paid staff. 
 

Annual Meeting Committees 

Credentials – Assist the Association in determining when churches can be prop-

erly accepted into the fellowship of the Association and recommend the seating of 

messengers at the Annual Meeting. 

Order of Business – Assist the Association in planning and conducting the Annual 

Meeting and any called meetings of the Association. 

Resolutions – Receive and recommend resolutions for adoption by the Associa-

tion. 

Time, Place, Preacher – Recommend to the Association the date and place for 

the next Annual Meeting and the person to deliver the annual sermon at that meeting. 
 

Special Committees 

Special Committees may be appointed by the Executive Board as needed. 
  

SECTION III – DEMOMINATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

The Association shall have Representative responsible for the following areas: An-

nuity Board, Baptist Messenger, Baptist Foundation, Baptist Collegiate Ministry, Family 

Ministry Department, Cooperative Program, Historical Commission, Oklahoma Baptist 

University, Sooner Alcohol and Narcotics Education, and others which may be elected 

by the Executive Board as needed. 
 

 ARTICLE II – DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

The Director of Missions shall: 

Assist the churches to fulfill their purpose by providing counseling, training, guid-

ance, and other help as requested. 

Serve as pulpit supply, trainer, consultant, and resource person as requested by 

the churches. 

Serve as administrator of the Association with full authority to hire, supervise, and 

dismiss personnel employed by the Association. 

Manage the Associational Office so as to best serve the churches, establishing and 

maintaining regular office hours. 

Receive, record, and administer all Associational funds in accordance with the an-
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nual budget, Associational policy, and proper accounting procedures. 

Oversee the use and upkeep of all Associational property and equipment, including 

the office building and the Falls Creek Cabins. 

Promote good communications and public relations between the churches cooper-

ating with the Association and between the Association and the Bryan County commu-

nity. 

Lead in long-range, annual, and short-term planning for the Association. 

Lead in coordinating the work of the Association. 

Serve as an ex-officio member of all Associational committees. 

Maintain a knowledge of all aspects of church work as needed to assist the 

churches of the Association. 

Communicate regularly to the Executive Board and at the Annual Meeting on the 

state of the Association. 

Serve as an interface between the churches and the Baptist convention of Okla-

homa and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

Be allowed four weeks per year for revivals, conferences, consultations, and such 

outside the Association and as many within the Association as time and schedule will 

allow. 

Arrange for one regular day off per week for personal activities, recreation, and re-

laxation. 

Receive two weeks of paid vacation per year and a third week after five years em-

ployment. 
 

ARTICLE III – RULES OF ORDER 

Robert‘s Rules of Order (latest revised edition) shall be the rules of order for the 

governing bodies of the Association. 
 

ARTICLE IV – AMENDMENTS 

These Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those messengers 

present at an Annual Meeting. 

† † † 

31 



 

 

 

THE PURPOSES OF OUR ASSOCIATION 

 

Organizations, institutions, and even nations which forget why they were 

constituted usually fall into the trash heap of history 

Our Constitution and Bylaws not only outline our accepted policies and 

procedures, but also they provide a measuring rod by which we can measure 

our service to God against our stated goals. We can see if we have practiced 

what we have preached or if we have forgotten the reasons for which we ex-

ist. 

Regarding the purposes of the Bryan Baptist Association, Article II of our 

Constitution states, ―The purpose of this Association will be to promote fel-

lowship, cooperation in work, unity in faith, and to awaken and stimulate 

among the churches the greatest possible activity in evangelism, Christian 

education, and concert of action in carrying the whole Gospel to the whole 

world.‖ 

There are six specific purposes mentioned in this article: the promotion of 

fellowship; the promotion of cooperation in work; the promotion of unity in 

faith; the promotion of evangelism; the promotion of Christian education; and 

the promotion of world-wide missions. These six purposes will serve as the 

historical measuring rod for the ministry of Bryan Baptist Association during 

the last 34 years, 1976-2010. They will also serve as six umbrellas, under 

which the activities of the Association can be grouped as we measure our 

ministries against our own Constitution. 

 

† † † 
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CHAPTER I  

THE PROMOTION OF FELLOWSHIP 

Philippians 1:3-5. ―I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in 

every prayer of mine, making requests for you with all joy, for your fellowship in the 

Gospel from the first day until now.‖ (KJV) 

 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love. 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

Is like to that above. 

— John Fawcett 

 

† † † 

Annual Leadership Appreciation Banquet 

It takes a host of people working together to make a 

Baptist Association run smoothly and do its work well. Over 

the years there have been hundreds of wonderful people 

who have demonstrated great faithfulness and expertise in 

filling positions of leadership. Each year we have an Associa-

tional Leadership Appreciation Banquet to show our thank-

fulness. This cost-free event is held at the Baptist Collegiate 

Ministry building at SOSU. After enjoying a delicious meal, 

special guests lead us in a variety of fun, interesting, and inspirational programs. We 

could never adequately express our profound gratitude for all our faithful leaders. This 

is only a small and simple way of showing our love.    

 

*** 

The Annual Associational Pastor/Staff Christmas Dinner was a great time of fellow-

ship and a much anticipated event during the years from 1976 through 2010. 

The pastors, staff members, and their wives were treated to good food, great en-

tertainment, and inspirational speakers. (And child care was provided.) It was one of 

the rare times during the year when the pastors and staff members and their families 

could relax and have fellowship with one another.  

 A special event was the introduction of new pastors and church staff who had 

Annual Banquet—

December 6, 2002 
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come to Bryan Baptist Association during the previous year. Special recognition was 

always given to the Director of Missions of Bryan Baptist Association and his staff 

workers. 

For many years, the dinner was held at the Baptist Student Union at Southeastern 

Oklahoma State University. The meal was served by BSU students. This made it possi-

ble for a special time of fellowship between the older and younger brothers and sisters 

in the faith. The students always participated enthusiastically and in the spirit of the 

season.  

Oftentimes, a speaker from one of the associational churches would bring a mes-

sage of challenge and encouragement. Out of town speakers and entertainers were 

also a part of the varied programs at the dinner. Dr. Ernie Perkins, Capital Association 

Director of Missions; Yo-Yo & Sandy Collins, music evangelist; David Poteet, humorist/

musician; Calvary Baptist Church‘s Handbell Choir; Hendrix Baptist Church Bell Choir; 

First Baptist Colbert‘s choir; James & Nancee Rosson, musicians; Ken & Deana Bar-

tholomew, Durant First Baptist Church; Matt Schinske, pianist/composer/arranger; 

Bryan Baptist Association members of the Singing Churchmen and ChurchWomen of 

Oklahoma; Roger Speers, comedian & pastor of Kemp Baptist Church; Les ―the Mess‖ 

Reed from Sand Springs; and Mr. Russell Cook, Dulcimer manufacturer and musician 

were among the guests of Bryan Baptist Association during the years. 

Through the years, the Annual Associational Pastor/Staff Christmas Dinner has 

been a time of strengthening of the ties that bind our hearts in Christian love. 

It continues as a tradition to this day. 

 

† † † 

Pastor/Staff Conference 

The BBA sponsors a Pastor/Staff Conference each Monday morning. It is for the 

express purpose of providing a special time of fellowship and worship for ministers. It 

began meeting many years ago at the Calvary Baptist Church. It is currently being 

held at the Fairview Baptist Church. The men come and enjoy relaxing together and 

participating in Bible studies, singing, prayer, and other edifying activities. Local minis-

ters lead in the weekly programs along with occasional special guests. This has proven 

to be a vitally needed and deeply appreciated event, and one we hope will continue.      

 

† † † 
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Sunset Cove Baptist Resort Ministry 

Lake Texoma has been a major attraction and popular tourist destination for mil-

lions of people since its formation in the late 1940‘s. Many ministries have been 

formed through the years to minister to those who not only visit but live around the 

lake. The BBA launched one of these ministries in 2002 due to a very generous leasing 

offer by the Corp of Engineers. It is called SUNSET COVE BAPTIST RESORT MINISTRY. 

It is 70 acres of some of the most beautiful lake front property on the entire lake, situ-

ated just off Willafa Woods Road in Cartwright. 

Immediate and very enthusiastic interest was shown. Many of our churches be-

came involved by participating in work days as we have sought to clear and clean the 

property. Churches placed it in their budgets. A Sunset Cove BRM committee was 

formed and began to make long range plans. At first there was much resistance from 

the local community. It was thought that access to the property would be denied. Ac-

cess was not denied but certain restrictions had to be imposed. Our purpose has been 

to establish a Christian ministry and provide a place where families could come and 

enjoy a morally clean environment. This gained great support from the locals.  

Original plans included building such things as dormitories, bathhouses, boat 

ramps, docks, soccer fields, and RV and 

tent campsites. At the present time water 

and electrical lines have been laid and 

five RV hookups have been built along 

with many tent sites. An activity center 

building has recently been completed. 

Individuals, churches, and various 

other groups regularly use the property 

for worship services, baptisms, family re-

unions, picnics, weddings, camp outs, 

swimming, etc. One of the most popular 

activities is FREEDOM DAY. This is an annual event, usually the last weekend of each 

May. Some come on Saturdays and participate in planned activities and camp out that 

night. Churches dismiss Sunday evening services and begin to gather about 2:00 p.m. 

Musically talented individuals and groups sing all afternoon. A worship service is held 

in which a local pastor preaches. The Disaster Relief team brings the DR trailer and 

prepares and serves hamburgers, hot dogs, and other goodies. It is a great time of 

fellowship, worship, eating, swimming, ball playing, hiking, fishing, and all sorts of 

other activities that make for a good time.  

Because of lack of funds and the lack of ability to adequately handle the ministry, 

Freedom Day — June 1, 2003 
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the BBA has had to turn the management of Sunset Cove over to the OKLAHOMA BAP-

TIST RESORT MINISTRY under the leadership of Bobby Burnett, state consultant with 

the BGCO. We still have the same access to and use of Sunset Cove but have relin-

quished the management of it. May the Lord use Sunset Cove for the building of His 

Kingdom on beautiful Lake Texoma. 

 

† † † 

Associational Brotherhood/Men’s Ministry 

The Brotherhood ministry is where we involve men in missions. Many of the minis-

tries in our association and the state were started though the Brotherhood. The Disas-

ter Relief ministry and the RAs are two examples. We involve men through many dif-

ferent methods. 

 In the 1980‘s, there was a very active 

group of men who hosted many activities. 

They hosted an annual Pudge Bower Dad and 

Lad fishing tournament, where at least one 

young man accepted Christ as his savior. They 

hosted RA campout at Seago Retreat center 

south of Caddo. J. C. Watts spoke 

at a chili cook-off at Blue. The presi-

dent of Zebco spoke at a fish fry at 

Streetman Road and provided many door prizes including fishing poles and 

caps. They built the Church at Streetman Road, and helped with some 

countywide Tent Revivals. 

Many of the churches in the Bryan Baptist Association have a group of men who 

are actively seeking God‘s will and fellowship with other men. Some are doing this with 

a monthly breakfast where they will have guest speaker or someone will give a devo-

tion or testimony. Many of these follow the breakfast with some sort of mission project 

for someone in their church or community. Some have weekly Bible Studies with small 

group time to follow. Many attend the state Men‘s Retreat in April or have a private 

retreat where men can fellowship and grow closer to God. The Bryan Baptist Brother-

hood has an annual Wild Game Cook-off in January. God is definitely at work in the 

men of Bryan Baptist Association. 

submitted by Lance Luke 

 

† † † 

Annual RA Basketball Tournament — 2003 
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Seniors Adult Ministry (Roadrunners) 

From visiting with Betty Trammell and Bud Jenkins, I found that the group began 

traveling on trips led by Brother Bud around 1986. Using a tour bus that the 1st Baptist 

Caddo owned, a bunch of seniors traveled to a senior adult convention in Atlanta. 

Other trips to Nashville, New York City, and Orlando followed. Sometimes during the 

trips, Leamon Bullard was among the travelers. He began leading the group and the 

name ―Roadrunners‖ was taken on by the group.  

A smaller bus was acquired and 

many trips were taken to Branson, 

Eureka Springs, and numerous places. I 

hear wonderful stories of Brother Lea-

mon‘s and the group‘s adventures. I am 

not sure, but I think Leamon led the 

group for nearly 20 years. Today as I 

plan a trip, some of the long-traveled 

members tell me that Brother Leamon 

took them to this place and they are 

always sharing stories of fun and hap-

penings.  

     The bus is no longer around and since I have been 

running with the bunch we have had good times at such 

places as Branson, the Azalea Festival in Muskogee, and 

seeing ―The Promise‖ in Texas. Foremost in our mission, 

as it has always been, is to show Christ to all we meet 

along the road. 

I know there is so much more to tell, so please stop by 

our booth at the 100-year celebration to visit with some 

of our group who will be there to share.  

submitted by Paul May 
 

† † † 

 

Associational Youth Activities 

TRUE LOVE WAITS – Every year for the last several years, under the leadership 

first of Jared McIntire and then Gary McNeil, the youth of our area have had the privi-

A ―trip day‖ for the Roadrunners 

Farewell reception for Brother Leamon 

and Addie Bullard 
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lege of participating in True Love Waits rallies. These rallies are de-

signed to present programs about sexual purity. Large numbers of 

youth attend. Hundreds have committed themselves to sexual purity, 

for which we are deeply grateful. 

 

SEE YOU AT THE POLE – Each September youth from all over Bryan County 

gather at the flagpoles of their various schools and pray, primarily for our nation. In 

the evening of the same day, they gather for a huge rally. Hundreds come and gather 

at one of our larger churches so that everyone can be adequately seated. They hear 

challenging messages and inspirational music. This has proven to be a very exciting 

and blessed time to which we always look forward. 

 

DISCIPLENOW – Under the leadership of our Ministers to Students, DiscipleNow 

weekends are frequently held. It has proven to be one of the best ways to disciple stu-

dents in following Christ. The actual discipling takes place in the guest homes. A mass 

rally is held to close out the weekend. Many of the students then return to their 

churches and give testimonies of what took place. The Lord has used these times in 

wonderful ways to change the lives of many young people.   

 

† † † 

 

Block Party Trailer 

The BLOCK PARTY TRAILER came as answered prayer. The WEIRD For Christ 

Creative Ministry had been praying about this type of ministry tool. The Baptist Gen-

eral Convention of Oklahoma offered Bryan Baptist Association money designated for 

creating a Block Party trailer. Terrell Suggs contacted The WEIRD For Christ, to see if 

they would be interested in taking the responsibility of designing the trailer and direct-

ing this ministry for the Association. 

The trailer was designed and stocked with everything needed to have a Block 

Party.  

It has been taken on mission trips to Mexico, and used by several churches in the 

Association for different occasions.  

 

† † † 
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CHAPTER II  

THE PROMOTION OF COOPERATION IN WORK 

I Corinthians 3:6. ―I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.‖ (KJV) 

 

To the work, to the work, we are servants of God. 

Let us follow the path that our Master hath trod. 

With the balm of his counsel our strength to renew 

Let us do with our might what our hands find to do. 

— Fanny J. Crosby 

 

† † † 

Cooperative Program 

     The Bryan Baptist Association is a group of cooperat-

ing Southern Baptist Churches. Though imperfect, we 

believe in and are very thankful for our great Convention. 

One of the reasons is the Cooperative Program. It is one 

of the things that has caused the SBC to be so effective. 

It has been called the ―life line‖ of Southern Baptists.  

Since it was first organized in 1845, the Southern Baptist 

Convention has always had one mission—the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). The 

Cooperative Program was first launched in 1925. Its effectiveness has been dependent 

upon individuals, churches, state conventions, and SBC entities cooperating, working 

toward a common goal of sharing the gospel with every person on the planet. 

The Cooperative Program begins with individuals. Out of gratitude and obedience 

to God for what He has done, we commit to give back to Him, through our churches, a 

portion of what He provides. This is commonly called a tithe (Lev. 27:30, Mal. 3:10). 

Churches prayerfully decide how much of its undesignated gifts will be committed to 

reaching people both locally and around the world through the Cooperative Program. 

This amount is then forwarded to state conventions. State conventions then decide on 

how much should stay in the state to support local missions and ministries. The rest is 

then forwarded to the Southern Baptist Convention.  

At the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting each June, messengers from 

across the country decide how the gifts received from the states will be distributed 

among SBC entities. These gifts are used by Southern Baptist entities to send and sup-

port missionaries, to train pastors and other ministry leaders, to provide relief for re-
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tired ministers and widows, and to address social, moral, and ethical concerns relating 

to our faith and families. 

Local associations like ours do not receive Cooperative Program gifts directly. It 

ministers through gifts received directly from churches and often receives Cooperative 

Program gifts indirectly in the form of support from state conventions and the North 

American Mission Board. 

Funds then go to support a wide array of ministries and missions. These include 

evangelism efforts, children‘s homes, volunteer missions, mission‘s education, new 

churches, colleges, universities, collegiate ministries, camps, and much more.  

Through the International Mission Board, Southern Baptists support approximately 

5,541 missionaries who are engaging 634 people groups, of populations greater than 

100,000, around the world. 

New churches numbering over 1,578 are planted through the efforts of more than 

5,611 North American Missionaries, whose efforts are coordinated through the North 

American Mission Board and state conventions. 

Working together, Southern Baptists see hundreds of thousands of new believers 

baptized each year. Six Southern Baptist seminaries (Southern, Southeastern, Mid-

western, Southwestern, Golden Gate, and New Orleans) educate in excess of 16,000 

pastors, missionaries, and future church leaders each year. 

If ―two are better than one‖ (Eccl. 4:9), how much better are more than 16 million? 

This is the current membership in more than 44,000 Southern Baptist Churches across 

the United States. With a global population of almost 7 billion and a command to take 

the gospel to every nation, we must enhance our cooperative efforts if we are going to 

fulfill Christ‘s command. 

To help the Cooperative Program reach its potential, our churches, particularly 

Bryan County Baptists are challenged to do the following things: 

· Pray. Pray regularly for your Southern Baptist missionaries in your state and 

around the globe. ―Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers.‖ Matthew 9:38 

(HCSB) 

· Go. Be involved in some sort of missions endeavor. Talk with your pastor about 

the available opportunities. You are God‘s missionary right where you live. ―Go...and 

make disciples of all nations.‖ Matthew 28:19 (HCSB) 

· Give. Out of love for the Lord, give regularly to Him through your church. If you 

are not tithing, begin to do so and also discover the blessings of giving beyond the 

tithe. Encourage your church to increase its participation in Cooperative Program. 
 

―Since you excel in so many ways … now I want you to excel also in this gracious 

ministry of giving.‖ 2 Corinthians 8:7 (NLT) 

40 



 

 

―Bring all the tithes into the storehouse.‖ Malachi 3:10 (NKJV) 
 

Participation in the Cooperative Program shows our love for the Lord and our love 

for people. The bottom line – people around the world hear the gospel and receive 

Christ. 

(Much information and statistics in this article were taken from SBC Cooperative 

Program website) 
 

† † † 

History of the Bryan Baptist Association’s Disaster Relief Team 

The Feeding Unit 

     The Baptist General Convention‘s Disaster Relief (DR) Team is a 

worldwide organization that is organized under the auspices of the 

North American Mission Board. It is organized first at the state level, 

then, in Oklahoma, it is further organized into five zones and lastly at 

the associational level within each zone.  

The movement to form a Bryan Baptist Association (BBA) Disaster Relief Team be-

gan prior to 2003 when the Director of Missions (DOM) was approached by members 

of the BGCO Disaster Relief Training Team. The BBA‘s DOM was very receptive to the 

idea of forming a ministry that could come to the immediate aid of people, whether 

local or remote, whose lives were suddenly traumatized by a disaster of any type, and 

who were not able to provide for themselves.  

Funding for the DR feeding trailer was pro-

vided primarily by the BGCO with the BBA provid-

ing the finishing details. Volunteers from local 

Baptist churches put in many, many hours build-

ing the inside of the trailer to specifications re-

quired by the BGCO. When the trailer was com-

pleted the BBA was able to schedule its first train-

ing session for DR volunteers. That was in July of 

2003. Volunteers were trained in one of three ministries, the feeding unit, chain saw, 

and childcare. Those three ministries were the only ones available at that time. The 

initial training was by the state training group and was designed as a train-the-trainer 

program. That is, once the BBA volunteers were trained, they were to conduct all sub-

sequent training sessions. 

The first call for participation in a DR mission was in October of 2003 when a call 

was issued for feeding unit volunteers to go to Smithfield, Virginia in the wake of Hur-
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ricane Isabel. That proved to be a very rewarding experience for the one who went. 

Later that same year the BBA volunteers were organized into a team under the leader-

ship of a Unit Director.  

Training sessions began in 2004 and are conducted twice a year. Since that time 

the BBA team has conducted 13 training sessions for an estimated total of 200 volun-

teers. Most of those volunteers have been from other associations across the state 

who come to Durant to be trained.  

The BBA feeding unit team proceeded to conduct practice sessions with the feeding 

unit by attending local events where meals could be prepared and got its first real dis-

aster experience in 2005. 

In July 2005, Hurricane Dennis hit Atmore, Alabama and we responded as a feed-

ing unit team along with other feeding teams within the southeast zone. The BBA 

feeding unit team was well represented 

and has been in every call-out since that 

time. During this event we gained valuable 

experience that would serve us well in 

other call-outs. We ar- rived right after the 

hurricane had swept through the area. 

We arrived at midnight and there was no 

electricity and not enough water for 

showers. The weather was extremely hot 

and muggy. It taught us to appreciate the 

wonderful ministry that DR shower trailers 

provide. We experienced the power of God over all things including mechanical things. 

Because we had so many mechanical failures, we had our chaplain include a prayer for 

our equipment in our scheduled morning prayer session. We also witnessed God‘s 

good grace as we hurried to prepare meals in a downpour. Men stood under tents in 

ankle deep water stirring food in steel pots using steel paddles while streaks of light-

ning shot to the ground around them. Team members still talk about the time they 

hung onto lightning rods to stir the food. Nevertheless, God blessed us so much, we 

laughed and had great fun even in the face of adversity, and we made friendships that 

remain strong until this day. 

Later that same year, Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans leaving behind a path of 

destruction. The BBA team helped at Camp Gruber, Oklahoma by feeding the evacuees 

from New Orleans. We were called to New Orleans 3 different times after serving at 

Camp Gruber. Because of the tremendous amount of meals that had to be prepared in 

New Orleans, we got up every morning at 2:00 a.m., held our morning prayer, and be-

Disaster Relief ―training‖ = Providing a meal for 

the Bryan Association Annual Meeting. 
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gan a long day‘s work. Again, the spirit of the men was such that they were singing 

hymns at 2:00 a.m. in freezing weather while preparing 10,000 meals to go out at mid

-morning. God did give us the luxury of being inside the Missouri state feeding unit 

which had a tent-like construction over the equipment. We held devotions every night 

and the air was charged with praise and worship. We got the privilege of preparing 

meals on Christmas Eve on our second trip and during spring break on our third trip. 

In January of 2007, northern Oklahoma was under the weight of a severe ice 

storm. The BBA team took its trailer to Muskogee where we met up with the LeFlore 

Association and their trailer. We worked together with LeFlore and the Muskogee 

team, combining our equipment resources. During this storm we saw God working and 

providing when we could not see how we had the food resources to prepare the next 

meal. Every event is different and God works something mighty each time. 

Next, the BBA DR feeding team pulled our trailer to Miami, Oklahoma to prepare 

food for victims of a flood that destroyed many homes and left water supplies contami-

nated. Once again, we teamed with the LeFlore Association. And once again, God 

blessed us by using a few to demonstrate His Glory. Each and every event grows one 

closer to God with an increased awareness of His awesome power and the knowledge 

that He is not restrained by numbers, whether they be few or many. 

Hurricane Gustav struck the area around Baton Rouge in Louisiana in 2008. The 

BBA feeding unit team along with others in the southeast zone got the privilege of be-

ing the very first ones to use the new state feeding unit. The cooking equipment is 

maintained inside a huge trailer and the sides expand outward to create space for al-

most all cooking activities. We had the dubious honor of being the first to experience 

and identify all the areas that could be improved in the new unit. The heat inside the 

unit was extreme and the men showed great fortitude in being able to prepare the 

quantities of food required under very adverse conditions. The problem areas we 

found in the state unit have been resolved since then. 

Immediately after the effort in Baton Rouge was shut down, the state unit was off 

to Galveston, Texas to support the effort there after Hurricane Ike passed through. 

During the recovery from Hurricane Ike, the BBA team got to work with other teams 

not only from Oklahoma but from Texas and several other states as well. Meals were 

prepared in the greatest quantities the BBA team has experienced yet. Seventy-five 

thousand meals a day were prepared for a short time during the busiest part of the 

ministry. Of course, that was with the assistance of other teams from other states but 

it does not diminish the effort that was required by each team member. 

In March of this year, 2010, an ice storm hit Lawton. The BBA feeding unit team 

was dispatched to replace another team that was already there. We went with a small 
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number of volunteers but with the knowledge that God is always in control. We were 

able to provide meals for all the chain saw teams, Red Cross workers, and BGCO com-

mand center personnel plus the victims of the ice storm that were without power. The 

DR members of all the associated services were very appreciative of BBA‘s efforts and 

attitude. 

 The history of the BBA DR team comes to mind in glimpses of yellow caps, bright 

cheery smiles in the wee hours of the morning, laughter and good will in austere con-

ditions, tears while sharing experiences, fervent prayers, loud singing and praise giv-

ing, great camaraderie, funny experiences that are relived whenever the zone teams 

come together, more inspirational and love-filled experiences than can be listed here, 

and most of all a great recognition of the power of our Lord and 

the wonderful feeling of being able to serve Him by serving oth-

ers. We feed those who are not able to feed themselves just as 

our Lord did and after providing physical food we have the oppor-

tunity to feed them spiritually just as He did. 

The history of the BBA DR team is an on-going one and you 

have the opportunity to become a part of it. Come join us. 

 

Clark Harp 

* * *  

The Chain Saw Team 

Since the 1990's, Baptist men of Bryan County have been serving in the field of dis-

aster relief. One branch of this mission is the chain saw recovery field. We started with 

a handful of men with chain saws, and pickup trucks. Today there are over 30 volun-

teers who serve in this area.  

 While the Bryan Baptist Association does not have a chain saw trailer, there are 

opportunities to serve with our brothers in other associations. Several of our men have 

served in hurricanes, ice storms, and tornadoes 

in many areas of our country, as well as here in 

Bryan County.  

 We go into the heavily damaged areas and re-

move trees and debris, so that homeowners 

can get back to a normal life quicker. We have 

removed trees from driveways, off cars, from 

roofs and even inside homes. All while taking 

the time to listen to and pray with people. And 
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when the opportunity arises, share the Gospel with them. All this is done free of 

charge financed by Oklahoma Baptist Churches like the ones in Bryan County. 

 The work is hard, the hours are long and conditions are often bad, but I cannot 

think of a better way to serve our Lord. Jesus said "Go into all the world," not just the 

comfortable places. 

 Smitty Nabors, Chain Saw Team Leader. 

Fairview Baptist Church 

 

† † † 

Families Feeding Families 

Families Feeding Families is a non-profit 501c3 charity organization founded in 

2004 by a local couple along with a great core group of community members and vol-

unteers. We feel that God has called this ministry into existence to reach and help 

those who are in need. We act as a working kitchen providing daily hot meals and also 

acting as a clearinghouse through which the food industry and community may donate 

food and other goods. We are not a religious organization. We are here to meet the 

basic needs of our neighbor and impact our community as needed. We strive to pro-

vide nourishment for the physical hunger people experience as well as the emotional 

and spiritual hungers so many people experience on a regular basis. 

Since 2004, Families Feeding Families has been dedicated to serving the commu-

nity more effectively, more efficiently, and with greater compassion than ever before. 

FFF provides nutritious meals, groceries, clothes and household items to seniors, 

homeless, working poor, children, and the frail in our community. The Families Feed-

ing Families Kitchen is located at the George Washington School in Durant, Okla-

homa. We provide supper between the hours of 4:30 and 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. There is a different meal provided daily. There is never a charge for these 

meals nor are there any qualifications to be met. Each person entering our doors will 

be fed. FFF is successful because of the direction of our Lord and community involve-

ment.  

Families Feeding Families routinely feeds between 250-300 people; only a year ago 

we would seldom go over the two-hundred mark. The 300 meals we serve today are 

for seniors, children, homeless, and families. Our community is strong and faithful and 

family-oriented.   

Today, more two-income households are turning to the local nonprofit food ser-

vices for assistance. These are proud hardworking families looking for a hand up, not a 

hand out. By the time they pay the rent and the electric bill, they don't have money 
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left over for food. We're having families coming to us and other people and saying that 

the parents are only eating one meal a day so that their children get food. This prob-

lem is often hidden but it is very real. 

Over the years FFF has continued to grow and have the ability to meet additional 

needs as necessary. We have developed a successful partnership with our civic organi-

zations, schools, churches, and residents of the Durant community. Additional services 

provided through FFF: 

The Hope Chest: a new nonprofit subsidiary providing clothes and household 

items throughout the community serves approximately 1200-1500 people each month. 

This absolutely free service has allowed parents to have appropriate clothes allowing 

them to return to work. The Hope Chest has provided basic baby needs to families as 

well as summer and school clothes for the upcoming school year. This service not only 

gives dignity and confidence back to our neighbors and community, but allows clothes 

and other items to be used to their full potential.  

Food 4 Kids: This ministry provides backpacks at the end of each week with kid-

friendly foods (no cooking, no refrigeration) - open and eat foods provided for week-

ends and school breaks. This program is now offered by FFF throughout Bryan County. 

We have provided in the 2009-2010 school year weekend meals to over 1500 children 

each month. 

Gideon's Gift: This is our Christmas gift program. We provide non-identifying 

family information for groups and individuals wishing to ―adopt‖ a family in need dur-

ing the Christmas season. Last Christmas almost 500 children participated in this pro-

gram. 

 Back 2 School Backpack & Supply Program: This program offers backpacks 

and school supplies to any child requesting the assistance. Again, we do NOT require 

any financial or residential information. If the request is made, we are here to do all 

we are able to fill the need. We have been able to provide over 1500 children back-

packs and supplies in 2008-09 and approximately 2000 backpacks and supplies during 

the 2009-2010 school year. 
 

 Our mission is to support our community by providing a hot meal and a warm 

heart to our fellow neighbors. In this process we desire to teach our neighbors how to 

search inside themselves allowing them to improve their life situation. 
 

 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on 

him, how can the love of God be in him?  (1 John 3:17) 

 

† † † 
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The Great Physician’s Pharmacy & Medical Clinic 

The Great Physician‘s Pharmacy began under the 

leadership of Terrell Suggs and director, Karen Horn, 

and many volunteers. 

The Great Physician‘s Pharmacy opened its doors 

Thursday, June 25, 2009 at 1303 Waco Street in Durant, Oklahoma. The pharmacy is 

open every Thursday from 5:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m.  

The pharmacy provides many life-sustaining prescription medications and many 

over the counter medicines completely free to those in need. It is stocked mostly with 

medicines from nursing homes and is funded by donations.  

The first night the pharmacy was open 3 prescriptions were filled. One year later 

103 prescriptions were filled in one night. As of September 1, 2010, 447 patients have 

been provided with 3,353 prescriptions with an approximate retail value of 

$231,896.39. 

January 2010 the medical clinic began seeing patients. The 2nd and 4th Thursdays 

of every month Dr. Ali Shah is so gracious to come and see approximately 20 patients 

each evening. A total of 99 patients have been seen since opening. 

We have seen lives restored and changed as a result of being able to get the medi-

cines and take them as prescribed on a regular basis.    

We would not be successful without donations, and the pharmacist, doctor, and 

volunteers who so graciously give of their time and 

abilities. Some volunteers come during the week to get 

the medicine ready to be placed in the pharmacy. Oth-

ers come to set up chairs, 

greet, register, fill prescrip-

tions, give out the medicine, 

assist the doctor, and share 

Jesus with the ones who 

come in.  
 

submitted by Karen Horn 
 

† † † 

Lake Texoma Baptist Resort Ministry 

In the beginning God led two state conventions and three associations to pool their 

resources and efforts in starting a mission endeavor on Lake Texoma. The first meet-

ing was April 5, 1990 at the Lake Texoma Lodge. 

Celebrating the first anniversary of The 

Great Physician‘s Pharmacy in 2010 
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Those in attendance were Richard Faling and Consultant Robert Parrish of the 

Church Missions Division of the Baptist General Convention of Texas and Norris Cash, 

DOM of Grayson Association of Texas. Also attending were: Dr. Robert Haskins, Direc-

tor of Cooperative Missions, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma; Sam Vinall, DOM 

of Bryan Association; Don Clark, DOM of Enon Association; and Bud Jenkins, pastor of 

Caddo First Baptist Church. Lawrence Cox, DOM of Johnston-Marshall Association, also 

attended the second meeting. Shortly later Joe Williams, Director of Chaplaincy for 

Baptist General Convention of OK, joined in the meetings. 

 Prayer meetings and discussions concerning mission direction and strategy contin-

ued quarterly for the next two years. The Holy Spirit unanimously led to the organiza-

tion of Lake Texoma Baptist Resort Ministry for the purpose of ministering through Day 

Camps to the camper families. A Chaplaincy program for the Lake Concession owners 

and Corps of Engineers and both Oklahoma and Texas parks personnel was also pro-

vided. 

On April 7, 1992 a Board of Directors was elected, Norris Cash; President, Law-

rence Cox; Vice-President, Sam Vinall; Secretary-Treasurer, Joe Williams and Robert 

Parrish; members representing their respective State Conventions. Bud Jenkins was 

elected to serve as volunteer Director/Coordinator of the Ministry under the direction 

of the Board of Directors. 

Time Line of Progress 

1990 – April 5th, prayer and meetings began to determine mission focus for Lake 

Texoma. 

1992 – Pilot project began with six participating churches. 

1993 – Teams are provided places to stay in area churches. Five modular buildings 

are placed on 50 acres of Corp of Engineers land. Christina Builders of Texas begin re-

modeling/cleanup of Officers‘ Quarters. August 1, Dr. John Riggs replaces Sam Vinall 

on Board of Directors. 

1994 – February 1, Bob and JoAnn Moore join Oklahoma mission teams along with 

Calera First Baptist and Crossroads Baptist Church completed the project. 

1995 – Bob and JoAnn Moore along with Ronnie Payne and a team of youth from 

Murray State BSU complete the Crew‘s Quarters dormitory. Wilma Robinson begins as 

volunteer Secretary/Treasurer from Bryan Association. 

1996 – Laid gravel on roads and poured concrete for front porch on Officers‘ Quar-

ters. Butcher Pen Mission began with First Baptist Tishomingo as Mother Church. 

1997 – Bob and JoAnn added screened room to Crews quarters. Bob and JoAnn 

along with Oklahoma builders construct Bay Point Church with First Baptist Church of 

Calera as Mother Church. 
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1998 – Bob and JoAnn along with Hagerman Baptist Church and others from Gray-

son Association construct Captains‘ Quarters (Texas) Dormitory. New Horizons Baptist 

day-camp teams occupy and begin before completion. 

