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June 2022 

Circuit Writer   

Jesse Lee United Methodist Church  25 Flat Rock Rd. Easton, Ct 06612 
                                       Phone: 203 372-8250                            
                                  Website: www.jesselee.org                             
                                Email: Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

Church Calendar 
Worship 10:00am  6/5,12,19,26 

Coffee Fellowship after church service 6/5,12,1926 

Prayer Time  Wednesday’s 7:00pm-8:00pm via zoom 

Church Council  6/13  7:00pm 

Father’s Day 6/19 

Choir Rehearsal  9:15 am 6/5,12,19,26 

             A Message from Pastor Fern Blair Hart                   

 June is a busy month for many people.  Graduations, weddings, just plain old end of 
the school year and all that entails for parents and teachers alike…these all happen in 
June.  June is the month of Annual Conference for the New York Conference.  It will be via 
Zoom beginning later than usual this year on June 22 through June 25.  Ordination is hy-
brid via Zoom and in White Plains on June 26.   Annual Conference is later this year than 
usual due to the appointment process being more complicated than usual.  As I have told 
you during worship time the conference is short by 35 to 40 pastors for several reasons;  
 

      1) more retirements than usual;  
      2) clergy stepping away from pastoring;  
                   3) difficulty in recruiting pastors due to the high cost of living in the NY Annual Confer 
            ence.  So, more definitive news should be forthcoming soon, please God. 
 

In the church, June is the month of Pentecost which is the commemoration of the descent of the Ho-
ly Spirit on the apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ.   The first Pentecost occurred in Jerusalem dur-
ing the Jewish festival of Shauvot (weeks) meaning harvest feast.  It signals the birth of the church 50 days 
after the original Passover.  On that day God gave the Torah to Moses on Mount Sinai.  The Christian festi-
val of Pentecost falls on the 50th day after the resurrection of Jesus.  Pentecost is June 5 this year. 

 
I have been thinking of several ideas for us at JLUMC in which to become involved.  One is Coffee 

and Conversation (I am using the name from another church).  At the shred event, a group of us sat 
together and visited between checking in customers.  It was very pleasant to chat with congregants we 
don’t always see and to reunion with others who we rarely see and to just chat with each other!   So, I am 
proposing a “coffee and conversation” time during the week in the morning.  We would meet, lift in praise 
or prayer, etc.  It would be a time of fellowship.  Not sure whether to have it weekly or semi-weekly. 

 
                                                                                                     Continued…………………………………………………….. 

 

Jesse Lee Birthdays 

Jonathan Berg     June 4th         
Bob Sabia             June 13th 

Grace McKeon     June14th 

Foster McKeon    June 16th           
Carla Jaffe            June 21st 

Abby LePage        June 24th 

Carol Halzack Charet June 25th            

http://www.jesselee.org
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Clothing and Shoe Bin 
 
A blue bin was recently placed in the parking lot at Jesse Lee Church for dona-
tions of clothes and shoes.  This will go to support the St. Vincent de Paul Soci-
ety by participating in their clothing donation bin program.     
 
Jesse Lee will receive a monthly fee for its participation, so please donate used 
clothes and shoes as much as possible to support this effort. 
 
Thank you.  

 

 

 

The Outreach Committee  
 
is supporting  Mercy Learning Center by collecting prepack-
aged snack food for their childcare and summer camp pro-
grams’ attendees. 
 
We’ll begin collecting through  June 19. We suggest Gold Fish 
crackers, pretzels, any kind of whole wheat/whole grain crack-
ers, and granola/cereal bars. 
A table will be available in Bennett Hall. 
 
Thank you for your support of the children whose Moms are being tutored and are furthering their 
education through Mercy Learning Center. 
 
Kim Breda and Patty Gelineau 
Outreach Committee Co-Presidents 

 

Another idea which I have done at Bethel UMC and Canaan UMC is having a prayer shawl group 
which would meet at the church once a month.  Folks could knit or crochet, the shawls are prayed over 
and then given to those in need due to an illness or other reason.  It is a very satisfying ministry. 

