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May 2022 

Circuit Writer   

Jesse Lee United Methodist Church  25 Flat Rock Rd. Easton, Ct 06612 
                                       Phone: 203 372-8250                            
                                  Website: www.jesselee.org                             
                                Email: Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

Church Calendar 
 
Worship 10:00 am  5/1,8,15,22,29 
Prayer Time  Wednesday’s 7:00 pm-8:00 pm via zoom 
Mother’s Day May 8th 
Church Council  5/9   7:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal  9:15 am 5/1,8,15,22,29  
 

Jesse Lee Birthdays 
Izzy Everett             May 4th 
Patty Gelineau        May 5th 
Nancy Gault            May 11th 
Sid Rao                     May 15th  
Elizabeth Berg         May 17th 
Kathie Sabia            May 18th 
Joanne Kant            May 27th 
Jackee Candee        May 28th  
Pat Halzack Keller   May 31st  

          A Message from Pastor Fern Blair Hart                   

April showers bring May flowers – that said, then May should be awash with bursting blooms this year!   

 

At JLUMC we have been quite busy – we’ve just finished up with Easter Sunday.  Did you know that it will be 
Easter until Pentecost on June 5th this year?  Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles and other followers of Jesus while they were in Jerusalem for the Feast of Weeks as described in 
Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-31). 

 

We have begun our Wednesday evening prayer group with a small but faithful group.  Come one come all – 
stay for a few minutes or the entire hour.  We begin at 7:00 p.m. and wrap up at 8:00 p.m. It is entirely via 
Zoom.  Remember the members of the Church at Thessalonica were told by St. Paul to pray without ceas-
ing.  We should as well.  This does not mean we should spend all our time on our knees praying but it does 
mean we should unceasingly be having a conversation with our Lord.  

 

We are almost complete with our Lenten book study “Witness at the Cross” by Amy-Jill Levine.  We meet on Tuesday 
evening from 7 to 8:15 also via Zoom.   

 

Small groups such as the above book study and Bible studies are important to the life of a church not only for the learn-
ing from the study but from the bonding and camaraderie forged among members.  It is in these groups that church members 
get to know others of whom we may have had only a passing knowledge. 

Next April I propose a church wide Earth Day program.  We would celebrate on Saturday, April 22, 2023.  We could 
publicize this in the Easton Courier and other appropriate venues and would invite members of the community in to share with 
us.  More on this later.  Do not forget our spring shredding event on Saturday, May 14 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. rain or 
shine.  Come and help – stay a little time or stay a lot.  Remember many hands make light work.  

 

I am proposing formal Church school in fall of 2022 and a confirmation class in 2023.  Make sure to read Renee Hucka-
bee’s essay on Sunday school – it is excellent. 

 

We have resumed fellowship in Bennett Hall after worship and it is very popular.  

 

Speaking of very popular I would be remiss if I didn’t mention the excellent Easter egg hunt which was on April 16.  I 
know much has already been said about this, but we can never overpublicize a happy fun time.  There were many kids and par-
ents, and I did not hear one crier.  The kids were quiet, too. 

 

 You are all in my prayers as is Jesse Lee UMC.  I hope I am in yours as well.  Each week has seen a small increase in our 
person attendance as folks venture back to church.  In the coming weeks and months, I pray we are able to continue to get back 
a little more to “normal.”  I put normal in quotes because I am not sure what normal really is unless you are talking about a cycle 
on the washing machine.    

 

 God’s blessings in abundance to you and yours.  With much love,               Pastor Fern 

 

http://www.jesselee.org
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Jesse Lee UMC, 

Our Fellowship time has restarted! We are looking for the 
following donations: 
          
 . Sugar Packets 
 . Cream for Coffee 
 . De Caf or Regular Coffee 
 . Juice or Cider 
 . Dessert Plates, disposable juice cups or coffee cups 
 . Dessert,  anything you would like to buy or bake 

If you can donate any of the following please call or text Lorraine at 203-993-0556, or email Lorraine   at  
l orrainerswindon@gmail.com   
            Looking forward to seeing you and enjoying your company, warm regards, Lorraine 
 

Online Donations 

We are excited to announce the introduction of an electron-
ic option for making regular offerings, memorial donations, 
altar flowers,  or donations to our Outreach Committee pro-
jects.  Contributions can now be debited automatically from 
your checking or savings account or processed using your 
credit or debit card. Our new electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and provides donation consisten-
cy for our congregation.  
 
