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March 2022 

Circuit Writer   

Jesse Lee United Methodist Church  25 Flat Rock Rd. Easton, Ct 06612 
       Phone: 203 372-8250                   Website: www.jesselee.org                             
                                Email: Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

Church Calendar 
Imposition of ashes  3/2 9:00am-12noon 
Ash Wednesday Service  3/2 7:30pm 
First Sunday in Lent 3/6 
 “Witness of the Cross” Lenten Study 
3/8,15,22,29, 4/5,12 7:00pm via zoom  
Church Council  3/14 7:00pm 
Choir Rehearsal  3/6,13,20,27    9:15 am 

Jesse Lee Birthdays 
Brendan Herlihy     March 11 
Jon Davis           March 13 
Jeff Currier              March 17 
Renee Huckaby      March 21 

                            A Message from Pastor Fern Blair Hart                

        

 Ash Wednesday is fast upon us.  It is a week from this Wednesday.  It seems to me that 
the time between Christmas and Easter  goes faster and faster as I get older and older.   No 
matter.  One thing I have learned is the seasons, events, births and deaths all come in their own 
time.   We know spring is coming – we can tell by the later setting of the sun in the afternoon/
evening.  There will be more minutes and soon hours of light each day available to us.   
After I retired from my City of Danbury job, the first thing I did was to volunteer at a horse 
farm in Poughquag, New York.  I began my work there in the very cold month of February, so I 

was able to observe the horses with their thick winter coats.  But soon they began to shed and one of my 
jobs (very much enjoyed by me) was to groom them.  They would stand so patiently as piles of horsehair 
would fall to the ground like colored snow.  I learned that first year at the horse farm that the amount of 
light caused the horses to either shed their coats (in the spring – more minutes/hours of light) or grow 
thicker coats (in the fall – less minutes/hours of light.) I found this fact fascinating and I still do.  This is 
surely God’s hand at work causing this ingenious system of warming in the cold season and cooling in the 
warm season.  I can imagine God saying, “I got this about this season business.” 

Lent will be upon us beginning with Ash Wednesday next week.  I will open the church from 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. for anyone the imposition of ashes.  I will be in the narthex and if the weather is cooper-
ative, I can even be outside.  When I did this at my home church in Bethel and then Canaan, I called it 
“Ashes to Go.”  I am hoping to enlist the Easton Courier to help spread the word.  Then at 7:30 I will offer 
our traditional Ash Wednesday service with the imposition of ashes then as well.  The first Sunday in Lent 
is March 6 which we will observe in our usual hybrid manner.  Palm Sunday is April 10th and Easter is April 
17th.  All Sunday services will be at the usual 10:00 a.m. hour. 

I will be offering a small group book study beginning Tuesday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  The 
study is entitled “Witness at the Cross” by Amy-Jill Levine.  It tells in detail of Holy Friday and those who 
attended the crucifixion.   Ms. Levine is a wonderfully interesting writer.  The books are available from Am-
azon or I can order them using my Prime account with no shipping cost to you.  Please set aside 90 minutes 
a week for the six weeks of Lent to read, study and discuss.  You will be glad you did.  It will begin on March 
8 and conclude on April 12.   

We are busy!  It is good to be so.  I pray you all stay well.  God’s blessings in abundance to you.  

          With love, Pastor  Fern 

 

http://www.jesselee.org
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Turn your clocks ahead Sunday March 14th @ 2:00am 

Why do we have Daylight Saving Time to begin with? 