1999 – First year of full operation in Captains Quarters and a record year of 51 

professions of faith. 

2000 – Joe Williams, representing Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, recog-

nized as co-founder serving on Board of Directors April 7, 1990 through April 7, 2000. 

Another record year of 66 professions of faith recorded raising the yearly average 

35.6. JoAnn Riggs replaces Wilma Robinson as Secretary/Treasurer on Board of Direc-

tors. Bill Howse begins volunteer service as Chaplain Coordinator. 

2001 – January 25, Board of Directors recognized Robert Parrish retirement as a 

co-founder of LTBRM representing Baptist General Convention of Texas. February 5, 

Bob and Joann Moore start and complete addition to Johnston/Marshall Falls Creek 

Cabin, assisted by teams of volunteers from J/M Association and other churches. Dr. 

John Riggs recognized for serving as volunteer Board member August 1, 1993 through 

May 2, 2001. JoAnn Riggs recognized for serving as Secretary/Treasurer January 2000 

through May 2 2001. 

2002 – Phil and Nancy Kirk took over as Director Coordinator. Nancy was Secre-

tary/Treasurer for the LTBRM Board. They served until 2005. 

2005 – The Helm (Dormitory) was added on to, making the common areas larger 

and making room for an office. Lee Roy and Barbara Decker took over as Director Co-

ordinators and Barbara took over a Secretary/Treasurer for the LTBRM Board. 

2006 – Lee Roy built cabinets and an island in the kitchen area of the dormitory 

common area. A shower was hosted by the ladies of Western Meadows Baptist Church 

and the kitchen was furnished with pots and pans and coffee makers. The Helm now 

has a fully furnished kitchen. 

2008 – Lee Roy passed away on January 2, 2008 and Barbara continued as Direc-

tor/Coordinator and Secretary/Treasurer. In July of this same year, what was once 

called the Crew‘s Quarters was completely remodeled and two bathrooms were built 

on. 

2009 – The taping and bedding was finished on the Crew‘s Quarters and it was 

furnished and ready for use. The Board renamed it ―The Decker Cabin‖ in honor of Lee 

Roy Decker. 

 

† † † 

49 



 

 

CHAPTER III 

THE PROMOTION OF UNITY IN FAITH 

Philippians 2:12. ―Therefore, if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 

love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being 

like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.‖ (KJV) 

 

We are one in the bond of love. 

We are on in the bond of love. 

We have joined our spirit with the Spirit of God. 

We are one in the bond of love. 

—Otis Skillings 

 

† † † 

―The Baptist Faith and Message‖ 

I. The Scriptures 

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to man. It is a 

perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the 

principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world, the true 
center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which all human conduct, creeds, and religious 

opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revela-
tion. 

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 
34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39; 
16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-2; 
4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21. 

II. God 

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the 

Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfec-
tions. God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, pre-

sent, and future, including the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, 
reverence, and obedience. The eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

with distinct personal attributes, but without division of nature, essence, or being. 

A. God the Father 

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream 

of human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and 

all wise. God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is 
fatherly in His attitude toward all men. 

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 
Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 
23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 
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8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 
1 John 5:7. 

B. God the Son 

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself hu-
man nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself completely with mankind yet with-

out sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the 
cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glori-

fied body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He as-

cended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully 
God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God and man. He will return in 

power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all 
believers as the living and ever present Lord. 

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 
16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 
10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 
7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-
8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; 
Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-
3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 
5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16. 

C. God the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. 

Through illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of 
righteousness, and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and effects regeneration. At the moment 

of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character, 

comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals 
the believer unto the day of final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God 

will bring the believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer 
and the church in worship, evangelism, and service. 

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 
1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 
14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 
16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; 
Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; He-
brews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17. 

III. Man 

Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He created them male and female as the 

crowning work of His creation. The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness of God's creation. In the 
beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his free 

choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan 
man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his original innocence whereby his posterity in-

herit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin. Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral 

action, they become transgressors and are under condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man 
into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human 

personality is evident in that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; there-
fore, every person of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love. 

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; Mat-
thew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 8:14-18,29; 1 Corin-
thians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11. 
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IV. Salvation 

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept Jesus Christ 

as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest 
sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no salvation 

apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby believers become new creatures in 

Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the 
sinner responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are 

inseparable experiences of grace. 

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus Christ and com-

mitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Saviour. 

B. Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His righteousness of all sinners who 

repent and believe in Christ. Justification brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with 
God. 

C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer is set apart to God's 
purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and 

power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the regenerate 
person's life. 

D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding state of the re-
deemed. 

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 2:28-
32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12; 15:11; 16:30-31; 
17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 
13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 
6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 
5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 
1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5. 

V. God's Purpose of Grace 

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, sanctifies, and 

glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the means in con-

nection with the end. It is the glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise, holy, 
and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility. 

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His 

Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end. Believers may fall into 

sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, 
and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be 

kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:4-7,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.; Matthew 16:18-
19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34; Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48; John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 
6:44-45,65; 10:27-29; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans 5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26
-36; 1 Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23; 2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12; 2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1 Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 
John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2. 

VI. The Church 

A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of baptized be-

lievers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the two ordinances 

of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, 
and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Each congregation operates under the Lord-
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ship of Christ through democratic processes. In such a congregation each member is responsible and 

accountable to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are pastors and deacons. While both men and 
women are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scrip-

ture. 

The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the redeemed 

of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 20:28; 
Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 
5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 
5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3. 

VII. Baptism and the Lord's Supper 

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Sav-
iour, the believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life 

in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead. Being a church ordi-
nance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and to the Lord's Supper. 

The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through partaking of 
the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second 

coming. 

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 3:23; 
Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; Colossians 
2:12. 

VIII. The Lord's Day 

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is a Christian institution for regular observance. It com-
memorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should include exercises of worship and spiri-

tual devotion, both public and private. Activities on the Lord's Day should be commensurate with the 

Christian's conscience under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.; Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John 4:21-24; 
20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:5-10; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16; 3:16; Revelation 1:10. 

IX. The Kingdom 

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His particular kingship 
over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of salvation into 

which men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor 

that the Kingdom may come and God's will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom 
awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age. 

Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52; 25:31-46; 
26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43; 8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3; 18:36; Acts 1:6-
7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17; 8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13; Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 
Peter 2:4-10; 4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22. 

X. Last Things 

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end. According to His 
promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; the dead will be raised; and 

Christ will judge all men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of ever-

lasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and 
will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord. 

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 9:43-48; 
Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 14:10; 1 Corin-
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thians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 
9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13. 

XI. Evangelism and Missions 

It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth of man's spirit by God's Holy Spirit means the 

birth of love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a spiritual necessity of the 
regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus 

Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every child of God to 

seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by 
other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ. 

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43; 16:19; 22:9-
10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18; 24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15; 20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 
8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3; Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; 
Hebrews 2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation 22:17. 

XII. Education 

Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge. All sound learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian heritage. The new birth 

opens all human faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. Moreover, the cause of education in the 
Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the causes of missions and general benevolence, and should re-

ceive along with these the liberal support of the churches. An adequate system of Christian education is 

necessary to a complete spiritual program for Christ's people. 

In Christian education there should be a proper balance between academic freedom and academic re-
sponsibility. Freedom in any orderly relationship of human life is always limited and never absolute. The 

freedom of a teacher in a Christian school, college, or seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of Jesus 

Christ, by the authoritative nature of the Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for which the school 
exists. 

Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13; Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.; 119:11; Prov-
erbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11; 15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.; 28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31; Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8; Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timo-
thy 2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5; 3:17. 

XIII. Stewardship 

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to Him. Chris-
tians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, and a binding 

stewardship in their possessions. They are therefore under obligation to serve Him with their time, tal-

ents, and material possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to them to use for the glory 
of God and for helping others. According to the Scriptures, Christians should contribute of their means 

cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and liberally for the advancement of the Re-
deemer's cause on earth. 

Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32; Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 
23:23; 25:14-29; Luke 12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11; 17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 
12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1 Peter 
1:18-19.  

XIV. Cooperation 

Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as may best 
secure cooperation for the great objects of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority 

over one another or over the churches. They are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit, com-

bine, and direct the energies of our people in the most effective manner. Members of New Testament 
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churches should cooperate with one another in carrying forward the missionary, educational, and be-

nevolent ministries for the extension of Christ's Kingdom. Christian unity in the New Testament sense is 
spiritual harmony and voluntary cooperation for common ends by various groups of Christ's people. Co-

operation is desirable between the various Christian denominations, when the end to be attained is itself 
justified, and when such cooperation involves no violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to 

Christ and His Word as revealed in the New Testament. 

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:3-4; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5; Matthew 10:5-
15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20; Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1ff.; 4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 
1 Corinthians 1:10-17; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 
1:15-18.  

XV. The Christian and the Social Order 

All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme in our own lives and in 

human society. Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of right-

eousness among men can be truly and permanently helpful only when they are rooted in the regenera-
tion of the individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should 

oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual immorality, including 
adultery, homosexuality, and pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the 

abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for 

the sanctity of all human life from conception to natural death. Every Christian should seek to bring in-
dustry, government, and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, truth, 

and brotherly love. In order to promote these ends Christians should be ready to work with all men of 
good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without compromising their 

loyalty to Christ and His truth. 

Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy 10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8; Zechariah 8:16; 
Matthew 5:13-16,43-48; 22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21; Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; 
John 15:12; 17:15; Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10; 6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-
28; Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27; 2:8. 

XVI. Peace and War 

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In accordance with 

the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an end to war. 

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is the ac-

ceptance of His teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical application of His law of 
love. Christian people throughout the world should pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 
12:14; James 4:1-2. 

XVII. Religious Liberty 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He has left it free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men which are contrary to His Word or not contained in it. Church and state should be separate. The 

state owes to every church protection and full freedom in the pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing 

for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination should be favored by the state more than oth-
ers. Civil government being ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience 

thereto in all things not contrary to the revealed will of God. The church should not resort to the civil 
power to carry on its work. The gospel of Christ contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursuit of its 

ends. The state has no right to impose penalties for religious opinions of any kind. The state has no 
right to impose taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Chris-

tian ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, and 

the right to form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by the civil 
power. 

Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26; 22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2; 13:1-7; 
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Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17; 3:11-17; 4:12-19. 

XVIII. The Family 

God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of persons 
related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. 

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's 

unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the 

woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression accord-
ing to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race. 

The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God's image. The mar-

riage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ 

loved the church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A 
wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly 

submits to the headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to 
him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the 

household and nurturing the next generation. 

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to 

demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual and 
moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make 

choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents. 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-
28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 
17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; 
Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 
5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 
Peter 3:1-7. 
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† † † 

Music and Worship 

1976-2010 

 ―I will thank the Lord with all my heart; I will declare all Your wonderful works. 

I will rejoice and boast about You; I will sing about Your name, Most High‖  

(Psalm 9:1-2). 
 

From the early days in American history, the tradition of the circuit riding preacher 

was to carry the Bible in one saddle bag and a hymn book in the other. And so the tra-

dition continues of a close relationship between preaching and singing. 

During the 70‘s and 80‘s monthly ―Singspirations‖ were held each month in 

churches across Bryan County. This gave our church folks the chance to sing some of 

their favorite songs, and gave opportunity to younger singers to perform before a 

smaller group rather than at their ―big church.‖ 

In the early 80‘s Bryan Baptist Association had an Associational Music School. 
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Stretching over 12 weeks we learned the fundamentals of music leadership; from con-

ducting, music selection, service planning and choir rehearsals. 

With the introduction of the new Baptist Hymnal in 1991, a program was started in 

our association to sing through this new worship tool. We started at Silo Baptist 

Church and 18 months later we sang the last song at the annual meeting at Silo. This 

was the first time this had been done in the Southern Baptist Convention by an Asso-

ciation. Through this program we had 21 meetings, 406 different people attended and 

37 churches participated.  

In the years of 1992-97, the Singspirations were held quarterly along with an Asso-

ciational Music Fellowship for the music leaders of BBA. A yearly fellowship dinner was 

held in 1993 and 94. 

In 1994, an Associational Choir presented a program in May. The following two 

years, 1995 and 1996, a Christmas Pageant was presented at Calvary Baptist Church 

with about 60 people participating. This was held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

nights. Buck Moore was the pageant director. 

It has been my privilege to serve as minister of music in six different churches in 

our association. In 1995 while serving at Albany Baptist Church, I was selected as the 

outstanding Bi-Vocational Music Director in the Southern Baptist Convention 

In the Spring of 1997, my wife, Patricia, and I were asked to lead in a music work-

shop and a revival in the Indiana-BBA partnership project. Later in the Fall an Associa-

tional Music Workshop was held in Durant at Calvary Baptist Church. 

In the Fall of 1998 and 1999 an Associational Choir was formed to sing at the BBA 

Annual Meeting. 

Bryan Association has played host to the Singing ChurchWomen of Oklahoma in 

1995, 1998 and 2007 and the Singing Churchmen in 2006. 

It has been my privilege to serve Bryan Association as Associational Music Leader 

from 1971-1983, 1985-2000 and 2003 to present. Quoting from a great praise song by 

Jon Mohr, ‖Oh, may all who come behind us, find us faithful.‖  

submitted by Bobby Hatcher 

Bryan Association Worship and Music 

 

† † † 

Falls Creek 

Under the leadership of Brother Hooper as the Superintendent 

of Missions, in 1963 our Cabin #1 was built and made ready for 

use the summer of 1964. It was paid for in 1968. Many improve-
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ments have been made through the years, but the main thing is that it was regularly 

used and those who attended (whether youth, adults, or children) were touched by 

the very Presence of our Lord.  

Reports were given through the years concerning the camps and contained two to-

tals: one for the total attending and the second was the total SAVED. This tells us how 

important our facilities are at Falls Creek.  

In 2002 the Agnew Cabin, across the street from Cabin #1, went on sale. Bryan 

Baptist Association purchased it making it Cabin #2. It is now paid for, allowing our 

extra funds to be used for regular maintenance and improvements on 

the cabins. Our capacities are 76 campers in #1 and 36 campers in 

#2. Both cabins continue to be regularly used each week of Falls 

Creek. But again, the main thing is the two totals: total who attended 

and the number saved. May God always bless Falls Creek camps and 

our facilities that more individuals will find a rightness with God 

through Christ Jesus!  

submitted by Kerry Groce 
* * *  

Falls Creek…From Salvation to Cook 

Falls Creek, what those two words bring to mind. We all know the spiritual impact 

Falls Creek has had on us, the local church, our state, and the world: young people 

being saved, rededications, lives surrendered to God‘s call to ministry or the mission 

field. God has blessed and continues to bless this special place and those who come. 

As an adult sponsor from my church I accepted Christ in 1977. My children all ac-

cepted Christ as their Savior at Falls Creek, so it is a special place to us. But, I would 

Left is the Bryan Baptist Association Cabin #1. 

 

Below is the Bryan  Baptist Association Cabin #2. 
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like to share some unique experiences in more than 25 years of cooking at Falls Creek. 

Scrambling 12 dozen eggs and cooking 240 biscuits for one breakfast is spiritual. 

You pray for it all to be done at the same time the campers come out of the dorms. 

You pray that your calculations on how many hamburgers and the number of campers 

all turn out to be the same. You pray as the campers come in on Monday that the 

each will have a fresh encounter with the Lord, and you pray as they leave they will 

follow up on the commitments they have made. You can see how your prayer life will 

grow at Falls Creek. 

Never having cooked for anyone other than my family, it was quite an adventure 

when Brother and Mrs. Hooper took me on my first shopping trip for camp. In the late 

1970‘s and 1990‘s most of the BBA churches used the Associational cabin. I have 

cooked for six consecutive weeks. I was concerned about what I prepared and 

whether the campers would like it. Brother Hooper said, ―Mrs. Gray, have it ready on 

time, do your best, and God will take care of the rest.‖ And He truly did.  

The kitchen facilities were small but adequate. We lived through several icemakers, 

refrigerators, and dining tables and chairs. A new stove was put in place, which was a 

great improvement. Dishtowels and utensils had to be restocked almost yearly. The 

menu stayed the same for all weeks at camp, so we knew the day of the week by 

what we were having for lunch. We tried to provide a variety of meals and have some-

thing the campers would eat. It was a joy to have a camper come up and ask if we‘d 

come cook at their school. I think our meals were good to them because we prepared 

them with love. 

There is one special piece of cookware that I was really fond of. We had the usual 

pots for 5 gallons of green beans and the pans to put those 240 biscuits in, but Big 

Bertha, the cast iron skillet, was my favorite. That‘s where we made the 5 gallons of 

sausage gravy and fried chicken strips, steak fingers, and scrambled eggs. We knew 

all campers and sponsors were getting their daily dose of iron when she came out of 

the cabinet. 

I had the privilege of cooking at different times with various people. One year my 

father helped; my husband, son-in-law, and all three of our daughters have cooked at 

Falls Creek. Some special friends also: Betty Alley, Evelyn Dunegan, Mary Crain, and 

Linda Lazenby, who got me started at Falls Creek. The Cook‘s Room was to be greatly 

revered and off limits, at least that‘s what the book said. We have had a Pastor‘s com-

puter, a freezer, young people seeking a helping hand or hug (some bring curling irons 

and makeup), as well as a wide assortment of Falls Creek wild life in that little room. 

One year we were spectators to a skunk family living in the drainage ditch. Thankfully 

they never gave us a problem. 
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Over the years we had some great pastors and sponsors to work with. We tried to 

accommodate and provide special requests when asked. Sponsors have the greatest 

responsibility as well as the greatest blessings at Falls Creek. Many times sponsors 

have taken vacation time to come with their church. They clean, attend worship, pray, 

counsel, clean, help serve meals, clean, counsel, sing joyfully and fall into those 

―special dorm bunks‖ at night thanking God for allowing them to be there. We have 

had pastors‘ toenails painted; the commode stools Saran wrapped; salt left in sheets; 

and things mysteriously disappear from the kitchen after lights out. Names will not be 

shared but you know who you are. 

How sweet it was to be a part of this place. We were sung to sleep many nights be 

great choirs and heard devotions only young people can give. When we are at Falls 

Creek, I think God gives us selective hearing. Noise never bothered our slumber as we 

contemplated how many beans and how much cornbread would be needed for the 

coming day. Thank you, BBA, for my Falls Creek memories and allowing me to cook 

for Falls Creek campers. 

submitted by Ethel Gray 

 

† † † 

 

Associational Prayer Ministry 

Through the years the Lord has raised up many great prayer warriors in our 

churches who have understood the supreme importance of prayer. Countless prayer 

retreats, conferences, and other events have been held emphasizing and promoting 

the ministry of prayer.  

Gerald Kelly, a BBA pastor for many years, was unusually passionate about prayer, 

revival, and spiritual awakening. He was a blessing to everyone who knew him. As 

leader of the Associational Prayer Team, he organized and promoted all sorts of prayer 

events. Dr. Greg Frizzell, specialist for Prayer and Spiritual Awakening with the BGCO 

has been our guest on many occasions, leading us in Solemn Assemblies, prayer re-

treats, and conferences. 

Our people long to see real heaven-sent revival and spiritual awakening. May the 

fire of the Holy Spirit not only come to our county, but our state, our nation, and our 

world. It is our ongoing commitment to pray and pray and pray until the floodgates of 

heaven open.  
 

† † † 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE PROMOTION OF EVANGELISM 

Daniel 12:3. ―And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament 

and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.‖ (KJV) 

 

Waft it on the rolling tide, Jesus saves, Jesus saves. 

Tell to sinners far and wide, Jesus saves, Jesus saves. 

Sing ye islands of the sea, echo back ye ocean caves, 

Earth shall keep her jubilee, Jesus saves, Jesus saves. 

— Priscilla J. Owens 
 

† † † 

Evangelism 

Evangelistic fervor has characterized the BBA from the beginning. We have, to a 

marked degree, followed the testimony of the apostle Paul in I Corinthians 9:22, ―I 

have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. Now this I do 

for the gospel‘s sake …‖ Through the years all sorts of efforts have been made to 

share the gospel. County wide crusades and simultaneous revivals have been con-

ducted. Many of our churches participated in a distribution of the JESUS film through-

out the county.  

We have been able to share the gospel with thousands of people. We have set up 

Block Parties here and as far away as Mexico and distributed tracts on the streets and 

from door to door. Radio and TV have been used in various ways to spread the gospel. 

We have had fruitful and effective ministries in jails, children‘s activities, and cowboy 

churches. Youth activities have included such events as SEE YOU AT THE POLE and 

TRUE LOVE WAITS in which hundreds have attended.  

Through the years the BBA has regularly provided witness training. Many of our 

people have learned how to share the gospel through such methods as SHARE JESUS 

WITHOUT FEAR, FAITH, THE EVANGECUBE, etc. Currently we are using MY316, in 

which we give our personal testimonies and use the most famous verse in the Bible, 

John 3:16, to share Christ. 

How we praise our God that He has given us hundreds of passionate soul winners 

and many churches with strong evangelistic zeal. Our prayer is that the BBA will burn 

with evangelistic fire until Jesus comes, and that our efforts will be used of the Lord to 

win multitudes to Christ. 
 

† † † 
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Partnership Missions 

Cooperating together in missions has been the reason for the existence of the 

Bryan Baptist Association throughout our history. Everything we do involves missions 

of some type. One of the most meaningful and fruitful mission endeavors has been 

partnership missions. This is when we prayerfully find mission opportunities in which 

we partner with churches, associations and people groups over an extended period of 

time. Through the years, we have partnered with Baptist associations, the BGCO, 

NAMB and the IMB in the states of Indiana, Idaho and Washington, and the countries 

of Russia, Canada, Mexico and Peru. We traveled to these places and have done such 

things as prayerwalk, Vacation Bible Schools, backyard Bible clubs, revivals, block par-

ties, sporting events, leadership training, gospel saturation, etc., etc. Hundreds of our 

people have participated and have been deeply enriched by doing so. The Lord has 

blessed our work in wonderful ways. Through these efforts we have seen hundreds of 

people come to Christ; many churches strengthened, churches planted and individual 

Christians discipled and encouraged in their walk with the Lord. 

We believe in cooperation. All of us can do so much more together than by working 

independently. This has been and continues to be one of the major strengths of 

Southern Baptists, particularly the BBA. In the years to come, may we ever grow in 

our commitment to carry the gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth. 

 

*** 

Indiana Partnership 

There was a link up with churches in Indiana. In March 1997 a group, including 

John and JoAnn Riggs, Bob and Norma McLean, Ronnie Harris, Phillip Jones, Bobby 

and Patricia Hatcher, went to Indiana. Some of us went to lead in training workers 

there in a one-day workshop. Then we led out in revival services and evangelism in 

several towns/cities in southern Indiana. We also served as encouragers for the small 

congregations there. We were involved in this for at least two years, possibly three.  

 

submitted by JoAnn Riggs & Patricia Hatcher 

 

*** 
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Idaho/Washington Partnership 

We have been in a partnership with the Lewis-

Clark Baptist Association in the states of Idaho 

and Washington since 2007. The Director of Mis-

sions, Ted Haws, has worked with us in planning 

and coordinating mission trips to that very beauti-

ful but spiritually dark area of the US. Over the 

past three years several teams have travelled 

there and other parts of the northwest. They 

have done a variety of things such as simultane-

ous revivals, construction work, block parties, and 

door-to-door evangelism. The churches are very 

small and struggle to have a vibrant, growing 

ministry. We trust that our efforts there will be of 

eternal benefit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† † † 

Bro. Terrell & Ted Haws, 

Idaho/Washington  D.O.M. 
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Three generations participated in Bryan Baptist 

Association‘s 2007 Idaho/Washington mission 

trip. Picture above are: (l to r) Garry McCain 

Music Dir. at Streetman Road; Bethany Wallace, 

granddaughter of Garry; and  Darren Wallace, 

Pastor at Streetman Road, father of Bethany and 

son-in-law of Garry. 



 

 

CHAPTER V 

THE PROMOTION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

II Timothy 2:15. ―Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.‖ (KJV) 
 

More about Jesus let me learn, 

More of His Holy Will discern, 

Spirit of God my teacher be,  

Showing the things of Christ to me. 

— Elizabeth E. Hewitt 

 

† † † 

OKLAHOMA BAPTISTS AND THEIR HISTORY 

By J. M. Gaskin 
 

Editor‘s note: Revisions have been made to this original history written in 1989 by 

J. M. Gaskin. Those revisions, while minor, were included to bring the history up to its 

current status of 2009. All revisions were approved by the Handbook Revision Commit-

tee. 
 

 The first published appearance of Oklahoma Baptist‘s concern for their history seems to have been 

in 1900. That year the Baptist General Convention of Indian Territory published a review of its history 

back to the convention‘s origin at Tahlequah in 1883. 

The Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma was organized at Shawnee in 1906 by a merger of the 

two then existing conventions in what was to become the new state of Oklahoma one year later. The 

convention‘s constitution from the beginning of 1906 has provided in its roster of officers for the annual 

election of a historical secretary. During the history of the convention eight persons have been elected 

to this office.  
 

Historical Secretaries 

The first person elected was L.W. Marks, who served a total of 12 years (1906, 1909-20). J. T. 

Walker served in 1907-08, and J. B. Rounds began a long tenure of service in 1921. He was succeeded 

by W. A. Carleton in 1949 after a long tenure of 28 years. Carleton was elected to this post until 1953 

when he went to Golden Gate Seminary in California.  

J. M. Gaskin was elected historical secretary in 1953 and served for 45 years, retiring in 1998. Glenn 

Brown served unelected as interim until Bob Mathews was elected at the 1998 BGCO meeting. In 1999 

Marlin Hawkins was asked to serve and did so until 2007. In the fall of 2007 Eli Sheldon accepted the 

position and has continued as historical secretary since that time. 
 

Historical Collections 

During the formative years of Oklahoma Baptists, three men contributed most significantly to the 

64 



 

 

collecting, preserving, and use of Baptist history. The first of these was Joseph Samuel Morrow, who 

first came as a missionary among the Creek Indians in 1857. While he lived and served with renown in 

more capacities than space here allows until his death in 1929, he displayed in numerous ways his con-

cern for the preservation of history. He was a maker of history, but he was also concerned with its pres-

ervation. Evidence of this is found in the vast collections he assembled consisting of a variety of histori-

cal sources such as Annuals, newspapers, correspondence files, and diaries—to name just a few. The 

best of what remains of his collection is at the Bacone College library in Muskogee. Much of the best he 

preserved in primary materials was lost in a church fire about 30 years ago where the materials were 

stored in the study of a pastor who had borrowed them for research purposes while working on a 

graduate degree. 

Presumably L. W. Marks obtained the best of his information as well as his collection of materials 

from Murrow. About 1956, the writer was fortunate enough to retrieve from Luther Marks of Edmond, 

son of L. W. Marks, what remained at the time of his father‘s collection. This consisted mostly of a 

rather large quantity of Association Annuals, most of them dating to the Indian and Oklahoma Territorial 

periods. Marks‘ best contribution was his unpublished manuscript, ―The Story of Oklahoma Baptists.‖ 

Copies of this important work are catalogued and stored in the Oklahoma Baptist Collection. This manu-

script probably served as the principal source of information for E. C. Routh‘s book, The Story of Okla-

homa Baptists, published in 1932 in partial observance of the centennial of organized Baptist work in 

Oklahoma. 

The most extensive collection now held by the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma came from 

J. B. Rounds. It consists to a large degree of almost unlimited correspondence files. Literally hundreds 

of thousands of pages of personal correspondence are in this collection of primary materials. Apparently 

Rounds fell heir to portions of both the Murrow and Marks collections. 

As late as 1952, the writer visited Rounds in his office in the Downtown Baptist Church in Oklahoma 

City, and after some persuasion gained access to his collection—which was something other researchers 

up to that time had been unable to do. Rounds told this writer it was his purpose to write a comprehen-

sive and definitive history of Oklahoma Baptists, hence he guardedly maintained possession of his mate-

rials. A busy schedule at the time, followed by failing health incident to advanced age prevented his 

ever realizing this goal, and eventually he relinquished his collection to the Archives of the convention. 
 

History Committee 

December 6, 1949, Secretary Andrew Potter directed the attention of the convention‘s board of di-

rectors to the need for making advanced plans to observe the convention‘s Golden Anniversary in 1956. 

He suggested an Anniversary Historical Committee be selected to gather material for a book on Okla-

homa Baptist history. The book was never produced, and the subject fell into limbo for about two years. 

October 10, 1952, the Board again voted to recommend to the convention that active steps be 

taken to implement a viable history program. This recommendation was twofold. 

First, it was recommended that W. A. Carleton write a definitive convention history. Action by the 

board and approved by that year‘s state convention authorized Carleton to select a committee to work 

with him. Members chosen were Charles H. Black, J. M. Gaskin, Lee Spencer, Harry Roark, and Carleton. 

The committee held one meeting at the Baptist Building on October 7, 1952. Carleton left the state the 

next year, and the committee never functioned further. 
 

Historical Commission 

The second recommendation the History Committee made to the board and the convention, was the 

formation of a Historical Commission. The plan was brought back to the committee by J. M. Gaskin from 
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the Southern Baptist Historical Commission‘s conference at Ridgecrest in 1952. The committee proposal 

called for the implementation of this new agency by electing nine persons to form the commission. The 

first year three were to serve one year, three for a two-year term, and three for a full three-year term. 

The original plan called for the historical secretary to serve as chairman of the commission and it was 

voted that ―… this commission shall be responsible for planning and direction the Golden Anniversary 

observance of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma.‖ The recommendation was approved as 

presented. 
 

Historical Society 

It seems L. W. Marks did not complete his first year as historical secretary in 1906-07, and William 

Durant Moorer completed the year. Moore made a report to the 1907 convention in which he spoke of 

the wealth of historical material he discovered regularly as he traveled about the state. He said, ―The 

planting and spread of the gospel in this state by the Baptists read like Hebrews 11, or a chapter out of 

the Acts of the Apostles.‖ Moorer concluded his 1907 report by calling for the creation of ―…the Okla-

homa Baptist Historical Society, which shall set itself to the task of gathering, classifying and preserving 

not only all our written records and statistics, but before it is too late, shall try to secure the record of 

the many facts of human interest….‖ 

Apparently Moorer‘s suggestion made little if any impact, then again in 1911, L. W. Marks called for 

―… the organization of a historical society, to be composed of such persons as are interested enough in 

this work to pay an annual membership fee of $1.00 to be used in the interest of collection and preserv-

ing the history of Oklahoma Baptists.‖ 

The suggestions of Moorer and Marks lay dormant for 46 years. In 1955, the Historical Commission 

recommended the creation of the Oklahoma Baptist Historical Society. The convention‘s board, in its 

December meeting in 1955, endorsed the organization of the Society in 1956. The afternoon of Novem-

ber 14, 1956, the Society was organized at Beverly‘s Hideaway, 52nd and Santa Fe, Oklahoma City, at 5 

p.m. Eighty-nine persons were present. A constitution was adopted, which was never amended. A new, 

more definitive constitution was adopted November 16, 1988. It replaced the original. 
 

Chronicle 

The official journal of the Historical Commission and Society is The Oklahoma Baptist Chronicle. 

Volume I, No. 1, was published in the spring of 1958. It is published twice yearly, and goes without 

charge to all paid members of the Historical Society. J. M. Gaskin has been editor since the publication 

began. (Note: Gaskin was editor from 1958 – 1998.) 
 

Baptist Collection 

Correspondence files of the late John Wesley Raley indicate he and Thomas Bert Lackey, then ex-

ecutive secretary-treasurer of the state convention, entered into a mutual agreement for a Baptist col-

lection in 1955. Raley proposed that OBU provide the space, and that Oklahoma Baptists wage a con-

certed effort to retrieve historical materials for the collection. 

First called the Heritage Room, the collection consisted of little more than a few boxes of Annuals, 

papers, correspondence files, pictures, and other limited numbers of Baptist memorabilia. Lee B. 

Spencer, by virtue of his position as OBU‘s librarian, was curator of the collection. 

As the collection grew, more space was provided. By common usage, the collection was known as 

the Archives—a designation which largely prevails now. There was no systematic order to the materials 

in the repository. They were, for the most part, simply piled here and there on the floor, shelves, and 

tables. 
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A bright new day dawned for the Oklahoma Baptist Collection in September, 1968. That was when 

E. W. Thornton began a 10-year span of service—known first as curator, later as archivist—in organizing 

and directing the operations of the collection. Thornton is due a lasting expression of 

gratitude from Oklahoma Baptists for the splendid and untiring service he gave as a 

―labor of love.‖ He was the ideal man for the spot, as was suggested by Lee B. Spencer to J. M. 

Gaskin early in 1968. (Spencer by then had left Oklahoma and was librarian at Arkansas State University 

of Central Arkansas, Conway, Ark.) 

A retired history professor with a strong desire to serve Oklahoma Baptist qualified Thornton in an 

unusual way to process the collection in its virgin state of disarray when he began working with it in 

1968. In May of 1978, Dr. Thornton felt it was time for him to retire. 

A recent inventory (1988) of the holdings in the collection revealed the following: there were about 

9,000 associational Annuals; 600 state convention Annuals (Oklahoma); 400 Southern Baptist Conven-

tion Annuals; and 1500 out-of-state Annuals (associations and conventions). There are 3,000 books; 

200 microfilm holding; over 200 oral history tapes; 565 Fall Creek tapes, and 300 other tapes. Theses 

numbered 30, periodicals 6,000, special Audio-Visual tapes numbered 137 open reel and 137 cassettes; 

there were about 125 shelved manuscripts, 350 large file boxes, 285 small file boxes, 37 T. B. Lackey 

scrapbooks, thousands of pictures, more than 800 biographies, and 250 or more numbered museum 

pieces. 

Eunice Short supervises the Collection (1988). J. M. Gaskin, Historical Secretary for the Collection 

since 1976, was Director of the Oklahoma Collection. 
 

Collection 

As of this writing in 1988, it would seem a fair appraisal to say that Oklahoma Baptist have come of 

age in their history program. The collection is growing, and an ever-increasing number of people are 

making use of the research materials—both on campus and by mail. The Historical Secretary finds his 

schedule growing yearly with opportunities to do seminars, workshops, and conferences on Baptist his-

tory in associations and churches. More and more churches and associations are writing their histories 

for publication, and observing their anniversaries. Interest is on the upgrade in Oral History, a relatively 

new technique in collecting history so far as Oklahoma is concerned. Oklahoma was one of about eight 

or 10 states in the entire Southern Baptist Convention with a full time person serving as Historical Secre-

tary. This is a genuine sign of progress considering the age of Oklahoma as compared to many SBC 

states. 

The writer offers no pretense at giving a comprehensive picture of Oklahoma Baptist historical inter-

ests and concerns through the years. At best this could be called only a summary. In a few short years 

we have come a long way, but as with Moorer in 1907 and Marks in 1911, the urgent appeal is still 

timely that all Baptists of Oklahoma manifest a more diligent concern in collecting, preserving, and utiliz-

ing their history. 

