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Joy in Trials 
James 1:1-4 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes which are      
scattered abroad:  My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing.  
 
The pressure that we experience from various trials actually grows us into a Christlikeness. Through a joyful 
trust in God, we are able to overcome our trials.                                                                                  

In 1967, Joni Eareckson Tada jumped into the Chesapeake Bay. Having misjudged the depth of the water, 
Tada emerged forever changed. She would from this point forward, be a quadriplegic, living her entire life in a 
wheelchair. Tada has written extensively of her experiences. She has been an inspiration. She models joy in 
the midst of suffering. Furthermore, she shows that God often has a good purpose in our suffering. On one  
occasion, Joni discussed having her wheelchair in heaven. She said: "I hope I can take my wheelchair to heaven 
with me, I know that's not biblically correct, but if I were able, I would have my wheelchair up in heaven right 
next to me when God gives me my brand new, glorified body. And I will then turn to Jesus and say, 'Lord, do 
you see that wheelchair right there? Well, you were right when you said that in this world we would have  
trouble, because that wheelchair was a lot of trouble! But Jesus, the weaker I was in that thing, the harder I 
leaned on you. And the harder I leaned on you, the stronger I discovered you to be. So, thank you for what you 
did in my life through that wheelchair. And now,' I always say jokingly, 'you can send that wheelchair to hell, 
if you want.'"                                                                                                                                                              
Where does that type of joy come from? Ultimately, we know the answer to that question is that such joy can 
only come from God. James 1:1-4 helps our answer to that question become more specific. These three truths 
will help believers have joy in the midst of trials.                                                                       

Believers will experience trials-  Notice that James 1:2 does not say, "Consider it a great joy, my brothers, if 
you experience various trials.” No, it says, "…when you experience various trials.” Suffering is part of the 
Christian life. We see this not only in Jesus, but in Paul and Peter. 

John 16:33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have trib-
ulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may also be glorified together. 
1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His 
glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 
 
This truth prepares us for all types of suffering. God is sovereign over all the trials. By telling us that we will 
suffer, the Lord is giving us grace. It keeps us from going into shock and asking foolish questions when suffer-
ing comes upon us. When we know that suffering is part of God's plan, we will be better prepared to trust His 
sovereign goodness. We are reminded that God knows that we are going to suffer, but he also knows that our 
suffering has a purpose.  Nothing takes God by surprise. 

Believers will grow from trials- Verses 3-4 give us the reason why we should be joyful in the midst of trials.  
The time of suffering reveals our approval before God. In verse 2, James refers to our suffering as a trial. The 
time of suffering produces endurance. The time of suffering results in our greatest joy; especially our faith in 
Christ. Our final goal is to mature and grow in Christ. Paul says in Romans 8:28. Knowing that God works all 
things together for our good and this greater good is Christ-likeness.  



Annual Church Profiles (ACP’s)- You will receive your Annual Church Profile this month. Thank you 
in advance for all your hard work in helping us collect this valuable information. It is important for    
Missouri Baptist Convention (MBC) to know what is happening “statistically” in our churches and missions. 
The data gathered from our churches and missions provides assistance to the MBC and our Association in 
planning how to best serve God’s churches. It also guides SBC agencies in funding Missouri church resources. 
(Some examples of things the statistics are used for is to prioritize areas of the state where evangelism and 
new churches are most needed. It is used to help us look for trends in membership, worship attendance, giving, 
etc. as well as to identify the ways we can minister to the people in our community and reach the lost souls for 
Christ. Every church and mission is asked to complete an Annual Church Profile (ACP) providing statistics. 
We also need the names of your church leaders in each congregation along with the current phone numbers, 
address, and e-mail address. Please do your very best to fill it out completely. Why? We use the leaders’   
current contact information to let them know about upcoming events. We also want to send them a copy of the 
newsletter online. 

Once the Annual Church Profile (ACP) worksheet is completed, your church secretary or ACP clerk can enter 
your   statistics online or drop it off at our SRBA office at 203 East Maple, Curryville, MO, or mail it to 
SRBA, P.O. Box 368, Bowling Green, MO 63334 (We have a Drop Box). The church leadership information 
can be updated all year long from the online website. This church leadership information is used to update 
mailing lists for  MBC. Thanks again. If you have any questions, please call Amy at 573-470-9340. 

Believers will overcome trials- God will finish His work, and believers will endure these trials for our good 
and His glory. Our response to suffering matters. Our joy and our cooperation are important, as we respond to 
our suffering. Our response reveals our heart- James 1:5-8 will build upon this theme. Those looking to God 
will trust in him. Those with double-minded hearts will doubt His goodness. Our response in the times of trials 
reveals if we have faith that will endure. We will all face seasons of suffering--believers and unbelievers. Yet, 
none of us will experience the suffering as Jesus experienced it. He experienced suffering so that He could  
ultimately redeem our suffering. Christ’s suffering can actually become a means to joy. What is your response 
to suffering? It reveals something about our hearts. Do we trust in the goodness of God?  

Is our faith one that is strong enough to endure the furnace of suffering? If you are suffering, know that God is 
inviting you to trust His goodness. Through our trials and tribulations, we must know that God is with us. He 
will never leave us or forsake us. 

