
Jesus Gives Us True Spiritual Joy!!! 
John 13:1-17 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should   
depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end And 
supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going 
to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that, He poured   
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was    
girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” Jesus answered 
and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.” Peter said to Him, 
“You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” Simon 
Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed 
needs  only  to  wash  his  feet,  but  is  completely  clean;  and  you  are  clean,  but  not  all  of  you.”  For He  knew  who 
would  betray  Him;  therefore  He  said,  “You  are  not  all  clean.”  So  when  He  had  washed  their  feet,  taken  His     
garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and 
Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assured-
ly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you 
know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
It is said that as Benjamin Franklin concluded a speech on the guarantees of the Constitution, a heckler shouted, 
"Aw, them words don't mean nothin' at all. Where's all the happiness you say it guarantees us?" Franklin smiled 
and replied, "My friend, the Constitution only guarantees the American people the right to pursue happiness; you 
have to catch it yourself." 
What Benjamin Franklin said is the truth. Happiness and true spiritual joy is out there for every believer, but we 
have to make the effort to receive it for ourselves. 
Jesus gives us His formula for true spiritual joy. In verse 17, "If you know these things, happy are you if you do 
them." According to this verse, the secret to true spiritual joy is found in these verses that we have read today. 
Folks, I believe that Jesus has given us some principles for living that, if followed, will produce true spiritual joy in 
your life and mine. True spiritual joy is the result of living a servant’s life. Jesus teaches some powerful lessons. 
Lessons that have the ability to permanently change the hearts and lives of those who will learn them and do them. 
The Lord teaches us how to become servants. There is a lesson in humility. Foot washing was the work of slaves! 
In fact, Jewish servants were never required to wash their Master’s feet. However, Gentiles slaves, who were     
considered dogs, were forced to do this demeaning task. It was the lowest and degrading work possible. So, to 
have someone wash your feet is a most humbling experience. Why did Jesus do this? He did it to teach the Disci-
ples, and us, a lesson in true humility. One time, we were in a Passion Week revival the week before Easter Sun-
day. On Thursday night, we had a guest speaker. He called me up to the stage and washed my feet just as Jesus had 
washed His disciple’s feet. It was a very humbling experience for me. Notice what Jesus accomplished by washing 
His  disciple’s feet: The Master became the servant. The Master used this lesson to address the selfishness of the        
disciples.  
In Luke 22:24, they were all concerned over who would be the greatest in Heaven, but Jesus reminded them, men 
never earn the respect of others by force, but they earn the respect of others by first being a servant. In this lesson, 
Jesus is giving us an example to follow.  
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In Galatians 6:2, Paul tells us to help one another with his burden.  
In Ephesians 4:32, Paul goes even deeper not only helping, but also forgiving. By forgiving one another his 
trespasses by reaching out to someone outside the Church. There are many ways to serve and Jesus is trying 
to tell us that He expects us to be about the business of serving! There is a lesson in honor. Folks, can we      
honestly say that we serve all men alike? Not if we hold grudges. Not if we remember how someone  slighted 
us. Not if we think of ourselves above others. Here is a lesson in honesty: Not only is true Spiritual joy- the 
result of living a servant’s life, but it is also the result of: living a separated life. As we look at this lesson on 
humility, Jesus takes the time to teach a lesson on holiness and submission to the will of God. In verses 6-10, 
He points out that a submitted and separated life is necessary for true spiritual joy. 
Living a secure life: Are you secure in your salvation? Folks, it is not a hope so salvation. Until you know that 
you know of your salvation, you will never be at peace and you will never experience this fullness of joy and 
happiness that can be yours! I once knew a lady who could never get peace, in this area. Hers was not a     
problem of believing God, but it was a matter of not being able to forgive herself for things she had done    
before she trusted Christ. Because she could not forgive herself, she could not fully receive the forgiveness 
that Jesus had already given her through his blood. As a result, she was always defeated, depressed and going 
through endless attempts at getting saved. She was already saved, but she didn’t know how to enjoy what she 
had. What about you? Are you living the kind of life that guarantees true spiritual joy and happiness? Today 
is the day of Salvation!!! Ask Jesus into your life today. Rest in His perfect peace and experience true        
spiritual joy. Merry Christmas to you all. May God bless you and fill your hearts with His joy. 
In Christ’s Great Love, 
Bro. Frank 