You might be wondering why we even bother to move our clocks forward for 
nine months of the year, just to move them back again. While it's a popular 
belief that Daylight Saving Time started because farmers wanted more daylight 
in the fields, this couldn't be further from the truth. In fact, farmers opposed 
this idea all throughout the 20th century. To get to the bottom of how Daylight 
Saving Time came to be, let’s go back in time to when one of America’s found-
ing fathers Benjamin Franklin first brought up the idea of Daylight Savings 
Time, around the 1780s.  
Franklin noticed people were sleeping through the early daylight hours and 
then complaining about the cost of candles to light their home at night. In a 
satirical essay (meaning, he wasn't 100% serious), Franklin joked that Parisians 
should change their sleep schedules and save money using sunshine instead of 
candles and lamp oil. While Franklin’s observations were grounded in humor, 
Daylight Savings Time was proposed in earnest years later by a man named 
George Hudson. 
George Hudson lived in New Zealand, where he collected bugs — yes, bugs! As an entomologist, he really valued the daylight hours 
because it was easier for him to track bugs while there was light enough to see them. In 1895, Hudson proposed that we move the 
clocks ahead, which would provide more after-work hours of daylight to go hunting for insects. Although New Zealand rejected 
Hudson's proposal, that's when the idea really started to spread. 
Seven years later, British builder William Willet had the same lightbulb moment and proposed Daylight Saving Time to British Parlia-
ment as a way to prevent the country from wasting daylight. While the likes of Winston Churchill championed his idea, it was ulti-
mately rejected. But a few years later, during World War I, Germany decided to adopt Willet's idea as a way of reducing electricity 
and therefore saving coal for the war. That was when England and all the other warring countries decided to follow suit — the Unit-
ed States included. On March 9, 1918, Congress enacted its first Daylight Saving law — you can actually see it here — and the rest is 
history!  
 

Why does Daylight Saving Time start at 2 a.m.? 

Wouldn't it make more sense for Daylight Saving Time to start after midnight rather than the seemingly random time of 2 a.m.? 

Well, as it turns out, this time wasn't random at all. It had everything to do with the railroads, specifically Amtrak. When the coun-

try first introduced Daylight Saving Time during World War I in 1918, they found that no trains left New York City at 2 a.m. on a Sun-

day and therefore concluded this time would interrupt the least amount of train travel around the country. 

 

Jesse Lee continues to follow the protocols below: 

  1.       All persons must wear a mask, covering their nose and mouth, 

at all times while in the church. 

2.       Please enter the church only by the front doors, and after the 

service, exit by the side door to the driveway. 

3.       Temperatures will be checked at the front doors. 

4.       Please use the hand sanitizer that is available in the entry hall. 

5.       Ushers will be taking attendance so that contact tracing can be conducted if needed. 

6.       Certain pews will be closed off in order to achieve at least six feet of social distancing between family groups. 

7.       Depending on the number of people in attendance, some attendees may be asked to sit in the balcony, to maintain  

        social distancing. 

8.       The offering will not be collected manually.  Collection plates will be available in the entry hall and by the side door 

         exit. 
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          In Memoriam 

     Carolee M. Johnson 

  

Carolee Johnson, a cherished member of Jesse Lee UMC,  passed 
away on Feb. 15, 2022 at the age of 77.  Carolee was an active 
member of the congregation and was involved in several church 
committees and the Tag Sale and Turkey Dinner. She helped keep 
the church organized by scheduling meetings and taking 
minutes.  She kept track of church donations using a computer that 
would be considered a “dinosaur” today.  Carolee and Howard 
Collis brought the idea of holding a shredding event to the Church 
Council.  They were in charge of the first event and our Shredding 

events continue to be a valuable source of revenue for the church.  She was a devoted 
daughter and honored her mother by wearing her “vintage” hats to church and looking very 
chic!  She is remembered for her kind and giving spirit and her big smile. Carolee was very 
sad to leave Jesse Lee UMC but happy to be moving nearer to her family. She found a new 
church community at Belin Memorial UMC in South Carolina. 
 
