
 

 

 

Bible Study 2022 
Jesus Saves

In Cabin Activity 
The two bible stories we are looking at this week 
at camp are Ruth and Zacchaeus. There are 
several great aspects of each of these stories that 
we will dive into through the 4 days of camp, but 
one concrete aspect that connects the two 
stories is a tree. Part of the purpose of the book 
the Ruth is to establish Jesus’ genealogy (family 
tree) and we find Zacchaeus in a tree trying to 
see Jesus. So the in-cabin acFvity is to make trees 
that can be used in both stories. 

Supplies: 
• Brown paper bags 
• Pompoms, tissues paper, or nature items (options for leaves) 
• Glue (type of glue depends on leaf type) 
• Scissors 
• Sharpies 
Instructions: 
• If using nature items have students collect items from around camp before hand. 
• Put names on the bottom of the bags using the sharpie. 
• Cut 1/4 inch strips into the top of the brown paper sacks all the way down to the fold in the 

bag. 
• Open the sack, leaving the bottom of the sack flat, scrunch the rest of the sack into a trunk. 
• Using the cut strips, twist each one into branches. 
• Glue on leaves. For pompoms and tissue paper use school glue or tacky glue. If you are 

using nature items, consider aiding students in using hot glue to adhere the items. 
• Additional touch: you could add a little Zacchaeus into the tree or have students write 

Jesus’s genealogy on the leaves for an additional bible connection.



 
 

Suggested Bible Study schedule: 

 
 

Instructions & Daily Schedule 

Day 2 Lesson 
• 15-20 Minutes: In Cabin 

AcFvity 
• 5-10 Minutes: Worship/ 

Prayer  
• 20-30 Minutes: Bible 

Study 

Day 3 Lesson 
• 15-20 Minutes: In Cabin 

AcFvity 
• 5-10 Minutes: Worship/ 

Prayer  
• 20-30 Minutes: Bible 

Study  

Bible Study InstrucFon: 
The Bible study is divided into 2 days with an old testament and new 
testament story. The old testament story is the book of Ruth and might 
require more Fme than just the morning bible study Fme, consider 
covering some of it during night Fme devoFonals. This will all depend on 
the needs within your cabin.  The new testament story is Zacchaeus that 
should be able to be covered in the morning bible study Fme.



 

Bible Study
Old Testament Bible Study 

The Book of Ruth 
The Book of Ruth is 4 chapters long, it establishes part of David’s genealogy, it shows how obedient 
people can be saved by God’s providence and become part of His larger plan, and it establishes an 
important phase of redempFon, Kinsman Redeemer. Read all 4 chapters. 

Fun Fact: There are only 2 books in the Bible named a_er women. What are they? One is Esther; she 
saves an enFre Israelite generaFon from destrucFon. The other is Ruth. So why would a simple love 
story become an enFre book in the Bible? Compare Ruth 4:18-22 to Madhew 1:1-16. Why is Ruth so 
important? It establishes Jesus in David’s lineage. Use the Genealogy Comparison Worksheet 

Vocabulary: Use the Ruth Worksheet to have the campers write down the definiFons. 
• RedempFon- is the act of saving or being saved from sin, error, or evil. 
• Kinsman Redeemer: a male relaFve, according to the Old Testament Law, who had the 

responsibility to act on behalf of a relaFve who was in trouble, danger, or need. (Genesis 48:16, 
Exodus 6:6, LeviFcus 27:9-25). Throughout the Old Testament, God is Israel’s Redeemer, the one 
who promises to save them and return them to the promise land. God is both Father and Deliverer. 
In the New Testament, Christ Jesus is regarded as an example of a kinsman-redeemer because, as 
our brother (Hebrews 2:11), He also redeems us because of our need to be rescued from sin. 

• The Hebrew word for redeemer in many of its forms is a verb that indicates the act of protecFon.  
• Repentance- to change your mind. To be going in one direcFon, then to change your mind, turn 

around, and go in the other direcFon. 

Historical Context: 
• Ruth takes place in the Fme of the Judges. 

• This is a dark Fme in the history of Israel.  
• Israel gets into a bad habit of doing what is right in their own eyes. Why might this be 

dangerous? What are some things that you think are right, but might not follow what the 
Bible says? 