The Murrow Press, probably used to print The Indian Missionary at Atoka in 1886-91, is included 

in the collection. 

 

† † † 
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Sunday School 

As our association of churches embarks upon the centennial celebration, it is clear 

to see that for Bryan Baptists, Sunday School has been and continues to be a priority 

among our local bodies. If you were to look into the archives of our recent history, 

specifically from 1976 to the present, you would discover that one of the vital arms of 

outreach and discipleship to our local communities has been the Sunday School. There 

are adults today in the Bryan Baptist Association committed to the Lord Jesus Christ 

and faithfully serving their local church as a result of what they learned in Sunday 

School over three decades ago. 

Back in 1976, where this recount of our history begins, Bryan Baptist leadership 

emphasized the importance of using the Sunday School as a supporting tool for nearly 

every other ministry in the church. Missions, evangelism, VBS, and youth related min-

istries all were augmented by the presence and function of the Sunday School. These 

small group Bible studies not only trained our people in the important doctrines of the 

faith, but provided a sense of community that laced them into the life of the church. 

A cursory look at our history over the past 34 years discloses a strong emphasis by 

our leadership on training Sunday School directors and teachers and encouraging them 

to enroll new prospects in their classes. During the late 80‘s it seemed that the empha-

sis on enrollment waned in our BBA churches, but in 2006 with the introduction of 

Power Up Sunday School, a renewed interest 

and revival of enrolling new prospects in our 

Bible Studies began. Seeing our Sunday 

Schools as an outreach ministry once again 

came into focus. 

The provision of training for the Sunday School leadership of our churches has al-

ways been a priority to the Bryan Baptist Association. For this reason in 1986, a group 

of leaders from the BBA were organized and sent to the Glorieta Conference Center in 

New Mexico to receive training on how to develop a more effective Sunday School. 

These volunteers would then come home and be mobilized into an associational Assist 

Team that would provide in-house training for our local church leadership. The Assist 

Team would continue its training and become a valuable resource for BBA churches all 

the way into the mid 90‘s. 

In the late 90‘s, though training was still provided, it seemed that traditional Sun-

day School had started to lose its steam and was in need of revival. As a result, our 

state convention, realizing this as somewhat of a statewide problem, began to intro-

duce new strategies that would revitalize our Sunday Schools. It was then around 

2005 that Power Up Sunday School came on the scene, and shortly thereafter our as-
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sociation began to lay serious emphasis on Sunday School coaching labs that would 

use this valuable tool to equip workers. Then in 2009 the BGCO adopted the in-house 

Sunday School training strategy called One Day which provides a well spring of ideas 

for how to do our local churches, and continues to 

strongly encourage our churches to make Sunday School 

and other small group ministries a vital part of you out-

reach to the community. 

submitted by Darren Wallace 
 

*** 

A record that may never be broken 

R. C. (Cleat) Self holds the record in Bryan Baptist Association for perfect atten-

dance in Sunday School. From 1954 through 1999, Mr. Self, a member of Calvary, Du-

rant, was in Sunday School every Sunday.  

He often told people that he made a covenant with God that as long as he had his 

health he would be in Sunday School. During his forty-five year perfect attendance, 

Mr. Self was at times called upon to serve as a ―Pulpit Committee‖ member. Fellow 

members jokingly complained that the committee had to leave at 3:00 AM so that 

Cleat could get to a given town by 9:45 AM to attend a Baptist Sunday School. The 

perfect attendance streak was broken in 1999 when the 92-year-old underwent emer-

gency open heart surgery in Dallas Presbyterian Hospital. The Drs. and Staff called him 

―Mr. Sunday School of Oklahoma.‖  

In addition to being faithful to Sunday School, 

Mr. Self served on the Auditing Committee of 

Bryan Baptist Association for many years and 

looked forward to every annual meeting. His last 

associational meeting was at Cartwright Baptist 

Church, September 22-23, 2003. At this meeting, 

he was overheard to say, ― I need to quit coming 

to these meetings one of these days, but I just 

enjoy them so much.‖  

Mr. Self, who died December 28, 2003, is pic-

tured with his pastor, Bro. Paul Koonce in Octo-

ber, 1997. 

 

† † † 
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Vacation Bible School 

Hey, I'm telling you what! Our Association has had and continues to have some of 

the best Vacation Bible Schools in the state! No wonder, since we have had some 

GREAT leadership and a great percentage of people come to know the Lord through 

Vacation Bible School! Our churches are involved in mission VBS trips from one end of 

the nation to the other! And countless thousands are being reached this way! As an 

Association, we have reached out to our own churches that are unable to have Vaca-

tion Bible School and provided assistance. And we continue to share materials with 

each other and I want you to know that we, as an Association, are on the leading 

edge of the movement to do VBS as the whole convention does it now, rotating the 

kids from one station to another! Keep it up, Bryan Baptist Association!!! Lead on!! 

 

† † † 

 

Baptist Collegiate Ministries of SOSU 

(formerly Baptist Student Union) 

     The Baptist Collegiate Ministries (Baptist Stu-

dent Union) on the campus of SOSU had its unoffi-

cial beginning in the mid-to-late 1940‘s with a few 

students going to state and national meetings of the BSU (Baptist Student Union). The 

BSU began to change its philosophy of ministry and thereby its name to BCM (Baptist 

Collegiate Ministries) in the late 1990‘s. Two main reasons for this: (1) The word 

―student‖ was being used with the ministry to Jr. High and High school students. (2) 

The feeling that the word ―ministry‖ had more to say about our work with students 

than the word ―union.‖ 

In 1977 the director of the BSU was John Heath, who served for fifteen years. He 

began his work in 1962. 

In the school year, 1976-77, Sharon Weaver was BSU president, with fifteen coun-

cil members in charge of the different activities. Each council member had a commit-

tee of between 5 -10 members. The next year, 77-78, Carl Russell was president with 

the same amount of council and committee members. 

The leadership structure was changed in the late 80‘s. It became more of a council 

leadership than individual leaders. 

From 1962 until the late 70‘s, the BSU had Morning Watch (prayer meeting) two 

mornings a week and Noon-Day, Monday thru Friday at 12:30 p.m. Vespers (evening 
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worship) was held Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday‘s and International Night every Fri-

day evening. 

The major goal of BSU was to reach students for Christ, to disciple students, and to 

teach student churchmanship. The BSU was not to be a Church on Campus but to be 

an arm of the church on campus.  

The churches started serving noon lunch every Wednesday in 1980. The Durant 

First Baptist Church started the lunches and the other churches of the Association 

joined in until almost all of Bryan Baptist Association churches were involved. In 1980 

the BSU served between 35-40 students and by 1985 they were serving between 150-

225 students. 

In 1978, BSU started having Vespers one night a week on Thursdays at 9:00 p.m. 

They would have various Bible studies through the week and tried to have Bible stud-

ies on every floor of each dorm. 

The old BSU building on University Boulevard was sold to Southeastern in 1983, 

and in October 1983, BSU moved to the new building that they and the Baptist Gen-

eral Convention of Oklahoma built. The BCM still occupies this building. This building 

was signed over to the state convention in 1995. 

In 1983 Greg Idell, BCM president, graduated from the University and became the 

Associate BCM Director. Greg stayed with this position until 1996. During this time he 

graduated from the seminary and was accepted by the Southern Baptist International 

Mission Board. 

Denny Freeman became Associate Director in 1996 and then Director when John 

Heath retired in July, 2001.  

submitted by John Heath 

* * * 

 I was Associate Director of the SOSU BCM from June 1997 through summer 2001. 

After John Heath retired, I became the director through May 2005. April Aldridge (now 

April Clay) was the Intern/Associate for two years followed by Pauline Boren who 

served the next two years. 

When I arrived in Durant, the BCM took a group to Glorieta College Student Week 

after a few years of not being able to attend because a conflict with the date school 

started.  

After John Heath retired and went to Vermont, the SOSU BCM formed a partner-

ship with him to assist in the beginning BCM‘s. Jerry Love, an SOSU graduate, moved 

to Vermont shortly after John, and became a graduate student at UVM, and helped 

John start a BCM there. During several spring breaks, I took a group of students to 

71 



 

 

help and Oklahoma BCM also began sending a group each May after the semester 

ended. The state‘s portion of the partnership will end at the end of 2010. There were 

no BCMs in Vermont until John moved there. 

submitted by Denny Freeman 

 

* * * 

     I am sure that I am not an historian, but in the 

next few paragraphs I will endeavor to give a reason-

able overview of the Southeastern Baptist Collegiate 

Ministry during the years of 2005-2010. 

Beginning in July of 2005, I, Brandon Brister, began serving at the BCM. I enlisted 

the help of Drew Beard, former Southeastern Quarterback, to serve as my assistant for 

that first year. As I began to look toward the fall of that first year, I knew what I 

hoped would happen. I hoped that we would have students who would love Jesus and 

who would share Him with their friends, roommates, and classmates on campus. I 

hoped we could raise up a generation of students who would be good husbands and 

wives, fathers and mothers, men and women worthy of respect in the market place…

but most of all I was hopeful that we could disciple a generation of students to have a 

Kingdom worldview, characterized by lives that are lived for the sake of the Glory of 

God. While this was the clear vision, the plan was fuzzy at best. I agreed with Drew 

that the best thing we could do during the month of July and the first of August would 

be to pray that God would send us students who would share our vision and who 

would help us make the vision a reality.  

I went to Glorieta by myself that first summer. In truth, it was one of my favorite 

weeks at Glorieta as I had ample time to dedicate to God, to plan, and to rest. But I 

also learned that week that Glorieta would come to be a marker for us. A time of the 

year where we would celebrate where we have been and recommit ourselves to the 

vision of making disciples on the campus at Southeastern. That week I made one im-

portant decision. I chose Aaron Cacho to be the leader of our worship team. Aaron‘s 

leadership, which would prove instrumental (I know terrible pun) to our community‘s 

growth and culture, was excellent. He, and the others in that group, taught me to be-

lieve in the ability of college students to imagine, develop, serve, and lead.  

That first semester, Drew and I worked hard, maybe too hard. We were trying to 

do everything possible to connect with as many students as possible. We had events 

on Sunday Nights, Monday Nights, Tuesday Nights, Wednesday Nights, Thursday 

Nights, and sometimes even on Fridays and Saturdays! We were exhausted and ironi-

cally we didn‘t see a ton of fruit from much of this work. Our greatest investment in 
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the fall of 2005 was to lead a group of 12-15 people through a study of Servant Lead-

ership. From that group of trained leaders, God developed the BCM into the ministry it 

is today.  

One of the guys in that group, was Colby Corsaut. Colby was a student at the time 

and I had met Colby through a connection in Youth Ministry. He was brash and opin-

ionated, the polar opposite of me in many ways, but I noticed his clear gifts. He would 

be a great young man to invest some trust with. Another young man, Ty Kitchens, 

whom I had known for 5 years at the time, was one I had invested a great deal of 

trust in, and who would prove to be a great investment. These two guys have had a 

significant impact on the BCM these past five years. 

Drew‘s character, enthusiasm, and ability to meet and lead people allowed us to 

grow that first year from an average involvement of 10 committed people to around 

25 or 30. Of course we had more attendees than that, maybe even a high around 75 

for our weekly meetings, but these were students that would invest their lives in shar-

ing this ministry. During the school year of 2005-2006 we overhauled the building, in-

cluding paint, new furniture, a new giant screen television (which has been greatly 

used for kingdom work). We added a room for a second resident. We put up a new 

neon sign on the front of the building making the building much more visible from the 

street. We sent a couple of Summer Missionaries out, I think just 3…, but most impor-

tantly, we saw college students come to Christ and made some disciples on campus. 

In August 2006, we traveled to Glorieta Student week with a team of 14 students 

and staff. That summer we decided it would be a good idea to camp out…we were 

wrong. Rain and bears made that trip one to remember as we battled them for about 

three days each respectively. We had lots of great memories though.  

During the fall of 2006, Gabe Morse took over for Drew Beard as my intern. Gabe 

did a great job during the school year; his work ethic and partnership were the quali-

ties I value the most from our time together. During that school year, I met a student 

that would radically change my approach to ministry. Fisa, an international student 

from Gabon in West Africa, had attended a couple of our meetings, but we had never 

been officially introduced. He approached me in the Student Union cafeteria and ex-

pressed his desire to help with the ministry. Ever eager to receive help, I told him that 

would be wonderful and I asked him to share with me what he enjoyed doing. He told 

me, ―I like to pray.‖ I thought, Well…ok, and I asked him what he had in mind. He told 

me that he would like to meet with me for two hours a day to pray. Two hours! I think 

I masked my surprise outwardly, but inside I wondered how that would ever be possi-

ble. I suggested maybe we meet for an hour the next day. We did. We sat in the dark 

of the Ping Pong room and I learned how to pray. I learned that praying is listening 
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more that it is talking. I learned that as I sit quietly, sometimes reading the Bible as 

well, God brings names and ideas to mind that, if followed up on, will prove to be a 

great investment of my time and efforts. I learned that rather than working really hard 

and hoping I can make things work out right…I should pray really hard and allow God 

to tell me what to do to accomplish His work…His way. We met several times a week 

for the next three years. This has dramatically affected me personally and has had a 

great impact on the BCM. 

We still had too many events that year…too many parties and gatherings that were 

conceived in the flesh and bore very little fruit. But one by one God began to raise up 

individual students with hearts for different corners and pockets of campus and a plan 

to share the Gospel and their lives with them as well. God was doing a new thing in 

us. We began the transition from staff-driven ministries to student-driven and that has 

made all the difference.  

During Glorieta the next summer, we moved to our current plan of staying in the 

primitive cabins. We took 23 students that summer…they were dryer and safer. Also 

that summer, we drastically changed the outer appearance of the BCM building by 

adding the large deck and flowerbeds thanks to some donations and help from men in 

Bryan Baptist Association. 

Colby Corsaut came on staff during the fall of 2007 and has been a great addition. 

A gifted teacher and leader, a young man committed to the Lord, Colby has made a 

great impact on the direction of our ministry to guys and to the Nations. 

During the past three years, Colby and I have committed ourselves to prayer, to 

the work of the Lord, and to student-led ministry. Beginning that fall, we decided to 

plan less and allow time for students to do more. Meeting one on one with students, 

helping them clarify a vision for ministry, holding them accountable to that commit-

ment, and teaching the Word on a weekly basis has characterized the broad scope of 

our days. We have also cast a vision that every student should use his or her breaks to 

share the Gospel to the ends of the earth. Because the past three years kind of run 

together in my mind, I want to share a few of the significant things that have hap-

pened. 

The Man Ministry - Beginning in the 2008-2009 school year, this is our main min-

istry launching tool for ministry to college guys. Based on testimonies, honesty, con-

fession, small groups, and a commitment to the Word, this ministry has been instru-

mental in building discipleship relationships with hundreds of guys…many of whom 

have and are leading studies and ministries elsewhere on campus. There may not be 

anything exactly like this anywhere else. It really is quite unique. All men are invited to 

come and check it out during the semester. We meet at 8:00 on Tuesday nights at the 
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BCM. Be there early though as we have been averaging 70 men each week this se-

mester so far. 

Women’s Ministry - from 2005-2008…the BCM was very…VERY…male domi-

nated. Unique for a BCM ministry in that way, it made sense as we had 0 women on 

staff and were relatively uneasy in discipleship relationships with college girls for obvi-

ous reasons. However in the past two years, God has done AMAZING work in this 

area! Several young ladies laid the groundwork for this ministry that really blossomed 

in the fall of 2009. Roughly based on the same principles of testimony and small 

groups as the Man Ministry, this weekly gathering is definitively for ladies and has 

added such a wonderful group of committed ladies to our community. I want to invite 

you ladies to join our ladies for this weekly meeting on Monday nights at 8:00 at the 

BCM. Just like the Man Ministry, you will want to arrive early as they are having more 

than 50 young women each week at this gathering. 

Missions - We have prayed and preached that our responsibility is to make disci-

ples in all nations. Our students have obeyed that call. We have gone from sending 3 

summer missionaries that first summer in 2006 to sending 32 this summer to every 

continent except Antarctica! These students are part of well over 150 students from 

Southeastern BCM who have been involved in local, state, and global missions in the 

past five years. Thanks to all the individuals and churches that have supported these 

many mission opportunities! 

Free Lunch - Our number one touch point with students is also our number one 

touch point with churches. Interesting how that works out! We have seen many stu-

dents begin a relationship with God and with BCM as a result of this weekly ministry. 

Thousands of meals are served to hundreds of students every semester, thanks to the 

churches in Bryan Baptist Association. 

Crossroads - Our one consistent meeting over the past five years. We have met 

on Thursday nights at 8 every week…in many different locations…the BCM, the Stu-

dent Union, and the amphitheater on campus…with one goal: to celebrate Jesus and 

to preach his Word. This weekly meeting is the hub of our ministry and has grown 

from a small group of less than 20 that I met with after accepting the director‘s posi-

tion in April of 2005 to averaging well over 100 the past three years.  

Glorieta - This week in New Mexico is still a benchmark time for our ministry and 

we have had 67 students attend each of the past two years! That makes for a great 

team returning to campus! 
 

History will be written, but let the last word be known that the growth of the 

Southeastern BCM during this tenure was due to prayer in dark rooms, obedience to 

the leadership of the Holy Spirit, commitment to preaching the Word of God, and stu-
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dents who loved Jesus and demonstrated it by living honestly with one another and 

with an unbelieving world. Let it be recorded that Southeastern BCM students invested 

their lives there. 
 

Brandon Brister 
 

Let us not become weary at doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest 

if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9 

 

† † † 

Ministerial Training Institute 

MINISTERIAL TRAINING INSTITUTE: Established by the Oklahoma Baptist 

University in 1983, MTI is a unique off-campus, adult-education program designed to 

provide university-level courses for academic credit. It has steadily grown through the 

years and has served hundreds of students, not only in Oklahoma but in several other 

states. It offers college-level training for three groups of people: vocational or bi-

vocational ministers who are serving as pastors or church staff members; persons who 

have responded to God‘s calling into ministry but have not had the opportunity to 

serve in a local church or to receive formal training; and lay persons who want to be-

come better-equipped servants of God in their churches.  

Through successful completion of courses, students can earn a Diploma in Christian 

studies. Also, credit hours earned can be applied to the Associate of Arts Degree or 

even the Bachelor of Arts Degree. Costs are considerably less than on the OBU cam-

pus. An additional benefit is the convenient locations of MTI training centers for stu-

dents that live too far away to attend on-campus classes.  

MTI began in the BBA under the leadership of Dr. John Riggs, DOM for the BBA 

from 1993 to 2001. It has been our privilege to offer classes every year for at least the 

last 15 years. We have had classes with as many as 18 enrolled and as few as two. It 

has been a wonderful and rewarding ministry we hope to continue indefinitely.   

 

† † † 

History of Oklahoma Baptist University 

     Events leading to the birth of Oklahoma Baptist University 

began with the formation of a single Baptist convention for all 

of Oklahoma in 1906. When the Baptists met in Shawnee that 

year, an Educational Commission was appointed at the first 

session to study the subject of Baptist education in Oklahoma 
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and report its findings a year later. In 1907 a board of trustees was elected, and in 

1910 articles of incorporation were granted. The school opened in September 1911 in 

the basement of the First Baptist Church, Shawnee, in the Convention Hall, and the 

Shawnee High School.  

After the first year, operations were suspended until 1915 when a major classroom 

building, Shawnee Hall, was completed. This building and sixty acres were a gift of the 

City of Shawnee. Dr. F. M. Masters, pastor of First Baptist Church, Ardmore became 

OBU‘s second president. He had been nominated by Rev. Cortez Stubblefield, pastor of 

First Baptist Church, Durant from 1901 to 1908. Stubblefield was so concerned that Dr. 

Masters‘ presidency be successful that he and his wife joined the OBU staff for a brief 

time. She served  as dormitory matron and he served as a field representative. 

In addition to the original 60 acres provided by Shawnee, adjoining tracts of land 

have been acquired over the years to create a 200 acre campus with 33 major build-

ings and excellent athletic fields. OBU is a senior-level coeducational institution con-

taining the College of Arts and Sciences, the Warren M. Angell College of Fine Arts, the 

Joe L. Ingram School of Christian Service, the Paul Dickinson School of Business, and a 

School of Nursing. 

The University offers 10 baccalaureate degrees. In 2007 a Graduate School, offer-

ing the Master of Business Administration focusing on international business, was 

opened in Oklahoma City. The following year courses leading to the Master of Science 

in Nursing began in the same facility.  

Since 1993, OBU has been consistently listed as Oklahoma‘s highest-rated bacca-

laureate college in U. S. News & World Report‘s annual ranking of ―America‘s Best Col-

leges.‖ In addition Princeton Review names the school in its ―Best in the West‖ recom-

mendations. In 2010, Forbes.com included OBU on its ―American‘s Best Colleges‖ list 

for the third year in a row. 

Athletics is an important part of the Bison Hill landscape with success both in the 

classroom and the playing facilities. In 2009-10, the Bison won the NAIA men‘s na-

tional basketball championship and the women‘s track team captured the indoor na-

tional title and came up one point short of the outdoor championship. For the year, 

OBU had 52 All-Americans, four All-America honorable mention honorees and 23 NAIA 

Scholar Athletes. Fielding teams in track, cross country, soccer, basketball, baseball, 

softball, volleyball, tennis and golf, OBU was recently named a Five-Star Champions of 

Character institution and captured the 2009-10 Sooner Athletic Conference Cup, which 

measures the overall performance of the athletic program. OBU has won two national 

championships in basketball, two in men‘s track and three in women‘s track. 

The Southern Baptist International Mission Board reports that there are more OBU 
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alumni serving as missionaries than from any other college in the world. OBU alumni 

also make important contributions as teachers, physicians, ministers, nurses, artists, 

musicians, and in the fields of business and science. 

Over the years many people from Bryan Association have served on the OBU board 

of trustees. Some of those are Dr. Henry G. Bennett, Dr. Marvin Gaskin, Dr. James 

Robinson, Horace (Skip) Robinson, Rev. Gerald Tidwell, Dr. John Riggs, Bob Riggs, and 

Dr. C. Henry Gold. 

On November 1, 2008, Dr. David W. Whitlock became OBU‘s 15th president. Dr. 

Whitlock was member of the business faculty of Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-

sity from 1985-1999. Prior to coming to OBU, Dr. Whitlock was Dean of the College of 

Business and Computer Science at Southwest Baptist University, Bolivar, MO from 

1999-2008. In addition he served as pastor of Hendrix Baptist Church from 1993-94 

and of Silo Baptist Church from 1996-1999. Under his leadership the Board of Trustees 

has adopted OBU 2020 — a statement of Vision, Mission, and Values and a long range 

plan for facilities to help accomplish these goals. 

The university community began celebrating the school's Centennial in the fall of 

2009 and will continue the observance through December 2010. Various events, pro-

grams, and publications have emphasized the anniversary. Perhaps the highlight was 

the Centennial Founders' Day, February 10, 2010, which included many of the univer-

sity's leaders throughout the past fifty years. Another highlight was the publication in 

July 2010 of "Proudly Stand on Bison Hill: A Pictorial History of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-

versity 1910-2010." 

OBU is owned and supported by the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, 

which consists of approximately 1,700 cooperating Southern Baptist churches. OBU is 

responsible through the President to the Board of Trustees, whose members are 

elected by that Convention. 

 

† † † 

Weldon J. Lasater Memorial Library 

The history of Bryan Baptist Association from 1976 through 2010 would not be 

complete without a narrative of September 30, 1982. It was on this date that Weldon 

J. Lasater and James ―Pudge‖ Bowers were murdered while on a fishing trip to Little 

River in extreme eastern Oklahoma. The two men were ―yoke-fellows,‖ in the Gospel; 

Weldon being an ordained minister and ―Pudge‖ being an ordained deacon. The 

trauma touched every church in Bryan Baptist Association because these two Servants 

of the Most High God were looked upon as being counselors and encouragers in the 
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faith. 

Weldon Lasater was ordained in October, 1955, at Campbellton Baptist Church in 

Campbellton, Texas, where he served as pastor for three years. He was the bi-

vocational pastor of Lee Heights, Brown, and Mead Hi-Way Baptist churches in our as-

sociation. 

Brother Lasater was humbly proud of his 22 years in the United States Army, where 

he attained the rank of lst Sergeant. Following his military career, he returned to Du-

rant and taught at Washington Irving Elementary School for 19 years.  

In 1981, he served a Moderator of Bryan Baptist Association and at the time of his 

untimely death, he was serving as a supply pastor and was a member of Durant, Cal-

vary. 

On March 24, 1985 the Lasater family bequeathed Brother Lasater‘s books to Bryan 

Baptist Association where they became part of the Weldon J. Lasater Memorial Library. 

Mr. Bowers was a star basketball and football player at Southeastern Oklahoma 

State College in Durant It was said that Pudge got more out of his 5 foot 4 inch frame 

than those who were a foot taller, by ―speed, grit and determination.‖ That is the way 

he approached the Christian life and his work as Associational Brotherhood Director. 

Pudge eventually became Assistant Football Coach and was head Basketball Coach 

from 1967 through 1971. At the time of his passing, he was Instructor in Safety Edu-

cation at Southeastern and a member of Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church. 

The ―fishing buddies‖ were laid to rest on the same day and they were deeply 

mourned by many Bryan Baptists, but ―not as those who have no hope.‖ 

 

† † † 
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CHAPTER VI 

THE PROMOTION OF WORLDWIDE MISSIONS 

 

Matthew 28:19-20. ―Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 

to the end of the age.‖ (New King James Version) 

 

We‘ve a story to tell to the nations that shall turn their hearts to the right, 

A story of truth and mercy, a story of peace and light. 

For the darkness shall turn to dawning and the dawning to noonday bright, 

And Christ‘s great kingdom shall come on earth; the kingdom of love and light. 

— H. Ernest Nichol 

 

† † † 

Woman’s Missionary Union 

According to the website WMU.com, ―Woman‘s Missionary Union is an organization 

which strives to challenge believers to understand and be radically in the mission of 

God.‖ 

The WMU mission ―… is to inform and inspire the Christian woman to influence her 

world for Christ.‖ 

Inspiring and educating adults, youth, children, and preschoolers in the cause of 

Christian missions is done through providing as many as 18 or more ministries within 

the WMU organization. Of these, most women in BBA are more familiar with: Mission 

Friends, Girls in Action, Acteens, Youth on Mission, and Women on Mission. 

WMU promotes mission giving through a wide variety of areas, but the three major 

ones are: Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions; Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering for Home Missions; and state offerings. The state offering in Oklahoma 

is the Edna McMillian Offering. 

Pauline Hooper served as director of BBA WMU in 1976. Prior to that, she had been 

the director for 14 years. She reported that in 1975 the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

was $11,192. Karolyn Robertson followed Mrs. Hooper from 1977-1979. Mrs. Hooper 

then returned as director from 1980-1982. LaRuth Speers, who served from 1983-

1985, succeeded her. Christine Despain served from 1986-1989. She reported in 1988 

that 21 churches in BBA had some level of WMU work. Della Allison became Director in 
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1990 and served in 1991, as well. Christine Despain returned as Director in 1992. The 

total enrollment at the end of the 1992-93 year was 499 members. Mrs. Despain was 

the Director in 1993. She reported at the end of the 1993-94 year, there were 25 

WMUs at some level and 439 members. 

Mary Smith led the women from 1995-1997. During this time Baptist Women and 

Baptist Young Women merged together under the name ―Women on Mission.‖ The la-

dies enjoyed a retreat at The Helm. Ruth Watson, former missionary to Spain, spoke. 

Participants from the Russian Crusade gave reports of their trips. 

The WMU encourages the cooperation of the yearly emphasis of the state in such 

as ―Bold Mission Thrust.‖ WMU stresses a yearly theme. For instance, one year it was 

―Life-Changing Accountability.‖ Other years they emphasized themes such as, ―Come 

Go With Me,‖ and ―Transformed.‖  

Examples of events that take place yearly are: G A Retreats, Mission Friends Play 

Days, and Baptist Women/Baptist Young Women Festivals of Fun. In addition to the 

usual events, the women engage in creative activities such as having a Quilting Party. 

The women enjoyed listening to missionaries tell about their experiences in the For-

eign Field or in Home Missions. 

Ethel Gray became the Director for the 1997-1998 year and served further.  

On September 25, 2000 Betty Stout and Ethel Gray were added to the list of nomi-

nations as WMU Directors for the BBA‘s upcoming year. This was a leap of faith for 

both, but each felt it was a call placed on her heart from God. Little did they know 

what a giant leap it was. Below is their report: 

 

*** 

Women’s Missionary Union -- Women’s Missions and Ministries 

As I sit here in the midst of a pile of reports, programs, photos, and various other 

missions papers, it is difficult to put these years into a history form. We were privi-

leged to represent our Association at the State level in many areas. For several years 

there was an almost monthly trip to the Baptist Building in Oklahoma City for meetings 

and planning. Encouragement and prayers from our Association were very instrumen-

tal to the work we did. We represented our Association on the State WMU Council, Ad-

ministrative Council, Nominating Committee, the Vision Team, and the Task Force. We 

helped to set our State Mission goals, nominate those to serve on Sate leadership 

teams, award WMU Scholarships, choose writers, themes, and goals for the Edna 

McMillan State Offering, and pray, dream, and seek God‘s face for the women of Okla-

homa on the Vision Team. Needless to say, these two humble but willing servants of 
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the Lord were way in over our heads! While on the State Leadership Team we were 

able to be a part of Deborah Brunt‘s video series on Key Truths for Women‘s Leader-

ship. I think they chose us as those most in need. 

I could tell of the WMU Banquets where women from our Association were inspired 

and motivated by speakers such as Pat Wagstaff, (State WMU President), Wilene 

Pierce (Native American Link Director), Deborah Brunt (State WMU Consultant), Linda 

Dourrough (also State WMU President), Kelly King (BGCO Women‘s M7M Consultant), 

many missionaries from the IMB and NAMB, plus volunteer missionaries for our own 

Association. 

There was always yearly planning for the Baptist Women‘s Day of Prayer, the Re-

treat at The Helm, as well as the special missions offerings each year. We were hon-

ored to serve during the time the Carrell Hooper Missions Offering was started. We 

were able to help in the Associational Missions Fair at Calvary Baptist Church. That was 

a special blessing and time for us. 

We were called on by different churches in the BBA to come and share about Mis-

sions and Ministry work and we were always happy to do so. The Associational Office 

and the Churches in our Association were always very affirmative and helpful in the 

years we served.  

Betty and I served during the transition from being strictly State WMU Council to 

Women‘s Missions and Ministry Leadership Team. As with any change there were chal-

lenges to overcome, differing views to be heard, an expansion of ideas, and changing 

the way it has always been done, and, of course, all of this was bathed in MUCH 

PRAYER. It is our prayer that the overall changes have benefited the Women‘s Work in 

Oklahoma and helped to further the work of all our missionaries around the world. 

I must make note of some of those who meant so much to us during our years as 

your Directors. JoAnn Riggs is the first name written in our planning book, as she or-

dered the first magazines for us to use. JoAnn, Wilma Robinson, Diane Dean, and 

DeeDee Pena, on occasion, sent flyers, mailed newsletters, sent me gentle reminders 

that the Challenger was coming out soon and get my information IN NOW!, made res-

ervations for us for State meetings and anyone we had invited to the BBA for a meet-

ing, AND ALWAYS HAD A SMILE WHEN THOSE GRAY-HAIRED WMU ladies came in the 

Associational door. Thank you so much. 

Brother John Riggs was the Director of Missions when we first began this adven-

ture and he was truly a ―Barnabas‖ encourager to us. He never let our lack of knowl-

edge or abilities be obstacles to serving our Association. Brother Terrell Suggs was also 

very supportive and allowed us to participate in many of the BBA mission events. Bar-

bara Decker has made The Helm available to us for the Retreat each year and has 
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been a most gracious and kind hostess. (In spite of having to stay up way past any-

body‘s normal bedtime.) Thank you, Barbara.  

LaRuth Speers, Lillie Atkinson, Pauline Hooper, Sue Hopkins, Dolores Kiser, Chris-

tine Despain, Mary Smith, Syble Franklin, Mattie Hammel, all of you who gave us this 

great foundation to build upon and helped us in so many ways, Thank you. 

May God find us faithful in the work that continues to be done in Women‘s Work in 

the Bryan Baptist Association. Pray for, encourage, and support Sally Ashley and those 

who serve on her Leadership Team. Only as we work together as an Association of 

churches can God‘s Kingdom Work be done in Bryan Baptist Association. 

Thank you for allowing us to serve our Lord and this Association, 

         In His service, 

         Ethel Gray and Betty Stout 

* * * 

Women’s Missions and Ministries 

Our 2008 year started with ―Sweet Spots‖ at Durant First Baptist. This is a state 

training event that happens every year. Our Baptist Women‘s World Day of Prayer was 

held at Fairview Baptist. This takes place all over the world on the first Monday of No-

vember. This is a day of prayer for the 

women in the seven continents of the 

world. The next event was our WMU Ban-

quet that was held at Armstrong First Bap-

tist. Our guest speaker was unable to at-

tend due to stormy weather, so Brother 

Terrell Suggs spoke about The Great Physician‘s Pharmacy that opened in June of 

2009. Our last event of the year was the Ladies‘ Retreat at The Helm. Here women 

from churches in Bryan County meet for a time of sharing what is on their hearts. We 

had an awesome time hearing about the Peru Mission trip. Also, we had a time of sing-

ing praises to our Lord, testimonies were given, and prayer time for our missionaries 

around the world, and for each of the ladies that attended.  

The 2009 year started when several women went to Del City for the state training, 

which was called ―Sweet Saturday.‖ Our Baptist Women‘s World Day of Prayer was at 

Calera First Baptist. We had a great study on ―Seeing God with New Eyes.‖ Our host 

church furnished the music. Each woman was given a prayer guide and asked to go to 

seven different rooms that were decorated with items from each of the seven conti-

nents. Here prayer was offered for the women of these foreign countries. The next 

event was at Colbert First Baptist. The ladies from Colbert did the decorations and they 
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were beautiful. We had the opportunity to hear J D and Sue Harlin give their testimo-

nies of their trip to Jerusalem. It was so awesome. Again our last event was the La-

dies‘ Retreat at The Helm. We heard testimonies, sang praise songs, did crafts, and 

had a great time praying and sharing what God is doing in our churches and homes. 

Our new year will be starting soon with state training in August. Several of the 

women are praying about this trip. My prayer for the New Year is that we see more 

women stepping up and starting a Women‘s Missions and Ministries in their local 

church because we have such a low percentage of Women‘s Ministry groups in our as-

sociation.  

Sally Ashley 
 

† † † 

Russia 

Three Mission Trips to Russia 

Dr. John Riggs, DOM of BBA, laid the groundwork for a mission trip to Russia. Early 

in 1996, I heard conversations of folks talking about the trip. Even though I had been 

concerned about persecuted Christians in Russia for many years and had studied eve-

rything I could find about the subject, I wasn‘t interested in 

going. When my pastor, Charles Loyd, asked me to 

join with him, Zona Loyd, and Ann Yandell from the church 

to form a team, I gave it little thought. I felt lost people in 

Bryan County needed my help. 