The Lottie Moon Offering! 
I find it difficult to describe the Lottie Moon Offering, as it is so very near and dear to my heart. The offering is not just 
a  topic of  conversation  for me;  it  is  at  the very heart  of  my  experience  as  one  of  your  missionaries  serving  far  from 
home, family, and all that was familiar. As I attempt to share a description; tears come to my eyes, my heart aches, and I 
am transported back to memories of days gone by:  
Memories of foreign languages, customs, and beliefs that I came to understand as bridges to carry the good news of   
Jesus  to  lost  people;  memories  of  a  four-wheel-drive Toyota belonging to Lottie Moon that I was allowed to use in    
saving lives, changing communities, telling people about Jesus, and starting churches. Memories of carrying people to 
the hospital for life-saving treatment. There are memories of multitudes of people being carried in a cab while the    
monsoon  rains  fell  and  the  jeep  trail  challenged  us  as  we  traveled  through  the  jungle  to  share  Jesus;  the  ministry  of    
returning the body of a believer from the local hospital to their village for a Christian burial. Many baptisms took place 
in the back of the Toyota in a metal tank far-removed from the water in the African bush. Memories of hauling Bibles, 
building  materials, and books for new churches. Transporting Lottie’s Honda generator, a film projector, and “The   
Jesus Film” into a very dark part of Africa. The Lottie Moon Offering brought the light of the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life to communities resulting in decisions for Jesus, one new church, and that church started new churches.  
The Lottie Moon Offering allows me to support the opportunity to touch lives, hearts, and souls of the lost all over the 
world just by sharing how God has blessed me. 
 The Lottie Moon Offering, through the International Mission Board, goes into the hands of missionaries      
touching lives for eternity with the love of God through faith in Jesus. ~Written by Ben Hess. 

Don’t Forget!!! Lottie Moon Christmas Emphasis Week Dec. 2nd-9th 

Sharing the season of joy!!! Your contributions of funds or canned and non-perishable food items to the 
following outreaches would be most appreciated:  
Angel Wings Program: Phone: 573-242-3261 Address: 20389 Hwy W, Clarksville, MO 
The Community Food Pantry: Phone: 573-754-2421 Address: 414 Georgia, Louisiana, MO  
The Bowling Green Hope Center: Phone: 573-324-6255 Address: 30 North Court, Bowling Green, MO     



DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Meetings- Time: 6:30 a.m. Place: Family Resource Center  
Prayer Gathering for Pike County– Celebrate Recovery Thursday Nights- 7:00 p.m.  First Baptist Church 
608 S. Carolina Louisiana  
International Mission Board Family Missions Night– Date: December 3rd Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: Ramsey 
Creek Baptist Church 
Bill Gaither Christmas Homecoming– Date: December 7, 2018 Place: St. Charles Family Arena 
Pastors’ & Wives’ Christmas Appreciation Banquet– Date: Friday, December 14th Time: 6:30 p.m.    
Place: Family Resource Center 
“Christmas Memories” SRBA Senior Adult Christmas Dinner (Age 55 & up)- Date: December 20th Time: 
6:00 p.m. Place: Bowling Green Second Baptist Church  
SRBA Executive Board Meeting– Date: January 3rd Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Bowling Green Second Baptist 
Church 
What does the Bible say about men? Men’s Study- Date: January 8th Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: Friendship 
Baptist Church 
Cantata “Christmas Is Calling”- Date: December 9th Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: Bowling Green Second Baptist 
Church 
Lighthouse Ministries Free Dinner & Movie Night– Date: January 11th Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: Pike County 
Christian School   Door Prizes!!! 
Pastor’s Breakfast– Date: January 19th Time: 8:00 a.m. Place: Family Resource Center 
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday– Date: January 20th 
 Darkness to Light– Stewards of Children /Sponsored by the MBCH Coming in February 
2019 Great Commission Conference– Dates: February 21st-24th Place: Midwestern Baptist Seminary,     
Kansas City, MO  For more information, go to https://mobaptist.org/evangelism 
Learning to Live  Generously by the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home Coming in March 
2019 Missouri Baptist Disaster Relief Training- Date: March 1-2, 2019 Place: Macon, MO 
Community Gospel Singing– Date: April 7th Time: 3-5 p.m. Place: Pike County Fair Grounds 
Palm Sunday– April 14th 
Good Friday– April 19th 
Pastor’s Breakfast– April 27th 
Resurrection Sunday– April 21st 
National Day of Prayer– May 2nd 
Super Summer– Dates: June 10th-14th & June 17th-21st 
 Youth Camp– July 8th-12th 
Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting– June 11th-12th 
Pastor’s Breakfast– July 20th 
Children’s Camp– August 5th-9th 
Annual Worship Service– September 25th Annual SRBA Annual Meeting– September 28th 
Missouri Baptist Convention Annual Meeting– October 28th-29th 
2019 Layman Revival-November 3rd-6th 
Need Prayer? Call our SRBA prayer director, Theresa Trower at 573-324-3814.  
NEED Biblical Counseling? – Call Bro. Kevin Ford at 573-470-1736    
Pathway Newspaper- The Pathway is provided FREE through the Cooperative Program giving of your local 
Missouri Southern Baptist Churches. To subscribe to the printed edition, call 800-736-6227 or subscribe online 
at mbcpathway.com    
Church Families- If you have a special event coming up at your church and would like it put in the SRBA 
newsletter or placed on our website, please get us a flyer. You can send it by mail, e-mail, or just drop it off at 
the SRBA office. Please have information to us by the third Monday of each month. 
 