Bible Story: 
As the book of Ruth begins, we find Naomi and her husband Elimelech in their hometown of 
Bethlehem. Fun Fact, Bethlehem translates to mean The House of Bread and Praise. A famine hits 
Bethlehem; Naomi and Elimelech decide to move their family to Moab. They thought that moving to 
Moab was the right thing to do without seeking God’s direcFon. Another fun fact: God refers to 
Moab as a garbage can (Psalms 108:9). What is so bad about Moab? Glad you asked… We won’t get 
into the whole “Lot” of it all, but Moabites worshipped a god, Chemosh, which they o_en 
worshipped with human sacrifices. So Naomi and her family are away from God in the land of Moab. 
Naomi’s sons break Mosaic Law and marry Moabite women. Away from God and breaking God’s law, 
trouble finds Naomi’s family. Elimelech and his sons die. Naomi is all alone in a foreign land.  We are 
going to look at the rest of the story by examining Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz and how they dealt with 
this situaFon. Use the Ruth Worksheet to write out each of characters’ traits. 



 
 

Bible Study 

Naomi 

• After losing her husband and sons, Naomi encourages her daughters-in-law to return to their 
families. During the time her daughters-in-law had spent with Naomi we can be certain that they 
learned about the God that Naomi and her family worshipped. By telling them to return to their 
families, Naomi is encouraging them to return to worshipping a different god.  

• Naomi would rather be alone than to turn to the God she loves or to her daughters-in-law. 
• Following the loss of her husband and sons, Naomi asks people to call her Mara, which means 

bitter. 
• Naomi becomes consumed with her grief and does not consider the safety of Ruth. She sends Ruth 

out to glean in the fields without any protection. But because of the mercy of Boaz toward Ruth, 
Naomi quickly realizes she has been wrong to neglect Ruth. Naomi sees the hope God has provided 
through Boaz and chooses to leave her grief to move-on from her past pain.  

• Naomi even helps Ruth by giving her instructions on how to go to Boaz, to claim him as her 
Kinsman Redeemer (More details to come).

Ruth 

• Ruth chooses to stay with Naomi and go back to Bethlehem. Ruth is loyal to Naomi and the God she 
worships. 

• Ruth makes 4 promises to Naomi: 
• To go where she goes (Accompany). 
• To live where she lives (Abide). 
• Naomi’s people to be her people (Belong). 
• Naomi’s God will be her God (God open’s the doors for salvation). 

• Ruth committed her life to the Lord in that moment. Read 2 Corinthians 7:10. Ruth shows real 
repentance through her grief and it leads her to salvation in the Lord. 

• What did Ruth repent from? Worshipping other gods. This is demonstrated in her choice to stay 
with Naomi. 

• Ruth finds a way to provide for herself and Naomi by gleaning in the fields, picking up whatever 
grain the harvesters left behind. Ruth has a servant’s heart, and it draws the attention of Boaz.  

• Ruth ends up gleaning in Boaz’s fields. 



 
 

Bible Study 

Boaz 
• Boaz is a man of noble character.  We see this in his actions in chapter 2. 
• Boaz is a relative to Naomi’s husband Elimelech. In Mosaic Law, the nearest relative to a childless 

widow would marry the widow and any children they had would be considered the heirs of the 
previous husband (Deuteronomy 25:5-6). In this way, the kinsman redeemer (Boaz) was helping to 
continue that family line rather than his own.  

• Boaz also follows another Mosaic Law. According to Leviticus 19:9-10, a certain amount of grain 
must be left behind in the field after the harvest for the poor and those who could not provide for 
themselves. Usually, the amount of grain left was very little and would not provide an easy life for 
the poor. Boaz is faithful to God’s Law. 

• Boaz notices Ruth and does not focus of the fact that she is a foreigner. Instead, he sees her and 
her willingness to serve Naomi and honor God. 

• Boaz makes arrangements to make Ruth’s life easier and he provides for her and Naomi. 
• Boaz is willing to redeem Ruth as her Kinsman Redeemer.

The Threshing Floor 
• The threshing floor was the place where the grain was extracted from the rest of the plant. All the 

harvesters would spend days and nights on the threshing floor manually extracted the grain. They 
did this to protect the harvest form thieves, to celebrate the abundance of the harvest, and to 
worship God for the provisions.  