When representatives from International Crusades (name 

later changed to International Commission) visited the 

church to explain about the trip, I attended the meeting 

out of curiosity. The enthusi- asm of the presenters spilled 

over onto me. Soon, I was eager to start saving money 

to go to Russia. In June 1996, a group from BBA left on the trip.   

We flew to Moscow and spent the night in a modern hotel. The next day we set out 

for our destinations; some by plane, others by bus. Members of the BBA group went to 

the Stavropol area.  

The roster for the BBA group included: Steven Alexander, Winston Smith and Chris 

Smith, Jacob Toews, Wes Schreier, W A & Remona Bourne, Ronnie Harris, Faye Car-

roll, Kelly Copley, Rodney Cook, Evelyn Taylor, Helen Wakely, Clifford Johnson, Candy 

Carmen, Cathy Campbell, John D. Riggs, Delinda Musgrave, Vickie Corbett, Allen 

Serner, Nathan May, Paula May, and Teri McGinnis, plus the four in our team. (It may 

be that one of the women did not go due to poor health.)  
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We were driven at a large beautiful church, which had a lovely rose garden. After 

spending the night in the homes of members of that church, we assembled back at the 

large church to wait for drivers from individual churches to come get us. 

The Lada we were riding in was too small for all of us, so Ann Yandell joined an-

other group and we three started for the church at Cerkessk. Our driver drove ex-

tremely fast. When we arrived, women who were practicing music for Sunday‘s service 

were excited to see two women in our group. They had expected the team to be all 

men. 

After conversing with the women through Tolik, our interpreter, we were taken to 

the home of our hostess, Valentina. She was 74. 

After Sunday services, we started on a whirl-

wind of visitation and services. Monday morn-

ing, I was taken to a small village called 

Korigina, near the Black Sea. A gratifying part 

of the trip was giving out Gideon Bibles that 

had just been sent to the area. Even the po-

lice who stopped us at check points accepted 

the Bibles. I had never been treated with so 

much kindness as these people in the village 

showed me. They arranged for me to speak 

at home services during the day and night services at church. Everywhere I went 

women served delicious meals. 

I was intrigued when I saw one woman at every home service. Even though she 

was 72, she ran from one house to another to hear me 

speak. It was rewarding to see folks who were so eager to 

hear about God they ran to the services. 

In a couple of days, I returned (loaded with gifts) to the 

main church where we visited to apartments and homes for 

services. One of the highlights of the trip was when three 

prisoners were permitted to speak with Zona Loyd and me 

about their spiritual needs. Our Bibles had Russian language 

in one column and English beside it. We were able to point to 

the verses and explain the plan of salvation. I believe all 

three became Christians. 

After our work ended, we returned to the large church for a Victory Rally. We 

learned that many were saved. We went back to Moscow, happy for the luxury of a 

modern hotel. We spent the night and then departed for home.  

Zona Loyd, Russian lady, and 

Charles Loyd 

Dolores Kiser enjoying a meal in a Russian home 
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My outlook on life changed. I wanted to 

return to Russia because I bonded with the 

people. I knew why, for around 30 years, I 

had studied about the persecuted Christians 

in Russia. God, in His Sovereignty, knew that 

one day I would be able to visit with and wit-

ness to those people. Most of the men at 

church had scars (amputated fingers and 

hands) from standing up for God during the 

years when Christianity was outlawed. 

International Crusades reported that there were 2,696 people saved. Praise the 

Lord! 

* * * 

In October 1996, five from BBA went with International Crusades to Archangel, 

Russia, near the White Sea. They were: Allen Serner, Danny Spoon, Jacob Toews, 

Randy Ellis, and me. A major problem occurred when the church I was assigned to 

work with cancelled my visit. After my friends had left for 

Onega, I stayed at the house church with Oksana, the pastor‘s 

daughter. The pastor drove away to find a place for me to 

stay. (I told Oksana I would have been happy to sleep on the 

wooden floor of the house.) After searching for a long time, 

the pastor was able to move me into the apartment with 

Katerina, a Russian Policewoman. That was a once-in-a-

lifetime experience. Oksana told me Katerina was named for 

Catherine the Great.  

Our daytime activities were visiting schools and colleges to speak to the students. I 

was pleasantly surprised that the students knew many Bible stories. In the evenings, 

we had church services in a Cinema. The vice-president of the Gideon Society in Arch-

angel was a member of the church and attended services. A total of 2,444 people 

made decisions for Christ on this trip. One estimate set the total at 3,000. 

* * * 

In June and July of 1998, several from BBA went to Siberia. The flight from Mos-

cow to Barnaul was an experience. For some reason, I was the only American in my 

section of the plane. (God knew the reason.) When I tried to find my seat, it was 

taken. Because of my separation from the other Americans, I was already nervous. 

When I couldn‘t find my seat, I was about to panic. Suddenly, someone asked in Eng-

Dolores and Katerina 

Team members dining with a Russian family 
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lish, ―May I help you?‖ 

A woman invited me to sit with her. She was an English teacher in a university. 

How God does work! I was able to converse 

with her all night and share my testimony with 

her. She gave me her phone number, should 

we encounter any problems. 

In Barnaul, my team member was Frances 

Jones (now deceased) from Bennington. The 

team leader was Randy Turner, a health care 

worker Grand Prairie, Texas. This, too, was a 

quite an experience. Each day on the ride to 

the site, (there was no church building), we saw the famed Siberian Railroad. Our ser-

vices were held in a Culture Hall. Also, we learned that we were in the area where the 

famous Romanovs: Russian Tsar Nicholas II, 

his wife Alexandra, four daughters, and son, 

were murdered. The girls were named Maria, 

Tatiana, Olga, and Anastasia; the son was 

Alexis. Many girls in that area were named 

for Anastasia. A mystery still exists as to 

whether or not she escaped. (Some think 

she came to America.) 

A touching moment at this place was the re-

alization that I standing in Siberia on July 4th. 

Being there really brought home to me my 

appreciation for my free country. I carried a 

small American flag with me as we traveled that 

day. In celebration, at evening services, we three 

Americans attempted to sing ―America, the Beau-

tiful.‖ Frances Jones was the only one to make it 

through the song. Randy and I choked up on 

tears so much we couldn‘t sing. 

The experiences I lived through on the three 

Mission Trips to Russia are indelibly engraved in 

my memory. I praise the Lord for these wonder-

ful opportunities. 
 

Dolores White Kiser 

*** 

Frances Jones and Russian lady 

Cultural Hall 

Baptismal candidates in Siberia 
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Excerpts from the Pages of the Journal kept by  

John Riggs on the Mission Trip to Russia, 1996 
 

Arrived at Mineral Water 4:05 p. m. Welcomed at landing by group from the church 

at Georgijevsk. Group sang hymns – very emotional moment. Meal in Fellowship Hall 

at church in Georggijevsk. 
 

Spent Friday night in house of believers from the church. A dear older lady took 

three men (Rodney, Clff, and me). (Widowed, dead daughter, heart heavy with grief.) 

Not a word of English! What an experience! Her name is Tanya. She got so impatient 

with us because we had some problems getting our things together. (I had to leave all 

fresh clothes at church. Car too small to carry luggage) She got equally impatient for 

someone to drive us all to her home. (79 years old.) 
 

Saturday 6/8 – Up about 6 a. m. No hot water. No shower. Shaved with cold water. 

At the church for breakfast at 9:00 a. m. Served about 9:40. Consisted of 2 boiled sau-

sages and a cabbage salad. Included cream puff. Service at 11 a.m. lasted past 1 p.m. 
 

Building packed. All team sat in choir crowded together. Much music. Choir, solo 

from another region and quintet from Siberia. Don Clark preached. 
 

Staff members collected all passports, visas, and 2 pictures for registering. Regis-

tering required because of the civil war in Chechnya, neighbor to Stavropol. 
 

Plans called for departure to various cities soon after lunch. Passports not back. 

Government office closed. Had to be persuaded to reopen and process. About 5:30 

before departure. 
 

Very small cars. Much luggage. Very crowded and difficult. 3 hour drive to Nefte-

kumsk. After passing 2 busses and 2 large trucks escorted by police, learned we were 

headed toward Chechnya. Had to pass through 3 or 4 military check-points. One de-

tained us. Required our papers before allowing us to pass. 

Arrived about 9:00/9:30, Met host family. Vladimer, Era, Oxana, Sveta, Alona. Live 

in 7th floor flat. Informed, ―no water.‖ Had carried water from 1st floor and filled bath-

tub for essentials. Shower not considered essential. Pretty good sleep on fold-out 

couch in living room. Had a good meal before bed. 
 

Sunday 6/9 – Awoke at 6:30. No one in family up. Went to bathroom and discov-

ered good news – water – no hot water. Showered in ―not so cold‖ water. Breakfast: 

fried eggs, cold-cuts, cabbage salad, tea, and chocolate cake. 
 

Service begins @ 10:00 a.m. Left about 9:30 for a 15/20 minute walk to church. 

Host has no car. Neither does the pastor (one bicycle the other a motorcycle). Pastor 

has 10 children. 
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Service features: singing, prayer, brief sermon/exhortation by the pastor, choir, 

testimony from Vickie, reading of poetry, solo, testimony from Delinda, other poem, 

my message. 

Translator and preacher both struggled; she more than I because of her struggles. 

She is not a Christian. Has virtually no understanding of Biblical truth. Pretty good 

grasp of English, but not Bible terms/truths. Has to refer to index to locate books of 

the Bible. 

One lady came forward repenting. Many wept. She asked for baptism. Her mother 

lived in Chechnya. Fled at beginning of civil war. Died in Neftekunsk. 
 

Lunch in home of Vladimer. Many people present; 3 Americans, 2 interpreters, pas-

tor and wife, young pastor of another church and Moorat who led the evening meeting 

in a private home. 
 

No p.m. service at the church but met in a private home. Many questions from 

group, wonderful dialogue, spirit of fellowship. Had cake and other sweets and straw-

berries. 
 

Walked ―home‖ in pouring rain. 
 

Monday 6/10 – Long day…left house about 10 a.m. Long walk to Segie and mother 

Vera‘s house (flat) where Vickie and Delinda are staying along with their interpreter 

Julie. At arrival they were presenting the gospel to a young man who prayed to receive 

Christ. By late afternoon nine people had prayed with them to repentance and faith. 

New Testaments provided by Gideons are given to those making commitments. 

I was told I was to preach. I used a text from Luke 24—two believers on road to 

Emmaus – then there was discussion. The meeting lasted from 6:00 – 9:30 p.m. Ques-

tions were asked such as, ―Why do I no pray before an image?‖, ―Why do your women 

not cover their heads in church?‖, ―What do I think of their president?‖, and a host of 

other questions. 

The meeting ended with refreshments served by our gracious hostess. The table 

was filled with all kinds of food such as rice and meat dishes, potato and meat dishes, 

curds or jam inside dough (baked), bowls of fresh strawberries. 
 

Arrived back at ―our house‖ at 9:50 shortly before the ―lift‖ shut down. 
 

Various activities filled the remained of the day including witnessing to a man who 

desires to know God. He was glad to meet a man from ―another world.‖ He had been 

told that people from the US had only bad thoughts all the time. He was glad to meet 

a man from the US who seeks to do good. 
 

† † † 
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Canada 

 Our Association formed a partnership with an Association in Canada. The Associa-

tional Meeting was held in Grand Prairie, Alberta, Canada in Western Canada. We were 

in the home of Greg Idell who was working with students at one of the universities in 

Edmonton. [Greg is in Costa Rica now.] We drove 285 miles from Edmonton to Grand 

Prairie for the meeting. We were there two days. I don‘t remember if John spoke at 

the meeting or not, but I think that he did. We first went to the home of the daughter 

of Carol and Bill Robinson. Bill‘s son-in-law taught at the Southern Baptist Seminary in 

Cochrane, Alberta. We visited the seminary; spent quite a while with the president, Dr. 

Rob Blackaby; and visited professors and student there. We were impressed with the 

feeling of community. It is a small theological seminary and there is much interaction 

between professors and students. 

We visited a small church in Edmonton for the Wednesday night prayer meeting. 

The pastor was another Blackaby. (I think his name is Richard.) We again were so im-

pressed with the people in the church. There was a meal and then prayer time and I 

mean prayer time. John was allotted a few minutes to speak, but the primary focus 

was prayer. I was teamed with a lady who told me she would pray for me every day. 

How comforting to know someone so many miles away in another country is praying 

for you! 

The pastor Blackaby came to our Associational Meeting the following year and I‘m 

not sure if one of the pastors came for a revival in our Association or not but it seems 

that did occur. 

The partnership was primarily one of prayer. We, as churches in our Association, 

prayed for those churches, leaders, and members in the Canadian Association for their 

efforts of outreach and discipling, which I understand, is difficult there. But the em-

phasis was on a prayer hook-up. 

submitted by JoAnn Riggs 
 

† † † 

Mexico 

The BBA enjoyed a very successful and fruitful five-year partnership in Penjamo, 

Guanaquato, Mexico. It was a small city of about 40,000 people. We were partnered 

with the Calvary Baptist Church in Penjamo and the Trojes DePaul church just outside 

the city. Each team consisted of from 20 to 26 people. For the first three years we did 

gospel saturation in which we went from door to door throughout the entire city seek-
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ing to discover those interested in meeting for Bible study and 

hearing the gospel. We pulled our Block Party trailer all the way to 

Penjamo several times, set it up, and used it in various parts of the 

city. The city of Penjamo actually permitted us to use the entire 

downtown plaza to block it off and conduct our Block Parties. Hun-

dreds of visitors came. They all heard the gospel, and many re-

ceived Christ. 

How we thank the Lord for the privilege of working with these 

wonderful people, who were so cordial and gracious to us. We re-

member them with much love and joy.  

 

† † † 

Peru 

     In 2009 the BBA commenced a very exciting partnership 

with the Iquitos people of northern Peru in the jungles of the 

Amazon Basin. We are classified with the International Mission 

Board as a Strategic Coordinator Association. This involves a 

five-year commitment to work with the Iquitos people by send-

ing at least four teams per year. They are an unreached people group because less 

than 2% of the people are Christians. We have a three-fold purpose: to evangelize, 

disciple, and plant churches. Already we have sent several teams, some staying as 

long as three to four weeks. One young lady was able to stay three and a half months.  

The people live on the shores of two different 

rivers in three villages. Most of the people can 

read and write. Our aim is to patiently establish 

relationships with the people, to learn their 

world view and to lovingly seek to disciple them 

as followers of Christ. 

Many people are stepping up to be involved 

in this challenging mission effort through prayer, 

giving, sending, and going. May God‘s grace 

abound as we prayerfully trust the Lord to bring 

a great spiritual awakening to this lost and for-

gotten people.  
 

† † † 

Face-painting at a Block 

Party in Mexico 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE ASSOCIATION TAKES ITS STAND 

I Corinthians 15:58--…‖my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.‖ 

 

Stand up, Stand up for Jesus 

Ye Soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high his royal banner,  

It must not suffer loss. 

From victory unto victory 

His army shall He lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished  

And Christ is Lord indeed. 

George Duffield, Jr. 

 

† † † 

 

When God wrote His laws with his own finger in tablets of stone, these laws re-

flected His nature and character. (Exodus 31:18). His laws are immutable and irrefuta-

ble. The shifting mind-sets of man and the creation of situational approaches to moral 

issues cannot erase the unchanging guidelines of God. 

In the life of the individual Christian, the local church, and in the Association of 

churches, moral stands must be taken which affirm the unchanging laws of God. 

Sometimes, this stand will be in positive support of biblically ordained principles of 

righteousness. At other times, this stand for God will be in opposition to principles, ac-

tivities and lifestyles that run contrary to the laws of God. (God, Himself, used the 

negative stance on eight of His ten commandments). 

When this history is read fifty years hence, the reader needs to be informed of the 

moral challenges our Association faced during the years of 1976-2010. By printing 

these Resolutions as adopted by the Bryan Baptist Association, the reader can see that 

the Association ―took its stand.‖  

Space does not permit the printing of every ―Resolution,‖ adopted by the Associa-

tion for the last 34 years, nor all the ―Whereas‘s‖ that preceded each Resolution. (Each 

Resolution in its entirety may be found in the Annual Handbooks of the Association for 

the years 1976-2010). 
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For the purpose of this history, one key Resolution will be chosen for each year, 

along with one ―Whereas,‖ leading to that Resolution. 
 

1976: Resolution — Liquor by the drink election 

WHEREAS, the time is short and the need extreme 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, (that the pastors) remind your people to go to the 

polls and take at least one sympathetic person with them. 
 

1977: Resolution — Expression of thanks to host church 

WHEREAS, the First Baptist Church of Achille and Reverend Leslie Peevyhouse, the 

pastor, have so graciously entertained the Association at its annual meeting 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that this Association go on record as expressing its 

sincere gratitude for services rendered. 
 

1978: Resolution — Bold Missions  

WHEREAS, bold missionary efforts are sorely needed in the world 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the churches of our Association be encouraged 

and urged to continue faithfulness in our endeavor to reach the world for Jesus Christ 

through ―Bold Missions‖ before the year 2000. 
 

1979: Resolution — The Bold Mission Thrust Campaign, 1979-1981 

WHEREAS, the Bold Mission Thrust is a three-year campaign and attempts to reach 

the world for Jesus 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we support with active participation the three-

year program of ―Bold Mission Thrust.‖ 
 

1980: Resolution — World Missions Conference 

WHEREAS, missions lie at the center of Christian service 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we make the World Missions Conference a mat-

ter of prayer and encourage every church to participate. (Oct 18-25, 1981) 
 

1981: Resolution — On moral issues 

WHEREAS, moral issues continue to arise 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that as moral issues arise that we will, after fervent 

prayer, and guidance from the Holy Spirit, take a firm and active stand upon what 

God‘s Holy Word teaches us. 
 

1982: Resolution — On the Director of Mission’s 25th anniversary 

WHEREAS, Reverend Carrell Hooper, Director of Missions of Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion, has served with distinction and walked before us as a Christian gentleman and 
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has set an example for all of us by his Godly walk 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we the people of Bryan Association express our 

deep love and appreciation to Reverend and Mrs. Hooper for their twenty-five years of 

faithful and dedicated service to the churches of this Association. 

1983: Resolution — the ordination of women 

WHEREAS, the question has arisen regarding the ordination of women 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Bryan Association go on record that we oppose 

the ordination of women as ministers or deacons. 
 

1984: Resolution — regarding Brother and Mrs. Hooper’s retirement  

WHEREAS, Brother Hooper became Director of Missions of Bryan Association on 

July 15, 1957 and entered into full retirement on February 15, 1984, and whereas he 

is the longest tenured Director of Missions in continuous service in Oklahoma 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we have an appreciation dinner on February 

17, l984 with Lyle Garlow as speaker, and with appropriate ceremonies representing a 

number of churches over the Association. 
 

1985: Resolution — regarding a spirit of cooperation 

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists have historically cooperated together to achieve ends 

which could have not been accomplished individually 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Bryan Baptist Association in its Annual Meeting 

October 14, 1985, at the First Baptist Church of Calera, Oklahoma reaffirms the spirit 

and practice of fellowship, cooperation, and unity among our churches as stated in our 

Constitution. 
 

1986: Resolution — regarding drug abuse 

WHEREAS, drug abuse has become rampant in our day infecting all ages and all 

social groups, and has increased by 20% in America just last year 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we encourage all law enforcement officials to 

pursue and prosecute all forms of illegal drug use 
 

1987: Resolution — regarding the Sunday School 

WHEREAS, the Sunday School is the major outreach organization of the church and 

whereas thousands of people in Bryan County are lost and unchurched and need to 

learn and respond to God‘s Word 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that Bryan Baptist Association in its Annual Meeting, 

October 19, 1987, at the Lee Heights Baptist Church in Durant, Oklahoma, encourages 

its churches to be engaged in the greatest possible activity toward reaching our 

―Challenge 10/90‖ goal. 
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1988: Resolution — regarding social ills 

WHEREAS, Our homes are still the foundation of the social order, and there are 

many enemies that would tear them down 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we continue our opposition to pornography, 

alcohol, gambling, drugs and all other elements that are destructive to good morals 

and home life. 
 

1989: Resolution — Resolution #3 

WHEREAS, the elected officers of our Association, the office secretary, Wilma Rob-

inson, and our Director of Missions, Sam Vinall, have served so ably 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we express our sincere gratitude to each of 

these and commend them for their service. 
 

1990: Resolution #4: — regarding Evangelism 

WHEREAS, the winning of the world to faith in Jesus Christ as personal Savior is of 

paramount importance 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we will continue to do all that we know to do 

and can do, to bring about the salvation of souls on a regular basis through our 

churches, special efforts, and concerted efforts such as our ―Wayne Bristow‖ county-

wide Crusade. 
 

1991: Resolution #5: — regarding Desert Storm 

WHEREAS, in the year 1991, we have seen our military in action of both men and 

women in the Desert Storm battle in the Middle East 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we continue to give our support to those who 

give so much that we might enjoy our freedom. 
 

1992: WHEREAS, there were no resolutions this year, excerpts from the Message of 

the Director of Missions tell of the activities of the new ministries in the Association. 

They are the construction of a new church building in Darmanesti, Romania, the be-

ginning of a ministry on Lake Texoma, called the Lake Texoma Baptist Resort Ministry, 

and the initial meetings of a new Senior Adult ministry. 
 

1993: Resolution #5: — regarding ―Here’s Hope – share Jesus now‖ 

WHEREAS, the people of Bryan County are experiencing the same spiritual crisis as 

is present in our state, nation, and our world and whereas, the results of this crisis are 

evidenced by lives being destroyed as well as the crumbling of the home life of many 

and decline in our moral and ethical values and whereas Jesus is the only hope to 

change people‘s hearts and lives and meet the needs of this present crisis 
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we, the Bryan Baptist Association of Oklahoma, 

commit ourselves to participate in the ―Here‘s Hope-Share Jesus Now‖ National Evan-

gelism Emphasis proposed by the Home Mission Board. 
 

1994: Resolution #5 – Sanctity for human life 

WHEREAS, the Bible teaches the sanctity of life, born and unborn 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the churches of Bryan Baptist Association par-

ticipate in any non-violent means that will bring an end to this murderous act of abor-

tion, and furthermore, that the churches support the Crisis Pregnancy Center and ac-

tively teach young people God‘s guidelines of abstinence from sex before marriage. 
 

1995: Resolution #5 – Encouragement of church members of Bryan Baptist 

Association to oppose legalization of Casino Gambling. 

WHEREAS, Gambling ignores the noblest qualities of man (reason, justice, compas-

sion, personal responsibility) 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the member of the churches of Bryan Associa-

tion be encouraged to continue their vigilance in opposing the legalization of Casino 

Gambling in the state of Oklahoma. 
 

1996: Resolution #6 –South Central Indiana Baptist Association Link-up 

WHEREAS, the Lord has clearly commissioned us to take the Gospel beyond the 

boundaries of our own place (Matt 28:19-20) 

 BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we encourage the churches of Bryan Baptist 

Association to extend their witness by praying for our brothers and sisters in Indiana, 

participating in the sponsorship of new work in Indiana by sending workers… 
 

1997: Resolution #5 — Evangelistic Crusade to Russia 

WHEREAS, the wall of Communism has fallen opening the doors to the Gospel 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the churches of Bryan County participate in an 

evangelistic crusade to Russia, June 24-July 8, l998. 
 

1998: Resolution #5 — Prayer for President and Congressional Leaders 

WHEREAS, Paul specifically commands Christians to pray ―for kings, and all who 

are in high positions 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we urge all Baptist churches of Bryan County to 

pray for President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton, their daughter, their marriage and relationship 

that there might be emotional and spiritual healing. 
  

1999: Resolution #7-- Prayer for spiritual awakening and revival 
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WHEREAS, the need is apparent for spiritual awakening and genuine revival within 

the churches and in society at large, 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that pastors and other leaders in Bryan Baptist As-

sociation be urged to develop prayer ministries which focus on praying for spiritual 

awakening within the church and for genuine revival to sweep the Association. 
 

2000: Resolution #8 — Affirming God’s precepts, statutes, and command-

ments for our churches and families 

WHEREAS, some states and religious denominations are compromising with the 

world and accepting same sex marriages, abortions, gay ministers, etc. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that every pastor, deacon, and spiritual leader in 

our churches reaffirm God‘s Word as sole authority and standard. 
 

2001: Resolution #3 — the plague of internet pornography 

WHEREAS, pornography is a major contributor to deviant sexual behavior and acts 

of sexual violence 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to pursue lives of sexual 

purity in thought and action (I Corinthians 6:18) and that we encourage all Christians 

to make this same commitment (Philippians 4:8). 
 

2002: Resolution #5 — On human cloning 

WHEREAS, Individuals and groups have announced recently that they are attempt-

ing to clone a human being through somatic cell nuclear transfer and that experts 

agree that attempts to clone a human being, if successful, pose a significant risk for 

producing children with severe disabilities and lethal deformities 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we urge Congress to enact a permanent, com-

prehensive ban on human cloning, making it unlawful to clone a human being includ-

ing a human embryo. 
  

2003: Resolution #5 — On the liberation of Iraq 

WHEREAS, the Iraqi people have suffered for decades under the oppressive and 

autocratic regime of Saddam Hussein, marked by repression, intimidation, mass mur-

der and extreme hostility to the most basic human rights 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the messengers to the Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion Annual Meeting in Cartwright, Oklahoma, September 22-23, 2003, affirm President 

George W. Bush, the United States Congress, and our armed forces for their leadership 

in the successful execution of Operation Iraqi Freedom, and furthermore that we com-

mend the valiant and sacrificial service of the men and women of our armed forces. 
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2004: Resolution #5 — On state-sponsored lottery 

WHEREAS, the entire enterprise of gambling and specifically a state-sponsored lot-

tery are completely opposed to principles in God‘s Word, revealing a dissatisfaction 

with God‘s provision, as well as encouraging a desire to gain something for nothing, 

therefore contributing to the moral demise of society, and gambling, by definition, 

earns its revenues from those who lose, thus causing the state to become a predator 

of its people rather than a protector 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the messengers of the Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion Annual Meeting at Roberta Baptist Church, September 20-21, 2004, commit to 

pray mightily and work actively to return Oklahoma to a gambling free state. 
 

2005: Resolution #3 — On educating children  

WHEREAS, many negative influences are attempting to transform the moral foun-

dation of the culture by reshaping the core values of our children, undermining histori-

cal truth, and promoting promiscuity, violence, and other immoral behaviors..and ho-

mosexual activists and their allies are devoting substantial resources and using political 

power to promote the acceptance among schoolchildren of homosexuality as a morally 

legitimate lifestyle.. 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we urge parents and churches to exercise their 

rights to investigate diligently the curricula, textbooks, and programs in our community 

schools and to demand discontinuation of offensive material and programs. 
 

2006: Resolution #7 — On Southern Baptist Disaster Relief 

WHEREAS, hurricanes Katrina and Rita devastated coastal areas of Alabama, Flor-

ida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas in 2005 and whereas Southern Baptist Churches 

and other churches and religious agencies were in the forefront of care for evacuees 

and reconstruction of homes and places of worship 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we express our gratitude to the thousands of 

Southern Baptists and other volunteers who gave of themselves unselfishly to help 

people in the devastated areas in their time of need 
 

2007: Resolution #7 — On biblical stewardship 

WHEREAS, the Bible has a plan for stewardship 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we, the messengers to the 2007 Bryan Baptist 

Association, meeting at Silo Baptist Church of Silo, Oklahoma, October 15 and 16, 

2007, encourage our churches to continue teaching, training, and preaching God‘s plan 

for biblical stewardship, exercising wisdom by living on God‘s economy, and acknowl-

edging tithing as the beginning of financial accountability to God.  
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2008: Resolution #4 — On celebrating the growing ethnic diversity of the 

Bryan Baptist Association 

WHEREAS according to LifeWay Christian Resources, there are several thousand 

ethnic congregations within the Southern Baptist Convention…and there is among our 

ethnic brothers and sisters, strong leadership, pulpit ability, administrative capability, 

and denominational, theological, and scriptural fidelity consistent with the Baptist Faith 

and Message 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we encourage our Director of Missions and all 

committees to work with the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma to identify eth-

nic leadership from cooperating Southern Baptist Churches to serve on boards, com-

mittees, and programs of the Bryan Baptist Association.  
 

2009: Resolution #5 — On carrying out the Great Commission 

WHEREAS, only 8% of the 40,000 people who make Bryan county home, are in at-

tendance in worship at any church on Sunday 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we call our churches to a new commitment to 

prayer and evangelism, and ask that our Evangelism Strategy Team and our Disciple-

ship/Sunday School Strategy Team work together to develop a five-year suggested ef-

fort to double the number of baptisms and double the attendance in our Sunday 

Schools. We ask that the Budget Committee and Finance Committee make this effort a 

priority of our budget and undergird and support this effort with adequate finances. 

 

2010: Resolutions #6 — On Traditional Marriage 

We, the messengers to this Centennial meeting, believe the Biblical definition of 

marriage is the unity of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a life-

time. We uphold traditional marriage as the only context for appropriate sexual ex-

pression. Holy Scripture condemns all other sexual acts. Traditional marriage is under 

attack at the state and national level. We urge Bryan County Baptists to emphasize the 

importance of and celebrate holy matrimony. We encourage state and national legisla-

tors to protect the sanctity of traditional marriage and commend their unwavering 

stance for traditional family values. 

 

† † † 
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 Part II — The History of The Churches  

of Bryan Baptist Association 
 

―For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one 

body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ‖ (1Corinthians 12:12). 
  

A table is spread before the churches in Bryan Baptist Association. It is covered 

with various programs and activities from which each congregation chooses. No two 

churches select the same activities, though there are Basic Beliefs that are common to 

all. The other activities are selected to fit the individual congregations. A program that 

accommodates a large church doesn‘t belong in a rural church, and vice versa. So is 

the makeup of BBA. 

Our strength is in our differences: all meshing together to form an association that 

glorifies our Lord. 

By 1976, many of our congregations had distinguished themselves by the choices 

they added to their worship services. In that year, several churches had special ser-

vices honoring our country‘s 200th birthday. Members of one church built a brush arbor 

for revival services and used it later for Vacation Bible School. Several churches had 

special musical programs to recognize our country. Nonetheless, the goal was to honor 

the Lord, more than any one else. 

The interiors of most churches had been upgraded. Attending services was much 

more comfortable. Churches installed air conditioning, padded pews, carpeting, and 

were moving toward using various kinds of voice and music amplification. Recorded 

accompaniments became a staple for most soloists; though at that time some resisted 

the change. Several rural churches were beginning bus ministries. During the last 34 

years, change has occurred. 

Just as the church resembles the human body, so do the individual congregations 

making up the Association. Every church in BBA has its own specific strengths. Some 

churches put great emphasis on the music and worship phase of services; others are 

more involved with their youth programs. Most congregations regard Lottie Moon and 

Annie Armstrong as revered relatives; several emphasize Children‘s Church. Others are 

into drama and puppet ministry; some do a great deal of service among the elderly 

who reside in rest homes. However, they are all alike in that they are worshiping and 

serving God. 

Different Versions of the Bible are used. Some folks use iPhones from which to 

read Scriptures. Recently, a new method of witnessing has been used in services. This 

impressive way of testifying for the Lord is known as ―Cardboard Testimonies.‖ Change 

happens all the time. It‘s in the individual churches that BBA gets its strength. 

100 



 

 

Come with me as I reminisce about my days in churches in Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion. 

From Then to Now 
 

Worn-out hymnals, hard-backed pews. 

Funeral-home fans, fly swatters, too. 

Muddy roads put some to the test, 

Heat from a woodstove, or propane at best. 

Oh, the good old days; they‘re nice to recall, 

But hard to live through, just ask Brother Paul. 

 

In 1976, we were moving uptown, 

Though some of the gadgets still brought a frown 

To Grandpa, ‘cause he thought we could make out 

With no carpet or air, follow the old route. 

The younger folks voted to bring in new stuff. 

The older ones gave in, though they said it was rough.  

 

They carpeted the church; installed air condition 

Used background music with the soloist‘s rendition. 

Brought in new musical instruments to use. 

Bought speaker systems, padded the pews. 

Modernized the kitchens; installed baptisteries. 

 Left it to old folks to remember church histories. 

 

Added soup kitchens; clothes‘ closets for all. 

Erected church steeples; Fellowship Halls 

 Built Family Life Centers; put up basketball goals. 

Changed Youth Rallies to ―See You at the Pole.‖ 

Did Prayer Walking; bought new vans  

Started Children‘s Church; enlarged their plans. 

 

Stayed in touch with Online Newsletters, 

Sent e-mail prayer requests; helped sick get better.  

Had church directories professionally done, 

Made it easier to locate everyone. 

Mission trips to spread God‘s Word 

To the multitudes who have not heard. 
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Whether with Power Point, new versions of the Bible 

Each one must know to God he is liable. 

Using ―Cardboard Testimonies,‖ fancy iPhones, 

 The message is presented to Mr. and Mrs. Jones. 

Whichever way, the Great Commission makes clear 

The Gospel must be sent for all nations to hear. 
 

Notice the diversities in our BBA churches as you read the histories of each. Praise 

God for the ―Tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.‖ 
 

† † † 

Community Baptist Church of Achille 

    The Community Baptist Church 

started in the Methodist Church in Achille 

on March 24, 1985 with Brother Johnny 

Young as pastor. The first Sunday in the 

new building was in June 1987 with 

Brother Jim Fields as pastor. 

    There have been several pastors since 

the church started. Brother Conley 

Cook—Brother J. T. Welch—Brother Allen 

Serner—Brother Eddie Vessels—Brother Jerry Henry—Brother Sam Allenbaugh—

Brother Larry Metts. Brother Bob Stevens became our pastor in October of 1996 and 

has been our pastor ever since. 

When Brother Bob has to be gone, we have called in several times, Brother Marty 

Hutchings—Brother Larry Metts—Brother David Williams. And all have been a blessing 

to our church.  

When Brother Bob Stevens came to be our pastor he introduced Faith Promise to 

our church. We embraced this program 100%. Since then, we have been blessed as 

none of us could have imagined. We have paid off the church note, bought a new 

sign, bought a new steeple, put on a new roof, and had the bathrooms redone. We 

have sponsored needy programs here in our area, and while doing this we have spon-

sored several missionaries in other countries. Faith Promise also brought our church 

together as ONE serving our Great God. 

 Cathaline (Bobbi) Hutchings 

Church Clerk 

† † † 
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First Baptist Church, Achille 

In 1976, Brother Doug Dodson 

served as pastor. He came May 25, 

1974. On February 29, 1976, Mr. 

Bud Metcalf and Mr. Darrell Hearn 

were ordained as deacons. During 

the summer, the parsonage 

burned, causing a total loss of per-

sonal possessions to Brother 

Dodson. He resigned as pastor September 1976. George McPherson served as Interim 

during September and October. 