 





25 Day Challenge  
December 1st– The greatest gift is love. Today, find three people and make it a point to show them love. Give an      
encouraging word. Read Matthew 22:38-39. 
December 2nd- December 2nd- 9th is Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Emphasis Week. Please pray and fast for the   
missionaries. Ask God what He would have you give? 
December 3rd– Make plans to volunteer at your church. Use your God-given gifts at church. Read Matthew 2:11. 
December 4th– Start today making yourself a witness for Christ. Go out and tell others of God’s great love and His  
salvation. Allow the Holy Spirit to use you in showing others Jesus. Read Luke 4:18-19   
December 5th– Cook, take flowers, or create a gift for an elderly or shut-in person. Pray and read some scriptures with 
them. Read Matthew 5:16.   
December 6th– All things are possible! Write down all your tasks and remember that God is going to come through for 
you. Are you believing for a miracle? Write it down, and begin thanking God for it. He is so Awesome. Read Matthew 
18:18-20. 
December 7th– Be a peacemaker. If you have conflict with someone, repent of your anger and, when you bury the 
hatchet, don’t mark the grave. Forgive and Forget! Jesus forgave us, let us do likewise. Rely on God; He will help you. 
Read Isaiah 26:3. 
December 8th-Smile and be happy today! You might even dress up. Let the love of God shine through you. He has 
great plans for you. Be a positive impact on others. Be enthusiastic, it is contagious! Read Luke 6:31. 
December 9th- Today, do something for your pastor and his wife. Challenge: take them out for dinner, give them a gift 
card, let them know that they are a blessing, send them a card, and pray for them daily. Shower them with encourage-
ment. Read 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18. 
December 10th-Count your blessings! Take time to make a list of your blessings. Always remember to give thanks. 
Read Psalms 118: 1. 
December 11th– At work, home, or school, tell someone about Jesus. Be willing to give your testimony and invite them 
to your church. Read Acts 1:8. 
December12th– Do something extra special for your family today. They need your encouragement too. Let them know 
that you love them. You might even give them a helping hand at a project. Read John 14: 26-27. 
December 13th- Today, go through your cabinets or go shopping for the Hope Center. You may also want to make 
some care packages. Also, collect your used, clean grocery bags. Collect your items and take them to the Hope Center. 
They are open Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Read Luke 6:38.   
December 14th– Bless someone today! Example: If you are at a gas station, pay for someone’s gas. At a restaurant, buy 
someone’s meal, at a store, help someone put their merchandise in the car. Pray and ask God how you can help others. 
He will show you. Read 1 Corinthians 13.    
December 15th– Do something for your neighbor today. Make them a pie or a loaf of bread. Buy them a nice card and 
go visit them. Read Mark 12:31. 
December 16th– Find a good Bible Study and attend faithfully. This will build your spirit man and strengthen you to 
walk daily with the Lord. Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
December 17th– Give praise today! Everyone you come in contact with, encourage them. Let them know that you     
appreciate them. Read Philippians 4:8 
December 18th-Go through your closets. Collect nice used items that you don’t use anymore and take them to an      
orphanage, shelter, or community outreach. The Lord will bless you as you bless others. Read Matthew 6:25.  
December 19th– Volunteer at an outreach, serve the poor, and pray with people. People are seeking; let us lead them to 
Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit. Read Luke 6:35-36. 
December 20th– Plan ahead, bake cookies, or give a Christmas card to people who serve you. Example: mail carrier, 
trash man, cook at the diner, or etc. Read Philemon 1:4.    
December 21st– Write a special letter to your spouse, parents, or children. Let them know that you are thankful for them 
and why you appreciate them. Read Luke 12:7-8. 
December 22nd– Begin Praying in the New year. Start writing down what God is doing in your life. Read the Bible  
daily, seek wisdom and guidance from the Holy Spirit. Read James 1:5. 
December 23rd– Give a special Christmas Offering at your church. Support Missions! Read 2 Timothy 1:12-13. 
December 24th– What can you give Him? Give Him your heart, 100% of your life. Read John 14: 26-27. 
December 25th– Read the Christmas Story with your family and give thanks together for what Christ has done for us. 
Begin having daily prayer with your family. Read John 3:16. Amen! 

