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January 2022 

Circuit Writer   

Jesse Lee United Methodist Church  25 Flat Rock Rd. Easton, Ct 06612 
                                       Phone: 203 372-8250                            
                                  Website: www.jesselee.org                             
                                Email: Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

Church Calendar 
Church Council Jan. 9th 11:15 am 
Epiphany Jan 2nd 
Choir Rehearsal  Jan. 2,9,16,23,30     9:15 am 

Jesse Lee Birthdays 
Judy Currier  Jan. 2nd 
Kay Delaney  Jan 29th 
Ann Martin  Jan 29th 

               A Message from Pastor Fern Blair Hart                   

         “HAPPY NEW YEAR” 

Hallelujah, He is Born, the Holy Child, our Lord and our Savior.  Welcome, little babe.  Love did certainly come 
down at Christmas. 

We had a beautiful and holy Christmas Eve service even with the covid restrictions.  We could have no congrega-
tional singing because of the restrictions.  And we had no candles lit at the singing of “Silent Night.” There is a bit of a   
funny story about why there were no candles.  It seems we were prepared but realized during our covid planning session 
that after lighting them and singing the hymn, we could not safely blow out the candles!  And, we did not want to send 
someone around the entire church with the candle snuffer and have that person be more exposed.  So, we had no can-
dles.  And you know what – “Silent Night” was just as beautiful as always.  I vow to you that we will have battery powered 
candles next year.  We could not have congregational singing, so the hymns and carols were played by Joe Swindon and 
sung by the choir.  Due to one circumstance or another, the choir consisted of two people – Andree and Steve – they did a 
beautiful job.   

We live in extraordinary times.  The pandemic of course is the biggest reason our world is so extraordinary.  We 
hear of supply chain issues and shortages.  When the pandemic really hit hard last spring, we experienced shortages of 
toilet paper and paper towels but that was personally the worst I experienced.  Recently, I ordered my usual planner/
appointment book refill – one I had been using for at least five years.  I found it to be out of stock.  This is the usual time of 
the year I order it!  So, I went to plan B and that planner was also out of stock!  Go to plan C which included ordering yet a 
third planner which was in stock.  So, I will see what UPS brings and how I like it.  Worse comes to worse, I will devise my 
own which will be plan D. 

My reason for going into so much detail here is this:  to illustrate that we must learn and be ready for plans B, C, 
and maybe even D.  That is the kind of extraordinary world we are living in now.  My plans A, B, C and maybe even D  
pertain to something fairly benign but in the future it may pertain to something more serious, more life changing.  If you are 
young enough, you will be able to tell your grandchildren and maybe even your great grandchildren about the pandemic 
you survived.   

So even though I will not be using my old pal planner that I am used to and like, I will plan as usual.  In any case, 
we are a resilient people and by using a new method we have two choices – either dislike the new method or wonder why 
we didn’t change sooner. 

This year we covenanted to begin Sunday school and a Confirmation class.  I want to begin a Bible study and a 
Lenten study.  I know of a wonderful author, Amy Jill Levine, who I want to introduce you to.  I still plan to do these things 
even if they need to be remote via Zoom.  And I plan to begin a prayer shawl group for knitters/crocheters.  Covid will be 
with us like the flu.  We will have to learn to live with it.  We are a resilient people and I believe we will make it happen. 

By the time you read this it will be the New Year 2022.  Happy New Year and may God bless you abundantly.   
       Amen. 

 

      With love, Pastor Fern                                   December, 2021  

 

http://www.jesselee.org
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Interesting January Fact: 
 
Every year on the third Sunday in January, people from all cultures and backgrounds 
come together World Religion Day. The day celebrates the commonality of the major 
faiths of the world. 
 
It may surprise you to know that there are over 4,000 recognized religions in the 
world. These religions consist of churches, congregations, faith groups, tribes,      
cultures, and movements. Even though there are so many, three-quarters of the 
world’s population practice one of the five major religions. These include: Buddhism,  
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism 
 
Of these religions, Christianity has the most followers. According to recent statistics, 
there are 2.4 billion Christians in the world. With 1.6 billion followers, Islam is the  
second largest. There are only 14.3 million followers of Judaism. However, Judaism is one of the oldest monotheistic 
religions in the world. Many other religions stem from the beliefs of these three religions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church Council met on December 22nd, and discussed the latest direction from the Bishop    

regarding COVID status and church services.  He directed us to determine whether or not we should 

be conducting in-person worship services and to seriously consider cancelling in-person worship   

services.  He left the decision up to each individual church.  The Church Council discussed the    

matter and decided that we could continue to offer in-person worship by implementing additional 

safety procedures. 