To get started, visit the website at jesselee.org, look for  the online giving icon, and set up 
your recurring giving schedule. The first time you give, you will select a password that will en-
able you to log in at any time and make changes to your giving or view your complete giving 
history.  It is fine if you do not wish to set up an account.  You may click on one of the tiles, fill 
out the form and add to Basket.  You will be offered the opportunity to help cover the credit 
card or ACH processing  fee. 
 
Your donations will be recorded by us just as if you send a check to the church or give in per-
son during our Sunday service.  I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
 
This is a step forward, we hope, as we adjust to the new post-pandemic world of in-person 
and zoom services.  We are partnered with VANCO and our New York Annual Conference, 
which has provided our churches this opportunity.                               
                                               Thank you, Andree Halcott Financial Secretary 

mailto:lorrainerswindon@gmail.com
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 The Council of Churches’ Raising the B.A.R. 

(Becoming AntiRacist) team invites you into 

sacred conversations in a safe space to talk 

about the history of race and the American 

Church. The series begins on April 28 

and continues through July 7 on 
Thursday evenings (7:30-8:45) on 

Zoom. Though the series will span 11 

weeks, each session covers a distinct topic, 

so you’re welcome to attend as many as you 

wish.   

 

Guided by The Color of Compromise book, 

video series by its author, Jemar Tisby, and 

our capable and dedicated team of facilita-

tors the series moves chronologically from 

America’s colonial past to today’s Black Lives 

Matter movement.   

Jesse Lee UMC prays for peace in Ukraine.  We have planted “sunflowers” in support of the 
country.  Now we are providing financial assistance for the Ukrainian people suffering from 
the Russian invasion of their country.  We have raised $825 which will go to the UMCOR In-
ternational Disaster Response and Recovery to provide humanitarian aid for the people in 
Ukraine as well as assistance for people fleeing to neighboring countries for safety.  Thank 
you all for your generosity! 
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Baked Goods will be available 
            Keep an eye out for how you can volunteer for our event.  



 5 

Recycle That Bicycle! - Have a bicycle you aren’t using anymore?  
Golden Hill UMC is looking for donations of bikes for their annual Used 
Bike Giveaway on June 4th for families in need. Bikes should be in decent 
shape (a few minor repairs is ok). Deadline to donate is May 21st. Please 
contact Phyllis Grafton at 203-386-8973 with any questions and to arrange 
pickup. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday school is a time when children can grow to 
learn and develop their faith and knowledge in Christianity. 
It’s a place where they can develop positive friendships of 
love that last a lifetime by discovering God’s word together. 
They will learn from a curriculum designed to build a strong 
Christian foundation that will help them understand how 
the word of God points to Christ.  This will be done in ways 
that are engaging, relevant, and fun. 
  Sending your child to Sunday school shows them that 
God's word is important, and will fully equip them to go 
through the journey of life in a positive way. 

At Jesse Lee we strive to make our Sunday school a 
fun, safe place to learn of the love God has for them. 
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Church Council Meeting April 11, 2022—Recap 

  

Pastor Fern stated that the Lenten Study is continuing. Wednesday night prayer time has started. Pastor 
Fern hopes as time passes more people will join.  
 

Finance reported that we are experiencing an increase trend. January and February were high in spend-
ing, although the church has reduced spending in several areas.  There was a discussion about trying to in-
crease revenues with some sort of fundraiser.  Cheryl and  Andrée are working on an online giving tool to 
make it easier for people to make  donations online.  

Outreach Reported that they have collected $825 for Ukraine to be donated through UMCOR They are 
looking into outreach activities for May – possible homes for the brave, bicycle collection and will partici-
pate in food packing on 4/21 - Covenant Church for Ukraine. Andree is planning on attending. 

Trustees is planning on a spring cleanup event. Indoors and outdoors around church. Will enlist Boy 
Scouts to help. 

  

Old Business 

Co-operative Parish – talking about possibility of sharing services. 10 churches all doing the same thing. 
Attendance is down – push is to share. A discussion ensued regarding sharing activities. Many churches are 
experiencing the same situations. Smaller Sunday schools, prayer times etc.  

Shredding Event Steve – please volunteer, we will have a bake sale  Steve will check for cones to help with 
traffic flow. We need handouts, brochure, questionnaire – Steve & Jim will work on this. Jim asked Michele 
to find the old brochures.  

Paul Rawson’s service- Expect approximately 100 people. Ways to have a reception and keep it safe in re-
gard to COVID ensued. 