Brother Les Peevyhouse was called as pastor October 31, 1976. He served until 

July 1978. 

Brother Mike Rodgers became pastor in September 1978. He moved into the new 

parsonage in March 1979. On September 5, 1978, the church recognized Mike Green-

way as a deacon. Brother Rodgers resigned as pastor in November 1980. Brother 

Mervin Redwine served as Interim until March 1981. 

Brother Lynn McNatt was called as pastor in May, 1981 and resigned in October, 

1981. In November 1981, the church called Brother Johnny Young as pastor. In Febru-

ary of the next year, the church set aside David Kempe, Joe Hutchings, and Steve 

Wesner as deacons. A Children‘s Church was begun. Steve Jenkins was called as Music 

and Youth Director in October 1982. David Houston was set aside as a deacon in Feb-

ruary 1984. In February 1985, a group of members requested their names be removed 

from the Church Roll. They formed a church now known as Achille Community Baptist 

Church. During the next few months, Brother Redwine served as Interim of our 

church. 

The Achille First Baptist Church called Dwight Hawkins as pastor on the last Sunday 

in July, 1985. Brother Hawkins was ordained October 6, 1985. 

On June 1, 1986, a Homecoming was held with Brother Cecil McGehee serving as 

guest speaker. 

 Bryan Baptist Association Handbooks for the following years list the pastors who 

served at First Baptist, Achille: 

1986  Charles Williams 

1987-89                   John Smith 

1989-91 Leamon Bullard 

1991-92   Pete Crisp  

1992-93 Danny Mills 
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1993-94 No name given 

1994-99 Mark Gunnels   

1999-2000 Hal Brown 

2000-01 No name given 

2001-05 Bob McLean 

2006-07 No Pastor 

July 2007-present      Larry Metts 
 
 

† † † 

 

Albany Baptist Church 

     In July of 1975, our pastor, 

Brother Jack Greenwood, re-

signed. So we were on the 

search once again for a pastor. 

In the meantime, we participated 

in the World Missions Conference 

by  hos t ing Brother  Pat 

Hoaldridge, missionary to Israel. 

In February 1976, we called 

Brother Paul Hunt as our Interim 

Pastor. In September of that year, Bobby Hatcher resigned as our Music Director.  

In February of 1977, we helped fund the air conditioning at the BBA Falls Creek 

cabin. Brother Woodrow Clemens was called as our Music Director in September of this 

year. We called Brother Jack Williams as our pastor in March.  

In May of 1979, Brother Clemens resigned as our Music Director. In August, we 

had a dedication service to celebrate the completion of the remodeling project of our 

church‘s interior and exterior. We paneled the entire interior of the church and bricked 

the exterior. 

In 1981, we called Brother Jimmy Hatcher in February as our Music Director. 

Brother Williams resigned as our pastor in March. In May, we dedicated our baptistery. 

Prior to this time, we performed our baptisms at the Yuba Baptist Church. In June, we 

voted to install central heat and air conditioning!! In October, we officially set the sec-

ond Saturday night in October as our Harvest Supper each year. In November, Brother 

Hatcher resigned as our Music Director. We also hosted the Annual Associational Meet-

ing with around 80 in attendance. We served dinner. 

In 1982, we called Brother Dave Cone as our pastor in January. We ordained 
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Brother Cone on March 14. In April, we voted to carpet the entire church with the ex-

ception of the Fellowship Hall and the bathrooms. We also participated in the ―Fight 

Horse Racing and Liquor Question.‖ This year we decided to purchase new pews for 

the sanctuary in September. 

In October 1985, we hosted the Associational Youth Rally. There were 115 youth 

and 12 adults in attendance!! We also participated in the ―Fight Liquor by the Drink‖ 

campaign. 

In August 1986, Brother Cone resigned as our pastor. We called Brother Charlie 

Hargrave as our Interim Pastor.  

In January of 1987, a local Mexican Missionary began to use our Fellowship Hall for 

Bible Study and a dinner. In May, we began work on a new parsonage to be built on 

the south side of the church. A group called Campers on Mission was to come and help 

with the work. They were able to come May 2 through May 15 and then again June 13 

through June 19. Sadly, in July, Brother Hargrave was killed in a car wreck. We were 

once again without a pastor and an official Music Director. We were able to fill the pul-

pit with various visiting pastors. The music was led by various church members. 

In September of 1987, we called Brother Les Roberts as our pastor. Also in Sep-

tember, the parsonage was completed!!  

In August of 1988, we had a note burning and dedication service for the new par-

sonage. Several of the Campers on Mission group were able to attend as well as sev-

eral former pastors.  

In 1991, we began working on the outside recreation area. A pavilion and brick 

barbeque pit were begun in May. The pavilion was completed in July. The barbeque pit 

was finished in August and used for the very first time. We bought a new sound sys-

tem for the sanctuary in November. 

In January of 1992, Brother Roberts resigned as our pastor. We called Bobby and 

Patricia Hatcher in February as our music team. In March, we called Brother Joe Dee 

Ray as our Interim Pastor. We participated in a special offering for disaster relief in 

Louisiana and Florida. We called Brother Winston Smith in September as our pastor. 

Our Women On Mission group became active once again with the naming of Mary 

Smith (our pastor‘s wife) as the director.  

In February of 1993, the church ordained Brother Smith. We also had a special of-

fering to be used for printing Bibles to be sent to Russia that month. In March, we 

voted to have a special offering to help send our Music Director and his wife (Bobby 

and Patricia) to Russia with the Singing Churchmen of Oklahoma in April. In Novem-

ber, we voted to participate in the Baptist Student Union meal program. Our first ven-

ture consisted of helping the Bennington Church by providing cookies. In November, 
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our WMU hosted the Associational Women‘s Missionary Union World Day of Prayer. 

Forty-one were present representing eleven churches. 

In February of 1995, we voted to allow our pastor to participate in a series of reviv-

als in Indiana, which at the time was one of the least-churched states. In April, we 

participated in the ―Fight Against the Lottery‖ campaign. Then in the fall, we began 

preparing one meal during the fall semester with plans to prepare one during the 

spring semester for the Baptist Student Union. In July, our Music Director and wife 

(Bobby and Patricia) went to Brazil with the Singing Churchwomen of Oklahoma.  

In May of 1996, Brother Winston resigned as our pastor. In August, we called 

Brother David Whitlock as our Interim Pastor. In October, Brother Whitlock accepted a 

call to Silo. In October, we participated in the World Missions Conference by hosting a 

missionary in various members‘ homes. In December, we called Brother Elwin Griffith 

as our pastor. 

In 1997, we tried several new things!! We had Adult Vacation Bible School in April. 

In November, Kids on Mission started. Our pastor and his wife offered a Christmas Va-

cation Bible School during the Christmas break!! All were successful! We helped our 

Music Director and his wife go on a mission trip with the Singing Churchmen and 

Churchwomen in Idaho and Utah during the Southern Baptist Convention in Salt Lake 

City, Utah in December. Another church member went to Siberia in June and July with 

our blessing and financial help.  

In July of 1998, we bought new appliances for the Fellowship Hall. A new Wednes-

day afternoon program for children in grades 1-6 was started in September. It was 

called Children in Action (CiA). It was a mission-centered program. 

In March of 1999, we bought a new sound system for the sanctuary. In April, we 

purchased a felt board set that helps illustrate the majority of the Bible for use during 

the Children‘s Time on Sunday mornings. It was bought with the children in mind but 

the adults enjoy it as much if not more!! In April, we hosted a small group of 45 of the 

Singing Churchwomen of Oklahoma. We celebrated our 100th Anniversary July 18!!! 

Dr. J.M. Gaskin and Brother Les Roberts (both former pastors) spoke during the morn-

ing service. We then had a covered dish luncheon at noon. We have some of the best 

cooks in Bryan county!!! This was followed by a gospel concert at 2:00 by Brad 

Dansby. In September, we participated in the Great Okie Roundup by having a high 

attendance Sunday.  

In May of 2000, we wrote and adopted our Constitution. We received our Certifi-

cate of Incorporation in July. Bobby Hatcher resigned as our Music Director in August. 

In November, Don Staton was recommended as a deacon in training. We called Bill 

Neyman as our Music Director in December. 
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In July of 2001, Brother Griffith resigned as our pastor. We called Brother Joe Dee 

Ray as our Interim Pastor. We ordained Don Staton as a deacon in November.  

In March of 2002, we voted to participate in the ―On Mission Celebration‖ that 

would occur in December. In the meantime, we called Brother John Ogden in Novem-

ber as our pastor. We hosted Camille Simmons (BBA missionary from San Antonio), 

Daniel Rupp (BBA missionary from New Mexico), Bill Baer (BBA missionary from South 

America), and Janice Capps (BBA missionary from Central and Eastern Europe) in De-

cember as part of the ―On Mission Celebration.‖ 

In April of 2003, Bill Neyman resigned as our Music Director. We also added side-

walks around the north side and the front of the church this month. In September, 

Brother Ogden resigned as our pastor. We called Brother Joe Dee Ray as our Interim 

Pastor in October.  

In April of 2004, we called Brother Jackie Robinson as our pastor. We voted to par-

ticipate in the BBA Freedom Day celebration at Sunset Cove for the first time by mov-

ing our evening services to Sunset Cove that evening.  

In September of 2005, we had a special offering to help with the Hurricane Katrina 

disaster relief.  

In April of 2006, we voted to help with the upkeep of Sunset Cove with a monthly 

donation. We also voted to sponsor the Red River Valley Cowboy Church in our com-

munity. The expansion of our Fellowship Hall was completed in June and dedicated 

with a covered dish luncheon. Again, we have some of the best cooks in Bryan 

county!!! In July, we voted to license Brother George Toma, Pastor of the RRV Cowboy 

Church, to preach and signed his license. 

In 2007, we voted in April to purchase a brick to be used at Falls Creek in the 

building of the Tabernacle Plaza. We purchased ten new tables and sixty chairs for the 

Fellowship Hall in July.  

In August of 2009, we put a new metal roof on the parsonage. In October, we 

voted to participate in ―Operation Christmas Child.‖ The Red River Valley Cowboy 

Church joined us in preparing and serving lunch twice a year to the Baptist Collegiate 

Ministries in November. 

In May of 2010, Yuba Baptist Church donated a van to our church. We ―christened‖ 

it in June by running a van route to Bennington to pick up children for Vacation Bible 

School. 

We are a mission-minded church. We have always had Vacation Bible School in the 

summer. We have participated in many special offerings for local and foreign mission 

trips. While our CiA group was active, they sent Thanksgiving baskets to local shut-ins 

in our community, sent 32 lbs. of supplies to the Seafarers Ministry in New Orleans, 
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took soup to local homebound couples, sent 5 lbs. of bandages to the Kigoma Baptist 

Hospital in Kigoma, Tanzania, made Lottie Moon banks for our congregation, and sent 

school supplies to a missionary in Alaska. We always contribute to the Cooperative 

Program. We hope to continue this trend for many more years. 

Compiled by Janet Boston 

Albany Baptist Church 

 

 

† † † 

 

Red River Valley Cowboy Church, Albany 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red River Valley Cowboy Church held its first service on June 18, 2006. We have 

slowly but steadily grown over the years and are affiliated with Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion, Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma, as well as the Oklahoma Fellowship of 

Cowboy Churches. We meet every Sunday at 10 a.m. for fellowship and refreshments, 

have our service at around 10:30, and always stay and eat lunch together afterward. 

We also meet every Wednesday evening at 7:30 for Bible Study. We eat dinner to-

gether and have roping practice or some other activity in the arena.  

The Vision of our Cowboy Church is to ―Lead, guide, and direct individuals toward a 

life with Jesus through the teachings of God‘s Word by cowboy activities and fellow-

shipping.‖ To accomplish this vision our goal is to ―Gather folks, brand them with the 

Lord‘s Word, and then show them the right trail so that they too will become cowboys 

for Jesus.‖ Events, activities, and gatherings are some of the different ways we invite 

folks in to show them how Cowboys Celebrate Christ. 

Pastor from the beginning has been George Toma. 
 

 

† † † 
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First Baptist Church, Armstrong  

PASTORS: 

Dan Bowers 4-9-72 to 8-15-76 

     31 baptisms, new church  

     auditorium was completed 10-14-73. 

John Branch 12-12-76 to 8-21-77 

     12 additions, note on church 

     building paid off and note burning 

      took place 7-31-77. 

J W Pippin   2-5-78 to 8-80 

 New organ was purchased; the Fellowship Hall was enlarged and renovated. There 

were 23 baptisms, 17 other additions for a total of 40 additions. 

C P Floyd   7-12-81 to 5-25-86 

 There were 47 baptisms, 49 others added for a total of 86. The first deacon was 

added. 

Ronnie Harris   9-22-86 to 8-5-91 

 Children‘s Church was started and the parking lot paved. There were 31 baptisms, 

29 others added for a total of 60 additions. 

Michael Calhoun  12-8-91 to 12-3-95 

 Church purchased the land across the street from the church and a church van. 

There were 41 baptisms, 63 other additions for a total of 104 additions. 

Dane Hill   4-22-96 to 12-14-97 

 There were 57 baptisms, 56 others, for a total of 116 additions. The construction 

of the new Fellowship Hall was begun. 

Russell Fincher  5-3-98 to 5-26-2002 

 The new Fellowship Hall was completed. The old Fellowship Hall was converted into 

a nursery and pre-school classrooms. There were 53 baptisms, 35 others, for a to-

tal of 88 additions. 

Jody Shires   6-22-2003 to 1-5-2005 

 There were 14 additions, 8 baptisms and 6 others. 

Monty Wood   12-18-2005 to present 

 There have been 39 baptisms, 24 other additions, for a total of 63 additions. 
 

INTERIM PASTORS: 

John Wood 8-29-76 to 12-8-76 

John Heath 9-7-77 to 1-31-78 and 9-80 to 7-18-81 

Greg Idell 6-86 to 9-15-86 
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Carrell Hooper 1-10-91 to 12-7-91 

Norman Ford 9-8-2002 to 6-2003 and 3-27-2005 to 12-13-2005 
 

YOUTH DIRECTORS: 

Robert Self 1991 to 7-31-92 

Bill Mullen 5-16-93 to 7-7-94 

Tom Atkinson 9-25-94 to 1999 

Brian Sterbenz 6-20-99 to 2003 

Gary Robbins 12-14-03 to 6-08-2005 

Jarrod Wright 11-2005 to 1-2008 

Gabe Morse 1-16-2008 to 5-2008 

Jeremy Robbins 9-13-2008 to present 
 

DEACONS: 

John Hall  8-5-81 

John Dow 

W A Bourne 2-27-83 ordained 

Huel Brumley 3-07-93 ordained 

Gene Jackson  3-07-93 ordained 

Leo Rains 3-06-96 

Randy Draper Ordained 

Jimmy Loper 10-03-99 ordained 

Todd Sisk 10-03-99, terminated 6-2003 

Doug Bowen 9-09-98 
 

ORDINATION of MINISTERS: 

John Branch  1-16-77 

Jody Shires  9-14-2003 

Jarrod Wright 1-06-2008 
 

CHURCH CLERKS: 

Dee Newman 1980-1981 

Juanita White Jackson  1982-1986 

Wanda Hall 1987-1988 

Gayla Scott 1989 

Remona Bourne 1990 

Wanda Hall 1991-1994 

Leah Campo 1994-1995 

Wanda Hall     1995-1997 
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Leah Campo 1997-1998 

Angela Allen  1998-2000 

Remona Bourne 2000 to present 
 

TREASURERS: 

Ed Goss 1980-1992 

John Hall 1992-1998 

Susy Haworth 1994-1996 

Jane Loper 1997-2001 

Evelyn Goss 2001 to present 
 

EVENTS: 

Betty and Joe Colclazier donated the steeple to the church in memory of their son, 

Roger Burns, on September 6, 1978. 

On November 5, 1980, the church voted to start hiring only full time pastors. 

Gene Jackson was called 2-13-80 to become the Music Minister and remains in this 

position until present. 

June 5, 1985, the church fixed meals for the workers who were building on the 

Grace Indian Baptist Church. 

February 14, 1999, the church donated $10,000 in disaster relief for the country of 

Columbia. 

October 2001, the church celebrated the 50th anniversary. 

February 9, 2005 $1,000 was donated for the Tsunami relief. 

September 4, 2005 donated $5000 to the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma 

for disaster relief after the hurricanes on the Gulf Coast. 

Remona Bourne and W A Bourne went to Russia in 1996 with Bryan Baptist Asso-

ciation and International Crusades as missionaries. 

Russell Fincher and Krista Fincher went to the Philippines as missionaries. 

The WMU sends Samaritan boxes each year. 

The church participates in the Annie Armstrong, Edna McMillan, and Lottie Moon 

Mission Offerings. 

Church prepares Wednesday lunches for the Baptist Collegiate Ministries each quar-

ter.  

 

† † † 
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First Baptist Church, Bennington 

Pastors: 

Heath & Kathy Murrah     8/5/2007  - present 

Neil & Vicky O‘Donnell  6/27/04  - 8/13/06 

Jerry & Paula Riddle     - 11/13/02 

Steve & Lori Alexander    5/9/93  - 

Darel Bunch                      5/1987  - 12/1992 

Tony & Nancy Romans    8/17/83  - 9/16/85 

David & Donna McFadden             - 6/13/83 
  

Under Brother Jerry Riddle‘s leadership we decided to build a new Fellowship Hall. 

We tore down the old hall and started preparing to build the new hall. The foundation 

was poured before he left the church and without leadership, it lay there for 2 years. 

Brother Neil led the church in obtaining money to continue the building. Prior to his 

leaving, the shell, air conditioning, and floor treatment was done. Brother Murrah led 

in completion of the Fellowship Hall this year, 2010. We had our dedication and have 

had several events since that time. During this time we did several fundraisers to at-

tain funds to complete this building.  

 During the last 3 years we have started new ministries that have been successful. 

 We now have a program called Higher Grounds Ministry that reaches out to those 

in the community who have situations that have caused, or are causing them prob-

lems. It may be alcohol, drugs, family issues, weight, anger management, or any other 

problem. They are being ministered to with Love and the Teachings of Christ. Our pro-

gram starts with a meal provided by the church, then Praise & Worship music, then a 

group meeting, which then breaks down into a men's class and a women's class. Our 

meetings are held Tuesday of each week. This has been a great program for many in 

our community.  

 We have also recently started a Senior Transportation Ministry. There are many 
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elderly members of our church who have served this church or others faithfully over 

their lifetimes. Now it is time for the church body to give back to them in whatever 

way we can. Many cannot, do not, or should not drive at this time of their lives. This 

Ministry offers rides to these members. It gives them opportunities to get out and fel-

lowship with others from the church. At this time we go out every other Tuesday but 

as this ministry grows we hope to be needed weekly. We also offer rides at off times 

to those who cannot get to needed appointments. We will go to Doctor appointments, 

drop off people to visit loved ones in the Nursing Homes, and do errands or whatever 

our Senior Citizens might need. We always have lunch together while out and no one 

is allowed to stay home because of needed funds for lunch. The Ladies Group of the 

church has generously given funds to cover any who might not have the necessary 

monies. 

Our Men's Ministry has an Adopt a Widow program. Each member has a widow or 

spinster under his care. They help that particular person in whatever way may be 

needed. One woman had a water well that needed to be replaced, another needs help 

with lawn maintenance, others have different needs, and the men of the church at-

tempt to do what they can to help. This gives these ladies a peace and comfort know-

ing they can call on the men for help when needed. 

Mrs. Francis Jones had shared with me that she and others had gone on a mission 

trip to Russia. I don't know any of the details but do know that the people they were 

ministering to sent a beautiful crystal vase back as a gift to our church.  

Darel Bunch shared with me that during his time in Bennington they completed the 

current church and pastor‘s office. They also took two mission trips to Romania while 

he was there. Charles & Peggy Williams went along and there were around 300 profes-

sions of faith. There is a mirror that hangs in the front of our church and it was a gift 

from the Romanian people. Brother Darel said it had to be dismantled and the glass 

left behind and purchased new upon arriving home. They then rebuilt the mirror and it 

has hung in the church since. He said they made a second trip and were privileged to 

do the dedication sermon the first Sunday as they had a lot to do with the planting of 

the church. 

submitted by Brenda Harp 

 

† † † 
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Blue Baptist Church 

Blue Baptist Church was mentioned in the first edition of CO-OPERATING 

CHURCHES UNDER GOD as one of seven churches who joined the Bethel Baptist Asso-

ciation between 1897 and 1906. You can read the early history there.  

In 1976, when Charles Williams, was pastor the church voted to present a Bible to 

each person professing Jesus as Savior and who is baptized. In 1982, Jerry McWilliams 

painted the beautiful scene back of the baptistery. During Brother Charles‘ ministry the 

young people were encouraged to take part in the work of the church. One way to en-

courage them to continue their education was the granting of a scholarship to those 

who enrolled in college. Maurice Rice and Valerie McWilliams Aplin were the first recipi-

ents of the scholarships. November 20, 1983, Brother Charles resigned after twelve 

years of faithful service to God, preaching the Word and in soul winning among the 

people of the Blue community. The records show 141 people either accepted Christ 

and were baptized or joined the church by letter or statement during his tenure.  

After a short tenure by Brother John Heath as Interim Pastor, the church called 

Brother Cecil McGehee as pastor. Brother Cecil and wife Hazel came May 13, 1984. In 

the fall of 1984, Mark McGehee was the evangelist for a revival. The deacons, along 

with the encouragement from Brother Cecil recommended to the church to license 

Vernon Jones, Youth Director, to the ministry. This was adopted October 15, 1989. 

     On December 16, 1990 after the res-

ignation of Brother Cecil, Greg Idell be-

came the Interim Pastor. On March 16, 

1991 Jeff Thompson and his wife Susan 

came as the new pastor. Jeff and Susie 

were appointed by the International Mis-

sion Board, September 7, 1997 to serve 
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in the Philippines. Jeff will teach at the Baptist Seminary in Davao City. Brother John 

Heath came as Interim again. Steve Hooper was called and began his ministry at Blue 

Baptist Church on October 11, 1992. A Brush Arbor Meeting was held June 20 – 24, 

1993 with Randy Childers as evangelist and Joe Williams as music evangelist. Ray 

Early, Youth Director, was ordained to the ministry on January 22, 1995. February 12, 

1995 was Steve Hooper‘s last day of service. Dr. J. M. Gaskin became Interim on Feb-

ruary 26, 1995. 

Randy Lewis became pastor of the church October 1, 1995. A tremendous help to 

his pastorate was the Children‘s Program on Wednesday nights under the direction of 

Winona Boatner and Bonnita Hart. The Sunday morning Children‘s Church during the 

worship hour, directed by Frances Lewis, was a success for the church. Another help 

was when the church extended a call to Song Shin to come as Youth Director. How-

ever, his ministry was short: September 15-December 1996. 

     The church had a groundbreak-

ing in January 2004. A note burning for 

the Fellowship Hall was November 21, 

2004. The church approved Phase One 

of construction of the new sanctuary 

June 12, 2005. 

The Decommissioning of the old 

building and dedication of the new 

sanctuary were on October 8, 2006. 

Randy and Frances Lewis‘ last Sun-

day at Blue was 7/29/2007. 

August 5, 2007 Brother Tony Fields was called as the Interim Pastor, along with 

Shelly, his wife. November 4, 2007, Brother Tony Fields was called as full time pastor 

and is the current pastor. 

     A note burning for the Sanctuary was April 25, 2010. 

Also, a parking lot has been built. The church is note free at 

the present time. 
  

† † † 
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Faith Baptist Church, Bokchito 

Faith Baptist Church met for the first time on July 25,1984 in L. H. & Cora Hollo-

way‘s front yard. The name was chosen and Darius Emerson was called to be the pas-

tor. This was also the meeting place for the first Sunday worship service. On August 5, 

the church met at the carport at Gene & Lavora Parker‘s. There were Sunday School 

Classes in the kitchen, living room, carport, patio, and under a tree.  

On September 2, 1984, the church voted to purchase a tract of land north of Bok-

chito from J. E. Davis. The final papers were signed on October 29, 1984. On Septem-

ber 17, 1984, ten men signed a note to purchase the building in back of the Church of 

Christ, called the "green room" (so named because of the green wallpaper). We had 

land and a building but we had to get them together. 

When the Parkers‘ son moved from his home just down the hill, it became the third 

meeting place (August 5). It was crowded, and there was no parking, so when the 

rains came in October, the search for a new meeting place began. The last Sunday the 

church met there, the men had to push most of the cars out of the mud. The Bokchito 

Community Building had just been finished and on October 21, 1984 that became the 

fourth meeting place. There was plenty of space, but no way to heat the entire build-

ing, so once again, we were crowded together in a small space, wearing jeans, boots, 

coats, gloves and using electric heaters and quilts trying to keep warm. Ever try to 

turn the pages of your Bible with gloves on? It was time for move number five. John 

Frank offered to let the church use the vacant building beside the First State Bank, 

Bokchito. The roof leaked, and we had to use buckets to catch the water when it 

rained, but it was warm and there was enough elbowroom for everyone.  

On the first Saturday in March, 1985, J. D. Campbell hooked his truck to "the green 

room" and with the help of Leonard & Jeff Campbell, Junior Dill, Rick Laymon, Gene 

Parker, Darius Emerson, Robert & Billy Wingo, Raymond Jessie, Frank Birdsong, Don 

Davis, and Clint Dill brought the building safely to its new home. On March 24, 1985, 

we met for the first time in a place we could call our own. We had a second-hand 

building, second-hand pews, second-hand songbooks (donated by Reynolds Chapel), 
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but no congregation has ever been as ex-

cited as we were that first Sunday. There 

were 47 in Sunday School, 62 in worship 

service. Leonard Campbell, the oldest 

member, led the first song, "When the Roll is Called up Yonder." However, there were 

no Sunday School rooms. J. L. & Vanessa Parker donated their mobile home. The only 

problem–it was in Kansas. Once again J. D. Campbell hooked up his truck and drove to 

Kansas to bring it back. On November 10, 1985, we voted to add to the front of the 

building for a bathroom, foyer, and classroom but it was obvious it would not meet the 

growth needs. The Director of Missions, Sam Vinall, told us about a team of builders 

from Allen, Texas. Their labor was donated and the only expense would be to feed the 

workers for the week they were here. On July 12, 1986 the "Builders for Christ" from 

First Baptist Church, Allen, Texas arrived. 

They, along with many church members, be-

gan building the sanctuary on July 14, 1986. 

How exciting to see, every day, the work 

done. By the time they left, the church had 

walls, roof, shingles, siding, electrical wiring, air conditioning ducts, and sheet rock.  

September 7, 1986 was the first Sunday in the new auditorium. Dedication day was 

October 26, 1986. Many of the people from Allen, Texas came. Sam Vinall was guest 

speaker. Dinner was followed with special music, the dedication service and then more 

special music. 

Many of the men of the church helped in transforming the old sanctuary into Sun-

day School classrooms and on December 14, 1986, all Sunday School Classes met in 

the same building. No more going to the trailer. On December 28, 1986 the church 

voted to sell the mobile home and apply the money to the building loan. 

May 10, 1986, the church voted to buy two metal buildings from South Del Baptist 

Church in Oklahoma City to be used for Sunday School rooms. J. D. Campbell once 

again brought the buildings back. In bad weather, it was difficult to get to the build-

ings without getting wet and muddy, so in July, concrete was poured for a sidewalk 

and in October an awning was built. 

In the fall of 1986, Banty Baptist Church disbanded. They donated a piano, cook 

stove, and air conditioner to our church. The donations were greatly appreciated. 

On November 8, 1987 we voted to build a Fellowship Hall on the east side of the 

sanctuary. The footing was poured on November 14, 1987 and building was dedicated 

March 6, 1988.  

On April 16, 1989, the church voted to add 36 feet to the front of the church for 

117 



 

 

the addition of one classroom, pastor‘s study, and enlarge the sanctuary. Many mem-

bers did the work and donated the materials to finish this project. Dedication Day was 

October 15, 1989. Former pastor Darius Emerson and Sam Vinall, Director of Missions, 

were the guest speakers. 

June 10, 1990. Church voted to add Sunday School rooms to west side of the build-

ing. Added 7 classrooms, nursery, and 2 bathrooms. No definite date was available as 

to when it was completed, but it was probably in October of 1990.  

March 8, 1992. After discussion on buying, renting, or building a house for a par-

sonage, the church voted to build a parsonage. Bob Cloyde was called as pastor on 

May 10, 1992. Although the outside of the parsonage was not finished, the Cloydes 

were able to move in on June 2, 1992.  

August 14, 1994. Church celebrated 10th Anniversary. Dr. John Riggs, Director of 

Missions, was guest speaker; also we had special music and dinner on the grounds. 

February 9, 1997. Church voted to enlarge the sanctuary by taking out the rooms 

that were added to the front of the building in 1989. There was no record of when the 

work was completed.  

November 19, 2000. Church voted to build a storage building; finished in July 2001. 

In 2007, Faith, First Baptist of Bokchito, and Reynolds Chapel, began a Community 

Vacation Bible School. Each church hosts the VBS one year.  
 

Pastors serving the church were as follows: 

 Darius Emerson: July 1984 - May 1986 

 Phillip Rowland: Served as Interim July 1986, to October 1986 

  Served as pastor October 1986- December 1991 

 Jim Parrish: Served as Interim February 1992 - May 1992 

 Bob Cloyde: May 1992 - December 1994  

 Kent Wooster: July 1995 - September 1997 

 Dane Hill: December 1997 - June 2000 

 James Anderson: January 2001 - August 2001 

 Rick Fennell: Served as Interim from December 2001 to January 2002  

  Fulltime: January 2001 - May 2004  

 Joe Dee Ray: Served as Interim July 2004 - February 2005 

 Stephen Clark: February 2005 - November 2005 

 Royce Couch: Served as Interim March 2006 - October 2006 

 Scott Melton: October 2006 - Present  

Other staff members serving the church were: 

 Frankie Holmes: Music Minister, March 1990 - January 1991 

 Jeff Self: Music/Youth Minister, February 1998 - June 2000 
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 Ernie & Debbie Edwards: Youth Ministers, April 2001 - June 2001 

 Jeremy & Veronica Marr: Music/Youth Ministers, February 2002 - May 2002 

 Jeremy Taylor: Youth Minister, January 2003 -November 2004 

 Brad Willis: Youth Minister, July 2006 - October 2008 

 Rusty Moles: Music Minister, October 2007 - August 2008 

 Kevin Rogers: Youth Minister March, 2009 - July 2010  
 

† † † 

First Baptist Church, Bokchito 

Pastors 

Hershel Reed  09/1970  – 01/1972 

Loyd Stout  03/1972  – 11/1974 

Bob Gibson 08/1975  – 1979 

Bill Dawson 01/1983  – 08/1983 

Darius Emerson 01/1984  – 01/1987 

Joe Sapp 12/1984  – 01/1987 

Harry Boydstun, Jr. 01/1988 – 01/1990 

Steve Hooper 11/1991  – 10/1992 

Fred Ward 05/1993  – 06/1997 

Gerald Kelly  01/1999 – 12/2000 

Brandon Burris 2001  – 2003 

Preston Burns 12/2003  – present 
 

† † † 
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Brown Baptist Church 

     Brown Baptist Church is lo-

cated 12 miles NW of Durant, 

OK on Highway 78. The church 

was organized around 1907. The 

church first had meetings in the 

Star School House, which was ¼ 

mile south and ¼ mile west of 

the present location. It was 

known as Lone Star Baptist 

Church. 

     In 1913, J.W. Brown gave an 

acre of land, which was 1½ 

miles south of the present location. A building was built and the name was changed to 

Brown Missionary Church. 

In 1933, the church voted with a unanimous vote, to move the church building to 

its present location on Highway 78. Mrs. Ida Atwood gave the land. F.B. Rickerson was 

pastor when the church was moved. On January 14, 1934, by action of the church, the 

acre of land that the church had moved from was deeded back to J.W. Brown. 

In July 1948, the church voted to build a parsonage. It was constructed of concrete 

blocks. 

On July 13, 1951 the church voted to take an offering to start a building fund for a 

new church building on Homecoming Day, the first Sunday in October 1951. 

On July 30, 1952 the church voted that the location be decided and the new audi-

torium be started immediately. Reverend Paul Boone was pastor and did much of the 

work. Only half of the old building, the south wing was torn down. The half that was 

left, going east and west, was used for Sunday School rooms. 

On January 1, 1956 plans were discussed to build new Sunday School rooms. 

On February 12, 1956 a motion was approved to tear down the remainder of the 

old building and start the new rooms. Reverend W N Denton was pastor at this time 

and during his pastorate the church voted to join the Southern Baptist Convention and 

change the name to Brown Baptist Church. 

In 1963 the first water well was dug north of the parsonage. Before that a large 

water tank was on the east side of the parsonage to catch rainwater. The first well 

was so sandy and bad with sulfur that another well was dug later. Rural water became 

available in 1978. 
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In July 1971 the first refrigerated air conditioners were installed in just the audito-

rium.  

In July 1973 the first carpet was installed in the auditorium. 

In 2007 the church interior was completely renovated with new carpet throughout. 

Outside, much landscaping was done including a waterway and installation of Bermuda 

sod. Brother Dale Ballard was pastor. 

On October 7, 2007 a Homecoming Celebration marked the 100-year anniversary. 

Some descendants of the original charter members attend Brown Baptist Church to-

day. 

Terry Whisenhunt is and has been serving Brown Baptist Church as Minister of Mu-

sic for 43 years. 

List of Pastors from 1976 – 2010: 

February 1975 – June 1976  Brother Loyd Stout 

September 1976 – August 1980 Brother Howard Stanley 

September 1980 – April 1981 Brother L.M. Norwood, Supply Pastor 

May 1981 – October 1982 Brother Robert Seale 

November 1982 – September 1984 Reverend Pete Crisp 

October 1984 – August 1986 Reverend Jim Gentry 

October 1986 – July 1987  Reverend Tom Caldwell 

December 1987 – May 1988  Brother Charles Williams, Interim Pastor 

June 1988 – Dec 1989 Brother Kevin Kemper 

January 1990 – August 1991 Brother Johnny Young 

October 1991 – January 1993 Reverend Boyd R. Townsend 

February 1993 – July 1997  Reverend Leonard J. Pearce 

August 1997 – September 2000  Brother Emmett Boydstun 

January 2001 – September 2001 Reverend Leonard J. Pearce 

February 2002 – June 2004  Brother Olan Bullard 

October 2004 – April 2005 Brother Von Weaver, Supply Pastor 

We had Supply Preachers until 2006 

March 2006 – March 2009 Brother Dale Ballard 

May 2009 – March 2010 Brother Joe Dee Ray, Interim Pastor 

 

† † † 
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Bushnell Baptist Church 

Pastors 

 Jim Crow 1976 

 Mervin Redwine 1976-1977 

 Ben Murray 1977-1986 

 Dr. Gaskins 1987 (Interim Pastor) 

 Darryl Craft 1987-1988 

 James Donald Harms 1988-1989 

 Brother Redwine 1989-1990 

 Tom Caldwell 1990 (Interim Pastor)  

 Kim McGehee 1991-present (Interim, later Pastor)  

 

Bushnell Baptist Church was founded in 1899, organized in 1918. The church is lo-

cated four and one-fourth miles SE of Durant on the Roberta Road. 

