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 Don’t Get Caught Drifting!!! Hebrews 2:1-4 
"Two young men were fishing above a low dam on a river near their hometown. As they were concentrating 
on catching fish, they were unaware that they had drifted until they were not far from the water flowing over 
the dam. When they realized their situation, the current near the dam had become too powerful for them to 
keep their boat from going over. Below the dam, the water was dashing with strong force over great boulders 
and through crevices in the rocks. Caught by the swirling waters under the rocks, they never came to the     
surface. After days of searching, the divers finally found one body, and then, two or three days later, the     
other." 
Folks, the danger of drifting is not limited to the physical realm, we can also drift spiritually. 
Hebrews 2:1 Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any 
time we should let them slip.,  
We find a warning against drifting. Sadly, it is not uncommon for Christians to drift toward destruction! 
Here are some things that we should know about drifting. 
Drifting requires no effort. 
One may stop oaring against the wind, and a boater will begin to drift. The same is true for the Christians, 
which is why we are told: "We must give the more earnest heed" - Hebrews 2:1 
Drifting is an unconscious process. It is possible for us to drift and not even be aware of it. In a boat,        
undercurrents are often unnoticeable. They say in a plane, the wind or gravitational forces move the plane 
without you realizing it. The same is true in the spiritual realm. Many Christians have slowly drifted away. 
Many churches have gradually drifted, only one day to find themselves far away from the Scriptures. We must 
remember that we never drift upstream or against the tide. Faithfulness to the Lord is like oaring upstream. 
You must constantly be "adding to your faith.”                                                                                                 
2 Peter 1:5-8 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kind-
ness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Zoom in! Focus on Jesus! 
2 Peter 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory 
both now and forever. Amen. 
The moment you stop growing you start going backwards or downwards and the speed downstream increases. 
The dangers increase with the speed of the drift. When we can hear the noise of the waterfall, it is already too 
late. When we lose sight of land, it is more difficult to discern that we are drifting. As we move farther and 
farther from the Lord, we care less and less about what we do. Not only is it dangerous for us, it is dangerous 
for others. A ship, just drifting, is a hazard to all other boats on the water. Parents who are just drifting, will 
soon loose golden opportunities to teach their children.     
Ephesians 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and 
admonition of the Lord.  
Many are tossed to and fro and carried about by every wind of doctrine.                                                      
Ephesians 4:14-15 That we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head (Christ) from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 
Drifting ends in shipwreck. A boat drifting will crash on the rocks or go over the falls. For those who drift 
spiritually through their own neglect, there shall be no escape from a just punishment. 



Hebrews 2:1-3 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 
For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a 
just reward, how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing witness both with signs and 
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

What are some common signs of drifting? If we are losing the desire to study God’s Word and pray, we are 
drifting. The Bible is our instruction manual for our life. When we fail to study God’s word, it is easy to start 
drifting. Prayer is a wonderful blessing. It is how we communicate with God! When a Christian prays less and 
less, he is drifting more and more! If we lose the desire to be with God’s people, we are drifting. This includes 
attending services to worship God. If we no longer rejoice in the worship of God in the presence of brethren, 
we are drifting! Folks, having fellowship with God's people extends beyond the services of the church. We are 
to be concerned with edifying one another.         
Romans 14:19 Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify 
another. Zoom in! Focus on Jesus!     
When a Christian prefers the companionship of people of the world, rather than fellow Christians, he is drifting 
toward the rocks of spiritual destruction! Are we losing the desire to preach the gospel? When man abides in 
the gospel, he knows God has blotted out his sins, made him a new creature in Christ, and he wants to tell the 
world about Jesus. When a Christian no longer has the desire to take the message of salvation to others, he is 
drifting! When we get tied up in worldly things, we are drifting. 
John 2:15-17 When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the 
oxen, and poured out the changers’ money and overturned the tables. And He said to those who sold doves, 
“Take these things away! Do not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise!” Then His disciples      
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.” 
2 Timothy 3:4 "lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God"   If we reach the point when we find more pleasure 
in some worldly activity than meeting with others to worship God, we definitely are spiritually drifting. 
How can we keep from drifting? Keep rowing the boat and hang in there!!! Spiritually speaking, this         
involves diligence. 
2 Peter 1:10-11 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do 
these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
We must watch out for the undercurrents. As a Christian, we must always be on guard for the undercurrent 
of temptation. We have a fleshly nature which wages war against the soul. We must expect to go against the 
tide. There are many things to sweep us away; popularity, peer pressure, the praise of others, modernism, skep-
ticism, humanism, and false doctrines of all kind.  Liberalism and worldliness in the church are some of the 
greatest enemies of the church in our lifetime. Also neglect, indifference, apathy, lack of interest and concern. 
If one drifts along with the majority, one certainty will be lost. Folks, are you drifting?  The danger is real, we 
would be foolish to say otherwise. Many have drifted away from the Lord; we would be arrogant to say it 
could not happen to us! Are there signs of drifting in your life? Honestly ask yourself: Seek the Lord with all 
your heart! As a Christian, it’s a 24/7communitment. Folks, don’t give up!!! God has big plans for you.    
In Christ’s Love, 
Bro. Frank                                   

 Tuesday Morning Prayer Meetings 
Time: 6:30 a.m. 
Place: Family Resource Center 
Prayer changes things!!! Reaching the lost at any cost! 