• Naomi gives Ruth instructions on how to claim Boaz as her redeemer and it takes place at the 
threshing floor. There is a parallel between Naomi’s instructions to Ruth and the picture of a 
sinner coming to saving grace. 

• Wash- Titus 3:5; make clean or ask for forgiveness of our sins 
• Anoint- 1 John 2:20; outward expression of being set apart by God 
• Put on your best clothes- Romans 4:25- Breast Plate of Righteousness 
• Go to the threshing floor- while Jesus calls us into salvation, it does require an action on our 

part to claim it. This is not by works, by an act to claim His salvation for ourselves.  
• Campers, how do you know if God is calling you to salvation with Him? 

• Let them answer. Direct them to the feelings of conviction of sins and a desire to repent 
from them.  

• We have to claim Jesus as our Kinsman Redeemer. Ask God to forgive us of our sins. Allow 
the Holy Spirit to guide us, and to put on the Armor of God. If that is something you are 
ready to do find a sponsor in your cabin and tell them you are ready to accept Christ as your 
Lord and Savior.



New Testament Bible Study 
Luke 19:1-10 

Read Luke 19:1-10 
We see 2 main characters in this story. Let's get to know these characters better. Use the Zacchaeus 
Worksheet to fill in each character box. 

Jesus 
• Luke 4:16-18; Titus 2:11-14- Jesus is Redeemer 
• Ephesians 1:7 and 1 Peter 1:18-19- Jesus paid with His own blood for our redemption. 
• Luke 24:44-45- Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament promise for a redeemer. 
• Luke 19:10- Jesus came to earth to seek and save the lost.

Zacchaeus 
• Chief Tax Collector- being a tax collector came with a reputation of corruption. They would cheat 

people out of extra money to pad their own pockets. Also, the tax collectors where employed by 
the Roman government and the government was known for its oppression of the Jewish people.  

• He was rich. This confirmed that he was cheating people out of money. 
• Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus; so he climbed up a tree. 

Salvation 
• What does it mean to be lost? Due to sin, people cannot find their way to God/ heaven. We as 

people, are in the wrong place. From creation., it was God’s intent to be with man, but sin 
separated man from God. So if our rightful place is with God, we are lost without Him and are in 
need of salvation. 

• Zacchaeus put himself in a position to come into contact with Jesus and from that initial contact 
Jesus calls him by name or you could say He seeks and saves Zacchaeus. Similar to Ruth, there is 
an action required on our part as sinners and that is to come to Jesus when he calls our names. 
Camper’s, you have put yourself into a position to come into contact with Jesus. Is he calling you 
to salvation?

Bible Study 

Redemption 
• Remind campers of the definitions of redemption and repentance from the story of Ruth.  
• Zacchaeus was redeemed from his sins as a tax collector. 
• Zacchaeus went on to repent of his sins of cheating people out of money by changing his behavior. 

What are some things that he changed? 
• Once we have been called and redeemed out our sins, we must work at living a life that is faith to 

the word of God and rooted in love, joy, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. We are not redeemed by our works (James 2:18), but by our faith in Jesus. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Worksheet 

Redemption 

Kinsman Redeemer 

Repentance 

Naomi 

Ruth 

Boaz 



 

 

 

 

Zacchaeus Worksheet

Jesus

Zacchaeus

SalvaFon

RedempFon & Repentance



Genealogy Comparison Worksheet

Ruth 4:18-22 

David’s Genealogy from Judah’s 
Son 

18 Now these are the family 
records of Perez:


Perez fathered Hezron,


19 Hezron fathered Ram,[a]


Ram fathered Amminadab,


20 Amminadab fathered 
Nahshon,


Nahshon fathered Salmon,


21 Salmon fathered Boaz,


Boaz fathered Obed,


22 Obed fathered Jesse,


and Jesse fathered David.

Matthew 1:2-6 

From Abraham to David 

2 Abraham fathered[a] Isaac,


Isaac fathered Jacob,


Jacob fathered Judah and his 
brothers,


3 Judah fathered Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar,


Perez fathered Hezron,


Hezron fathered Aram,


4 Aram fathered Amminadab,


Amminadab fathered Nahshon,


Nahshon fathered Salmon,


5 Salmon fathered Boaz by 
Rahab,


Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,


Obed fathered Jesse,


6 and Jesse fathered King 
David.


Highlight any names that are the same in each passage.