In 1983 the church participated in the County Crusade. It is a church filled with 

love and a deep concern for fellow Christians and for the community.   

The church strongly supports in giving to missions and to those in need.  

 

† † † 
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Blue River Fellowship, Caddo 

Blue River Fellowship, Inc., Southern Baptist Convention affiliated, was incorpo-

rated on December 5, 2006 and began to hold worship services at the Caddo Sale 

Barn with approximately 70 people attending. Jim Baker was the pastor at that time. 

In 2007, Blue River Fellowship baptized four individuals in the sale arena at Caddo 

Sale Barn. The first one was on Easter Sunday, April 8, 2007. A plastic cattle water 

trough was purchased for the event and was filled the night before from the hot water 

heater. After setting overnight on the concrete slab on the arena floor with overnight 

temps being slightly above freezing, the water was slightly ―cool‖ by service time on 

Sunday morning. When the water was checked that morning, the gentleman being 

baptized was given the option to wait and do it another morning. Since he was already 

emotionally and spiritually ready, he elected to go ahead and be baptized that day. 

When he came up out of the water, he was almost blue and was shaking all over. He 

strongly recommended that next time we baptized, not to rely solely on the hot water 

heater or to wait and do it during the summer when temperatures were more suited to 

the event. 

His advice was well taken and on September 16, 2007, Charter Signing Day, we 

baptized three of our youth. Again the water trough was filled the night before, but we 

also heated water the next morning and poured into the trough. Those young adults 

were most appreciative for the heated water. After they were baptized, the Church 

Charter was signed by 47 people who became the original Charter Members of Blue 

River Fellowship. 

In April of 2008, BRF purchased 17 acres four miles east of Caddo on Highway 22. 

A Pavilion was constructed on the property in October 2008 and the first Revival Ser-

vices were held immediately after completion of the Pavilion. 

On June 18, 2008, Jim Baker resigned to pursue other opportunities. Brother Ter-
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rell Suggs helped us out tremendously by filling in as Interim when possible. He also 

helped us get organized with our Bylaws and to start the process of searching for a 

new pastor. 

On December 1, 2008, Brother Mack Chambers was called as our Interim Pastor. 

He has provided much needed guidance in further organizing BRF and giving direction 

to start a building program. 

On August 23, 2009, Blue River Fellowship celebrated the Ground Breaking for the 

future home of the sanctuary. Dirt work was completed and the pad for the new build-

ing was constructed. 

On November 1, 2009, after almost three years of meeting at the Caddo Sale Barn, 

the decision was made to enclose the Pavilion. This process moved us to our new loca-

tion allowing the community to actually see our presence as we moved forward.  

On Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010, after five months of construction work on the Pa-

vilion, the first Sunday morning service was held in the new building on the church 

property. An early service was held outside the building and breakfast was served to 

those in attendance before Sunday School started. At that time, attendance was aver-

aging about 20. After four months in the new facility, attendance now averages about 

50 to 60 during Sunday morning services. 

August 30, 2010 

 

† † † 

 

First Baptist Church, Caddo 

The First Baptist 

Church, Caddo, was 

formed June 22, 1875 

with one thought, ―To 

seek and to save that 

which is lost.‖ 

Bud Jenkins be-

came pastor of the 

church in Oct. 1965 

and remained there until Oct. 31, 1995. 

The church had a Bicentennial Service July 4, 1976, entitled ―If My People‖ (2nd 

Chronicles 7:14). Among the patriotic songs performed, one was written by Jeanne 

Jenkins, ―If My People.‖ 
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Some highlights on Mother‘s Day Services were:       

 1976 Oldest Mother—Beatrice Wingfield 

          Youngest Mother—Keta Sherrer Proctor 

 1977 Oldest Mother—Bonnie Ballew 

         Youngest Mother—Vangie Wingfield 

 1978 Oldest Mother—Bonnie Ballew 

         Youngest Mother—Karen Hankey Angotti  

 1979 Oldest Mother—Bonnie Ballew 

          Youngest Mother—Vangie Wingfield 

 1981, 1984, 1985 Oldest Mother—Bonnie Ballew 

 1986 Oldest Mother—Mrs. Lahman 

         Youngest Mother—Robin Hadley 

 1990 Oldest Mother—Eula Mae Reeves 

         Youngest Mother—Raylene Hodge Crow 

 1992 Oldest Mother—Eula Mae Reeves  

         Youngest Mother—Misty Hall Murphy 

Some of the oldest members were: Mrs. Agnes Council, born 11-02-1881; Leona 

Boydston Yeats born 08-27-1898; Mrs. McGinnis who was 97 in 1992. 

Important Dates: 

 April 14, 1979 First Passion Play 

 April 6, 1980 Celebrated Passover in costume on Easter Sunday 

Deacons: No year noted 

Louis Jordan—Grady Boydston—Otis Lawson—James Adams—Clarence Self—

Red Love—Ruel Choate (died Sept. 9,1981)—Richard McIntire—Michael Wing-

field—Anthony Williams—Sam (A. G.) Steele—Travis Hull—Sandy Kelso—Tommy 

Jones—Raymond Fox 

 Pastors: 

Bro. Jones—Bro. George Griffin—Bro. Broach (Interim)—Bro. Bud Jenkins—Bro. 

Garnet Cole (Interim)—Greg Idell (Interim)—Bro. Les Roberts—Bro. Jim Baker—

Bro.Von Weaver (Interim)—Bro.Charles Loyd 
 

According to Church Historian, Erma L. Taylor:  

―Perhaps the Church reached her highest plateau of missions in the 80‘s through 

the leadership of pastor, Bro. Jenkins. Beginning in 1981, the church participated in 

‗Partnership Church Planting Missions‘ in cooperation with Home Missions, Foreign Mis-

sions Board, Baptist General Conventions of Oklahoma and Texas, Philippine Baptist 

Mission and Korean Baptist Mission. RESULT: over 500 professions of faith have been 

recorded and 21 churches planted in the Philippines; 5 Masterlife groups started that 
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have expanded to more than 20 other groups in the Philippines; in Korea 18 profes-

sions of faith, 1 church planted, 52 pastors and wives trained in Masterlife Seminars; 

one church planted at Copano Cove, Aransas Pass, Texas; 1 church planted in Bryan 

County Oklahoma, Streetman Road.‖ 

In 1987, FBC of Caddo began Streetman Road Baptist Church as a mission. Eric 

Dennis became co-pastor in September, 1987. The church was dedicated and consti-

tuted a ―church‖ on December 4, 1988. 

Erma L. Taylor continued, ―Due to the illness and death of Pastor Jenkins‘ wife, 

Jeanne, in 1990, no mission activity occurred. But in August of 1991, Bro. Bud was on 

mission again.‖ He traveled to Australia and in November 1991 the church held a 

church-planting Crusade in Ciudad Del Carmen in southern Mexico. 

The FBC of Caddo considers as their missions (our Jerusalem) the Senior Citizen 

Housing Retirement Ranch; Bryan County mission (our Judea) Streetman Road Baptist 

Church; (our Samaria) Gopano Baptist Church in Texas; and (the uttermost part) work 

done in the Philippines and Korean Missions  

For 15 years Lewis Everett served as Minister of Music for the church. He was also 

Assistant Pastor. 

In February1994, the church called Glo Salazar from the Philippines to be Commu-

nity Service Director. She assumed the responsibility in April of that year. 

In July 1994, Greg Idell and Bro. Jenkins accompanied BSU Students on a mission 

to the Southern Baptist College in the Philippines. 

The Church called Jeff Self as Music/Youth Director, September 1, 1994. 

Bro. Bud Jenkins married Jean (Pena) Hunnicutt, January 7, 1995. He retired Octo-

ber 31, 1995 after completing 30 years of service to the Church. 

Debbie Adair serves as Secretary. She and Mary Turner are the Pianists. Reba 

Schafer is the custodian. 

Several parsonages have been owned by the church over the years. The current 

one was designed by Jess Walla and built on property donated by Jess and his wife, 

Laura Jo. Many volunteers helped complete the project, which was dedicated October 

8, 1997. The parsonage has come to be known as ―The Glory House.‖ 

Currently, the pastor is Charles Loyd. Youth Pastor is Tommy Green. Serving as 

deacons are Mike Wingfield, Richard McIntire, Rick Whorton, and Hop Phillips. 

Bro. Les Roberts was called in July 28, 1996 and according to church records is the 

35th minister to pastor our church. He and his wife Deborah and their three children 

not only serve the church but are active members of the community, and support ac-

tivities of the local school. Jim Baker came in 2004 and stayed until 2006. Shortly after 

he left Charles Loyd came first as interim then as pastor. He is the current pastor. 

† † † 
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First Baptist Church, Calera 

The First Baptist 

Church of Calera had 

its beginning in the 

hearts of a few Bap-

tists who had been 

worshipping with the 

other people of the 

community. They con-

tinued to meet to-

gether until about the 

year 1884 in what was 

called the Community Building, which blew away that year. They then met with the 

Methodist Church until about 1890. 

A new schoolhouse was built in 1890 and the Baptist people bought the old school-

house for a place to worship. The Church was then organized and the first pastor was 

Rev. I. T. Underwood who was also school superintendent at that time. He had been 

pastor of a church in Dallas, Texas before coming to Calera. The church in Dallas had 

just built a new church building, so they gave Calera their old pews, pulpit stand, and 

organ. This was the first equipment the church owned. Rev. Underwood continued to 

pastor the church until 1906. 

After Brother Underwood, Rev. J. C. Ravel was called. He served until 1909 and 

was followed by Rev. Rozell who served until 1911. Rev. Rozell was succeeded by Rev. 

Carter who remained with us until 1918. While Rev. Carter was pastor, the old prop-

erty was sold and a new church was built on a lot three blocks south of the building.  

Rev. McGraw followed and remained until 1922. Rev. J. H. Boyett then became 

pastor and served five years or until 1927, when Rev. Paul Cullum was called and 

served until 1928. Then Rev. Hooker became pastor. He was followed by Rev. Nolan 

who became pastor in 1930 and served until 1933 when Rev. G. I. Hodges was called 

and served until 1946. Rev. Carl Stringer was then called, but remained only a short 

time before he was called to a church in West Texas. It was at this time that the 

church began looking for a new pastor to lead them in a new building program.  

The old church was sold and Rev. Floyd Amos became our pastor. It was under his 

leadership that a new church was built on the lot where the present structure stands. 

Rev. Amos left us to become Superintendent of Missions in 1950 and the church called 

Rev. W F Haynie who stayed only a short time. Rev. Earl Barr was called in 1951 and 

remained until 1953 when the church called Rev. Paul Wheelus. When Rev. Wheelus 
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was called to a church in OK City in 1956, Rev. Loftis Nunley became pastor. Rev. 

Nunley served as our pastor until 1959. Rev. W B Milligan became pastor and served 

until 1961. Rev. John Morton was then called, and served until 1964. Rev. Morton was 

called to a mission church in North Dakota and we were without a pastor for several 

months or until April 1965. 

Rev. Eugene Morrison was called and became our pastor in 1965. A few months 

later the Church began exploring the possibility of providing better and larger facilities 

in order to better minister to the spiritual needs of the people in the community. Under 

the guidance and leadership of Rev. Morrison, ideas began to take shape. With the 

blessings of God, and with the help of the deacons, building-committee George Ander-

son, Roy Lee, and Elmer Vaden, and the church as a whole, we are able to see the re-

sults here today. Rev. Morrison resigned in 1985 after 20 years of service. Dr. J. R. 

Boydston was pastor for six months in the first part of 1986. In 1987 Rev. Rick Vermil-

lion became pastor and served till August 1988. In November 1988, Rev. Jacob Toews 

became the pastor and we look forward to great days ahead as the Holy Spirit leads 

us.  

During a Crusade in February 1989 we had a record-breaking attendance in Sunday 

School. Within a six-month period, we had a total of 77 additions and we continue to 

Praise God for this. Brother Jacob is still the pastor 22 years later.  

 

† † † 

 

Cartwright Baptist Church 

Pastors 

1970-1983 R.W. Salyer  

1983-1989 A.P. Crisp (Pete) 

1991-1995 Jack Green 
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1995-1997 John Woods (interim) 

1997-2010 Ray Earley 

 Youth Director 

Ryan Weaver 

Aaron Cole 

J. T. Taylor 

Ryan Langford 

Brad Willis 

In 1987 First Baptist Church in Cartwright, Oklahoma purchased 2 acres on Willafa 

Woods Road. In 1989 a slab was poured. In 1991 a 36‘ x 52‘ ft. building was erected. 

In 1997 another 56 ft was added to the already existing building. A steeple was placed 

on the building in 1998. In 2000 another 2 acre adjoining the property was purchased. 

In 2003 a multi-purpose building was built. In 2005 an asphalt parking lot was laid. In 

2008 a children‘s playground was added.  

First Baptist Church is very supportive of doing mission work. Brother Ray Earley 

made 2 mission trips to Africa. A group went to Mexico 2 times and groups went to 

Peru two times. Kelly Copley went to Russia.  
  

 submitted by Becky Weems 
 

*** 

Hispanic Mission at Cartwright 

(see information provided under Primera Iglesia Bautista, Durant) 
 

† † † 
 

Cobb Baptist Church 

      Cobb Baptist Church has never been 

known for its high attendance or its big, 

beautiful building. Probably the smallest in 

Bryan Association, it is a ―little flock‖ (Luke 

12:32) that is known for its perseverance, its 

resolve and most of all, its love for our Heav-

enly Father and His children. If has never 

stored its treasures in this world, as evi-

denced by the old building the saints are still 

using to minister to the poor. Its mission has 
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always been to invest in people. 

Very seldom does a visitor enter the door that doesn‘t mention the loving, friendly 

Spirit at Cobb Church. That very same attraction is what caused this writer to join the 

saints at Cobb 25 years ago. 

The building now housing Cobb Baptist Church, previously the Star School Building, 

was moved to Cobb from Southwest of Brown in 1934. On March 30, the building and 

land , as now situated at 34 Bryan Road, were deeded to the community of Cobb by 

Board Members of the Consolidated School District No. CDI, Cobb. The deed specified 

that the property was to be used for church purposes. 

During Cobb Church‘s younger years, it was undenominational, and many layper-

sons and preachers spoke such as Brothers Green, Wright, Wade, Haskins, Marsh and 

Sullivan. We apologize that all the names were not available. Chairs used in the early 

years were won by Mrs. Alice Mullens on a T.V. show named ―Queen for a Day‖. 

In the year 1961, the people voted to organize a Baptist Mission with Calvary Bap-

tist Church as their sponsor. 

Starting with three church members, Rev. Joe Lee Ray was the first Pastor. The 

first revival was held October 30 – Nov. 5, 1961. At the end of its first year, the atten-

dance had reached thirty-nine in Sunday School. 

In September 1962, with approximately twenty church members, Rev. John Heath 

was called as the church‘s second Pastor. One year later, there was an average of fifty

-five in Sunday School and several additions were made to the church roll. On August 

19, 1964, Rev. Heath resigned as Pastor to take full-time work at the Baptist Student 

Union at Southeastern State College. During his pastorate, a new piano was purchased 

for the church. 

In September 1964, Rev. Leonard Terry became Pastor. At that time, there were 

approximately forty-five in Sunday School and 48 church members. 

The Mission then withdrew from Calvary Baptist Church, with deep appreciation for 

all their help and support. At a business meeting held February 3, 1965, the church 

was named Cobb Baptist Church. At this same meeting, the church also voted to ac-

cept the Southern Baptist Faith. The organizational service was held February 7, 1965. 

Rev. Terry continued to serve as Pastor until December 18, 1966, when he resigned. 

Rev. Charles Jones was called as Pastor on February 19, 1967. During the time he 

served he was married to Miss Reta West. He resigned June 8, 1969. 

During 1969, Rev. Oscar Borin was called as Pastor. During his pastorate, the 

church was remodeled inside and out. He resigned September 15, 1984. 

In May 1985, Rev. Sheldon McNeil became Pastor and the church grew to an aver-

age of 40 in Sunday School. During his pastorate, the addition of Sunday School rooms 
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was made to the back of the church. 

On February 21, 1988, Rev. Johnny Young became Pastor. Rev. Young encouraged 

the church to seek the face of God during some trying times. Upon his resignation 

Rev. Howard Stanley was called as Pastor in January 1990. During his pastorate 3.3 

acres of land was added to the church property. The church now owned its parking lot 

for the first time in it existence. 

The Reverends Robert Carroll, Rick Richardson and Dane Hill all served short but 

important pastorates as the church persevered. Rev. Hill was responsible for adding a 

baptistery to the church sanctuary. 

Upon the resignation of Rev. Hill, the church called Rev. Jerry Henry. The old Cobb 

School building was purchased during his pastorate. After Bro. Henry resigned in 2001, 

Bro. Bruce McLaughlin was called as Pastor and is still Pastor to the date (2010). In 

2003, a children‘s building/fellowship hall was added to the church, designed for a 

sanctuary to be added at a later date. 

There is a sea of blessed Saints who have made unrecognized sacrifices and were 

instrumental in the longevity of this church. Many who felt they had outlived their use-

fulness, were in fact, of great benefit and encouragement even if only by their prayers, 

their attendance and their love for our Wonderful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

―Now you are the body of Christ and each one of you is a part of it.‖ (I Cor. 12:27) 

 

† † † 

 

First Baptist Church, Colbert 

Pastors from 1976-2010: 

 Dempsey Cosper  – 1975 –1979 
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 Stephen Warren  – 1979 –1986 

 Victor Granberry  – 1986 –1991 

 Ronnie Harris  – 1991 –2001 

 Les Roberts  – 2002 –2006 

 Tobey Clements  – 2006 –2007 

 Roy Vinson  – 2008 – present 

John Heath and Norman Ford have served as Interim more than once during this 

span of time – keeping things going! 
 

Music/Youth ministers: Keith Chronister, Rodney Reeves, Brad Bickham, Bruce 

Barnett, Barry Barnett, Mark Davis, Scottie Voight, Jimmy James, Chad Melton, Jimmy 

Moore, and Frankie Holmes. Jimmy Moore is currently serving as our Youth Minister 

and Frankie Holmes as our Music Minister.  

Elaine Hannan Lashley and Norma Jackson Fullen have served faithfully as our pi-

anist and organist for ―years.‖ 

In this 1976-2010 time period we have baptized 423 people. 

In 1976 Bob Krueger and Bud Thornton were ordained as deacons. Bud and his 

wife have since gone to be with the Lord, but Bob and his wife, Ann, are currently ac-

tive in the church. 

1982- A new 19‘ steeple was installed replacing a smaller one. 

1982- A kitchen and Fellowship Hall were built. The fellowship area had some walls 

for classrooms, which were later removed, and accordion walls were installed making 

room for 7 classrooms. This area is still being used as classrooms. The kitchen area is 

now used for the food pantry for our food distribution. 

In 1989 – Richard Jordan was ordained as a deacon. He and his wife, Vickie, are 

still active in the church. 

In 1996 – We celebrated our 100th birthday as a Church. Former pastors were pre-

sent for a lunch and a special service. This celebration was well attended. 

In 2005 – We purchased the land adjoining our property to the northwest. This is 

now a parking area that connects to our 60‘x100‘ Family Life Center that was built in 

2003. The Family Life Center has a large kitchen, pantry, restrooms, 8 classrooms, and 

60‘-50‘ open area. This open area has been used for many purposes such as: lock-ins 

for our youth, church fellowships and dinners, VBS, WMU, and other Associational 

functions, in addition to weddings, wedding receptions, birthdays, anniversaries, fu-

neral dinners, etc. 

We have had 5 young men who have grown up in our church to surrender to the 

minister serving as youth ministers, pastors, and missionaries. These young men are: 

Barry Barnett, Chris Brockett, Stan Granberry, Roy Lanten, and Randy Lewis.  
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In 2006, we began a food ministry for the area that is inclusive within the Colbert 

School District. This has been a very successful ministry. From January 2010 to June 

2010, our food ministry served 683 families, 1411 adults, and 568 children under the 

age of 18. 

In 2008, our children‘s area took on a new look when some of the ladies decorated 

the rooms with paintings on the walls. These paintings depict Noah and the ark, an 

undersea décor, a rainforest, Bible heroes, nature scenes, the Fruit of the Spirit, and 

Bible verses. This area is very stimulating for young parents bringing in their children 

for Sunday School and the Nursery. 

In 2009, Jon Fisher was ordained as a deacon. Jon and his wife, Mary Helen, are 

assets to the leadership of our church. 

Also, in 2009, we organized a library in the church, which has been visited by many 

of our congregation.     

                                                                                       

† † † 

 

Calvary Baptist Church, Durant 

The Calvary Baptist Church was or-

ganized April 30, 1925 with 35 charter 

members. Rev. G. R. Naylor, State Mis-

sionary, came to Durant and held a 

revival meeting at Southside Part, lo-

cated on South Fifth. Rev. Naylor was 

assisted by Rev. W. P. Weeks. Rev. 

Weeks was soon called to be the first 

pastor of the church. Two names were 

suggested for the church, Immanuel 

and Calvary. The names were voted on 

and Calvary received the unanimous vote. 

Late in the year of 1928, the church called Rev. U. C. Broach as pastor. Although 

much of Brother Broach‘s ministry was carried out in Texas, he was widely known 

throughout Bryan Association as the ―silver-haired man who preached so hard.‖ He 

served as Interim Pastor at several churches in our Association over the years. 

In 1930, Rev. A. L. Johnston became the pastor and led the church through four 

trying years during the Great Depression of the 1930‘s. The annual budget of Calvary 

Baptist Church in 1933 was $1,650.00.  
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The Rev. Johnston was followed by Rev. J. M. James in 1935. By carefully watching 

the pennies, under Rev. James‘ leadership, the church was debt free at the end of his 

20 month tenure as pastor. 

Other pastors of Calvary Baptist Church included Rev. C. C. Stone; 1936-37, Rev. 

O. L. Lowe; 1938-40, and Rev. Chester McClelland; 1940-41. 

On May 28, 1941, J. W. Wade was graduated from college. On the same day, he 

was called as Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church. The Wades served the growing church 

for seven years. Mr. Cloyce Powell served with Brother Wade as the church‘s first 

―official‖ song leader. During the World War II years, 1941 through 1945, there were 

410 people who joined the church, many on profession of faith in Jesus Christ. Brother 

Wade‘s ministry involved counseling the departing soldiers and oftentimes with com-

forting the grieving families of those soldiers who paid the ultimate price. During the 

first twenty years of its existence, 1925 through 1945, the church received between 

1600 and 1700 members. Members sent out to preach included Floyd LaFevers, Floyd 

Yates, and Floyd Spradlin. 

Rev. Ted Ewing followed Rev. Wade as pastor in 1948 and during the early months 

of his ministry plans were begun for a new auditorium. The total cost was to be 

$73,000. A total of $18,000. had been set apart for a Building Fund. During the period 

of construction the church members raised another $25,000 and then secured a loan 

for the remaining $30,000. On Sunday, March 6, 1949, a dedication service was held 

for the new auditorium. The Building Committee consisted of Noble Marsh, Earnest 

Bishop, R. W. Burchfield, Owen Brown, George McPherson, Bryan Smith, and J. J. 

(Dude) Robinson.  

Rev. Ewing left Calvary Baptist Church in 1951 and was followed by Rev. E. L. 

Sparks. Rev. Sparks lacked five months serving the church for a decade. It was Rev. 

Sparks who started the ―Upper Room‖ prayer meetings that were held early on Sunday 

mornings. With the growth of the church, Rev. Sparks led out in securing a full-time 

Music and Youth Director. Mr. Don Durham was called to serve in this capacity. For 

health reasons, Rev. Sparks retired and resigned from the church in August of 1961.  

Rev. James H. Weir of Greenville, Texas accepted the pastoral role of the church in 

1962. Mr. Walter Buice accepted the call of the church as Music and Youth Director the 

same year, but left in August of 1963 to assume a similar position in Muleshoe, Texas. 

A definite call to the mission field led the Weir family to resign and move to Illinois in 

March of 1963.  

In June of 1963, the parsonage was settled by the Earnest L. Potter family of Deni-

son, Texas. On February 7, 1965, the note was burned on the auditorium which made 

the church debt free. The growth of the church now necessitated a new Educational 
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Building. A construction committee, with Loyd (Schoolboy) Sherrer as Chairman, sug-

gested a two –story facility to house three departments, fourteen classrooms, a fellow-

ship hall, and a kitchen.  

 In May, 1965, Jerry McCain accepted the call to work by Rev. Potter‘s side as Mu-

sic and Youth Minister. After Jerry‘s untimely death, Jerry Vickers accepted the 

church‘s call as Music Director in early 1967. The new parsonage at 417 South Seventh 

was completed that same year. Mr. Vickers left Calvary in May of 1970 and the music 

was taken care of by two interim music directors, Bobby Hatcher and Carolyn Wilkins.  

 In August of 1972, Norman and Cheryl Gooding came to lead the music and minis-

ter to the young people of Calvary. There was a full graded- choir program as well as 

many mission activities for young people. The spring break meant long trips to small 

churches in Colorado for the young missionaries from Calvary, accompanied by their 

pastor and wife, Earnest and Iva Potter, and their youth leader and wife, Norman and 

Cheryl Gooding. The summer meant exciting activities at Falls Creek.  

The year of 1973 was Rev. Potter‘s tenth anniversary as pastor. At a special recog-

nition service, the church members presented their long-time pastor with memory let-

ters, an automobile and a bonus of $1,000. The year was also memorable because the 

note on the Educational Building, begun in 1965, was burned. In September of this 

year, a new organ and grand piano were purchased and dedicated to the glory of God. 

In 1977, Rev. Potter resigned and retired, for a time, only to become pastor of the 

Wade Baptist for the next ten years. He holds the longest tenure, almost 15 years, of 

any pastor of the church. 

The next pastor was Robert Griffin, who arrived in the fall of 1977. He and his wife, 

Faye, along with their children, settled in the parsonage on South Seventh Street. 

Brother Griffin was active in associational work and ministered to his congregation with 

love and care. Attendance at Youth Bible Study soared to over 100. Another manifes-

tation of Calvary‘s growth came under Rev. Griffin‘s leadership. It was the construction 

of a Family Life Center. The ground breaking was held in August of 1982 for the new 

J. C. and Alta L. Potter Family Life Center. In 1983, Jacob Toews was added to the 

church staff as Outreach Director. In 1984, Lanny Neal accepted the call to be Music 

and Youth Director. 

 Dr. Randy Childers accepted the call of the church as pastor in 1985. The new 

church office and Sunday School area were completed during his ministry and in 1986, 

a dedication was held for the new Family Life Center. 

Rev. Wilford Wisel, along with his wife, Glenna, and his children moved into the 

parsonage in 1989. Rev. Wisel served until 1991. 

In 1992, Dr. Paul Koonce from First Baptist Church, Washington, Oklahoma, ac-
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cepted the call as pastor. He was soon accompanied by Mr. Buck Moore who accepted 

the position of Music and Youth Director. Mr. Moore was active in associational music 

work and led the association-wide Christmas Cantata during his years at Calvary. In 

1993, a special revival was held called ―Come Home to Calvary,‖ which was led by men 

who had surrendered to the ministry at Calvary Baptist. A special ministry during Hal-

loween was begun during Dr. Koonce‘s ministry. It was called ―Truck or Treat,‖ and 

the church members decorated the trucks of their cars and provided candy for little 

ones.  

The church began the year of 1999 with the call of a new pastor, Rev. Darel Bunch. 

Mr. Andrew Duggan served as Music Director and was followed by Mr. Monty Wright in 

2006. Several significant donations were received during Rev. Bunch‘s initial year, in-

cluding two new 15-passenger vans, some land located behind the parsonage at 624 

West Louisiana , and a small Falls Creek Cabin.  

On August 14, 1996, God be-

gan to plant a vision for a cabin at 

Falls Creek through the life of 

James Lee Dalton, Jr. This was the 

beginning of a marvelous walk of 

faith for Calvary Baptist Church. 

Through Brother Norman Gooding 

and his mother, Mrs. Edna Gooding, 

this vision started to take shape. Through God‘s leadership, Mr. Curtiss Boone ac-

cepted the responsibility of leading out in the construction of a new cabin. Fervent 

prayers were lifted up for the Falls Creek Committee as they planned for the new 

cabin. Then, faithful and talented builders who belonged to the church, painstakingly 

erected an attractive one-story cabin at the site. On 

August 16, 2008, an Open House was held at the new 

Falls Creek Cabin with Songs led by Music Director, 

Monty Wright and Associate Pastor and Minister of 

Youth, Trevor Riddle. Rev. Bunch presented plaques 

to the Dalton family, Mr. Curtiss Boone and to Brother 

Norman Gooding and family.  

Other ministries begun under the leadership of Rev. Bunch were the Faith Witness-

ing Strategy, the Hand Bell Choir, a Senior Adult ministry called ―Young at Heart‖ and 

a Halloween evangelistic outreach called ―Judgment House.‖ In 2008, over 2500 peo-

ple registered as they entered the Judgment House production. Under Rev. Bunch‘s 

leadership, the members of Calvary Baptist participated in mission efforts in Chicago; 

Calvary‘s new cabin at Falls Creek 

Open House  at the Falls Creek cabin 
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Peru; Mexico; Idaho; China; Malawi; Kildare, Oklahoma; and Sherwood Shores, Texas. 

In 2010, Brother Chris McDaniel was added to the staff as Associate 

Pastor and Minister of Students and Mrs. Ruth Marlin began her 34th year 

of service as secretary on August 7, 2010. 

 

† † † 

 

Fairview Baptist Church, Durant 

Pastors and Other Staff: 

 1976 -1979  – Glyndle Feagin 

 1980 – 1989  – Rodney Cook 

 1980 – 1981  – Music Director – Royce White 

 1981 – 1986  – Associate Pastor – Ronnie Harris 

 1989 – 1992  – Mike Taylor 

 1991 – 1992  – Youth Minister – Sam White 

 1993 – 1998  – Phillip Jones 

  1993 – 1998  – Music & Youth Minister – Shawn Davis 

 1998 – 2001  – Terrell Suggs 

 2002 – 2005  – Darrell Edwards 

             – Youth Minister – David Coffey 

 2001 – 2006  – Music Minister – Jim Pena 

 2006 – Present  – Bill Ledbetter 

 2009 – Present  – Music Minister – Andy Hanson 

 2009 – Present  – Youth Minister – Roger Duncan 
 

New Buildings: 

Dedication of new 500-seat auditorium was 6-19-1988. 
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Ingathering of the Baby Grand Piano was 8-21-1986. 

The Education Building was dedicated 11-27-1983. 

The Office and Youth Building was dedicated 1996. 
 

Mission Trips: 

Teams went to Juarez, Mexico – 1996, 1998, 2001, and 2007. A house was built 

each trip. 

***  

Native American Mission at Fairview 

The Fairview Baptist Church provides space for Dan McLemore to lead services for 

Native Americans in their smaller building. The group meets on Thursday evenings for 

a time of fellowship and worship. They consider their organization to be a mission. 

 

† † † 

 

First Baptist Church, Durant, Oklahoma 

Brief History from 1976 to 2010 

     D r .  F r e d 

Meeks, Pastor 

(1976-1980); Larry 

Maughan, Minister of 

Education; Tim Ad-

cox, Youth Minister; 

John Schantz and 

Jim Hansford, Part-

time Directors of the 

Music Program. 

1979  FBC celebrated its 90th Anniversary 

Gerald Tidwell, Pastor (1980-1995); Ed Necker, Associate Pastor; Mark 

Wright, Minister of Music; Kevin Jenkins, Minister of Youth; Wayne Turner, Business 

Administrator; Barbara Gary, Pianist; Mary Ann Craige, Organist. 

1980-89   Lee Johnson, Associate Pastor. 

1981-84 Sam Vinall, Minister of Education. 

1983       The television ministry began.   

1983-84 Larry Megason, Minister of Music. 
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1984       Additional space was added to the education wing, and the Present build-

ing was remodeled. 

1984  Medical Mission was organized and made regular trips to Mexico to minis-

ter there. 

1984-87  David Scherler, Minister of Music. 

1985  The First Friends Preschool opened. 

1989  Celebrated 100 years of ministry. 

1990   Sponsored the beginning of the First Hispanic Baptist Mission. 

1992  The Mark and Ethel Staton Family Life Center was opened. 
 

Steve Taylor, Pastor (1995-1998).  Mark Wright, Minister of Music; Andy Harri-

son, Youth Minister; Daniel Caceras, Spanish Mission Pastor; Barbara Hearon, Pre-

school/Children‘s Director; J. C. Curtis Business Administrator; Mary Ann Craige, Or-

ganist; Barbara Gary, Pianist. 

1996  Dedication of the M.E. Dobbins Scout Hut—Mr. Dobbins pinned 119 Eagle 

Scouts during his Boy Scout Ministry. 
 

James Robinson, Pastor (1999-Present)  David Graham, Education Minister; 

Craig Castleberry, Music Minister: Brandon Brister, Youth Minister; Barbara Hearon, 

Preschool/Children‘s Director; J. C. Curtis, Business Administrator; Joey Gosnell, Media 

Coordinator.  

1999       Opened a free Medical Clinic for the second time. 

2000  Helped sponsor the opening of The Pregnancy Center of Bryan  County 

which operates on church property; Judy Robinson is Director. 

2000  The Hispanic Mission acquired its own building at 1121 W. Alabama. 

1997-Present   Alejo Benito, Hispanic Mission Pastor. 

2003   Dedicated a new cabin at Falls Creek Conference Center which sleeps 

200 students.                                                                                                                       

1999-Present   Marcella Rainbolt, Pianist. 

2003-Present   Ken Bartholomew, Music Minister. 

2005-Present Philip Stephens, Associate Pastor/Minister of Education; Garry 

McNeill, Youth Minister; Joey Gosnell, Media Director; J. C. Curtis, Busi-

ness Administrator. 

2006-2009     Chris Pappas, Children‘s Minister. 

2006  Forty Days of Purpose Campaign 

2007    Opened the J.M. Gaskin Heritage Room. 

2008    Celebrate Recovery Program started. 

2009    Pastor James Robinson celebrated 10 years of ministry at FBC. 
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2010    Forty Days of Love Campaign;  Arnold Koehn, Building Superintendent, 

celebrated retirement after serving 30 years. 

2010    Jim Hodson called as Children‘s Minister. 
 

Pastors Emeritus – Dr. J.M. Gaskin and Gerald Tidwell 

C. Henry Gold 

Church Clerk 
              

† † † 

 

Grace Baptist Church, Durant 

     The Lord has blessed Grace 

Baptist Church and a lot has 

happened since 1976. Our pas-

tor at that time was Brother 

Ralph White followed by 

Brother Les Peevyhouse. Then 

Brother Robert Mills was pastor 

from 1982 until October 1994. 

