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God is knocking on your door! 

 Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.”  
 
Folks, have you ever gone to a house and knocked on the door and no one answered. You see cars in the 
driveway. You can hear the T.V. blaring, the stereo is booming from upstairs, the dog is barking, the children 
are screaming and no one can hear you knocking. How frustrated do you get? Do you bang on the door   
harder, do you call out? Yet still no one answers you. How mad do you get? They don’t want to answer the 
door. Just think how God must feel when we, His children, are too busy to answer His knock on our hearts. 
How must He hurt, when He is trying to get our attention and we refuse to answer?  
Everyday God knocks on the door of our heart. Some will answer, some don’t. If you are a child of God, I 
want to bring something to your attention. God does not want to be second place on your list of things to do. 
No! He says that He wants to be first place! Before yourself, your family, your job, your hobbies, your      
favorite television shows, before anything else, God wants to be first.  
God is be the most important priority of our lives. When we don’t place God first, we will not hear Him 
knocking. Always remember what’s important and what is eternal.” So many get their priorities mixed up. 
They are not concerned about eternal life. In 1979, I received Christ while watching Billy Graham. In 1989, I 
rededicated my life to Christ. When I put Jesus first in my life, that's when I started hearing from God.  
 
God Hears Our Knocking.  
Luke 11:9-10 “And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that    
knocketh it shall be opened.” 
How does God respond to our knock? Even when we gripe and complain, God stills answers when we knock 
at His door. He is not asleep. He is not in bed, nor is he watching TV., or jamming on the radio. He is never 
to busy to answer when we call. Even when we fail Him, God still wants to answer our prayers.         
                                    
It Is His Desire To Speak To Us!  
Isaiah 65:24 “And it shall come to pass that, before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, 
I will hear.”  
God wants to have that close personal relationship with us. He wants to talk with us. He wants to be our 
friend. There are those who say that God does not answer prayers, that He no longer performs miracles. We 
do not always serve a yes God, sometimes God’s answer is “No”. Our problem is that we don’t want to take 
no for the answer. Over the years, I have learned that some of the best answers that God has ever given to my 
prayers has been no. God knows what is best for us.  
Let us not be like the man who was lost in the deep woods. Later in describing the experience, he told how 
frightened he was and how he had prayed for deliverance. Later someone asked, “Did God answer your  
prayer?” “Oh no!” was the response “Before God had a chance, a guide came along and showed me the 
way.” Was that prayer really unanswered? Or did God do what He promised in Isaiah 65:24 answering     
before He was called. What have you asked God for? How did God answer your prayer?  
Maybe the reason why we haven’t seen God’s answer to our prayers is because we haven’t been looking for 
it. Or, maybe, we have seen God’s answer and don’t recognize it as God’s answer because it is not what we 
want. But, God says that if we seek Him, we will find Him. To seek means to look for. That means we have 
to stop giving lip service to God and start serving God.   



Missionary Annie Walker Armstrong (1850-1938)- You are encouraged to support the Annual North Ameri-
can Offering. Annie was a servant of God, a contagious advocate and supporter of mission efforts throughout the world. 
She led women to unite in mission endeavors that ultimately led to the formation of Woman's Missionary Union, for 
which she served as the first corresponding secretary. Annie believed in Christ with all her heart, but it was her hands 
that expressed that belief in tangible ways. She spent a great amount of time typing and handwriting letters in support of  
missions. Many of these letters were quite lengthy and all were filled with conviction that more could and should be 
done in our mission efforts.  In 1893 alone, she wrote almost 18,000 letters! Annie also never hesitated to use her hands 
to reach out to hug a child or distribute food and clothing and the Word of God to those in need. Her hands held her own 
Bible as she studied to know how best to share God’s love with others. And, most importantly, Annie was a woman of 
prayer, folding her hands in prayer to intercede for the missionaries and their efforts to reach others for Christ.  

