
Loop 8 – Gloss Mountain Loop 
 
What to Expect:  This Loop offers the uniqueness of the rugged, high topped mesas 
springing up from the relatively flat land.  They glitter with the brightest hues of red, 
blue, white, shades of green and golden yellow. These mesas contain three types of 
gypsum:  satin spar, massive, and selenite.  The cap rock is massive gypsum.  The 
selenite is shiny and crumbly and the satin spar, sometimes crystalline, is stained with 
various tones of red.  Here in the mesas look for soaring Turkey Vultures, roadrunners 
pursuing lizards, and listen for the echoing song of the Rock Wren.  Beneath the mesas 
lie geologic formations from the Pennsylvania era (over 350 million years ago) that 
produce oil and gas.   
  
Lodging: Lodging in Fairview; Lodge/Private Camping: Gloss Mountain Outfitters 
 
Birding Route:  For a great birding weekend in this area, consider traveling this Loop in 
conjunction with the Cimarron Loop (to the west).  Gloss Mountain Scenic Route (8-2) is 
a drive between Orienta and Bouse Junction on State Hwy 412 that will take you along 
24 miles of the breathtaking Gloss Mountains. About 6 miles west from Orienta stop at 
Gloss Mountain State Park (8-1). There is a handicap-accessible trail if you want a quick 
visit or you can hike the Cathedral Mountain Trail (1.2 miles total length) from the lower 
parking lot and picnic area to the top of Cathedral Mountain where the trail continues 
across the mesa and at trail’s end take in a spectacular 360° view.  In a delightful show 
of hospitality and good conservation, the state park staff provides pieces of selenite in 
two baskets at adjoining trails. In exchange they ask that you leave everything else 
untouched for the enjoyment of future visitors.   

Travel back east on the Gloss Mountain Scenic Route (8-2) (State Hwy 412) for 6.1 miles 
and continue east onto State Hwy 60. Travel approximately 3 miles and turn north on 
State Hwy 8 and travel about 6 miles (pass through Cleo Springs) and stop at the Sod 
House Museum (8-3) for a fun break to find out how the bison actually helped pioneers 
with material to build their first homes on the prairie as well as to watch birds in the 
shelterbelt around the museum. Continue north on State Hwy 8 for almost 2.5 miles and 
turn left onto State Hwy 8B and start west on the Waynoka/Aline route (6-6). Follow 
directions for the Birding Route under Cimarron Loop. 

Off the Beaten Trail: If you have a high clearance vehicle drive the 26 mile Griever 
Canyon Scenic Route (8-4), through amazing Technicolor mesas exhibiting geologic 
features resembling turrets, spires, and even a teepee.  It is recommended to travel with 
the sun to your back for the optimal experience. To begin, travel 2 miles north of 
Fairview on Hwy 60 and turn west onto E0490 Rd. Travel about 7 ½ miles and turn north 
onto N2465 Rd.  This road will eventually curve to the left (west) and become E0480 Rd.  
Travel this road for about 14 miles.  At a “Y” in the road curve right (north) and continue 
until road curves back to the west (a little over 4 miles) and becomes E0455 Rd.  This 

http://www.visitfairviewok.com/eatslodging.html
https://www.glossmountainoutfitters.com/
https://www.travelok.com/state-parks/3030
http://www.okmajordev.org/uploads/4/5/4/7/4547543/gloss_mountain_state_park_brochure_-_website_version.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/sites/sodhouse.php
https://www.okhistory.org/sites/sodhouse.php


road will intersect with State Hwy 281 in a little over 2.5 miles, south of junction State 
Hwy 412. 

Guest Ranches:  Allow the Gloss Mountain Outfitters (8-5) (info under Lodging) to 
arrange a trip for campers, hikers and horseback riders of any experience as well as 
lodging at Cedar Haven Lodge. Scenic vistas, wildflowers, caverns, sunsets and more 
await you. Orient Lodge & Country Club (8-6) 580.227.0622 offers package guided 
hunting, hayrack rides, cook outs, nature trails and camp outs. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.glossmountainoutfitters.com/