He served twelve years. This 

was the longest period of time 

for any pastor. Following him, Brother Carrell Hooper came and served as long as his 

health allowed. Our present pastor, Brother Anthony Williams came in August 2001. 

Our church has truly grown and been greatly blessed in these past nine years. Brother 

Daniel Wesley came as our Music and Children‘s Director September 2001. Our aver-

age Vacation Bible School attendance each year has been between 50 and 60 children. 

We have taken 20 to 25 children to Falls Creek each year. The choir under Daniel‘s 

leadership has done several wonderful cantatas: something the old-timers never 

thought they would see at Grace Baptist Church.  

Clint Whitehurst came as Youth Director in September 2003. We had two youth 

coming regularly at that time. Now, an average for Wednesday nights is 25 – 30. We 

took 28 to Falls Creek this past July. This has all been a blessing from God. 

The church broke ground for a new multi-purpose building in August 2005. We had 

our first service in the new building in July 2007 and the building was debt free. What 

a blessing that was! 

The church celebrated their 50th anniversary in October 2008. The only charter 

member still attending is Verda (Robinson) Thornton. 
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Our church serves at Families Feeding Families the second Friday of each month. 

The deacons at present time are: Thomas Brown, Bob Robinson, Dwight Robinson, 

and Virgil Short. 

 submitted by Margie Brown 

 

† † † 

     Durant, First Hispanic Baptist Mission 

Primera Iglesia Bautista, Durant 

 

The First Hispanic Mission was birthed by 

God through Durant‘s First Baptist Church 

and became a part of Bryan Baptist Associa-

tion in 1999 as a mission. Alejo Benito came 

as pastor bringing his wife Heather. 

In the January 2006 Executive Board 

meeting, Alejo reported that they helped 10 

people from Houston, Texas, with one of 

them coming to the Lord. Many church 

members lost their jobs when the plastic 

company closed and the church, with God‘s 

help, was able to give each family that lost their job a Wal-Mart gift card to help with 

Christmas. 

Pastor Alejo reported in the August 2006 BBA Executive Board Meeting that he is 

fulltime pastor now thanks to the help of the Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma. 

This has allowed him more time to serve. They are averaging 55-60 in regular atten-

dance and are having a Friday night prayer meeting. There were 17 baptisms and 35 

decisions made. In January 2007, he reported that attendance has 

grown to 60-80. They had an eight-day revival in August 2007; 

there was 103 in attendance the first night. They have also started 

a work in Atoka, going once a week for teaching. 

     August 2008 Alejo reported that the Hispanic church is still a 

mission because they have to practically start over every year. The 

Hispanic community leaves and new ones come so much, so they 

constantly have to train new people to lead. They are running 70-90 now and still go-

ing to Atoka weekly. In October 2008 Heather Benito reported at the Annual Meeting 

of the BBA, ―We are having over one hundred in our services very often now.‖ They 

Baptismal service at 

Lake Texoma 
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have started a new mission in Cartwright, partnering with Cartwright First Baptist.  

January 2009 Alejo reported they had a fellowship revival in September having 

over 420 in attendance. They are averaging over 100 each Sunday. They are praying 

for a new facility because the current one only seats about 90. The fellowship is the 

only one in Oklahoma that is really alive according to the BGCO specialists. God is 

moving. Brother Javier Garcia is leading the mission in Cartwright and they have al-

ready had their first baptism. Please pray for more pastors. There are many churches 

with no pastor. In April 2009 there was 130 one 

Sunday. We have a great need for more room. 

We are pushing a wall back now to have room 

for about 30 more seats that is the best we can 

do with this building. My vision this year is to get 

other churches here involved with our church. 

January through April we have had 13 new deci-

sions. In 2010 the whole sanctuary was remod-

eled and expanded.  

 

† † † 

 

Lakepoint Community Church, Durant 

     Jared McIntire and myself and 

about 8 other people got together 

in early 2003 to discuss starting a 

church that would be geared to-

ward younger people with a more 

contemporary worship style that 

was a staff led church. We met 

over several months to discuss 

everything we would need to get 

started. In October of 2003, we began meeting at the BCM on Southeastern's campus. 

We met there for almost a year. We moved to Northwest Heights Elementary School in 

August of 2004. We met there for a little less than 2 years. In 2005, we bought the 

building on S. 2nd. Over the next several months we completely renovated the build-

ing because it was basically a warehouse with concrete floors and that was it. We had 

many people donate time and services to help get the building ready. We opened our 

doors at our new building in May of 2006. 

Ordination of Javier Garcia 

142 



 

 

 The beginning staff was Jared McIntire-pastor, Jimmy Harwood-Worship leader, 

Kit Klein- Youth minister, and Kelli Fluellen Wilson- children's minister. Jimmy left the 

church in 2004 and Kit left in 2006. Kelli Wilson became the worship leader in 2005 

which added to her duties as the children's minister. Corey Tennell came on board in 

2006 as the youth minister. He left in late 2006 and Pete Wilson became the youth 

minister in early 2007. Jared McIntire left in late 2008. Jim Brewer became our pastor 

in April of 2010 and is still that currently. Amy Melton took over the duties as children's 

minister before Jared McIntire left. 

submitted by Kelli Wilson 

 

† † † 

 

Stone Creek Baptist Church, Durant 

Stone Creek Baptist Church has 

had several names. It began as Ful-

som Grove in 1892 then changed to 

Fulsom Highway at some point. The 

early history is reported in the CO-

OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER 

GOD, Volume 1. 

Brother Roy White was the pas-

tor beginning from 1957 – 1960 

then served again from 1964 

through 1981.  

Music Ministers during this time were: Billy Bryant 1976, Clarence Morriss 1977-

1982. Ralph Dirickson became pastor in 1982 and Joan Iker became the music minis-

ter in 1983. Brenda Loper took the music position in 1984. Jim Field became pastor in 

1985 and Clarence Morriss came back as music minister then Marc Crofutt did the mu-

sic in 1986. 

In 1987, Cobb Baptist Church and Fulsom Highway Church joined together becom-

ing Cobb-Fulsom Community Church. Cobb‘s pastor Sheldon McNeil took the pastor 

postion with Joe C. Morriss in the music position. By 1989 Cobb had gone back to be-

ing its own church and Fulsom Highway became Stone Creek Baptist Church. Sheldon 

McNeil stayed with this congregation and Vernon Jones took the music. In 1990 Dan 

McLemore was called to the pastorate and Joe C. Morriss took the music position 

again. Carl Mackey was asked to be Interim Pastor in 1992 and then became pastor 
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until 1994. Stone Creek was without a pastor for a time until Oscar Borin came in 

1997. Joe C. Morriss has remained Music Minister all this time until 1999 when Jan 

Troeger became Music Minster in 2000 then Lawanda Mabery took the position in 2001 

until 2006. Fred Resz, the current pastor has been there since 2003. 

 

† † † 

 

Sunset View Baptist Church, Durant 

(Formerly Lee Heights) 

     Lee Heights was organized 

in 1952. 

1976 – The pastor is Mike 

Rouse. There were 10 bap-

tisms with 242 resident mem-

bers. Value of the property is 

$60,000. Sunday School Direc-

tor is Ronnie Morrison and av-

eraging 80 in Sunday School. 

Dale Griffin is the Music Minister. Mrs. Ed Kapchinsky leads the WMU. The 

Treasurer is Wayne Jordan with total receipts of $20,816.00 and Mrs. Jimmie 

Hill serves as Church Clerk. A.J. Culbreath is the Chairman of Deacons.  

1977 – We had 7 baptisms. Bill Hughes became Sunday School Director and we are 

now averaging 75 in Sunday School. The Music Minister is Russell Cook. Total 

receipts are $22,550.00. Anita Pate serves as the new Church Clerk and Bill 

Garner is the Chairman of Deacons. 

1978 – Dennis Taylor is the new pastor. There were 3 baptisms with 229 resident 

members. Wayne Jordan became the Sunday School Director with 61 average 

attendance. Bill Garner is the Music Minister. Marie Nabors is the WMU Direc-

tor and Ginger Spencer is the Church Clerk. Wayne Jordan is the Chairman of 

Deacons. 

1979 – Patsy Dominick is the Church Clerk and Ed Kapchinsky is the Chairman of Dea-

cons. 

1980 – We hosted the Bryan Association‘s 70th Annual Meeting. The Music Director is 

Joey Lansdale and Pearl Noel became the WMU Director. Alton Culbreath is 

the Chairman of Deacons. 

1981 – Donald Buchanan is the Sunday School Director. The Church Clerk is Becky 
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Morrison and Chairman of Deacons is Bill Garner. 

1982 – Don Hildebrand is called as pastor. Mike Harp is Church Training Director and 

Bill Garner is Music Director. The Church Clerk is Mrs. Ed Kapchinsky and 

Wayne Jordan is the Chairman of Deacons. 

1983 – Sunday School Director is now Steve Howell. Billy Garrett is the new Music Di-

rector and Marie Brown is the WMU Director with Ronnie Morrison serving as 

Chairman of Deacons. 

1984 – Treasurer is now Laura Kent and Chairman of Deacons is Jerry Spencer. 

1985 – Lee Heights has 210 resident members and the total receipts for this year were 

$50,167.00. Jim Garrett is the Sunday School Director and Anthony Eddington 

is the Music Director. Donald Buchanan is the Church Clerk. 

1986 – Lee Heights now has 25 resident members. Emmett Boydstun is now pastor. 

Bill Garner is Music Minister and Sunday School Director. Chairman of Deacons 

is James Russell and Church Clerk is Steve Anna Lyles. Treasurer is Wayne Jor-

dan. 

1987 – 104 resident members. The Bryan Association‘s 77th Annual Meeting was held 

at Lee Heights. Bill Garner gave a testimony thanking the Association for the 

support they received during the year. He shared that after the disturbance in 

the church there were 11 who met and voted to continue the ministry of Lee 

Heights Baptist Church. At the beginning there were 22 enrolled in Sunday 

School and now there is 51. They asked for the Association to continue to pray. 

1988 – Ruth Ann Boydstun is the new Church Clerk. They now have 44 resident mem-

bers. 

1989 – Rachel Ludrick is Church Clerk.  

1990 – Jack Renfro became the pastor and Music Minister. The Church Clerk is Julie 

Houston and Secretary is Hazel Russell. 

1991 – Bill Garner is Chairman of Deacons. 

1992 – Music Director is Emmett Boydstun and Chairman of Deacons is James Russell.  

1993 – Bill Garner is Chairman of Deacons. There were 5 baptisms. 

1996 – Emmett Boydstun is now pastor with Brad Ludrick taking the Music Minister 

position. Other staff members are Sandra Garner, Paul Roesler and Susan Wil-

son. 

1997 – Harry Boydstun, Jr. is now pastor and Bill Mullen is the Treasurer. Resident 

members are 39. 

2005 – Lee Heights changed their name to Sunset View. 

 

† † † 
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Western Meadows Baptist Church, Durant 

New Life Baptist Church met for the first time on June 13, 1991 in the home of 

Bryce and Yolanda Taylor. The Lord was in control and by 11 a.m. the same morning 

we had a place to meet. The Old Bonanza Steak House building, 1299 N Washington, 

was given to us rent-free for six months. We had songbooks, chairs, literature, key-

board, and PA system all loaned to us for Sunday. We had a preacher, deacons, sing-

ers what else did we need? The Lord was in our midst and still is. Sunday morning 

June 16th we had 105 in Sunday School. There was Brother Wilford Wisel; minister, 

Katrina Morris; song director, Yolanda Taylor; keyboard. Deacons were Pete Liles, Gary 

Bowen, John Hendrix and Lewis Conditt. 

The men met with hammers, nails, saws, etc. and put up petitions for Sunday 

School rooms. We used cardboard stapled on old shelves and lattice for movable parti-

tions. Noisy, but it worked.  

We started the first Wednesday having a beans and cornbread supper. No kitchen, 

no water, no dishes, no nothing but again the Lord works. We had plastic cups that 

Merle and June Devereaux and Pete and Maudine Liles had picked up at an OU football 

game. 

Brother Wisel decided to resign. Bryce Taylor found 20 acres that was in bank-

ruptcy. The land had already been plotted out for 37 lots. We bought the land for 

$37,000. We sold the lots on the east and west sides for $3,000 each. When they 

were all sold the 10 acres in the middle was clear of debt. We were incorporated and 

closed on the loan for the new church building on May 28, 1992. At this time the 

church was renamed Western Meadows Baptist Church.  

Associate Pastor, Rodney Cook took over as pastor when Brother Wisel resigned 

and was there until 2005. Jerry Rethford came as Music Minister in 1997 and was 

there until 2005. After about one year the church called Darrell Edwards as pastor and 

Jim Pena as Music Minister. They are both still there. The average attendance has 
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been close to 100 from the beginning. Western Meadows is a ―mission-minded‖ 

church. They have reached out to the community in many ways throughout the years. 

Some examples are; Cooking and serving for Families Feeding Families once a month, 

sharing all over the community with the ―Weirdos‖ (their famous puppet team), fix 

meals for the Baptist Collegiate Ministry each semester, serving free hot chocolate at 

the Christmas parade each year and holding VBS and other events at Avalon Apart-

ments. 
 

† † † 

 

Hendrix Baptist Church 

The town of 

Hendrix was first 

known as Kemp City. 

The Kemp City Bap-

tist Church was or-

ganized in 1912 and 

met in the school-

house. The church‘s 

pastors were elected 

on a yearly basis and 

often preached one 

or two Sundays a month. In 1918 a wooden structure was built to accommodate two 

hundred. The church was dedicated in October 1923, with Rev. John Boyet preaching 

the dedicatory sermon. Sunday School was organized in 1925 with Bud Nutt as Sunday 

School Superintendent. The church was built on land deeded by W.J. & Clara Leeper 

and A.S. & Kathrine Burrows. 

February 19, 1925 the name was changed to Hendrix Baptist Church. During the 

1940‘s, electricity and butane were added. In the 1950‘s new Sunday School rooms 

were added and pastors were being called indefinitely. The 60‘s and 70‘s saw new air-

conditioners, a piano, and restrooms added. In 1985, the present new brick structure 

was built (debt free). The first service was preached by Rev. Sam Allenbaugh In July. 

God performed many miracles. The present 2500 square-foot structure, with all new 

furniture, was dedicated October 20, 1985. Bro. Carrell Hooper, retired Director of Mis-

sions, brought the message. The church grew in membership and in 1988 an addition 

was built. The church remained debt free.  

The Lord blessed Hendrix Baptist Church during the past 98 years. We support mis-
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sions in our Association, State, Nation, and Worldwide. The fellowship of Hendrix Bap-

tist Church looks forward to serving the Lord and glorifying His Name in the years 

ahead. We want to be a light for Jesus in the community and reach out to the world. 
 

Pastors of Hendrix Baptist Church   1976-2010 

 R. E. Corzine – 1976 

 Wilburn Martin – 1977-1980 

 J. T. Welch – 1981-1983 

 Mark Parks 

 Sam Allenbaugh – 1986-1988 

 Michael Calhoun – 1989-1991 

 Eddie Vessels – 1992-1993 

 David Whitlock – 1993-1994 

 Bob McLean – 1996-1999 

 James Lee Smith – 2000-2002 

 Tony Fields – 2002-2004 

 John Max Cox – 2005 

 Roddy Arnold – 2006-2007 

 Olan Bullard – 2008-present 

 

 

† † † 

 

Kemp Baptist Church 

     Kemp Baptist Church 

was organized in 1889. 

The history from then until 

1975 is recorded in the 

book, CO-OPERATING 

CHURCHES UNDER GOD, 

Volume 1, which is a re-

cord of Bryan Baptist As-

sociation. 

In 1976 Conley Cook was pastor. There were 61 resident members and 4 salva-

tions. Music Minister was Lee DeLashaw. Milton Hass was called as pastor in 1978. 

Brother Hass left in 1981 and a new pastor was not called until 1983 when Dale Bal-

lard was called. Pastor Dale stayed until 1988. The Bryan Baptist Association‘s March, 
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1989 Executive Board Meeting was held at Kemp Baptist Church. Steve Sweeney was 

called as pastor in 1991; there were 31 resident members and 6 baptisms in 1992. 

Roger Speers came to Kemp as pastor in 1995 and is still the pastor as of this writing 

(2010). By 2002 there were 198 resident members and 16 baptisms. There is no Music 

Minister listed after 1996. The Bryan Baptist Association Annual Meeting was held at 

Kemp Baptist Church on October 15 – 16, 2007. In 2009 Kemp reported 250 resident 

members and 35 baptisms. 

 

 

† † † 

 

Kenefic Baptist Church 

Kenefic Baptist Church was organized in the fall of 1917 after a brush-arbor meet-

ing. Neighboring churches 

and the association as-

sisted with the constitut-

ing. For more information 

from the early years go to 

the first volume of CO-

OPERATING CHURCHES 

UNDER GOD. They cele-

brated their anniversary 

and homecoming on June 

27, 1976 with Oscar Norris as pastor. After Brother Norris left in 1981 several pastors 

served over the next few years. Howard Stanley was pastor in 1982; then Mervin L. 

Redwine came in 1983; and Tom Caldwell came in 1984 – 1985. When Loyd Stout 

came he stayed for three years from 1986 – 1988. No pastor was listed in the Bryan 

Baptist Association Annual Handbooks for 1989 and 1990. Eddie Vessels was there in 

1991 and then they were pastorless again until 1993 when Cecil McGehee came. In 

1996 Les Peevyhouse was called and stayed until 2001. Bill Jeter was there from 2002 

– 2004 and Hillery Dean was there for the next year. Royce Couch was called in 2007 

and remains there as of this writing. 

 

 

† † † 
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Emmanuel Baptist Church, Mead 

Emmanuel Baptist Church was established on August 4, 1991. 

Brother Charles Loyd was the first pastor. He served from 1991 to 2007. 

The congregation moved into the current sanctuary in 1995. 

The Church purchased 8 1/2 adjoining acres in 1998. 

A two-story multipurpose building was built in 2003. 

Brother James Wiggington served as pastor in 2007. 

Brother Randy Lewis has served as pastor since 2008. 

Deacons are Brother Tommy Rowland and Brother Wayne West. Brother Tommy 

Rowland is a charter member of the Church and has served as a deacon since the 

Church began. 

 

† † † 

 

Mead Baptist Church 

     Mead Baptist 

Church celebrated 

their 23rd Anniver-

sary as the Mead 

Baptist Church on 

July 11, 2010.  

Some would sug-

gest that it is our 

112th + years of 

Baptist work in the 

Mead area. We are 

told that Baptist work was first recorded in 1900 as the Missionary Baptist Church wor-
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shipping at Double Springs near the present Mead Cemetery. There had been Baptist 

Bible studies for 2 or 3 years prior to that date. In 1904, it was moved to Mead. In 

1917 the Baptists joined hands with other denominations as Dr. Ebenezer Haskins 

[probably Hotchkin] encouraged the building of a community church by public dona-

tions. The Presbyterians offered a $500 donation to have the cornerstone laid in their 

name. Presbyterian, Church of Christ, and Baptist denominations used the building. 

This Community Church was built on the corner where we are presently located; the 

corner of Highway 70 and Church Street. First Baptist Church of Mead voted in 1946 to 

build their own building, ending their joint use of the Community Church. The ground 

breaking was done in 1948. This church burned in 1958 and was immediately rebuilt. 

In 1959 a group from First Baptist Church of Mead decided to leave the church and 

form a new one. The new church was named Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church, and organ-

ized officially on March 1, 1959. They made arrangements to again use the facilities of 

the Community Church on this corner lot. In 1969, the Presbyterian Services were dis-

continued and the church facilities were sold to the Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church. In 

1987, this became the home of the Mead Baptist Church through the merging of First 

Baptist Church of Mead and Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church. On July 8, 1987, both the 

First Baptist Church of Mead and the Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church set in regular busi-

ness sessions to vote on the idea of merging. Both congregations felt God was bring-

ing them together as one so that in their unity, they could show forth God‘s love in a 

more positive fashion. The two pastors, Reverend Tommy Peevyhouse and Reverend 

Jim Cross, were excited to see this happen, believing it was God‘s will, not man‘s will. 

At the first service together, one suggested it ―seemed as if Heaven came down and 

glory filled our souls.‖ They studied suggested names and then voted to call it the 

―Mead Baptist Church.‖ Reverend Jim Cross was called as the first pastor. The record 

of pastors for the Mead Baptist Church is as follows: 
 

Reverend Jim Cross July 1987 – 1988 

Reverend Don Sevedge 1988 – Spring 1989 

Reverend Charles Loyd Sept. 1989 – June 1991   

Reverend Tommy Newton Oct. 1991 – Jan. 1994 

Reverend Jim Parrish May 1994 – July 1994 

Reverend Wendyl Glenn March 1995 – Sept. 1996 

Reverend Kerry Groce Sept. 1996 – to the present (2010) 

To complete the history of Baptist work in Mead from 1976 to the merging of the 

two churches on July 8, 1987, we found this information in the Bryan Baptist Associa-

tions Annual Minutes.       
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First Baptist Church Pastors Mead Hi-Way Baptist Church Pastors  

Reverend George Couch (1975-1979) Reverend Weldon Lasater (1974-1980) 

Reverend John Wiles (1980) Dr. C E Grounds (1982-1983) 

Reverend Ed Smith (1982) Reverend Carrell Hooper (1984- 1985) 

Reverend John Woods (1983) Reverend Jim Cross (1986-1987) 

Reverend Tommy Peevyhouse (1984-1987) 

(Understand that the year means in September when the annual church letter was 

filled out, that the active pastor then was listed for that year. If there was no pastor at 

that time, no pastor is listed for that year.) 

The Mead Baptist Church has a definite focus on reaching and ministering to chil-

dren and youth. This has been true through the years. Annually, we attend camps for 

both children and youth. We also hold Vacation Bible School, an Easter Children‘s Cele-

bration, and a Halloween carnival. We have an annual Easter Sunrise Service, a Christ-

mas Eve Candlelight Service, a Harvest Dinner, and our Anniversary Celebration. Re-

vivals and the annual January Bible study help keep us rejuvenated. We anticipate Bib-

lical preaching Sunday morning, Sunday night, and Wednesday night in worship. We 

are a church that seeks to reach the lost and teach the saved. We seek to minister to 

the needs that our Lord lays before us. Kerry Groce has been our Pastor for the past 

14 years, with Wes Schreier as our Youth Minister for 12 years, and Philip Wesley as 

our Music Minister for 5. One of the favorite verses that our church keeps before itself 

is Proverbs 29:18a, ―Where there is no vision, the people perish.‖  
 

† † † 

 

Streetman Road Baptist Church, Mead 

     Our church started in a 

house on May 3, 1987 pur-

chased by Virginia McQuaid, 

who was the first recorded 

member. 

     It was voted to incorporate 

the church April 14, 1988 – the 

incorporated name was Street-

man Road Baptist Church, Inc. 

On May 6, 1988 they broke 

ground on the church building. 

The church was enlarged in 

152 



 

 

1999 and, at this time, is working on (it is a work in progress) classrooms and Chil-

dren‘s Church. 

In 1987 total members to start (12), when incorporated there were (28). As of Feb-

ruary 28, 2010 we have 107 active members. 

Four members were ordained and have churches of their own: Bob McLean, Fred 

Resz, Eric Dennis, and Virgil Hill. 

 

Pastors: 

Name                                   Started       Resigned 

 Bud Jenkins 05-3-1987  

 Eric Dennis 07-23-1989  1991 

 John Max Cox  12-15-1991 1996 

 Gerald Tidwell 12-14-1996 1999 

 (Interim) Earl Perry 08-1999 2000 

 Durlin LaJaune  02-13-2000 2005 

 (Interim) Bill Page 10-19-2005 2007 

 Darren Wallace 02-18-2007 

 

From May 3, 1987 until February 18, 2007 fifty were baptized. 

From February 18, 2007 until June 27, 2010 fifty-five were baptized. 

Church Clerks - Shirley Bryan 10 ½ years; Jolene Reid 10 years. 

Treasurers – Virginia McQuaid, 7 years; Doyle Westfall, 6 ½ years; Nancy Kirk, 6 

years; Gayle Kinnett, 4 years. 

Sunday School Superintendents – Fred Resz, 4 years; Billie Cox, 3 years; Gene 

Flynn, 16 years. 

Song Leaders – Rick Jones, 5 years; Ralph Cherry, 4 years; Phil Kirk, 8 years 

Shirley Bryan, 2 years. 

Minister of Music – Garry McCain – 3 years. 

Youth Minister – Caleb Alexander – 1 ½ years. 

WMU – 15 members, started in 2000. 

Brotherhood - 16–18 members. 

 

† † † 
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First Baptist Church of Platter 
 

     History from 1976 – 

1985 was not available 

except that the Fred 

Washer Educational 

Building was dedicated 

on May 28, 1978. 

 

 1986 – Bill Robinson, Pastor 

 January 8 - Church voted to use Virginia Stipe Memorial Fund to purchase a VCR. 

 February 12 –A vote approved having cottage prayer meetings 2 weeks before re-

vival. 

 April 16 – The church approved extending the roof over the slab on side of church 

pending cost estimates. 

 June 11 – Roy Metts, Larry Metts, Billy Gordon, Sonny Reeves, and Jim Witt were 

elected to serve on the Building Committee. Roy Metts, Chairman. Roof is to be 

repaired before extending it. 

 September 17 – Church voted to put sheet rock on ceiling of auditorium. 

 November 2 – 8 – Revival with Danny Wood as evangelist and Monty Hillard as 

song leader. 

1987  

 January 14 – Church voted to establish a building fund in order to complete the 

church building. 

 May 3 – Church voted to carry out the Great Commission to grow the church. 

 June 10 – Church to send two counselors to GA camp, expenses paid. 

 June 17 – Delia Gordon, Susan Hill, and Cindy Ford were elected to Nursery Com-

mittee. 

 August 12 – The church budget, August 1987 – August 1988 was adopted. 

 October 7 – A motion was made and approved to begin Sunday School at 9:45 a.m. 

 October 21 – Church voted to have Mark McGehee as evangelist and Gary McCain 

as song leader for Revival November 15 – 21. Cottage prayer meetings will be 

November 2 – 7. 

 November 11 – Gary McCain called as song leader. 

 December 9 – Church would go Christmas Caroling December 22. 

1988 

 March 9 – It was agreed to have Revival May 1 – 7 and Jacob Toews would be the 

evangelist. 
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 Through December 1988 the church mainly conducted general business, continuing 

to construct new additions to church and fund the costs. 

1989 

 January 11 – The church voted to purchase the video tape series ―Living in a Bro-

ken World‖ to be used in Youth Revival. Mark Fitch was made Sunday School 

Director. 

 February 15 – A Missions Committee was formed. 

April 12 – Roy Metts reported on progress of the new part of building. 

 August 16 – It was agreed for the fall revival to be a lay – led revival. 

 October 11 – Date set for Harvest Supper on November 11 at 6:00 p.m. Vote car-

ried to have a live Nativity Scene at the Willafa Woods mission site. 

1990  

 January 10 – Revival set for March 26 – April 1, Evangelist Harry Boydstun, Sr. and 

Harry Boydstun, Jr. as song leader. 

 May 16 – Deacons recommended Donna Huggins, organist and Heather McCain, pi-

anist. 

 May 20 – Brother Bill Robinson received one month off for sick leave and laymen of 

the church supplied the pulpit. 

 October 14 – Church approved having a ―Hobo Stew‖ party, with prizes for the best 

hobo costume. 

 November 14 – Dorothy Guymon starts as Church Clerk. 

 December 13 – Church approves increasing maintenance budget to $1075.00. 

1991 

 February 13 – Church committee recommended purchasing a case of New Testa-

ment Bibles at $12.00 – Carried.  

 April 24 – Jill Washer was elected as Song Leader with Melony Gearhart as substi-

tute. 

 May 22 – Senior graduates were honored with $10.00 gift certificates. 

 August 21 – Deacons recommended the church participate in the Crusade at Du-

rant, September 15 – 20. 

 September 25 – Connie Fitch elected as Assistant Pianist. 

1992 

 January 15 – Ladies will redo nursery. 

 March 18 – Lisa Reeves replaces Donna Huggins as pianist. 

 April 22 – Church elected committee to purchase and plant greenery in front of 

church. 

 October 22 – Church approved buying new sign for church. 
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1993 

 January 20 – Church approved increasing their Cooperative Program giving to 8 

½% and Association Missions 2 ½ %, also a $ 50.00 gift for sign at the Asso-

ciation. 

 March 17 – A committee was elected to purchase new hymn books. 

 April 28 – Billy Gordon will be the song leader. 

 December 15 – Andy Danderson called as Song Leader starting January 1, 1994. 

1994 

 January 19 – Church voted to subscribe to all three Fire Departments (Calera, Cart-

wright, Colbert). Motion for church to finance Men‘s breakfast – Carried. 

 February 16 – Church will take children to Arbuckle Wilderness paying half the fee. 

 April 20 – Church sets aside $200.00 to be used for ―Citizens Concerned for Family 

Values.‖ 

 October 19 – A motion was made to incorporate the church and elect a committee 

to draw up a Constitution and Bylaws. 

 October 23 – Chad Smith hired as Music Director. 

1995 

 February 22 – Spring Revival set for March 12 – 19. 

 May 24 – Recommendation the church participate in the World Mission Conference 

November 1 – 10, 1996. 

 November 5 – Search committee elected to search for new pastor. 

 December 6 – Brother John Heath recommended as Interim Pastor. 

1996 

 January 24 – Jerrie Reynolds elected as Church Clerk. 

 May 1 – A vote to put awning on front of church was accepted. Donald Ford and 

Bill Wiley elected to become deacons. Ordination will be on September 8, 1996 

during the morning Sunday Service. 

 June 12 – Porches added to front and side of church. 

 August 14 – Library named Robert Davis Library. 

 October 9 – Vote taken and approved on building a parsonage. Land donated by 

Sonny Reeves. 

1997 

 August 10 – Brother Don Thomas was called as pastor. 

 December 28 – Church approved railing for parking lot and trees for parsonage 

lawn. 

1998 

 January 14 – Jerrie Reynolds resigned as Church Clerk and on February 11, Cindy 

Jones was selected to fill this position. 
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 March 11 – Church voted to put pews in choir loft, also to build a garage onto the 

parsonage. 

 November 11 – Church provided 14 food baskets to families for Thanksgiving. 

1999 

 September 8 – Church voted to sponsor a Fall Festival. 

 December 8 – A fund was set up to purchase a Baby Grand piano for the church. 

2000 

 January 12 – Church approved bid to repair roof, install insulation and heating and 

air conditioning of sanctuary. 

 March 1 – Pulpit committee elected. 

 March 8 – Church approved Brother John Riggs as Interim Pastor. 

 May 21 – Brother Clark Frailey was called as pastor. 

 August 27 – Brother Clark Frailey was ordained as Minister and Ronald Washer as 

Deacon. 

 September 13 – Church library was designated as a memorial to Eugene Washer 

and Dorothy Washer elected to be in charge of the library. 

2001 

 October 17 – New white tables were purchased for Annex. 

 December 2 – Brother Clark Frailey resigned as pastor. Church voted to review 

Church Bylaws. Ricky Bates was elected as Moderator. Church approved build-

ing garage for van and storage. 

2002 

 January 9 – The church approved having a Valentine‘s Banquet 2-13-2002. 

 January 20 – Brother Gerald Kelly approved as Interim Pastor. 

 April 17 – Church votes to send $2,000.00 to the Malawi Food Fund. Church voted 

to paint Ida Belle Townsend‘s home. 

 August 25 – Church approved to purchase a computer and Internet connection. 

 September 15 – Clint Whitehurst called as Youth Director. 

 November 13 – Motion to abolish committee fails. Sunday evening offering desig-

nated to go to ―For the Sake of the Call‖ Campaign at Falls Creek. 

 December 11 – Cindy Jones resigned as Church Clerk and Minnie Wagoner ac-

cepted the position. 

2003 

 February 5 – Church votes to accept the resolution opposing a state lottery. 

 February 9 – Bruce Almy called as pastor. 

 February 19 – Church approved proposed Constitution, Bylaws, and Church Opera-

tions Manual. 

 April 9 –Church approved new porch for Annex and chain-link fence for parsonage. 
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 May 11- 15 – Revival. 

 November 9 – New sound system for the church was purchased. 

2004 

 February 29 – Brian Sterbenz called as part-time Youth Director. 

 April 7 – Church voted to purchase an icemaker. 

 July 11 – It was decided to begin an Annual Platter Day Event on church grounds 

as a community outreach to be held September 25. 

 July 14 – Sunday School attendance has increased. 

 September 9 – Revival held 19 – 22. Gary Caldwell was the speaker. 

2005 

 January 16 – Barbara Sexton hired as Nursery Attendant. 

 April 6 – Diane Moss named as Church Clerk. Brian Sterbenz resigned as Youth Di-

rector. 

 August 14 – Jimmy James called as Music Director. 

 September 4 – Church donates $1,000.00 to Bryan Baptist Association to help with 

expenses for hurricane victims at Falls Creek. 

 October 12 – First Senior breakfast at Choctaw Inn with 11 in attendance. Repairs 

to begin on Annex at no cost to church. 

 November 6 – Don Ford ordained as Minister (Robinson Baptist Church). 

2006 

 January 11 – Church approves recommendation for Danny Jones as Youth Director. 

 April 5 – Church purchases video projector unit. 

 November – Bruce Almy resigns as pastor. 

 December 24 – John Heath called as Interim Pastor, beginning January 7, 2007. 

2007 

 January 17 – Church workday set for first Saturday after monthly business meeting. 

Church business meeting moved to second Wednesday of each month. 

 May 9 – New pew cushions were purchased for the sanctuary, also new pulls for 

the fans. Floor in Annex tiled. 

 July 11 – Regular business meeting changed from monthly to quarterly. 

 August 5 – Linda Elam named Music Leader. 

 September 12 – Men‘s breakfast each third Sunday of the month very successful. 

 October 21 – Mike Allen replaces Jill Siebman as Church Pianist after she resigns. 

2008 

 January 9 – James Moss was elected as a candidate for deacon and church ap-

proved him by ballot on January 13, 2008. 

 January 27 – Ordination service for James Moss as deacon. 
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 July 23 – New carpet for church foyer. 

 October 1 – Church decides to prepare one monthly meal at Families Feeding Fami-

lies. 

 October 15 – The attic of the Annex was insulated. 

2008 – 2009 – Women‘s Ministries completed five Bible Studies. 

2009 

 January 20 – Pastor John Heath will have a Coffee Fellowship at the Annex on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 – 12:00. 

 February 4 – Church prepares first meal at Families Feeding Families. The first 

Wednesday of each month. 

 April 8 – Senior Citizen group began attending Roadrunners‘ luncheon. 

 June – First Baptist Church of Platter begins a Children‘s Church Ministry following 

Vacation Bible School. Church bus ministry was also established.  