DON’T FORGET TO TELL SOMEONE ABOUT JESUS THIS WEEK!!! 







Calendar of Events 
Vacation Bible School– Date: July 29th-Aug. 2nd Time: 5:30-8:30 p.m. Place: Bowling Green Second   
Baptist Church For more information call 573-213-9515 
Vacation Bible School– Date: July 30th-Aug. 3rd Place: New Hartford Baptist Church For more               
information call, 636-345-1925. 
Vacation Bible School– Date: July 30th-Aug. 2nd Time: 6:00-8:30 p.m. Place: Edgewood Baptist Church 
For more information call, 314-607-7742. 
Back to School Bash Youth Meeting– Date: August 3rd Time: 6:00– 8:00 p.m. Grades: 6th –12th Place: 
Family Resource Center 
Children’s Camp- Date: August 6th-10th (Our SRBA office will be closed this week. We will be working at 
camp.)  
Pike County Back 2 School Fair– Date: August 11th Time: 9:00 a.m.– 12:00 p.m. Place: Pike County   
Fairgrounds 
Annual Church Profiles Due in SRBA office on Monday, August 13th 
Operation Christmas Child Full–Circle Celebration– Date: Tuesday, August 14th Time:  7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Place: Family Resource Center For more information, call 573-470-1165. 
SRBA Missouri State Fair Ministry– Date: August 18th Do you have a passion to tell others about Jesus. 
Does your heart ache for souls to come to know Him? We need tent volunteers who are willing to share their 
testimony of faith in three minutes or less. For more information, call 573-470-8820. 
Rheubin L South Missouri Missions Offering Emphasis Month– September 
150th Anniversary Celebration– Date: Sunday, September 9th Time: 1:30 p.m. Place: New Hartford    
Baptist Church  
Family Picnic Day– Date: Sunday, September 16th Time: 3:00-5:30 p.m. Place: Bowling Green City Park 
Annual Worship Service– Date: September 26, 2018 Time: 6:30 p.m. Place: Salem Baptist Church 
The Minister’s Juggling Act– Date: September 27th-29th Place: Hilton Branson Convention Center at The 
Landing For more information, go to www.mobaptistorg/jugglingact 
2018 Daybreak Women’s Conference– Dates: September 28th-29th Place: Harvester Christian Church,    
St. Charles, MO For more information, go to www.daybreak.harvesterchristian.org 
SRBA Annual Meeting– Date: September 29, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. Place: Family Resource Center 
12th Annual Pastors’ & Wives Conference– Dates: October 5th– 6th Place: Calvary Baptist Church,     
Hannibal, MO 
184th MBC Annual Meeting– Dates: October 22nd-23rd Place: Crossway Baptist Church, Springfield, MO 
Pastors’ & Wives’ Christmas Appreciation Banquet– Date: Friday, December 7th Time: 6:30 p.m.    
Place: Family Resource Center 
Celebrate Recovery Tuesday Nights- 7:00 p.m. God’s House of Ministry 3407 N. Hwy 79 Elsberry, MO  
Celebrate Recovery Thursday Nights- 7:00 p.m.  First Baptist Church 608 S. Carolina Louisiana, MO  
Need Prayer? Call our SRBA prayer director, Theresa Trower at 573-324-3814.  
Camp News– Do you have a passion to see others come to know Jesus? Salt River Baptist Association is 
looking for enthusiastic, fun-loving staff volunteers who love God, children & youth and want to see lives 
changed to become closer to the image of Christ. We ask that you would prayerfully consider serving in camp 
this year. Call our office at 573-324-6420 for more details. 
NEED Biblical Counseling? – Call Bro. Kevin Ford at 573-470-1736    
Pathway Newspaper- The Pathway is provided FREE through the Cooperative Program giving of your local 
Missouri Southern Baptist Churches. To subscribe to the printed edition, call 800-736-6227 or subscribe 
online at mbcpathway.com    



Share your August blessings!!! Your contributions of funds or canned and non-perishable food items to 
the following outreaches would be most appreciated:  

Angel Wings Program: Phone: 573-242-3261  
Address: 20389 Hwy W, Clarksville, MO 

The Community Food Pantry: Phone: 573-754-2421  
Address: 414 Georgia, Louisiana, MO  

The Bowling Green Hope Center: Phone: 573-324-6255  
Address: 30 North Court, Bowling Green, MO                                                                                  

Salt River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 368 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 
(Return Service Requested) 

SRBA Annual Worship Service    
Date: September 26th    Time: 6:30 p.m.              

Place: Salem Baptist Church  

 SRBA Annual Meeting    
Date: September 29th    Time: 9:00 a.m.    

Place: Family Resource Center, Edgewood 
Join us for a carry-in dinner! 

A Special Prayer For Our Students!!! 
Lord, we pray a special anointing on each child. 
Thank you for the gifts that you have given them 
as they transition into a new school year. Fill each 
student with fresh enthusiasm and a heart that is 
excited to learn and grow. Cover them with Your 
enduring love, give them confidence, grace, and 
equip them with the ability to persevere through 
trails. Bless their teachers with wisdom,             
understanding, and a heart to serve, as they      
embark on this journey together!  

In Jesus Name, Amen!!! 

Check out our website: www.saltriverba.com 