 
Thank you for making a difference in someone's life!!! 



Christmas List!!! How may I help?- Please collect your 
items for the following ministries and deliver them to 
Pike County Christian School by December 12th or call 
Amy at 573-470-9340. Thanks for supporting these 
powerful ministries.  
 
Options for Women Christmas List 
Bowling Green, MO 
2-piece outfits (Sizes infant-2T), Winter clothing, and  
Newborn diapers 
 
LIGHThouse Maternity Home Christmas List– St. Charles Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 
Outreach Program 
• Items for children (Crayons, coloring books, small toys, play dough, candy, etc.) 
Maternity Home 
• Bath and Body Works gift sets, fleece throw blankets, board games, movies (not R-rated), Mega 

blocks, painting canvas, and cozy socks 
Babies Needs 
• Socks, Teething Toys, Toys and Books (under the age of 1), stuffed animals and hair brush sets 
All Programs 
• Gift Cards for Quicktrip, Ross Dress-for-less, Sonic, Target and Wal-Mart 
 
Missouri Baptist Children’s Home Christmas List– Bridgeton, MO 
Christian Cd’s and movies, Purses, dish towels, bath towels, dishes, silverware, watches, Lego sets, 
socks, pajamas, Adult coloring books, markers, colored pen sets, cologne sets, baby sleepers, cars,    
writing pad and pencils, paint sets, backpacks, Bath and Body sets, blow dryers, devotional books, toys, 
blankets, and gift cards. 

"Christmas Memories" Senior Adult Christmas Dinner 
Date: December 20, 2018 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Place: Bowling Green Second Baptist Church 

If you are 55 or older, you are invited to a special evening with food, music, and a great time of 
fellowship, as we share memories of Christmas's gone by. This evening is sponsored by the 
Salt River Baptist Association. If you can, please call Kathy at 573-213-9070 or Bro. Don at 
573-213-9194 and let us know if you are going to be able to attend. You can also let the        
associational office know at 573-324-6420. We are looking forward to a great evening of     
fellowship. 

 2019 Vacation  
Bible School 

Coming Soon! 
Please keep our      

children, youth, &  
staff in your prayers!!! 

 



2018 SRBA Pastors & Wives  
Christmas Banquet 

Date: Friday, December 14, 2018 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 

Place: Family Resource Center 

Celebrate Recovery- Thursday Nights 
Time: 7:00 p.m.  Place: First Baptist Church 608 S. Carolina Louisiana, MO 63353 

International Mission Board  
Family Missions Night 
Date: Monday, December 3rd 

Dinner: 6:00 p.m.  
Program: 6:45 p.m. 

 Place: Ramsey Creek Baptist Church 
Special Speaker: Roger Briggs 

Carry In Soup Supper---                                
Bring an item to go along with soups.  

(Several will be bringing soups, so if anyone wants to bring 
soup, just let Eleanore know at 573-324-3507)   

Come and enjoy the fellowship as we      
prepare for the Lottie Moon Christmas     

offering. Everyone is invited!!!  
Sponsored by SRBA WMU 

Great Commission Conference 
February 21st-23rd www.mobaptist.org 

Bill Gaither Christmas Homecoming 
December 7, 2018 

St. Charles Family Arena 

Men’s Study 
What does the Bible 

say about men? 
Date: Second Tuesday 

of every month        
beginning January 8th. 

Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Place: Friendship             

Baptist Church 

Salt River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 368 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 
(Return Service Requested) 