 October 14 – A new sign showing church name and direction to church erected at 

Platter Road and Leavenworth.  

2010 

 January 13 – Church voted to replace church roof and steeple. Annex will also be 

remodeled and painted inside. A new door for the garage will also be installed. 

 April 11 – New roof and steeple installed. 

 April 28 – Church provided a Graduation dinner for our High School Seniors. 
 

† † † 

Roberta Baptist Church 

Roberta Baptist Church 

was organized on May 6, 

1900 according to the first 

volume of CO-OPERATING 

CHURCHES UNDER GOD. 

More of its early beginnings 

can be read there. This vol-

ume begins in 1976 when 

there was no pastor listed in the Bryan Baptist Association‘s Annual Handbook. John 

Woods came in 1977 and stayed through 1980. Roy White was called to serve in Octo-

ber, 1981 and served until his death January 12, 1989. During his tenure, he preached 

the sermon at an Annual Meeting.  

Dale Ballard was pastor from 1989 through 2000. Dale preached the Annual Ser-
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mon at the Bryan Baptist Association‘s 1995 Annual Meeting. In 2001, Bud Jenkins be-

came the pastor and is still, as of this writing.  

While Roy White was pastor, the church voted to begin a building program for a 

new church. The members agreed; with the stipulation that the building be debt free 

when it was completed. Members began giving toward that end. 

On January 10, 1990 work began on the present building. Leon Daniel was named 

supervisor of the building project. 

Roberta Baptist Church members met for the first time in the new building on Sun-

day, April 14, 1991, with services being held in the Fellowship Hall. (The sanctuary was 

not yet completed.) 

On Sunday morning, September 6, 1992, the first service was held in the new 

sanctuary. Brother Dale Ballard, pastor, did the preaching that day. On November 4, 

1992, Leon Daniel reported that all the work was completed.  

Dedication services were held on Sunday, November 8, 1992, at 2:00 p.m. with 

Brother Sam Vinall delivering the dedication message. 

On Sunday, October 23, 1994, 2:00 P.M., the Church ordained as Deacons, Dan 

Daniel, and Bob Shepard. 

On Wednesday evening, July 12, 1996, the first service was held in the Church with 

new pews in place. 

March 4, 2002, we began the Multi-purpose building with Bob and JoAnn Moore, 

mission volunteers, serving as Building Superintendents. During the month of May the 

Campers on Mission volunteers helped by constructing the framing and stairs.  

On April 7, 2002, the church ordained Jackie Robinson to the Gospel Ministry and 

Clyde Wayne Robinson a Deacon.  

The Multi-purpose building was completed in the fall of 2003. The first Annual BBA 

Men and Boys Wild-game cook-off was held there in January, 2004. The BBA Annual 

Meeting was held in the Multi-purpose building September 21-22, 2004, with Sam Por-

ter as speaker. 

The church sponsored a Missions Fair in the new building, which was a success. 

Among the organizations setting up displays were: The Pregnancy Center from Durant, 

FBC; Oklahoma Baptist Home for Girls; Families Feeding Families; Baptist Collegiate 

Ministries from SOSU; and Operation Christmas Child. 

The church joins with Bennington to supply a meal for the BCM one time each se-

mester. 

 

† † † 
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Robinson Baptist Church 

The beginning of the Robinson Baptist Church started in the Robinson School 

house in the early 1940‘s. It became a member of the Bryan Baptist Association in 

1947. The history from then until now is recorded in the first volume of CO-

OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD. 

S.B. Lowery was pastor in 1976 and stayed until 1981. Alvin Franklin was the Music 

Minster until 1980. 

In 1981, on Saturday and Sunday a two-day reunion was held for former students 

and teachers of Robinson. Around 200 people attended the event. Over the years the 

Lord blessed Robinson Baptist in many ways. We feel the Lord has used a small church 

to reach out and help many families in times of need and troubles with love offerings 

and prayers. Howard Stanley was pastor from 1983 through 1986. Leonard Pearce was 

pastor in 1989 and Leamon Bullard served from 1992 until 1998. On May 14, 1996 the 

church was incorporated. 

Brother Bill Jeter and family served as pastor from 1998 through 2002. In April 

2000 a baptistery was installed and the first baptism was held at Robinson Church. 

Brother Bill baptized over 37 people during his tenure. 

Brother Charles Howard and wife Peggy came as pastor on November 6, 2002. In 

2002 a new 30‘ x 40‘ multi-purpose building was added to the existing fellowship build-

ing. It is used for many functions. Charles Howard stayed until January 30, 2005. 

Brother Don Ford and wife Cindy came as pastor July 5, 2005. He is our current pas-

tor. A new steeple was erected on the church in July 2005. The people of the church 

support and help prepare meals for Families Feeding Families two days a month or 

more. 

Syble Franklin has been the clerk since 1956. She said, ―We have seen many won-

derful, loving, and caring people who served the Lord faithfully and many who are still 

serving. The church has placed a memorial plaque in the sanctuary to honor those 

who served the church, but have gone on to be with the Lord.‖ 
 

† † † 
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Silo Baptist Church 

SEVENTY-NINE YEARS OF MINISTRY AT SILO BAPTIST CHURCH 

―We‘ve Learned To Depend Upon the Lord.‖ 

Silo Baptist church was organized in the old Silo School Building in 1931. J. H. 

Skaggs was ordained as minister and served as pastor from 1931-1933. Charter mem-

bers were Mrs. Lou Slaten, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Skaggs, and Mrs. Frankie Peoples. The 

first deacons were J. S. Slaten and R. L. Lowery. Silo Baptist Church had services only 

once each month in its early years sharing the facilities with other denominations who 

met on rotating Sundays. Silo Baptist became a member of Bryan Baptist Association 

in 1933, just three short years after its organization as a church. The church had a 

membership of fourteen at the time. And the custom at this time was that the church 

would vote each year of whether or not to keep the pastor. 

The Women‘s Missionary Union at Silo Baptist was organized in 1940 with the help 

of the ladies from First Baptist Church of Durant. The first president of the WMU at Silo 

was Mrs. Robbie York. The WMU, begun at Silo in 1940, continues to this day although 

the name has been changed to Baptist Women. These faithful ladies still meet on the 

first Tuesday of each month at the church. Mrs. Reba Dickson currently leads this 

group. 

The same year (1940) that the WMU was formed at Silo the church organized a 

Training Union program, now known as Discipleship Training. The first Director of the 

Training Union was Mr. Arvel Peoples, late husband of Mrs. Lura Peoples who faithfully 

attends Silo Baptist Church to this day along with two of their daughters: Mrs. Sue 

Harlin, who serves a our Church Pianist, and Mrs. Billie Robinson, who serves as our 

Church Secretary. The Church Training program begun in 1940 continues to this day, 
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meeting each Sunday evening at 5:00 with adult classes, youth classes, and a Bible 

Drill program for children. 

Rev. J. D. Hill was called and served as pastor at Silo Baptist from 1942 until 1946. 

It was during his tenure as pastor that the church first began to realize the need for a 

full-time pastor. Brother Hill became the first pastor at Silo to serve in that capacity. 

Also during his pastorate a new church was built to enable the church to have its own 

facility in which to hold weekly services. This new building, dedicated on August 11, 

1946, was located just half a block south of the school building where the church had 

been meeting. Silo Baptist Church had a membership of 86 at the time this new build-

ing was dedicated and was beginning to grow at a steady pace. 

Another milestone for Silo Baptist Church came in 1953, during the ministry of Rev-

erend T. H. Maxberry. That year the church built its first parsonage enabling their min-

ister to actually be on the field and be a part of the community of Silo. The church was 

now well on its way towards growth and ministry as they began to recognize their 

need to have a minister in the community and the opportunities that would afford for 

outreach and growth. And that is just what happened. Brother T. H. Maxberry served 

as pastor from 1953 to 1954 followed by Reverend Morris Brock, who served from 

1955 to 1958. The church experienced a period of real growth during this time. This 

prompted a building addition to the church facility to accommodate Silo‘s growing fam-

ily of faith. Brother Brock had a great heart for young people and it was under his min-

istry that the church at Silo first began to catch the vision of youth ministry. During 

Brother Brock‘s ministry at Silo many teenagers began to get involved in the church 

and they became the largest segment of the church. The fruits of that ministry are felt 

to this day as many of those youth made commitments to full-time Christian service. 

One of those is the Reverend Joe Don Smith who has successfully pastored numerous 

churches in Oklahoma, Missouri, and Texas. Many others faithfully serve to this day as 

Deacons, Sunday School Teachers, and faithful church members. 

By the time the mid-1960‘s rolled around the church was beginning to feel the 

need for a bigger building and more space. Roy Lee Dittmar became the pastor in 

1966 and served until 1974. During Brother Dittmar‘s pastorate the church proceeded 

to grow, plan, and give toward a new facility to house their now growing family of 

faith. On July 4, 1971, groundbreaking services were held to signal the beginning of 

construction on a new church building located at our present site. Those serving on 

this building committee were; George Harlin (father of J. D. Harlin and grandfather of 

Steve Harlin), James Speers, Raymond Hammel (late husband of Mattie Hammel), 

Howard Slaten (brother of Nancy Ballard), Robert Johns (still serving as Deacon at Silo 

Baptist), Kenneth Cole, and Wendell Peoples (still serving as Deacon at Silo Baptist 
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Church). This building continues to serve the church as a Fellowship Hall, Church 

Kitchen, Nursery Facility, and Children‘s Educational Classrooms. The Student Ministry 

of Silo Baptist Church also utilizes this building each Wednesday evening for worship 

and ministry.  

Following the completion of this new building Silo Baptist Church began to experi-

ence continued and steady growth under the leadership of Reverend Roy Lee Dittmar, 

who resigned in 1974.  

In 1975 the church called Reverend Larry Sparks as pastor. It was during Brother 

Sparks‘s ministry at Silo that the church began to catch the vision once again for a 

more extensive youth ministry, a very successful ministry that continues to this day at 

Silo Baptist Church. The first paid youth minister called to serve at Silo Baptist was 

called to serve a dual-ministry position, Minister of Music and Youth, and in 1975 the 

church called Brother Monty Montgomery to that position. Brother Monty served in that 

capacity for about a year and then resigned as the Youth Minister in order to just focus 

and serve as Music Minister at Silo, and the church called Brother Joey Lansdale to 

serve as Minister of Youth. Since that day Silo Baptist has had a long and successful 

ministry to young people with tremendous and sometimes overwhelming growth in the 

youth department especially beginning in the late 1990‘s under the ministry of Rever-

end Jared McIntire. The great success of that ministry can be seen today in the minis-

try of our current Minister of Youth, Brother Wesley Clark, who serves in a full-time 

capacity. 
 

Early in her history, music and worship became a marked feature of ministry at Silo 

Baptist Church. Brother Arvel Peoples served as Music Director for many years and un-

der Brother Arvel‘s direction the first choir was formed. Brother Arvel Peoples was fol-

lowed for a short time by Reverend Roger Speers, who now pastors at Kemp Baptist 

Church. Following Brother Roger, Brother James Speers, Roger‘s father, took the posi-

tion of Music Director at Silo. Brother Monty Montgomery was next, and served as the 

first paid Minister of Music, followed by Brother Gene Jackson, who served as Minister 

of Music at Silo from 1979-1980. In June of 1982, under the pastorate of Reverend Joe 

Dee Ray, the church called Brother Alton Lynch to serve as Minister of Music. Under 

Brother Alton‘s ministry the music of Silo Baptist Church became well known and rec-

ognized with tremendous presentations of worship, inspiration, and outreach through 

music. The Christmas presentations, Easter presentations, and other special musical 

events that are enjoyed at Silo Baptist Church were begun under Brother Alton‘s minis-

try at Silo and are second to none. The church was extremely blessed during Brother 

Alton‘s 25 year tenure at Silo to enjoy the talents and gifts that he brought each week 

in our worship services through special music and a choir that feature as many as 25 
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sectioned voices. Brother Alton resigned to pursue other ministry opportunities in the 

Spring of 2008 and the church soon after made the decision to create two positions to 

fulfill the musical and worships need of Silo Baptist Church. Wayland Shirey, an active 

member and deacon of Silo Baptist Church, with a rich baritone/bass voice that had 

blessed the church for years was soon hired as the Praise and Worship Minister; and 

Nancy Johnson, also an active member and pastor‘s wife, with her many musical gifts 

that include facilitating choirs was hired to the position of Director of Choirs. Without 

missing a beat these two went to work carrying on the rich musical and worship tradi-

tions at Silo Baptist Church and they continue to lead the music ministry at Silo to this 

day. Silo is also blessed with very talented and gifted people who lend support to the 

music ministry: Sue Harlin as Church Pianist, whose father (Brother Arvel Peoples) was 

one of the first Music Directors of the church; Mrs. Sherry Harlin as Church Organist, 

who also serves as Church Clerk and whose husband (Steve Harlin) faithfully serves as 

a Deacon; Brother Gary McLarry and his son, Brother Quentin McLarry, who operate a 

sound, lighting, and multi-media ministry that is truly exceptional; and the numerous 

vocal talents that make up the Silo Worship Choir. Silo is a very blessed church musi-

cally, and these gifts are being shared weekly to the glory of God to lift up the name 

of Jesus. 

Reverend Joe Dee Ray was called as pastor of Silo Baptist Church in November of 

1981. The church at Silo had always had a heart for missions at home and around the 

world. Many of the previous pastors at Silo had gone on to serve on the mission field. 

Reverend Minor Davidson, who served at Silo from 1950 to 1951, had left Silo to serve 

as a missionary in Malaysia. Reverend T. H. Maxberry, who served as pastor at Silo 

from 1953 to 1955, left Silo to become the Associational Missionary for Bryan County. 

Reverend Clifford Bynum, who served as pastor at Silo from 1965-1966, left Silo to go 

to work for the Home Mission Board. But it was under the ministry of Reverend Joe 

Dee Ray that the church at Silo began to heighten its mission emphasis, raising its 

missions giving to 20% for the Cooperative Program and 5% for Associational Mis-

sions. Also, under Brother Ray‘s leadership Silo Baptist Church began to take its mem-

bership on Mission Trips, traveling to Alaska to do door-to-door survey work, hosting a 

Vacation Bible School, and conducting Revival Services in the evening. A new church 

was formed from this trip. Also under Brother Ray‘s leadership plans began to be laid 

for a mission trip to Guatemala City, Guatemala. Brother Ray resigned in October of 

1989, but was able to participate in this trip with membership from Silo Baptist Church 

and Silo‘s new pastor, Reverend Thomas Woodson. Brother Woodson came to Silo 

Baptist Church in February of 1990, and in 1991 the trip to Guatemala was underway 

with Revival Services each evening, and during the day the men did construction work 
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on a church and the ladies conducted a Clown Ministry in the local schools. The next 

mission trip by Silo would come under the ministry of Reverend Bobby Gilstrap, who 

served as pastor at Silo from November, 1993, to April of 1996. In 1994, under 

Brother Bobby‘s leadership, the church would sponsor a Mission Trip to Rosharon, 

Texas to conduct Backyard Bible Clubs, Revival Services, and Door-to-Door Surveying 

and Witnessing. Today, Brother Bobby and his wife, Brenda, serve as North American 

Missionaries up in the Ohio area. The rich tradition of mission emphasis at Silo Baptist 

Church continues and grows to this day with giving to missions remaining as high as 

20% for the Cooperative Program and 5% for Associational Missions, and with yearly 

mission trips to Mexico and San Antonio, Texas and numerous individuals going on 

personal mission trips. The church also plays host to numerous Missionaries yearly 

with special offerings being collected for their work. Silo is also involved in local mis-

sion projects such as Nursing Home Ministry at Four Seasons Nursing Home and Oak 

Ridge Manor Nursing Center, and Families Feeding Families. At times Silo has helped 

Iglesia Bautista Hispanic Mission and until recently, gave monthly to Sunset Cove Min-

istry. Missions continue to be an important part of the vision and purpose of Silo Bap-

tist Church. The WMU, began in 1940, continues to this day with Mrs. Reba Dickson as 

leader. The Training Union, begun in the same year, still meets each Sunday Evening. 

In 1996, Silo Baptist Church called Dr. David Whitlock as pastor. Dr. Whitlock was a 

bi-vocational minister splitting his time between the church and also serving as Depart-

ment Chair for the School of Business at Southeastern Oklahoma State University. Dr. 

Whitlock was a very gifted preacher and leader for the church during a time of tre-

mendous growth, especially in the youth department. Under his leadership the church 

quickly outgrew its facilities and the pressing need to build again faced the church. By 

1998 a new building was underway and the present worship and educational facilities 

that we enjoy at Silo quickly came into being. By 1999, the new facility was completed 

and the church was ready to move in as Dr. Whitlock left to a new bi-vocational work 

in Missouri. Reverend Gerald Tidwell, longtime and very gifted minister, preacher and 

pastor, came on at Silo as Interim Pastor to help the church through this transitional 

time into a new building and preparation for a new pastor. Brother Gerald began the 

task of providing leadership to the church as they now faced the tremendous debt of a 

new building and no pastor. In October of 2000, the church called Reverend Buddy 

Johnson as pastor and he continues to serve in that position to this day. During his 

tenure the church has miraculously returned to its debt-free status through a ―777 

Campaign‖ that saw the building debt retired in only 777 days. This culminated in an 

inspiring ―Day of Jubilee Celebration‖ in November of 2004, where every member of 

Silo Baptist Church got to burn a piece of the building note. Today, Silo Baptist Church 
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continues to strive to serve our wonderful Lord through worship, Bible preaching and 

teaching, prayer ministry, fellowship, and outreach in a debt-free worship facility.  

Through 79 years of ministry at Silo Baptist Church, God has been good as He has 

blessed the church through challenging times and through good times. There have 

been moments when as a church family, Silo has cried together, laughed together, 

struggled together, celebrated together, and through it all we have learned to depend 

upon our faithful Lord. To God be all glory! 
 

PASTORS OF SILO BAPTIST CHURCH (since 1976):  
 

 1975-1977  Larry Sparks 

 1978-1981  Tom Lazenby 

 1981-1989  Joe Dee Ray 

 1990-1993  Thomas Woodson 

 1993-1996  Bobby Gilstrap 

 1996-1999  David Whitlock 

 2000-present  Buddy Johnson 

submitted by Buddy Johnson 

 

† † † 

 

Utica Baptist Church 

Jay Perry is currently 

our pastor and has been 

for the last 22 YEARS. 

Tony Simmons, York 

Mitchell, and Ottis 

Mitchell are deacons.  

Charla Hutchison is 

our current treasurer 

and has been from 2004. From 1976, treasurers have been June Anderson and Becky 

Simmons. Regina Clinton served from 1999 to 2004. 

Maudel Williams served as clerk from 2006 to present. From 1976, clerks have 

been: Betty Arnold, Tammi Perry, Betty Roberson, and Jan Barfield. 

Regina Clinton has been Music Director from 2005 to present. From 1976, Music 

Directors have been: Russ Hilderbrand, Betty Stout, Donna Dow, Lon Bolin, and Steve 

Dow. 

Sunday School teachers serving now are: Jay Perry, Myrtle Fay Carr, June Ander-
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son, Maudel Williams, Tony Simmons, Deanna Mitchell, and Becky Simmons. Past 

teachers have been: Peggy Mitchell, Lon Bolen, Cora Mitchell, Sue Ann Simmons, Alice 

Hargrove, Arvela Martin, Judy Mitchell, Wes Barfield, and Tammi Perry. 

In 1996 we started work on a Sunday School Building, which has 10 rooms and two 

bathrooms.  

In 2000 work began on our new sanctuary. 

The year 2000 also marked the biggest growth our church has seen: 46 individuals 

either joined by statement, letter, or baptism.  
 

† † † 

 

Wade Baptist Church 

 

Pastors: Johnny Young 1976 – 1978 

   Ernest Potter 1978 – 1988 

   Charles Williams 1988 – present 
 

Clerks:  Mrs. Kenneth Morton 1976 

             Lucille Hauk 1977 –1985 

              Lucille Clark  1986 

              Joyce Morton 1987 – 1988 

              Janice Roberts 1990 – 2005 

             Gaylene Wells  2006 – present 
 

Chairman of Deacons: Johnny Mize from 1976 to 1984, after that there has been 

no chairman listed. 
 

Music Ministers:  Johnny Mize       1976 – 1984 

                             Janice Roberts     1988 – present 
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                             Mary Edwards     1986 
 

Treasurers:          Johnny Mize          1976 

                            Bill Oden                 1977 

                             Johnny Mize          1978 – 1984 

                           Jane Dunegan         1985 – 2005 

                            Glenda Crocker      2005 – present 
 

Secretaries: Lucille Hauk           1988 

                            Jane Dunegan        1989 – 2005 

                            Gaylene Wells       2005 – 2008 

                            Glenda Crocker     2009 – present 
 

The congregation has dwindled considerably. Many of the people of Wade have 

moved away to find jobs or gone to be with the Lord.  

1976 – Johnny Young was ordained. Additions of two bathrooms were added to the 

front part of the building. We started building the parsonage. Some classrooms were 

added. The value of the property was insured for $30,000. We had a debt of $4,000. 

Robert Dewoody was ordained. 

1981 – We had one revival. 

1982 – We had one revival and one baptism. There are about 49 in the congrega-

tion. 

1984 – There are about 43 in the congregation with about 24 attending regularly. 

1985 – Average attendance has dropped to about 20. Jane Dunegan serving as 

Secretary/Treasurer and the debt has been paid off. We made a donation of $1,290 to 

the Children‘s Home. The pastor‘s salary is $6,500. 

1986 – Messengers to the Executive Board Meeting are: Jane Dunegan, Mary Ed-

wards, Lucille Hauk, Mamie Sangster, Pearl Calhoun, Opal Buford, and Reverend & 

Mrs. Potter. Our Chairman of Deacons, John Mize died; there has never been another. 

1987 – We added central heat and air to the building. 

1988 – The value of the property is now $120,000. Resident members are 46 with 

about 19 in regular attendance. 

1989 – The property has increased in value to $127,000. Executive Board Messen-

gers are: Jane Dunegan, Opal Buford, Janice Roberts, Ruby Grimes, Iva Allen, Rever-

end  Charles and Peggy Williams. 

1994 – Attendance continues to gradually decrease. 

2003 – The church body decided to borrow $20,000 to add a larger fellowship hall. 

Pastor Charles Williams and lots of volunteers from the church and surrounding com-

munity did the work. The addition was completed and the loan was paid off two years 
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earlier than what was noted for.  

     Wade Baptist Church does not have a 

baptistery so baptisms are done in the Blue 

River just east of Wade. Those are very spe-

cial times, so lots of people are always there 

to witness the event. 

     Today there are just a few members at-

tending.  

 

† † † 

 

First Baptist Church, Yuba 

     Yuba Baptist Church is believed to have been organized in 1920, with member-

ship of 43 and Sunday School attendance at 62. Other early accounts are in the first 

volume of CO-OPERATING 

CHURCHES UNDER GOD. Tom 

Lazenby became the pastor in 

1976 and stayed until 1977. 

Kerry Smith came for a year in 

1979, then Robert Mills in 1981 

for one year. Finally, Travis L. 

Monday was called in 1982 and 

stayed until 1985 when Jim Gen-

try came for one year. Warren 

Ballard began his service here in 

1987 and stayed until 1993. In 

1995, Olen Price was pastor through 2000, then James Spiares came for a year. In 

2004, Joe Smith served until 2006. Marty Hutchings served as Interim Pastor for two 

years and in 2009, Yuba Baptist Church called David Malphrus, who is serving still. 

 
 

† † † 

 

 

Baptismal service in Blue River 
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Churches Disbanded 

*** 

Banty Baptist Church 

Banty Baptist Church was organized in 1969. The pastor in 1976 was Dwight Rob-

inson and Arvil Hatcher was Music Minister. Bob Robinson was pastor from 1978 

through 1983. Charles Williams served as pastor until they disbanded in 1986. 

 

† † † 

 

Covenant Baptist Church 

The Covenant Baptist Church petitioned the Bryan Baptist Association for member-

ship at the April 1, 2002 Executive Board Meeting to be voted on at the Annual Meet-

ing. Tom Anderson was the Interim Pastor until Gerald Kelly came. Gerald resigned on 

August 22, 2004. Director of Missions Terrell Suggs announced at the August 31, 2004 

Executive Board Meeting that the Covenant Baptist Church had voted to disband. The 

funds from the church had been placed in the care of the Bryan Baptist Association to 

hold for three years for use by future Native American work. These funds were held 

until the April 21, 2008, Executive Board Meeting when Gerald Kelly requested that the 

fund to be changed from the Native American Ministries to Ethnic Ministry Fund so it 

could be used for any ethnic group. It was voted on and approved. The fund has since 

been depleted by helping the Hispanic work in the area. 

 

† † † 

 

Old Church, Bennington 

Old Church was officially called the Old Bennington Baptist Church and was organ-

ized in 1915. It became dormant for some time then was reinstated into the Associa-

tion September 23, 1937. You can read more about this in the first volume of CO-

OPERATING CHURCHES UNDER GOD. Noble Norris came in 1975 and was there until 

1978. They celebrated their 65th anniversary in 1979 with no pastor and there was no 

mention of the Old Church in any Associational yearbooks after that.  

 

† † † 
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Churches Withdrawn from Bryan Baptist Association 
 

Reynolds Chapel Baptist Church 

Reynolds Chapel Baptist Church 

was organized as a church in 1944. 

The history from then through 1975 

are in the Volume 1, CO-OPERATING 

CHURCHES UNDER GOD. 
 

1976 – Howard Paul Stanley was pastor. There were 9 baptisms with 34 resident 

members. The value of the church property was $10,100. The Sunday School 

Director was B.J. Phillips and the Music Director was Houston Brooks. Treasurer 

was Reba Phillips and the Clerk was Billy Bob Burgess. 

1977 – Leonard Terry became pastor. B.J. Phillips added Music Director to his duties. 

1979 – The new Sunday School Director is Paul Neal. 

1982 - Paul Neal became the Music Director and Lorene Neal was Treasurer. 

1983 – John Mashburn is the new Sunday School Director. 

1984 – Naomi Wiley was nominated as the new Church Clerk. 

1985 – Ralph Dirickson became the new pastor. 

1986 –Wanda Heurtevant became the Music Director and Church Clerk. John 

Mashburn became the Secretary and Treasurer. 

1987 – Helen Lingerflet was made Church Clerk. 

1988 – Robert Heurtevant became Sunday School Director. 

1989 – Bob McLean was called as pastor and his wife Norma McLean was nominated 

as Secretary/Treasurer. Wanda Heurtevant took on the Church Clerk position. 

1990 – The church now has 37 resident members and had 12 baptisms this year. 

1991 –Naomi Wiley took the Secretary/Treasurer position and John Mashburn took the 

Sunday School Director position. 

1992 –Pauline Cundiff is now the Church Clerk and Secretary and Bill Cundiff is the 

Sunday School Director. 

1993 – Doris Estes became the Church Clerk. 

1994 – Bob McLean left as pastor. Bill Cundiff took the Music Director position and Tri-

cia Stowe took the Church Clerk position. Steve Ammons is now the Sunday 

School Director. 

1995 – Stella Nichols took the Church Clerk position. Reynolds Chapel is still without a 

pastor. 

1996 – Anthony Williams was called as pastor and Wanda Heurtevant took the Music 
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Director‘s position again. 

1997 – Wanda Heurtevant became the Church Clerk and Bob Heurtevant the Sunday 

School Director. 

1998 – Randy Little became the Church Treasurer and Peggy Smith was the Church 

Clerk. We had 6 baptisms this year. 

1999 – The Sunday School Director‘s position went to Glen Marlow. 

2000 – We had 8 baptisms this year with 106 resident members. Eddie Adair became 

the Music Minister and Jimmie Gatlin was the Children‘s Minister. 

2001 – Anthony Williams left as pastor. There were 21 baptisms with 120 resident 

members. 

2002 – Former pastor, Anthony Williams preached the Annual Sermon at the BBA An-

nual Meeting and another former pastor, Bob McLean was the Moderator. 

Roddy Arnold is the new pastor and Beau Earl was called as Youth Minister. 

2003 – Valerie Aplin is the Secretary and Jeana Arnold is VBS Director. Lorene Neal is 

Church Clerk. 

2004 – Wanda Heurtevant took up the Music Minister position again. 

2005 – Roddy Arnold left as pastor. Paul Neal is Music Minister, Margaret Lemke is 

Secretary, VBS Director, and Church Clerk and David Lemke, Sr. is Sunday 

School Director. Carolyn Hargis became the WMU Director. 

2006 – Bob McLean was called back to Reynolds Chapel as pastor. Norma McLean took 

the VBS Director position and Margaret Lemke took the WMU Director position. 

The treasurer is now Travis Smith. 

2007 – Reynolds Chapel Baptist Church, under the leadership of Pastor Bob McLean, 

held a meeting on October 14, 2007 and voted to remove themselves from the 

Bryan Baptist Association‘s membership. 

 

† † † 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

 

Inspiration and wisdom can be gained by reading the history of the early 

years of Bryan Baptist Association and by looking back to the faithful men and 

women who served God through our Association. They set out with the fire of 

God in their hearts, across the meadows and woods; the fastest way they 

could get there with the good news---buggy, wagon or horseback.   

Change has been so drastic in our lifetime that sometimes it is tempting to 

think that if a decade, a generation or a hundred years separate people, they 

have nothing in common. But change has not affected the Great I AM, nor 

abolished the common disease of man, nor altered the Savior of mankind who 

remains the same ―yesterday, today and forever.‖ We have the unchanging 

message of Jesus Christ, the glorious Gospel, in common with those who came 

before us. It is the message of Andrew to his brother Peter some 2000 years 

ago, ―We have found the Christ.‖  

Today, the Christian of 2010 may board an international jet liner with the 

same fire of God in his heart as his forbearers, ready to share Jesus, who is 

the only saving revelation that has ever been or will ever be given to mankind. 

(Acts 4:12). 

Another thing that binds us to our brothers and sisters who preceded us 

in service and in the calling of God is that we have a common foe. He mani-

fests himself in various obstacles, for instance, lack of funds for the missionary 

endeavors in the Choctaw-Chickasaw Association. (This was remedied by Old 

Brother Burns‘ ―ploughing for the money.‖) In our generation, the foe will no 

doubt change tactics. He may spread lies, and he was a liar from the begin-

ning, concerning the inspiration and/or authority of Scripture. Peter tells us to 

―always be ready to give a defense (a reasoned response) to anyone who asks 

you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.‖ (I Peter 

3:15). Just as Old Brother Burns had to struggle to plow each long, hard row, 

Baptists in our generation of service may be called upon to plow the long, hard 

rows of Christian Apologetics. Christian Apologetics simply seek to remove all 
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barriers to unbelief, so that the Gospel can be presented in an intellectually 

appropriate context, guiding the discussion toward the truth of the Gospel. 

The intellectual defense of the Scriptures was not an issue for old Brother 

Burns, but during the next 100 years it could be the issue with which all Chris-

tendom is concerned. One thing is for sure; Christians must respond passion-

ately and perceptively to the questions of seekers, cynics and our own family 

members. 

Our theologians may have to plow the long, hard rows of manuscript re-

search, as well as the study of the original languages of the Scriptures and the 

translation of those Scriptures, in order to give a defense (reasoned response) 

to the questions of a highly educated, gospel-hardened generation. The next 

l00 years could well be a time, unlike any before, when the people of God 

must ―gird up their loins‖ and participate in a spiritual/intellectual battle for the 

truth of the Gospel. The coming century could well be one of those periods in 

history where the dispensing of the Gospel would not only save souls but also 

would salvage our society and our biblically based values. It could be a dan-

gerous time for the Faith, but regardless of the obstacles, Bryan Baptist Asso-

ciation‘s arrow must not miss its mark nor its moment.  

 

† † † 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS 

 

Baptist Associations have a long and very rich history. It may be surprising to many 

to learn that they began in England as early as the mid-1600‘s. Our Baptist forerun-

ners wisely saw their value from the very start. Mutual care among the churches was 

the chief concern in those beginning years. While the function of Associations has 

changed, mutual care remains fundamental to the very concept of the association. 

Missions became a predominant objective around the turn of the 19th century. There-

after, these twin purposes have been foundational to the work of associations. 

Descriptive words that tell how associations have developed historically are interde-

pendence, cooperation and togetherness. Associations help churches in ways no other 

general Baptist body can. The association is concerned with the total life of its mem-

bers. In faithfully fulfilling the biblical purposes of the church, the association exists to 

help. The association is a network of relationships through which churches give and 

receive assistance.   

From the beginning our great God has wonderfully blessed the Bryan Baptist Asso-

ciation. As we celebrate our 100th anniversary there is grand cause for praise and 

thanksgiving. Through these many years, countless heroes of the faith have held high 

the name of Christ and boldly declared His gospel. Our Lord has been pleased to call 

out thousands that have loved His name. They have evangelized, discipled, and 

planted our churches. They have passed the mantle of Christian ministry on to us. 

I am extremely grateful to be a part of and cooperate with a people called South-

ern Baptists…more particularly Oklahoma Baptists…more particularly Bryan County 

Baptists. I am a Baptist by conviction, not by tradition or simply that I was raised that 

way. I believe the Baptist way to be the biblical way. This year it is our great honor 

and privilege to celebrate our heritage. Let‘s do so with deepest heartfelt gratitude, 

first of all to God, and then to those, who through sacrificial service, strong conviction, 

and perseverance in the faith, have given us what we have today.       

The following is the Bryan Baptist Association MISSION STATEMENT. We use the 

word MISSIONS in an easily remembered acrostic to ever remind ourselves, especially 

on this historic occasion, what we are all about:   

As co-workers on-mission together with God, we as the Bryan Baptist Association 

serve and help equip individuals and churches in building the Kingdom of God. We do 

this by seeking to:  
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Model mission involvement – Isaiah 6:1-9; John 20:19-23 

Instruct in missions education – Acts 20:17-38; Matthew 28:18-20 

Strategize in doing missions – Revelation 3:7-8; Acts 16:7-10 

Supply resources for those on-mission – Luke 15:8-10; II Corinthians 9:6-15 

Intercede for those on-mission – Matthew 6:10; Colossians 4:2-4, 12 

Overcome hindrances to missions – I Corinthians 9:12, 16:9 

Nourish missions mentality – Psalm 2:8; 22:27-28; 67:1-7; Acts 1:8 

Seek first the Kingdom of God – Matthew 6:33; Romans 14:17 

 

If we would understand the work of the Association even better, it is important to 

also define the work of a Director of Missions.  We can do that with another acrostic: 

Disciple of Christ 

Instructor/teacher 

Resource person 

Evangelist/preacher 

Counselor/consultant 

Trainer/equipper 

Office manger 

Reformer/revivalist 
 

O 

F 
 

Missionary 

Intercessor 

Servant 

Strategist 

Initiator 

Overseer/supervisor 

Nurturer 

Shepherd 

 

May our Lord‘s grace and power ever increase as we continue to move forward in 

His Name and for His glory. 

 

In deepest gratitude, 

Terrell Suggs 
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