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the wisdom they gain from study of
God's Word and prayer. It is a
Christian's obligation to offer up a
Bible-based agenda for the
common good

VOTE VOTE
LET US ENVOKE GOD'S BLESSING ON THE
2008 ELECTION
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Why Should Christians Vote? By Dwayne Hastings

Christians should vote because Jesus tells us in the Bible to be a part of the

process, not apart from it.

Jesus commands His followers to involve themselves in the culture as “salt” and “light” —
bearing the purifying and enlightening force of Scripture—to impact society for good and

for God (Matt. 5:13-16). Informed Christians base their views, and thus their electoral
preferences, on the wisdom they gain from study of God’s Word and prayer. It is a Christian’s
obligation to offer up a Bible-based agenda for the common good.

Christians should vote because our liberties were secured by the blood of our

forbearers in faith early in our nation’s history and have been preserved by the

vigilance of brave men and women who time and time again have defended our

freedoms.

When we exercise our right to vote, we acknowledge our gratefulness for the sacrifice of those
who have gone before us. Contemporary Christians’ lack of involvement in the political process
weakens our voice and threatens to erode our right to bring biblically based views into the policy
arena. John Adams, our nation’s second president, wrote to his wife Abigail in 1775: “It is
Religion and Morality alone which can establish the principles upon which freedom can freely
stand. A patriot must be a religious man.”

Christians should vote because Jesus urged His followers to render unto Caesar

what was Caesar’s (Luke 20:19-26).

Voting is a means by which all citizens, including Christians, exercise their civic responsibilities
under the rights guaranteed in a democracy. In doing so, Christians are acting in obedience to the
Lord’s command. While as Americans we do not have an emperor to whom civic homage is due,
we do have a Constitution within which is made clear our right to have a participatory republic.
For a Christian to sit on his hands during an election is an unconscionable breach of Christ’s
command.

Christians should vote because Christ compels us to voice our biblically derived convictions at
the ballot box, as well as through the mailbox and atop the soapbox.

“For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men”
(1 Pet. 2:15). As Christians, we should be informed voters, not voting a “party line” or simply in
accordance with another’s prescribed agenda. Christians are to look beyond the campaign rhetoric
and artful posturing to uncover the genuine policy positions of the candidates.

From the board room to the ballot box, every Christian has unique cpportunities to voice

his faith-based convictions and advocate positions that signal his faith in the providential

care ¢f God.

Christians should vote because the innocent, the indigent, and the unborn need a defender.
“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8). We are standing
squarely on Scripture when we support candidates who advocate public policy that protects innocent
human life, cares for the oppressed, and provides equal justice for the accused.

Christians should vote because as we exercise our civic right we have the opportunity

to advocate policy positions that signal our faith in the providential care of God.

We exhibit our trust in God as we support candidates whose public policy positions may not directly
benefit us but offer relief to others in greater need. “Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth” (Col. 3:2).

Our positions on the issues may run counter to the whims of the population at large as we emphasize
policies that address the needs of others, placing our own interests subservient to the public good.
Since our neighbors may well take notice of our selflessness, we are witnessing to our abiding faith
in God.

Christians should vote because as we involve ourselves in the electoral and public
policy process, we pray for our leaders.

Because Jesus has charged us to carry our faith into the public square, we bear a

necessary obligation to both pray for our leaders and plead for policy that is under

girded by scriptural principles. “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession, and
thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim. 2:1-2).

(I could not have said it better myself)

Ray D. Davis
Associational Missionary
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Financial Report