There was a request from library to use Jesse Lee as a holding place for books prior to the book sale. The 
logistics were discussed, Fern will reach out with the questions that were raised. We need to be good 
neighbors so we will do our best to accommodate their request. 

Discussed final details of the upcoming Easter Egg hunt. 

 

Next meeting May 9, 2022 7:30pm 

 

A complete copy of the minutes is available in the church office or upon request.  

Letter received: 

Dear Jesse Lee Friends and members and Pastor Fern, 

Thank you for your help in encouraging me to get well after my 2 surgeries 

since October. Your cards brought happiness to my heart and tears to my 

eyes. It will be long remembered. 

                                                              Fondly Marilyn Collis 4/2/2022 
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Easter Egg Hunt 2022 
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                        Church Partnership Continues 

              For more than 5 years Jesse Lee UMC has partnered with the Congregational Church of Easton to 

provide a monthly community supper. Currently we deliver food to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission but 

are unable to serve due to COVID restrictions.  Volunteers are needed to make main dishes such as chicken or 

macaroni and cheese and desserts. We provide a meal on the third Tuesday of each month and food needs to 

be at the Congregational Church by 3:00 PM. You don't need to make a monthly commitment; you can partici-

pate as your schedule permits. If you would like to help please contact the Congregational Church 

at cchurcheaston@gmail.com or 203 261-2527.                                            

In the next couple of months we will be working on a new Church Directory—If you 

have moved, or have a new email address or phone number please let the church 

office know.—Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:cchurcheaston@gmail.com
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These two photos 

were found recently 

in a file cabinet at 

church.  The photos 

and note are undat-

ed.  The top photo is 

circa 1900. The 

bottom photo is circa 
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The FEED initiative of the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport is looking for volunteers.   

1.Shopping for fresh produce at Restaurant Depot in Orange-weekly on Mondays between 9-4:00 

2.Feed Mobile Marketplace Truck-load produce at Feed Center in Bridgeport, set up table at Housatonic    

    College, bag produce at checkout and load truck for return-weekly on Tuesday 10 Am-1:00 PM 

3. Pick up donated produce from Shop Rite in Milford-Daily 9-10:00 AM 

 

Sort and box donated food at FEED in Bridgeport-Daily 11:00-1:00PM 

 

If you would like more information or are able to volunteer contact Vetiveah Harrison  at 

203 331-6182 or vetiveahharrison@ccgb.org 

 
 

 

 

Look for us on Facebook—Jesse Lee Church– 
we post updates weekly. Be sure to add us as a 
friend and share our posts. 

 

Check out our website at jesslee.org  You 
will find our latest news and calendar. Also 
links to our latest bulletin & Circuit Writer. 
We will be adding information on a regular 
basis. Take a look! 

 

mailto:vetiveahharrison@ccgb.org
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Events in May 

The origins of Mother ’s Day as celebrated in 
the United States date back to the 19th cen-
tury. In the years before the Civil War, Ann 
Reeves Jarvis of West Virginia helped start 
“Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” to teach local 
women how to properly care for their chil-
dren. 

These clubs later became a unifying force in 
a region of the country still divided over the 
Civil War. In 1868 Jarvis organized 
“Mothers’ Friendship Day,” at which mothers 
gathered with former Union and Confederate soldiers to promote reconciliation.  
 
Another precursor to Mother ’s Day came from the abolitionist and suffragette  Julia Ward 
Howe. In 1870 Howe wrote the “Mother’s Day Proclamation,” a call to action that asked 
mothers to unite in promoting world peace. In 1873 Howe campaigned for a “Mother’s 
Peace Day” to be celebrated every June 2. 

Other early Mother’s Day pioneers include Juliet Calhoun Blakely, a  temperance activist 
who inspired a local Mother ’s Day in Albion, Michigan, in the 1870s. The duo of Mary 
Towles Sasseen and Frank Hering, meanwhile, both worked to organize a Mothers ’ Day 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Some have even called Hering “the father of 
Mothers’ Day.” 
 
The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a result of the efforts of Anna Jarvis, daugh-
ter of Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following her mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis conceived of Mother’s 
Day as a way of honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their children.  
 
After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia department store owner named John 
Wanamaker, in May 1908 she organized the first official Mother ’s Day celebration at a 
Methodist church in Grafton, West Virginia. That same day also saw thousands of people 
attend a Mother’s Day event at one of Wanamaker ’s retail stores in Philadelphia. 

