
Dear Members and Friends of Jesse Lee: 

The Jesse Lee Church Council members met Monday this week to discuss, among other things, the 

current state of our COVID protocols to take into account the changing data and guidance available from 

local and federal public health authorities. As I am sure you are aware, positive COVID case rates, 

hospitalizations and deaths are all trending in the right direction in our area. The State of Connecticut 

and Town of Easton have lifted mask restrictions. Guidance from the public health officials (as well as 

the New York Annual Conference) is for schools, businesses and communities to carefully consider the 

local trends in determining appropriate safety precautions around COVID-19. 

I am happy to say that due to the prevailing local conditions the Church Council has agreed to eliminate 

mandatory masking. Going forward masking will be optional and at discretion of each individual. This 

coming Sunday, we will open up the pews, have Hymnals returned and begin looking for volunteers to 

coordinate coffee and fellowship after services. After two long years we will indeed return to some 

semblance of normalcy with our worship service. These changes will also apply to other organizations 

that use our facilities, such as Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and AA. 

This is all very good news, however, the Council also wants to emphasize the importance for all 

members to remain safe and vigilant. The pandemic is not yet over and conditions, as we have seen too 

often, are prone to change. Many of our members are in the high risk group making them prone to more 

severe consequences if infected. We wish to encourage anyone who has not yet been vaccinated and/or 

boosted to carefully consider doing so for their own health and safety and for those around them. We 

also encourage all members at higher risk to continue to feel comfortable masking or to participate in 

the worship service via Zoom.  

Incidentally, Jesse Lee’s hybrid in-person and Zoom service will continue for the foreseeable future. In 

fact, as announced previously the Council has “greenlighted” a project to significantly upgrade the 

sound system in the sanctuary with the intent to enhance our current Zoom service audio (thanks to a 

generous donation made in honor of Paul Rawson). Our goal is indeed to come out of our “post 

quarantine church” stronger, reinvigorated and ready to carry on the ministry of Jesse Lee. 

In closing, on behalf of the Council and Pastor Fern, thank you all for your patience and support as we do 

our best to navigate these turbulent and unchartered waters. With your continued prayers and focus on 

our centuries old ministry we will get through this together! 

 