I am planning a Blessing of the Animals which would be publicized in the Courier, etc. I think this 
would be in October.  We continue our Wednesday evening prayer time on Zoom.  It is 7 to 8.   

We are busy at JLUMC and it is good to be so.  That is all for now.  God’s blessings in abundance 
to all.    

 

God’s blessings in abundance to you and yours.  With much love,    With love, Pastor  Fern 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Jesse Lee UMC, 

Our Fellowship time has restarted! We are looking for the 
following donations: 
          
 . Sugar Packets 
 . Cream for Coffee 
 . De Caf or Regular Coffee 
 . Juice or Cider 
 . Dessert Plates, disposable juice cups or coffee cups 
 . Dessert,  anything you would like to buy or bake 

If you can donate any of the following please call or text Lorraine at 203-993-0556, or email Lorraine   at l or-
rainerswindon@gmail.com   

            Looking forward to seeing you and enjoying your company, warm regards, Lorraine 
 

 

Paul Rawson's Legacy 

 

As we all know, Paul loved Jesse Lee Church and all 

its parishioners. When he passed he wanted folks to 

have a remembrance of him, so he left numerous 

drawings and paintings for us. They are displayed in 

Bennet Hall on the tables. The family would be most 

pleased if folks would like to pick out a drawing from 

the table. There are also some larger pieces on the 

other side of Bennett Hall on the tables which you 

are also welcome to pick out for your home.  

 

Paul left some framed pieces which are hanging on 

the wall which are available for purchase as a dona-

tion to Jesse Lee. We also decided to donate one of his pieces to the Easton Public Library for their fundrais-

ing auction in June. Jesse Lee will be honored as the donor for this piece. It is a beautiful still life of a vase 

and flowers entitled FLORAL WATERCOLOR. If you have any questions contact Joanne Kant at 203-767-0064. 

 

mailto:lorrainerswindon@gmail.com
mailto:lorrainerswindon@gmail.com
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Thanks to all in the Jesse Lee family who 
contributed to the success of the Shred 
Event on May 14. Like the parable of 
loaves of bread and fishes, so many in our 
community will benefit. Thank you all for 
your talents and time!  Here is a list of our 
bakers and volunteers. 
 
 

 

Jen Berg 
Sam Berg 

Marilyn Collis 
Kay Delaney 

Patty Gelineau 
Andrée Halcott 

Fern Hart 
John Herlihy 

Suzanne Herlihy 
Ryan Hicks 

Renee Huckaby 
Joanne Kant 
Amy McKeon 

Colleen Monroe 
John Monroe 

Brian Sideleau 
Matt Vevaro 

Brendan Wendt 
Michelle Wendt 

Ryan Wendt 
Steve Wendt 

 

Special thanks to Patty Gelineau and Colleen Monroe for organizing the event and the bake sale.  

Spring Shredding Event 

2022 
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 The Council of Churches’ Raising the B.A.R. 

(Becoming AntiRacist) team invites you into 

sacred conversations in a safe space to talk 

about the history of race and the American 

Church. The series continues through 

July 7 on Thursday evenings (7:30-

8:45) on Zoom. Though the series will 

span 11 weeks, each session covers a distinct 

topic, so you’re welcome to attend as many 

as you wish.   

 

Guided by The Color of Compromise book, 

video series by its author, Jemar Tisby, and 

our capable and dedicated team of facilita-

tors the series moves chronologically from 

America’s colonial past to today’s Black Lives 

Matter movement.   

 

The Outreach Committee  
 
is supporting  Mercy Learning Center by collecting prepack-
aged snack food for their childcare and summer camp pro-
grams’ attendees. 
 
We’ll begin collecting through  June 19. We suggest Gold Fish 
crackers, pretzels, any kind of whole wheat/whole grain crack-
ers, and granola/cereal bars. 
A table will be available in Bennett Hall. 
 
Thank you for your support of the children whose Moms are 
being tutored and are furthering their education through Mercy Learning Center. 
 