 The safety procedures that we will now be following are:   

 1.       All persons must wear a mask, covering their nose and mouth, at all times while in the church. 

2.       Please enter the church only by the front doors, and after the service, exit by the side door to the driveway. 

3.       Temperatures will be checked at the front doors. 

4.       Please use the hand sanitizer that is available in the entry hall. 

5.       Ushers will be taking attendance so that contact tracing can be conducted if needed. 

6.       Certain pews will be closed off in order to achieve at least six feet of social distancing between family groups. 

7.       Depending on the number of people in attendance, some attendees may be asked to sit in the balcony, to maintain  

        social distancing. 

8.       There will be no singing by the congregation.  Please just enjoy the music provided by Joe Swindon and the Choir. 

9.       The offering will not be collected manually.  Collection plates will be available in the entry hall and by the side door 

         exit. 
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I am delighted to announce that our 2021 Giving 

Tree was a resounding success.  We were able to 

   Provide $900 worth of Target Gift Cards! 

 

Our Golden Hill UMC partner was astounded by this 

sizable donation.  Becky Anderson, my contact, was 

concerned this year if Golden Hill was even going to 

provide for all the families that requested assistance 

 for this holiday season and said that her prayers 

were answered when she learned of Jesse Lee UMC's 

contribution.   

 

That $900 or forty-five $20 Target cards will allow 

Golden Hill helped provide a Merry Christmas to the 

many needy families who are especially vulnerable since the pandemic has negatively affected    

families of color with both higher rates of Covid19 illness and unemployment. 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed!  Once again, 

The Giving Tree event reminds us that the small can do mighty work!  

 

Merry Christmas to the entire congregation, and many 

blessings for 2022!           - Amy McKeon 

 

 

Look for us on Facebook—Jesse Lee Church– 
we post updates weekly. Be sure to add us as a 
friend and share our posts. 

 

Check out our new website at jesslee.org  
You will find our latest news and calendar. 
Also links to our latest bulletin & Circuit 
Writer. We will be adding information on a 
regular basis. Take a look! 
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Jesse Lee United Methodist Church 
Church Council Meeting, December 12, 2021 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Attendees:   

Fern Blair Hart, John Herlihy, Suzanne Herlihy, Steven Wendt, Michelle Wendt, Andree Hallcot, Jim Riling, and Renee Huckaby 
 

Opening 

Meeting was called to order at 11:23 Opening Prayer by Pastor Fern 
 

Celebrations   

Pastor Fern seeing the swans on the reservoir driving into Jesse Lee 

John and Suzanne got to spend a day with their granddaughter Zoe 

Raising $900 from the Giving Tree 
 

Review of the Minutes 

Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

 Plan to resume the Children’s message in January, beginning the second Sunday. Renee will be delivering the message. 

 Feel like the church should continue with services in person and remote as the state and town have not imposed any new re-

strictions with respect to the Omicron variant of COVID-19. 

 The Methodist Church continues to negotiate with the Boy Scouts to resolve issues related to the bankruptcy settlement.  

 Christmas Eve there will be a service at 5:00 with Joe beginning earlier in his concert. Pastor Fern is working out her program for 

         Christmas Eve. There will be a normal service the following Sunday (12/26). 

  John thanked Pastor Fern for her taking care of the Advent services. 

 Pastor Fern thanked John for all of his work, leadership and efforts as the chair of the Church Council. 

 Quick check on availability in January, Andrée will be out the second week, John also has a trip scheduled between Jan 12 – 18. 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Current checkbook balance is approximately $24,770, including the deduction for the next payroll. 

 Andrée received the news from Chase that our PPP loan was forgiven. 

 No further progress with regard to completing an audit of the books. There seems to be a focus on this from the conference in  

        anticipation of some type of separation between two factions. 

 The service from QuickBooks has fallen through as a result of not having filed a Form 990. May need to speak with Pastor David to 

get guidance on the form. 

 Michelle updated the last two years’ worth of the transaction data in QuickBooks. Most of the data is pulled from the bank account 
connected to QB, Michelle simply categorized the transactions using the existing chart of accounts. The efforts to date have focused 
on the expenses incurred, Michelle would need to go through a separate effort if the church wishes for her to add the revenue com-
ing in. Michelle can train Cheryl to handle the inputs going forward. Michelle will reach out to Cheryl and see if they can connect 
this coming Thursday. Andree will need to send Cheryl an invitation to enable Cheryl to set up a user name and password. 

 Need to add lines into the Chart of Accounts in order to accurately and transparently track flow of funds back and fort 

         between the Trustee and Church accounts. 

          •       Michelle will also work with Andree to determine modifications to the Chart of Accounts and the best way to track  

  the revenue. 