Following the success of her first Mother ’s Day, Jarvis—who remained unmarried and 
childless her whole life—resolved to see her holiday added to the national calendar. Ar-
guing that American holidays were biased toward male achievements, she started a mas-
sive letter writing campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians urging the adoption 
of a special day honoring motherhood. 

By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted Mother ’s Day as an annual holi-
day, and Jarvis had established the Mother ’s Day International Association to help pro-
mote her cause. Her persistence paid off in 1914 when President  Woodrow Wil-
son signed a measure officially establishing the second Sunday in May as Mother ’s Day. 

Anna Jarvis had originally conceived of Mother ’s Day as a day of personal celebration 
between mothers and families. Her version of the day involved wearing a white carnation 
as a badge and visiting one ’s mother or attending church services. But once Mother ’s 
Day became a national holiday, it was not long before florists, card companies and other 
merchants capitalized on its popularity.  

http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/woodrow-wilson-proclaims-the-first-mothers-day-holiday
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While Jarvis had initially worked with the floral industry to help raise Mother ’s Day’s 
profile, by 1920 she had become disgusted with how the holiday had been commer-
cialized. She outwardly denounced the transformation and urged people to stop buy-
ing Mother’s Day flowers, cards and candies. 

Jarvis eventually resorted to an open campaign against Mother ’s Day profiteers, 
speaking out against confectioners, florists and even charities. She also launched 
countless lawsuits against groups that had used the name “Mother’s Day,” eventually 
spending most of her personal wealth in legal fees. By the time of her death in 1948 
Jarvis had disowned the holiday altogether, and even actively lobbied the government 
to see it removed from the American calendar.  

Memorial Day, formerly Decoration Day, in 
the United States, holiday (last Monday in May) 
honoring those who have died in the nation’s wars. 
It originated during the American Civil War when 
citizens placed flowers on the graves of those who 
had been killed in battle. More than a half dozen 
places have claimed to be the birthplace of the holi-
day. In October 1864, for instance, three women in 
Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, are said to have decorat-
ed the graves of loved ones who died during the 
Civil War; they then returned in July 1865 accompa-
nied by many of their fellow citizens for a more gen-
eral commemoration. A large observance, primarily 
involving African Americans, took place in May 1865 in Charleston, South Carolina. Columbus, 
Mississippi, held a formal observance for both Union and Confederate dead in 1866. By con-
gressional proclamation in 1966, Waterloo, New York, was cited as the birthplace, also in 1866, 
of the observance. In 1868 John A. Logan, the commander in chief of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, an organization of Union veterans, promoted a national holiday on May 30 “for the 
purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in 
defense of their country during the late rebellion.”  
 
Memorial Day is celebrated on Monday, May 20, 2022. 
 
After World War I, as the day came to be observed in honor of those who had died in all U.S. 
wars, its name changed from Decoration Day to Memorial Day. Since 1971 Memorial Day has 
been observed on the last Monday in May. A number of Southern states also observe a sepa-
rate day to honor the Confederate dead. Memorial Day is observed with the laying of a wreath 
at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, and by reli-
gious services, parades, and speeches nationwide. Flags, insignia, and flowers are placed on 
the graves of veterans in local cemeteries. The day has also come to signal the beginning 
of summer in the United States. 
 

BY The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica   
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Interfaith Forum on Coming of Age and Marriage 

Tuesday May 3rd 7:00pm 

Representatives  of Muslim, Jewish, Christian and Baha'i faiths 

will describe their beliefs and practices regarding coming-of-age 

events. ALL are welcome to this free event. The event is hosted 

by Multicultural Affairs (multicultural@bridgeport.edu) for in-

formation contact Frank.basler@gmail.com  

Events in our area 

Green Village Initiative is a non-profit in Bridgeport, Connecticut 

whose mission is to grow food, knowledge, leadership and com-

munity, through urban gardening and farming, to create a more 

just food system in Bridgeport.  They are offering: 

 

The Urban Farmer Training Course  
GVI and UCONN Extension are excited to offer 
this 6 month course for beginning farmers and 
gardeners interested in ramping up their vegetable 
production skills. 
 
If you would like to receive updates and infor-
mation about this program, please email  commu-
nitygardens@gogvi.org and let us know that you 
are interested in the Urban Farmer Training Pro-
gram. 
 
Their website is www.gogvi.org/  They are also 
looking for volunteers.  
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