Kim Breda and Patty Gelineau 
Outreach Committee Co-Presidents 
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                        Church Partnership Continues 

              For more than 5 years Jesse Lee UMC has partnered with the 

Congregational Church of Easton to provide a monthly community 

supper. Currently we deliver food to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission but are 

unable to serve due to COVID restrictions.  Volunteers are needed to make 

main dishes such as chicken or macaroni and cheese and desserts. We pro-

vide a meal on the third Tuesday of each month and food needs to be at the 

Congregational Church by 3:00 PM. You don't need to make a monthly commitment; you can participate as 

your schedule permits. If you would like to help please contact the Congregational Church 

at cchurcheaston@gmail.com or 203 261-2527.                                            

Jesse Lee Supporting Friends of the Library 

     The Friends of the Library is returning to its Annual Book Sale fundraiser which will take place in early Octo-

ber. They reached out to the community looking for a place to store their books and Jesse Lee has offered to 

help out. So if you see some folks in the Choir Room off Bennet Hall that would be Phyllis Machledt and her 

crew of workers sorting books. If you have any books to donate you may bring them to the Choir Room. The 

Friends and the Library are most appreciative of our assistance.  

 

 

 

 

The FEED initiative of the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport is looking for volunteers.   

1.Shopping for fresh produce at Restaurant Depot in Orange-weekly on Mondays between 9-4:00 

2.Feed Mobile Marketplace Truck-load produce at Feed Center in Bridgeport, set up table at Housatonic    

    College, bag produce at checkout and load truck for return-weekly on Tuesday 10 Am-1:00 PM 

3. Pick up donated produce from Shop Rite in Milford-Daily 9-10:00 AM 

Sort and box donated food at FEED in Bridgeport-Daily 11:00-1:00PM 

If you would like more information or are able to volunteer contact Vetiveah Harrison  at 

203 331-6182 or vetiveahharrison@ccgb.org 

 

Look for us on Facebook—Jesse Lee Church– we post up-
dates weekly. Be sure to add us as a friend and share our 
posts. 

mailto:cchurcheaston@gmail.com
mailto:vetiveahharrison@ccgb.org


 7 

Events in June 

National Flag Week starts on June 12 every year. It is a day for all Americans 

to celebrate and honor the flag, its designers, and its makers. The flag repre-

sents all the 50 states of the country that together form the United States of 

America and its citizens. It is a week for citizens to pause and recognize the 

greatness of their nation and its people. The American flag has a proud and 

glorious history, and many brave soldiers have died defending it. Some also 

observe this week as a way to honor veterans and servicemen. 

HISTORY OF NATIONAL FLAG WEEK 
The first American flag was designed in 1775 and was called the Continental Colors. This was a flag created 
for a nation looking forward to its independence. But, unfortunately, the flag looked very similar to the 
British flag. Francis Hopkinson of New Jersey, a naval flag designer, and a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence took it upon himself to design a new flag. So, on June 14, 1777, the Second Continental Congress 
passed a resolution stating that the flag of the United States of America will have13 stripes, alternating in 
red and white, while the union of the states would be depicted by 13 stars in a blue field, representing a 
new constellation. In 1960, the 50-star flag came into being and this is the version of the flag that we see 
today. On July 4, 2006, it became the longest version of the flag in use. 
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued an official decree making June 14 as Flag Day. However, some 
think that the original Flag Day was celebrated much earlier. They believe that, in 1885, a school teacher 
named Bernard J. Cigrand in Wisconsin began the practice of celebrating the American flag’s birthday when 
he asked his class to write essays about the flag and its significance. Although Flag Day has been around for 
a long time, a presidential proclamation in 1966 announced National Flag Week, and it has been celebrated 
ever since. 