Carolee is survived by her daughter, Heather Dillingham and her husband, Paul  of York, 
SC and her son, Kyle Johnson and his wife, Stacey, of Surfside Beach, SC and four grand-
children.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Grand Strand Humane Society, 3241 
Mr. Joe White Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC 29577.  Condolences may be made at 
www.burroughsfh.com. 
         Suzanne Herlihy 

 

    EASTER FLOWERS 
 

A listing of Easter Flowers and the directions for ordering 

will be in your Church Bulletins starting next Sunday thru 

Palm Sunday.  The order form will  also be emailed to eve-

ryone starting next week.  The last day to place an order 

will be Palm Sunday.   

http://www.burroughsfh.com
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Altogether Jesse Lee raised $283 for Angels Appeal! The break-
down was $52 for the Rams, $206 for the Bengals and $25 no 
preference. Thank you  to all who donated and  a big thank you to 
Kim Breda & Patty Gelineau who organized the fundraiser! 
 

 
 

 

 

Look for us on Facebook—Jesse Lee Church– 
we post updates weekly. Be sure to add us as a 
friend and share our posts. 

 

Check out our new website at jesslee.org  
You will find our latest news and calendar. 
Also links to our latest bulletin & Circuit 
Writer. We will be adding information on a 
regular basis. Take a look! 
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Jesse Lee United Methodist Church 

Church Council Meeting, February 8, 2022 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendees:   
Fern Blair Hart, John Herlihy, Suzanne Herlihy, Steven Wendt, Michelle Wendt, Andrée Hallcot, Jim Riling, Jo-
anne Kant, Patty Gelineau, Cheryl DePoi 
 

Opening 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:33 pm.  Opening Prayer by Pastor Fern 
 

Celebrations   

 Steve- COVID numbers are dropping quickly, the driveway is well cleaned and salted after last storm 

 Jim – Joe Stonoha will be back, he opened a liquor store in Monroe- in Toll Gate Plaza named Colgate Liquor. 
     Said he would call Fern. 

 Jim- Wonderful to hear that Kay received lots of cards & phone calls for her birthday. Betty called Kay and  
      had a nice catch up. 
 

Review of the Minutes 

 Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. John asked if a copy could be sent out within a week of the  
      meeting.  
 

Pastor’s Report 

 All visitations by phone at this time.  

 Had a nice visit with Arlene Wilson, she will be 98 on February 23rd. 

 Performed 2 funerals, Bill Kearney in New Canaan and Paul Rawson. A Saturday celebration of Paul’s life is  
      planned for the end of April. 

 Post Quarantine church book study is planned for 2/8, 2/15, 2/23 & 3/1 via zoom. There are still 5 books avail 
      able for anyone interested, they are in Andrée’s office. The book focuses on positive opportunities in difficult  
      situations.  

 Pastor Fern will be offering a Lenten study on the book “Witness at the Cross” by Amy Jill Levine. She is an  
      excellent writer. The study will be via zoom starting on Tuesday March 8th  and will run for 6 weeks. 

 Pastor Fern said she would send out cards for Valentine’s Day to the shut-ins. 
 

Finance Report 

 The church has two accounts A “high yield” account (not very high) and an escrow account for the parsonage.  

 This month the main checking account opened with $25,000 and closed with $16,600. It seems as it was very 
      similar to last January’s activity. Although revenue is slightly lower. 

 John has signed up at Chase so he can get into the accounts. 

 2021 was an extraordinary year for income due to the PPP loan, $10,000 from Trustees and a significant gift.  

 John will provide more details and a written report at next month’s meeting. 
 
Treasurer's Report 

 Michelle met with Andrée and Sue – there are lots of accounts- wants to reduce categories: income/   
            expenses/accounts payable/accounts receivable/- this will make things simpler. 

 QB stores past information so would not be losing any information for financial reports 

 Would like streams of income: daycare, parsonage, donations (daycare & parsonage are income not  
      donations) 

 Chart of accounts are 8-10 pages long. Will merge or remove inactive categories.  

 Michele will start fresh or merge-clean up accounts. 

 Andrée stated we have not filled out a 990- if we have under $50,000 no worries 

 Michele stated that we are close to threshold monies on rentals ($50,000) 
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   Michele stated that we are close to threshold monies on rentals ($50,000) 

 John- as chair of finance wants to file a 990 so we can get QB services. 

 Andrée will send QB information to John. Michele will send chart of accounts. 