Why give to Annie Armstrong? Because three of four people in North America are lost. One hundred percent of dollars 
given to the AAEO go to support over 5,000 missionaries and their ministries in the United States and Canada. 
Don't miss this opportunity! During this time, your church will be celebrating the North American Missions Emphasis 
through video segments, special prayer emphasis and special worship/messages.  
North American Missionaries, though their stories and methods are different, share a common urgency for sharing the 
gospel with North America. Whether it is starting new churches, meeting the needs of the homeless, leading worship at a 
ski resort, or leading Back Yard Bible clubs, missionaries depend on the faithful prayers and generosity of Christians. 
Please pray for our missionaries and give generously to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. 

When we pray, we must be ready to accept God’s answer whether it is a yes or no. To be a seeker means that 
you are also a server, you can’t have your eyes on God and not serve Him. When Dr. W.A. Criswell, pastor of 
the largest Baptist Church in North America, was preaching at a Baptist Church in Chicago, he was entertained 
at the home of Deacon, who was the superintendent of the Sunday school and founder of Kraft foods. Kraft 
said that, as a young man, he had a desire to be the most famous manufacturer and salesman of cheese in the 
world. He planned on becoming rich and famous by making and selling cheese. He began as a young man with 
a little buggy pulled by a pony named Paddy. After making his cheese, he would load his wagon and he and 
Paddy would drive down the streets of Chicago to sell the cheese. As the months passed, the young Kraft m 
began to despair because he was not making money, in spite of his long hours and hard work. One day, he 
pulled his pony to a stop and began to talk to him. He said “Paddy, there is something wrong. We are not    
doing it right. I am afraid we have things turned around and our priorities are not where they ought to be.  
Maybe we ought to serve God and place Him first in our life.” Kraft then drove home and made a covenant 
that for the rest of his life he would first serve God and then would work as God directed. Many years after 
this, Dr. Criswell heard James Kraft say, “I would rather be a layman in the Church than to head the greatest 
corporation in America. My first job is serving Jesus.”  
Is our first job serving Jesus? Are we knocking?  If you knock on God’s door, He will answer it before the 
sound of the first knock can be heard. Do we pray enough? Who and what do we pray about? Do you pray for 
others who we are concerned about? Does our job, family, meetings, or hobbies keep us from knocking on 
God’s door?  
Everything we need for spiritual success has been promised to us. Today, God is knocking on your door. He is 
calling you. Maybe he is saying come to me those who are weary, “I have everything you need.” Maybe He is 
saying you need to talk with Him more. Or you need to place Him first in your life. Maybe He is saying you 
need to rededicate your life to Him. He is to be your first priority in life.                                                               
Maybe He is saying you need to have a church home and this is where He wants you. Jesus is saying to you 
today, “Don’t delay; open your door to Me and you will find that My door is always open for those who seek 
Me.” 
God is to be the most important priority of our lives. Holy Spirit lead us and direct us. 
Special Note: God’s evangelist, Dr. Billy Graham gathered with the Saints in heaven. He is reasonable for 
leading many people to the Lord through Mass Evangelism. He will truly be missed by many.  
In Christ’s Love, Bro. Frank 







