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Being a Christian is a Joy!!! 

 The book of Philippians teaches us about the Biblical concept of joy.  
As we study this first chapter, one of the foundational stones for joy is fellowship. "Fellowship" means to 
have in common. The common denominator should always be Christ. 
The great promise for the Christian life. 
Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete 
it until the day of Jesus Christ.  
He will never leave us or forsake us. Paul describes the Christian life like unto a race. We must hang in there 
and keep on keeping on. 
The great potential for the Christian life. 
Philippians 1:9-20 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all  dis-
cernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till 
the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God. But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned 
out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the 
rest, that my chains are in Christ;  and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my 
chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and 
strife, and some also from goodwill:  The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, suppos-
ing to add affliction to my chains;  but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of 
the gospel. What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this 
I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.  For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and 
the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,  according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall 
be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by 
life or by death.  
He is leading us to mature in our faith. He guides us to love even the unlovable. His desire is that, through us,  
love may abound through the knowledge of the truth which is the Word of God! All of this will be accom-
plished even in all judgment or trials—Why?  So we will accept and approve that which is excellent, good, 
and righteous. So we are sincere, honest, genuine, and real—not  hypocrites! Nor  fakes! Nor gossipers! We 
can, through Him, be without offense or faults. As Christians, we are to abstain from all appearance of evil. 
Ecclesiastes 2:26 For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight wisdom, and knowledge, and joy: but to 
the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God.  
What is His purpose for the Christian life? 
Philippians 1:21-26 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean 
fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.  Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful 
for you. And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress 
and joy of faith, that your rejoicing for me may be more abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 
Christ is to be magnified through our lives, so that men will see Christ through us and become converted. We 
all are ministers of the gospel. 
Is Christ magnified in your life? The great privilege of the Christian life. 
Philippians 1:27-30 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see 
you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdi-
tion, but to you of salvation, and that from God.  For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only 
to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear 
is in me. 



Calendar of Events: 
Road Riders for Jesus– Date: March 2nd  Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: Super 8, Bowling Green  
Together for His Kingdom “Week of Prayer for North American Missions”– March 5th-12th  
Vacation Bible School Team Training- Monday, March 6th at Chillicothe, MO 
SRBA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED ON MONDAY, MARCH 6TH DUE TO OUR VBS TRAINING. 
Summer Missionary Opportunity- Deadline March 9th- If you are getting ready to graduate from high 
school, currently attending college, or between the ages of eighteen and thirty, you can participate in MBC 
Summer Missions. Just call the Associational Office at 573-324-6420 to find out how to get your application. 
Ramsey Creek Baptist Church-Women’s Retreat– Date: March 18th (See back page of newsletter) 
Gospel Music Concert “In honor of Brad Lucas Retirement”– Date: March 25th Place: PCCS 
Revival– Date: March 26th-29th Place:  First Baptist Church Louisiana 
SRBA Executive Board Meeting– Date: April 6th Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Second Baptist Church 
Palm Sunday– April 9th 
Palm Sunday SRBA Hymn Sing– Date: April 9th Time: 2:30 p.m. Place: Salem Baptist Church 
RA Congress 2017– Dates: April 14th-15th Place: Mo State Fairgrounds, Sedalia, MO For more infor-
mation, go to mobaptist.org/racongress  
Easter Sunday– April 16th 
National Day of Prayer– Date: May 4th 
Youth Camp– Dates: July 10th– 14th 
Children’s Camp– Dates: August 7th-11th 
SRBA Annual Worship Service– Date: September 27th Place: Spencer Creek Baptist Church 
SRBA Annual Meeting– Date: September 30th Place: Family Resource Center 
Church Families- If you have a special event coming up at your church and would like it put in the SRBA 
newsletter or placed on our website, please get us a flyer. You can send it by mail, e-mail, or just drop it off at 
the SRBA office. Please have information to us by the third Monday of each month. 
Need Prayer? If you need prayer or know of someone who has requested prayer, please call our SRBA    
prayer director, Theresa Trower at 573-324-3814.  
NEED Biblical Counseling? – Call Bro. Kevin Ford at 573-470-1736.                                                                         
Are You Using Your Gifts to Serve the Lord? Thanks to all of you who are currently using your spiritual 
gifts to serve the Lord. Churches, thank you for working together in order to reach this world for Jesus. Jesus 
told us in Acts 1:8 to share the gospel. It is our ultimate goal to see others come to the saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

A nine-year-old who had leukemia was given six months to live. When the doctor broke the news to her     
parents outside her hospital room, the girl overheard the doctor's words, but it did not become obvious until 
later that she knew about her condition. To everyone's surprise, her faith in Christ gave her an attitude of     
victory. She talked freely about her death with anticipation in her voice. As she grew weaker, it seemed that 
her joy became more radiant. One day before she sank into a final coma, she said to her family, "I am going to 
be the first to see Jesus! What would you like me to tell Him for you?" 
Nehemiah 8:10 The joy of the Lord is your strength. Psalms 5:11 But let all those that put their trust in thee 
rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in 
thee. Have you lost your joy? Psalms 51:12 "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy 
free spirit."  
Don't allow Satan steal your joy away from you! Let the joy of Christ be evident in every area of your life! 
In Christ’s Love,  
Bro. Frank 



Salt River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 368 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 
(Return Service Requested) 

Check out our website: www.saltriverba.com 

MARCH RIGHT UP TO HELP…. Your contributions of funds or canned and non-perishable food items to the 
following outreaches would be most appreciated:  
Angel Wings Program: Phone: 573-242-3261 Address: 20389 Hwy W, Clarksville, MO 
The Community Food Pantry: Phone: 573-754-2421 Address: 414 Georgia, Louisiana, MO  
The Bowling Green Hope Center: Phone: 573-324-6255 Address: 30 North Court, Bowling Green, MO                                                                                  

Gospel Music Concert                                                                                                         
In honor of Brad Lucas Retirement                                                    

Date: Saturday, March 25th Time: 11:00– 3:00 p.m.                                                                                                         
Place: Pike County Christin School 203 East Maple Curryville, MO                                                                    

Special Music by Innovation, Born Again, Praise to Him, Bill Hobbs, & More.                                                            
Meal: 11:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m.                                                                                                           

At Brad’s request, donations will be accepted for Pike County Christian School!                                              
Hosted by family & friends. 

Women’s Retreat                                                                                                              
Date: March 18, 2017 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.                                                                                                       
Place: “God’s House of Ministry” (at the former Hillcrest Lodge, Elsberry, MO)                                                                                                                              
There will be Praise and Worship Music, Testimonies, and Author Rhonda Rhea 
will be speaking on her book "Expresso Your Faith." Lunch will be served by the 
ladies of the Ramsey Creek Baptist church. Join us for a mission Action project. We 
will assemble a coffee cup with snacks, the cups will then be taken to The Agape 
House to given to visitors who stay there. There will be American Sign Language 
translators for our hearing impaired friends all day. Please RSVP by calling Judy 
Colbert 573-754-0710 or Cathy Mitchell at 573-242-3439. 

Revival at the Louisiana First Baptist Church on March 26th-29th 
Sunday morning- 10:45 a.m. Sunday evening- 6:00 p.m.  
Monday evening- Youth night with a pizza party- 6:00 p.m.– Revival- 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday evening– Family Night with a spaghetti meal at 6:00 p.m. Revival- 7:00 p.m.  
Wednesday evening– Revival- 7:00 p.m.  

Nationally known Speaker- Duke Duvall will be bringing the message and his sister, Debbie Duvall 
Peppers, former talk show host, will be making a surprise visit as well. Come out for a blessing!!! 