YEARTO YEAR TO
CHURCH SEPTEMBER|  DATE CHURCH SEPTEMBER| DATE
ANGELS WAY $464.88 $4.772.21 | | ANGELS WAY $75.00 $825.00
ANTIOCH $133.56 1 $1,524.01 | |ANTIOCH $25.00 $300.00
BARTON_CHAPEI $100.00 $1,200.00| | BARTON CHAPEI $25.00 $300.00
BECK SPUR $1,446.51 | $9.484.96 | BECK SPUR $289.30 | $1.896.98
BURNT CANE $0.00 $783.60 | CHERRYVALLEY $28553 | $5104.49
CALVARY $263.00 | $299200 | |COLT $0.00 $480.00
CHERRYVALLEY $28553 | $4.004.49 | CORNERSTONE $82.64 $1,001.32
COLT [ Yalata) ¢o5n 00 | ICRAWFORDSVILLE $0.00 $312.00
LT $0. $950.
|COMMUNITY $138.48 $876.80 | [CROSSROADS $0.00 $50.00
CORNERSTONE $826.42 | $10.013.18 | [EARLE $100.00—$45200.00
CRAWEORDSVILLE $0.00 | $1,057.23 | [EAST $0-00 $461.46
ARASS ROANS $0.00.| $1.600.00 EMMANLUEL $421.02 | $5150.37
CARLE $165.00.| $1.980.00 EAIR OAKS $57.55 $646.70
FAITH $28 86 $180.57
EAST $0.00 $461.46 P=S- >
EITZGERALD $0.00 $600.00
EMMANUEL $631.53 1 $6.82406 - e
’ EORREST CITYFIRST $83.33 | $1.000.00
FAIR OAKS $57.55 $646.70 ’
? A GLADDEN $200.00 | $1.200.00
EAITH $25075| $161806
¥ $ GOOD HOPE $25.00 $300.00
EITZGERALD $64255 1 $7 18443
’ HARRIS CHAPEL $25.00 $525.00
FORRESTCITY $0-00 $25.00+ ||\ GRAMBL VD. $25.00 $300.00
FORREST CITY, FIRST $483.33 | $5,800.00 |\ san1c0N $10.00 $120.00
GLADDEN $293.20 1 $1,573.77 | \uDWAY $89.00 | $1.061.00
GOOD HOPE $100.00 | $1.200.001 |p|NE TREE $25.00 $300.00
GOODWIN $145.50 1 $1.973.78 |p| EASANT HILI $100.00 $300.00
HARRIS CHAPEL $214.00-1 $2,410.00 | RIDGEVIEW $271.00 | $3.198.45
HORSESHOQE LAKE $50.00 $600.00 RIDGEWOOD $0.00 $1,200.00
HUGHES FIRST $100.00 | $1.200.00| [SHELL L AKE $27512 $1,831.73
HYDRICK $226.56 1 $1210.83 | [UNION AVE. $420.99 | $5.178.79
IMMANUEL $0.00 $0.00 | |VALLEY VIEW $0.00 $0.00
INGRAMBLVD. $198.00 1 $2.082.17 | [VANNDALE $120.00 $780.00
MADISON $90.58 $973.20 | WIDENER $50.00 $250.00
MARION $4!021'qn $1q”7gq.g1 WYNNE $271 .66 $1,528.40
MIDWAY $134.00 1 $1 59046 | [MISSION-RECHPTS $3,381.00 | $37,582.26
MORTON $34.93 $398.69 MISC. - RECEIPTS $7,750.33 1 $55,797.26
NEW HOPE BAPTIST $0.00 $0.00 | | TOTAL RECEIPTS $11,131.33 | $93,379.52
ONE-ACCORD $79.00—$898.00 — ASSOCIATIONAL REPORT
PALESTINE $55.00 $371.00 Beginnmg—Bal-OQ,ZOJJOS €17 922 28
hd y
PARKIN $1QQ.RR $1,QQ7.QQ Mission Rnr\nipfe $15.646.35
PINE TREE $110.02- [ $1,243.97 | |Misc. Receipts $1,286.88
PLEASANTHILL $257.12 | $3,282.32 | | Accountable Funds $34,866.51
RIDGEVIEW $27‘! 00 $Q’1 98 45 | [Less prnncnc $11.897 .44
RIDGEWOQOD $0.001 $5528.70 | |Ending Balance 09/31/08| $22,969.07
SHELL LAKE $137.56 $3,250.78-| ———————CAMP REPORT
TILTON $0.00 $0-00- |Beginning Bal 09/01/08 - $24,510.05
had ¥
TURRELI $871.00 $871.001 [Mission Rnr\nipfc $3,381.00
UNION AVENUE $420.99 1 $5178.79 | |Misc. Receipts $7.750.33
VALLEY VIEW $0.00 $0.00| |[Accountable Funds $35,641.38
VANNDALE $323.73 | $2.683.47 | |Less Expenses $5,101.85
WEST MEMPHIS FIRST $920.29 | $10,998.13 | -Ending Balance 09/31/08,-$30,539-53
WEST MEMPHIS FIRST $92029 1 $10.998 1 5
WHEATLEY $0.00 $0.00
WIDENER $505.00 | $1522 56| [Camp LoanIndebtness | $12,834.87
WYNNE $0.00 . $7.208.36
i i i Acc $1.091.72
Acc $1,091.72
CHURCHES RECEIPTS | $15,646.35 $141,014.22 | [Reserve Savings Acc $5,703.33
Misc. Recipts $1,286.88 | $2,036.88 | [Camp-Savings-Acc $1,113.95
TOTAL RECEIPTS $16,933.23 $143,051.10 | [DisasterSavings-Acc $2,245.84

Thanks for your partnersh’p in ministry.




This year's Associational
Christmas Banquet will be
& held December 1st at Angels
| Way Baptist Church in
Marion, at 6:30 p.m.

**RSVP by November 24th!

plouthiRally

: November 3rd

Place: Forrest City First Baptist
Time: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
"Hour of Power"

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
o)) 4 \f@ﬁ’b’ﬁm STMAS

The deadline for Operation Christmas Child is
November 19thl Please bring your wrapped shoe
oxes to the associational office. Call 23%-2175

for more info!

Crossroads, Emmanuel, Goodwin,
Widener, Vanndale, Faith

6 Churches Without Pastors: é I 19

From The Pastor




Rulpitt Supply Vit

Name Phone Number
Carl Baldwin 870-238-4361
Charles Bradley 870-295-3497
Wes Beavers 370-581-2102
Danny Berryhill 901-385-8388
David Birkhead 870-238-4625
Gary Crawford 870-238-4544
Richard Delcoure 870-732-2272
James Dollahite 870-739-1336
George Fink 870-208-8777
John Finn 870-400-0059
Bob Freudiger 901-277-0122
Danny Gentry 870-761-7018
Matthew Justice 870-317-5026

Jeff Malone 901-465-8812
Walter Phelps 870-295-2374
Ralph Pipkin 870-633-2599
Larry Revelle 901-872-2962
David Smith 901-737-0094
John Smith 901-634-5465

Jim Watkins 901-846-1976

Bill Watt 870-792-9033




THiS year'S aNNuaL MeetiNg coNSiSted oF 83
MeSSeNgers FroM 26 cHurcHeS WitH 3 quests. We
appreciate aLL WHo atteNded aNd participated iN
TTi-CouNty BaptiSt ASSocialioN'S ANNUaL MeetiNg.

g7/ YOUTH RALLY
:55| REPORT
2 % October 6th
% Cornerstone
: Baptist Church
ig’ < e g Youth: 106
% : % Eg L Total: 130