Calendar of Events: 
Wanted: Mt. Zion Baptist Church is prayerfully seeking a bi-vocational, retired or student pastor. Resumes 
may be mailed to Dale Shy, 17264 Pike 286, Bowling Green, MO 63334. 
Prayer Meetings– Dates: Tuesday Mornings Time: 6:30 a.m. Place: Family Resource Center 
Eagle Men’s Retreat– Date: Saturday, March 3rd Place: God’s House of Ministry, Elsberry, MO 
Prayer Gathering/Monthly Community - Wide Prayer– Date: Sunday, March 4th Time: 5:00 p.m.            
Place: Buffalo Church, Louisiana, MO  
Vacation Bible School Team Training- Monday, March 5th at Chillicothe, MO  
SRBA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, MARCH 5TH DUE TO OUR VBS TRAINING. 
Summer Missionary Opportunity- Deadline March 7th 
Spring Revival– Dates: March 9th-11th Place: Curryville Baptist Church 
Special Ladies Meeting– Date: Saturday, March 10th Place: First Baptist Church, Louisiana, MO 
Youth Roller Skating– Date: March 11th  Time: 1:00-5:00 p.m. Place: Skate Quest, Montgomery City 
Palm Sunday– Date:  March 25th 
Resurrection Sunday– Date: April 1st 
SRBA Executive Board Meeting– Date: April 5th Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Second Baptist Church 
By All Means/ Missions Celebration and Annual Meeting– Date: April 6th-7th Place: Springfield, MO 
For more information, go to www.mobaptist.org/wmu 
2018 Pursuit/ A Mission Experience for Teen Girls Grades 7th-12th– Dates: April 6th-8th                                
Place: South Gate Baptist Church, Springfield, MO 
RA Congress 2018– Date: April 27th-28th Place: MO State Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO Grades: All 1st-6th 
grades boys are invited to attend. Website: www.mobaptist.org/racongress  
Youth Camp– July 9th-13th 
Children’s Camp– August 6th– 10th 
NEED Biblical Counseling? – Call Bro. Kevin Ford at 573-470-1736.    
Pathway Newspaper- The Pathway is provided FREE through the Cooperative Program giving of your local 
Missouri Southern Baptist Churches. To subscribe to the printed edition, call 800-736-6227 or subscribe 
online at mbcpathway.com    
Celebrate Recovery Tuesday Nights-  7:00 p.m.  
God’s House of Ministry 3407 N. Hwy 79 Elsberry, MO 63343 
Celebrate Recovery Thursday Nights-  7:00 p.m.    
First Baptist Church 608 S. Carolina Louisiana, MO 63353 
Annual Worship Service– Date: September 26, 2018 Time: 6:30 p.m. Place: Salem Baptist Church 
SRBA Annual Meeting– Date: September 29, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. Place: Family Resource Center 
Need Prayer? Call our SRBA prayer director, Theresa Trower at 573-324-3814.  
G.P.S.– God’s Plan for Sharing-How can I continue praying and telling others about Jesus??? Please continue to 
pray for the families of our communities. Pray for the lost people, that they would come to the saving knowledge of  
Jesus Christ and know Him wholeheartedly! Pray that people will attend a Bible believing church. Pray that we, as 
Christians, will be a Godly example for them to follow. Pray that God will show us things in our lives that are not  
pleasing to Him and that we will change into His likeness. Invite someone to Church! Take some baked good to your 
neighbors! Let them know you care! Visit the shut-ins! Pray with them. Do something special for your family! Show 
them God’s love. Pray that God would receive all the glory. 

 



Check out our website: www.saltriverba.com 

MARCH RIGHT UP TO HELP…. Your contributions of funds or canned and non-perishable food items to the 
following outreaches would be most appreciated:  
Angel Wings Program: Phone: 573-242-3261 Address: 20389 Hwy W, Clarksville, MO 
The Community Food Pantry: Phone: 573-754-2421 Address: 414 Georgia, Louisiana, MO  
The Bowling Green Hope Center: Phone: 573-324-6255 Address: 30 North Court, Bowling Green, MO                                                                                  

Spring Revival at Curryville Baptist Church 
Friday, March 9th– 7:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 10th– 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, March 11th– 10:30 a.m. 
Special Music by Marion Branstetter 
Evangelist– Bro. Ron Mills from Blue Springs, Missouri 

Prayer Gathering 
Monthly Community -Wide Prayer– 6:00 p.m. 

Date: March 4th Place: Buffalo Church 
Corner of Pike 251 & Pike 252, Louisiana, MO 63353 
Join us for a great movement of God in our          
communities for prayer, praise and encouragement as 
believers gather to pray!                                            
(For further information, call 573-754-6905.) 

Summer Missionary Opportunity- Do you have a passion for missions? If you have just graduated from 
high school or currently attend college, you can participate in Summer Missions. Just call the Associational 
office to find out how to get your application.  
Deadline for applications is March 7th, so be sure to sign up right away! 

Pastor Ordination 
Sunday, March 4th 2:30 p.m. 

Foley Baptist Church 517 Elm Street, Foley, MO 
Foley Baptist Church announces Pastor Ordination of 
Brother Lyndel Thompson. 
All Ordained men are invited to be a part of the      
Ordaining Council. 
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