 Question was asked if monies from memorials go to Trustees – yes unless earmarked differently. The general  
      checking account earns no interest. Trustees earns interest. 

 John would like to see better accounting of where the money goes for memorials- everything should be  
      copesetic. 

 Michele will send Trustees checking account number and routing number to Andrée. 

 Latest memorial donations $500 Paul Rawson, $5,000 from Lois will arrive soon. 
 

Trustee Report 

 Jim continues to work to coordinate fixing the fence. He told Larry Ringer 6 months ago it was not fixed  
      correctly. Larry never called back. After last contact Larry explained he thought the church wanted it fixed for  
      free, Jim explained no- Larry is planning on coming out to fix it. 

 The sump pump/purifier in parsonage will be looked at and cleaned in April. 

 Conversation ensued regarding several people stating that they had trouble hearing the Sunday service. Joe’s   
      organ was cutting in and out. Only Joann could be heard in choir. The chimes were distorted. 

 The church has a quote for a new Soundsystem. Do we need more than an iPad for sound quality?  
 

Outreach Report 

 Patty stated the “Souper Bowl” will be February 13th. Kim will set up 2 jars.  

 The shredding event has been scheduled for May 14th & September 17th – the church does not have to pre pay.  
      Rain or shine. The prices went up: $15 per box, $10 per box for seniors, they are sending the contract. We will 
      be transitioning into the higher prices. Will need helpers.  

 Michele offered to do the sign placement permission with the town. 

 Amy will help with publicity; Colleen will coordinate the bake sale & paint on chalk for traffic movement. 
 

Worship Committee 

 Lent/Easter Plans 

 Ash Wednesday March 2nd 9:00am-12noon Pastor Fern will pass out ashes. 7:30pm Service – get the word  
      out: Facebook, Courier advertising. 

 Maundy Thursday evening service 7:30pm 

 Friday service at noon 

 Easter Sunday 10:00am 

 Plan on hybrid service with some pews roped off 
 

 

Conversation ensued regarding masks/unmasked and singing 
 

 Jim stated no mask mandate in Easton end of February. 

 Stratford has choir no masks/congregation masks. 

 Steve stated Easton is still in the red zone and is surprised rules are loosening 

 Joanne stated she thought choir no/parishioners masked 

 Suzanne stated Easton is still in the red zone 

 Patty said we speak why can’t we sing? 

 Andrée said congregation should sing 

 John stated that mask quality varies and there are both vaccinated and unvaccinated parishioners 

 Steve suggested singing with masks, that no singing is a distraction 

 Decision: masked singing allowed. 
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Other Business 

 NYAC Stats table- completed and sent. John asked that a record be kept in the office. 

 AA – Coffee at meetings. Currently no food or drinks. AA request that they be allowed to have make  
      coffee, would use individual sugar & creamers 

 Discussion about allowing AA to make coffee. 

 Jim stated they are very conscientious and that they paid for the full year last year and only used the  
      church for 3 months. We need to support them. 

 Fern stated she was told JLUMC is the only church in Easton NOT allowing coffee. They are a group 
      unto themselves and currently no other meetings are happening in the church. 

 Suzanne expressed concerns that people drinking coffee do take their masks off to drink and are there- 
      fore not observing our mask requirement and that COVID rates are decreasing but are still at a very  
      high level similar to last winter. 

 Andrée stated the need to make their own decisions 

 Decision: 1 opposed, all else in favor - allow coffee 

 Blessing Box update – Scout will zoom with Fern/Jim/Steve/Joanne February 9th @ 6:30pm 

 Safe Sanctuary- Bob Knebel- 10years since they have been updated. 

 Steve said some minor changes-need to update 

 Need to make a confidential committee SS chair/Pastor  

 Perform background checks- Andrée offered to do this using Intelacorp 
  

 Directory – set up committee meeting with Kay after church one Sunday day – print Suzanne’s copy  
      for meeting and copy for Andrée. 