Father’s Day, in the United States, holiday (third Sun-
day in June) to honor fathers. Credit for originating the 
holiday is generally given to Sonora Smart Dodd 
of Spokane, Washington, whose father, a Civil 
War veteran, raised her and her five siblings after their 
mother died in childbirth. She is said to have had the 
idea in 1909 while listening to a sermon on Mother’s 
Day, which at the time was becoming established as a 
holiday. Local religious leaders supported the idea, and 
the first Father’s Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, 
the month of the birthday of Dodd’s father. In 1924 U.S. 
Pres. Calvin Coolidge gave his support to the ob-

servance, and in 1966 Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson issued a proclamation that recognized the day. It became a 
national holiday in 1972, when Pres. Richard Nixon signed legislation designating the third Sunday of June 
as Father’s Day. Father's Day is celebrated on Sunday, June 19, 2022, in most countries. 
Although it was originally largely a religious holiday, Father’s Day has been commercialized with the send-
ing of greeting cards and the giving of gifts. Some observe the custom of wearing a red rose to indicate 
that one’s father is living or a white rose to indicate that he is deceased. Other males—for example, 
grandfathers or uncles who have assumed parenting roles—are often also honored on the day. 
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Pentecostal Sunday—June 5, 2022 

,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the Origin of Pentecost? 
Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of harvest. In Palestine, there were two 
harvests each year. The early harvest came during the months of May and June; the final harvest came in 
the Fall. Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant that Pen-
tecost always fell sometime during the middle of the month of May or sometimes in early June. 
There were several festivals, celebrations, or observances that took place before Pentecost. There 
was Passover, there was Unleavened Bread, and there was the Feast of Firstfruits. The Feast of Firstfruits 
was the celebration of the beginning of the barley harvest. Here's the way you figured out the date of Pen-
tecost.  
According to the Old Testament, you would go to the day of the celebration of Firstfruits, and beginning 
with that day, you would count off 50 days. The fiftieth day would be the Day of Pentecost. So Firstfruits is 
the beginning of the barley harvest and Pentecost the celebration of the beginning of the wheat harvest.  
Since it was always 50 days after Firstfruits, and since 50 days equals seven weeks, it always came a "week 
of weeks" later. Therefore, they either called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks. 
 
Why Is Pentecost Important to Christianity? 
Modern Christians observe Pentecost as a holiday, not to celebrate a wheat harvest, but to remember when the Holy Spirit invad-
ed the Church in Acts 2. 
1. On Pentecost Sunday, the Holy Spirit filled the Church with power and added 3,000 new believers.  The account in Act 2 re-
ports that, after Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesus’ followers were gathered together for the Feast of Harvest (aka Pentecost), 
and the Holy Spirit “filled the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2). “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and be-
gan to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:4).  
This strange occurrence drew a large crowd, and Peter stood up to speak to them about repentance and the gospel of Christ (Acts 
2:14). By the end of the day that the Holy Spirit came, the Church grew by 3,000 people (Acts 2:41). This is why Christians still 
celebrate Pentecost. 
 
2. The Holy Spirit was prophesied in the Old Testament and promised by Jesus.  Jesus promised the Holy Spirit in John 14:26, 
who would be the Helper for his people. 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remem-
brance all that I said to you.” 
This New Testament event is also significant because it fulfills an Old Testament prophecy in Joel 2:28-29. 
“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, 
your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” 
 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+2:4
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+2:14
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+2:14
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+2:41
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14:26
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=joel+2%3a28-29
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                                                  Juneteenth Sunday June 19, 2022 
 
In 1863, during the American Civil War, Pres. Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, 
which declared more than three million slaves living in the Confederate states to be free. More than two 
years would pass, however, before the news reached African Americans living in Texas. It was not until 
Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, that the state’s residents finally learned 
that slavery had been abolished. The former slaves immediately began to celebrate with prayer, 
feasting, song, and dance. 
 
The following year, on June 19, the first official Juneteenth celebrations took place in Texas. The original 
observances included prayer meetings and the singing of spirituals, and celebrants wore new clothes as 
a way of representing their newfound freedom. Within a few years, African Americans in other states 
were celebrating the day as well, making it an annual tradition. Celebrations have continued across the 
United States into the 21st century and typically include prayer and religious services, speeches, educa-
tional events, family gatherings and picnics, and festivals with music, food, and dancing. 
Juneteenth became a state holiday in Texas in 1980, and a number of other states subsequently fol-
lowed suit. In 2021 Juneteenth was made a federal holiday. The day is also celebrated outside the Unit-
ed States, being used by organizations in a number of countries to recognize the end of slavery and to 
honour the culture and achievements of African Americans.        
 -   Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc    
 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture
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