In Christ’s Love,                                                                                                                                                                    
Bro Frank 



DATES TO REMEMBER: 
MB125 Conference– Date: June 28th-July 1st 
Independence Day– Date: July 4th 
Executive Board Meeting– Date: Thursday, July 6th Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Bowling Green Second 
Baptist Church 
Lighthouse Ministries Dinner & Movie Night– Date: July 7th Time: 6:00 p.m. Place: 203 East Maple, 
Curryville, MO Door Prizes!!! 
Vacation Bible School– Dates: July 9th-13th Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m. Place: Curryville Baptist Church 
Youth Camp– Date: July 10th-14th 
Vacation Bible School– Dates: July 10th-14th Time: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Place: Eolia Baptist Church 
Vacation Bible School– Date: July 16th-20th Time: 6:00-8:30 p.m. Place: Edgewood Baptist Church 
Special Mission Opportunity– Date: July 17th-20th, Pike County Christian School will have a work 
week getting their facility ready for the 2017-2018 school year. Come join other missionaries in glorify-
ing God. We will get the privilege of serving in painting, cleaning, construction, etc. Please join us at 8 
a.m. every morning, as we work diligently to get the building ready for students. If your church family 
would like to provide a lunch, please call 573-470-8820.  
County-Wide Community Worship Service– Date: July 23rd Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m. Place: Pike   
County Fair Grounds (Air Conditioned Building) 
MO State & County Fair Evangelism Outreach- SRBA has agreed to serve at the following fairs. 
*Pike County Fair in Bowling Green– July 24th-28th– 5:00-8:30 p.m. * Missouri State Fair in      
Sedalia– August 19th– 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Are you willing to share a 3-minute presentation of the 
Gospel? Please mark your calendars now and let Bro. Frank know if you are interested in this wonderful 
outreach opportunity.  
Children’s Camp: August 7th-11th Place: Camp Inlow Cost: $80.00 per camper  Please turn in camp 
forms and camp fees to the SRBA office by July 5th! (SRBA has a Drop Box) See your church for 
camp forms or check out our website www.saltriverba.com. 
Disaster Relief Recertification Event– Date: July 28th– 29th Place: Jefferson City, MO For more   
information, go to http://mobaptist.org 
SRBA Annual Worship Service– Date: September 27th Place: Spencer Creek Baptist Church 
SRBA Annual Meeting– Date: September 30th Place: Family Resource Center 
MBC Annual Meeting– Date: October 23rd– 25th Place: Raytown, MO 
Church Families- If you have a special event coming up at your church and would like it put in the 
SRBA newsletter or placed on our website, please get us a flyer. You can send it by mail, e-mail, or just 
drop it off at the SRBA office. Please have information to us by the third Monday of each month. 
Need Prayer? Call our SRBA Prayer Director, Theresa Trower at 573-324-3814.  
NEED Biblical Counseling? – Call Bro. Kevin Ford at 573-470-1736.                                                                         



Salt River Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 368 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 
(Return Service Requested) 

Check out our website: www.saltriverba.com 

GIVE HOPE IN JULY!!!  
The needs continue to grow! People in 
your community are seeking help. They 
need to know that you care. Please go 
through your cabinets and collect some 
non-perishable food items to donate to 
the following outreaches.                                         

Angel Wings Program:  
Phone: 573-242-3261  

Address: 20389 Hwy W 
Clarksville, MO 63336 

The Community Food Pantry:  
Phone: 573-754-2421  
Address: 414 Georgia 
Louisiana, MO 63353  

Bowling Green Hope Center: 
Phone: 573-324-6255  

Address: 30 North Court 
Bowling Green, MO 63334 

Thank you for your support!  

 

 
 

 

Attention… 
Children’s Camp Forms & Money Fees 
 Due in SRBA Office  July 5th 
Children’s Camp- August 7th-11th 

Don’t forget! We have a drop box! Any questions call Amy at 573-470-9340. 

Annual Worship Service   
Date: September 27th Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Place: Spencer Creek Baptist Church 

 Annual Meeting  
Date: September 30th 

Time: 9:00 a.m.  
Place: Family Resource Center 
Join us for a carry-in dinner! 

Happy 4th of July!!!! Remember to celebrate the Freedom we have received from Christ! 

Thursday Nights-  7:00 p.m.       
First Baptist Church 608 S. Carolina Louisiana, MO 63353 

Friday Nights-  7:00 p.m.       
God’s House of Ministry 3407 N. Hwy 79 Elsberry, MO 63343 

County-Wide Community Worship Service 
Date: Sunday, July 23rd Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Place: Pike County Fair Grounds 
Special Music by area Churches!   

(Air Conditioned Building!) 
A free will offering will be received for the Hope Center  

and the BG Ministerial Alliance Association 

Please bring non-perishable canned goods for the Hope Center. 
If you would like to participate or would like more information,  

call Bess Gamm 324-3843 or Amy Land 573-470-9340 
Sponsored by the Bowling Green P.A.C.T. (Prayer in Action in Christ Together) Group & BGMA 

“Share Jesus with someone this week!” 