 Michele gave an update on scouts: the bankruptcy situation. Stated the Charter owns the trailer, all the  
      tents and camping supplies. The trailer title expires March 31, 2022. The trailer was registered to Notre  
      Dame – when the Charter was transferred to JLUMC we now own it. Michele will re-register the trailer. 
 

Closing Prayer – JoAnne Kant 
Next Meeting, March 14, 2022 

      LENTEN OPPORTUNITY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
Group Book Study 
What: Witness at the Cross 
When: Lenten Season starting March 8th 
 Tuesdays 7:00pm via ZOOM 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Pastor Fern if you need help purchasing the book.  
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Baked Goods will be available 
            Keep an eye out for how you can volunteer for our event.  
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                        Church Partnership Continues 

              For more than 5 years Jesse Lee UMC has partnered with the Congregational Church of Easton to 

provide a monthly community supper. Currently we deliver food to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission but 

are unable to serve due to COVID restrictions.  Volunteers are needed to make main dishes such as chicken or 

macaroni and cheese and desserts. We provide a meal on the third Tuesday of each month and food needs to 

be at the Congregational Church by 3:00 PM. You don't need to make a monthly commitment; you can partici-

pate as your schedule permits. If you would like to help please contact the Congregational Church 

at cchurcheaston@gmail.com or 203 261-2527.                                            

In the next couple of months we will be working on a new Church Directory—If you 

have moved, or have a new email address or phone number please let the church 

office know.—Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:cchurcheaston@gmail.com
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Delegates Meeting of the Council of Churches of 
Greater Bridgeport (CCGB)-Feb. 17, 2022 

 

 

 

Leadership Changes-Rev.Iona Smith Nze has resigned her position of President and CEO of the Council 
of Churches and has returned to a full time ministry position as Pastor of Bethel A.M.E. in 
Bridgeport.  Tom Larson, Chairman of the Board of Directors of CCGB from 2017-2020 will serve as 
Interim President and CEO.  The recently retired, Rev. Cass Shaw, will serve in an advisory 
capacity.  There are currently two open staff positions-the full time President and CEO position and a new 
part time position of Director of Congregational and Community Partnerships. 

SEEK (Salt of the Ear th Enterpr ise Kitchen) has its fir st renter  at the new Incubator  Kitchen on 
Union Ave.  Britteny Glavin of Southern Belle Bites prepares food for her business at the kitchen.  She has 
a partnership with Greiser Coffee and Market in Easton. You can find her on Facebook. 

Gun Violence-On January 27 there was an Interfaith Prayer Service remembering the 22 lives lost to 
violence in Bridgeport in 2021.  Rev Cass Shaw said “Growing up in a safe place should not be a privilege 
reserved only for people with money.  There are kids in Bridgeport who don’t think they will live past 25 
and we have the power to stop that”. CT law requires that firearms be securely stored in homes where 
anyone under 21 is present or in an unattended vehicle.  Free Gun Locks are available from the Bridgeport 
Police Department Community Services Division (203 576-8275 or any local Police Department. 

Proyecto Nueva Vida has resumed the suppor t group “How are you Living?” which was suspended 
during the pandemic. This group of men and women join to discuss their journey to and through Recovery 
and how they can overcome the barriers in the community. This program is coordinated with the 
Bridgeport Recovery Community Center. 

Each Delegates meeting ends with an opportunity for member congregations to highlight their programs 
and activities.  

Habitat for Humanity-Golden Hill UMC, Mary Taylor UMC and UMC of WestportWeston will join 
together for a Habitat Build Day on March 19.  If you are interested in participating contact Carolyn 
Vermont at cvermont@havitatcfc.org or 203 685-5109 

CROP Hunger Walk-Unity Hill United Church-Christ announced that the next CROP Hunger Walk will be 
on April 3, leaving from the United Church of Christ at 2200 North Ave. Last fall they were able to raise 
$28,000 and they are hoping for even greater participation this spring. 

Refugee Resettlement-Several churches are working with IRIS and CIRI to help with new refugees.  First 
Church Congregational in Fairfield has Tutoring programs (which our own Andree Halcott is involved 
with) and social programs as well as helping with housing and other needs. 

Bicycle Program-Golden Hill UMC has a program of refurbishing bikes and providing them free of charge 
to Bridgeport Children.  Their next give-a-way will be in early June.  If you would like to donate gently 
used bikes or new bike helmets contact the Golden Hill UMC at office@goldenhill.or or 203 336-0152 

 

Suzanne Herlihy, Delegate to CCGB 

 

 

mailto:cvermont@havitatcfc.org
mailto:office@goldenhill.or
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Legacy Endowment Fund 
In 2014 the United Methodist Women launched the Legacy 
Endowment Fund with the goal of raising $60 million dol-
lars. This permanently invested fund  “will forever be a 
source of income to help women grow in leadership and 
spirit and the missions of Christ”.  They have reached 65% 
of their goal and have set March 23, 2022 as a “Day of 
Giving” to work towards reaching $60 million.  There will 

be a live Facebook event on March 23 to find out how your gifts are being put to use. 

Give online at www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150 or by phone at 800 278-7771.  Checks 
made out to United Methodist Women with Day of Giving in the memo section can be sent to 
United Methodist Women, Attn-Legacy  475 Riverside Dr. 15th Floor  NY, NY 10115. 

Please Give-Together, we are building our legacy! 

 

                               -Suzanne Herlihy 

 

                                   Cradle Roll Certificate of our very own Jim Riling—Signed by Pastor Bennett 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150
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      Lent 
 
Have you ever wondered what people are talking 

about when they say they’re giving something up 

for Lent? Do you want to understand what Lent 

is and how it relates to Easter? 

Lent is the 40 days (not including Sundays) from 

Ash Wednesday to the Saturday before Easter. 

Lent is often described as a time of preparation 

and an opportunity to go deeper with God. This 

means that it’s a time for personal reflection that 

prepares people’s hearts and minds for Good 

Friday and Easter. 

What Are the Key Days During Lent? 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. People 

receive a smudged, black cross on their fore-

heads. The ashes symbolize our grief for the things we’ve done wrong and the resulting division of imperfect people from a perfect 

God. 

Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Friday. It commemorates the night before Jesus died, when He shared the Passover meal 

with His closest friends and followers. 

Good Friday is the day Christians remember Jesus’ death. The “Good” reflects how Jesus’ death was a sacrifice on our behalf so we 

can receive God’s forgiveness for our wrongs, or sins. 

Easter Sunday is the joyful celebration of Jesus rising from the dead to give us the opportunity of eternal life. While people still die, 

Jesus made the way for people to have a relationship with God in this life and to spend eternity with Him in heaven. 

What Happens During Lent and Why? 

The three main things people focus on during Lent are prayer, fasting (abstaining from something to reduce distractions and focus 

more on God) and giving, or charity. 

Prayer during Lent focuses on our need for God’s forgiveness. It’s also about repenting (turning away from our sins) and receiving 

God’s mercy and love. 

Fasting, or giving something up, is a very common practice during Lent. The idea is that giving up something that’s a regular part of 

life, like eating dessert or scrolling through Facebook, can be a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice. That time can also be replaced with 

more time connecting with God. 

Giving money or doing something good for others is a way to respond to God’s grace, generosity and love. For example, some peo-

ple spend time volunteering or donate money they would normally use to buy something, like their morning coffee. 

It’s important to note that doing these things can never make us earn or deserve Jesus’ sacrifice or a relationship with God. People 

are flawed and will never be good enough for a perfect God. Only Jesus has the power to rescue us from ourselves. 

Jesus sacrificed Himself on Good Friday to bear the punishment for all our wrongdoings and offer us forgiveness. He was raised from 

the dead on Easter Sunday to give us an opportunity to have a relationship with God for eternity. 

Spending time during Lent praying, fasting and giving can make Jesus’ sacrifice on Good Friday and His resurrection on Easter even 

more meaningful.                                                                                                                                       -excerpts from CRU.org 
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