 Priority is to make changes necessary for the Chart of Accounts and adding the Trustees information. (Action Item) 

Michelle will e-mail a copy of the chart of accounts to Andree and John 

 

 Andrée is seeking to get a new credit card, our current credit card is in Lois’ name. 
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Trustee Report 

 Looking for ideas to use money Denise Larson has offered to donate in honor of Paul Rawson. Initial thought was to replace the 

large window in the Day Care, but that would need to be completed in the summer. An alternative idea was to replace some of the 

aging Christmas decorations, which are dropping needles. 

 Confirmed that we can use Music fund to support salary of the music Director. 
 

Urgent Business 

 The COVID numbers are moving in the wrong direction, but Council believes current protocols are sufficient to maintain safety. 

 Confirmed that we will keep the church opened for use with the music recital provided masking is required, no food, and social 

distancing as much as possible. Andree will stick around the church to allow them to open up. We will ask Brian if he is available to 

lock up at the end. 

 In respect to the general use of Bennett Hall, the consensus is that provided participants are properly masked and following social 

distancing as much as possible the risk if acceptable. There is a higher vaccination rates compared to when we initiated the policy 

of requiring two consecutive weeks outside of the red zone. 

 Status of Boy scouts remains largely the same. The Trustees met and followed direction from the District Superintendent and 

passed a resolution to reject the proposed settlement with BSA. The vote and resolution were sent via overnight delivery service to 

the bankruptcy court. Negotiations between the BSA and Methodist Church continue with respect to the creating a mutually ac-

ceptable usage agreement to replace the traditional BSA Charter. (Action Item) Michelle, to clarify if there is a need to sign a usage 

agreement between now and the end of March. 
 

New Business 

 New website is up and running. Cheryl is requesting that we feed her information on upcoming events. We need to get the word 

out to the congregation on how to submit information into Jesse Lee. (Action Item) John will draft a message to be sent out to the 

congregation. Suggest considering formation of a communication committee to provide some direction on website structure. Will 

ask committee chairs to establish cadence of communication regarding updates from their teams.  

 

 Cheryl asking for guidance on whether prayer concerns expressed at the service to go out weekly via e-mail. Decided to keep the 
names posted in the Circuit Writer as we have done in the past. Pastor Fern will need to provide Cheryl with the names on a 
monthly basis. 

 Fundraising ideas include Shredding Event in the Spring. Idea of creating a Souper Bowl event as a winter fundraiser, without the 
food, i.e., put the donation jars out for each team in the narthex. Council agreed that the Souper Bowel idea was worth pursuing. 
Michelle asked if there was interest in sponsoring a Scout Sunday, which is typically on Super Bowl Sunday. 

 Gillian, one of the new people attending church, expressed an interest in getting involved with the Sunday School. Prompted a 
question about requiring Sunday School volunteers being vaccinated? Consensus was to make this a requirements.  

 Kay wrote out her alternate birthday song. Suggest that we print in the Circuit Writer and hand over to Joe. 

 January 24 Post quarantine church discussion. 

 John thanked all members for their support over the past 7 years. 

 

Closing Prayer – Andree Halcott 

 

Next Meeting, January 9, 2022 
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What is Epiphany? 

 

                                                                                Adoration of the Kings, by Gerard David. National Gallery, London 

 

Epiphany is a Christian feast day celebrated annually on January 6 that is also known as Three Kings 

Day and Theophany. Epiphany means "manifestation" as it commemorates the first time Jesus' divinity mani-

fested itself through the visit of the Three Kings (also known as the Magi or Wise Men) and through his baptism 

in the river Jordan. It is a significant event in the church calendar as the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus. 

 

Epiphany is the starting day of Epiphanytide (the Epiphany season), the liturgical period that fol-

lows Christmastide (the Christmas season) and continues until Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent (the 

Lenten season). It is preceded by Epiphany Eve on January 5. 

 

Many churches celebrate Epiphany on the Sunday before or after, especially in countries where Epiphany is not 

a public holiday. 

 

So-called "king cakes", named after the three biblical kings, are eaten on Epiphany and during the following 

Epiphany season up until Fat Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       January 6th  

             2022 

https://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/lent.html
https://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/epiphany-eve.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_cake
https://www.calendarpedia.com/when-is/fat-tuesday.html
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Who was Jesse Lee?  

                     Jesse Lee Brought Methodism to New England 
 

May we hold a service in your house? We were told you might let us meet here." Burly Jesse Lee was as polite 

as could be. 

The woman in the doorway shook her head. "My husband isn't at home right now, but before he left, he said 

he didn't want you preaching in our home." 

"Well, I'd rather preach in the road than make trouble between you and your husband. But how about that 

old house over there--it's empty." 

"No, Sir." 

Jesse turned away. As a Methodist trying to open a work in Puritan New England, he had expected opposition. 

And here it was. It was just past four in the afternoon on this day, June 17, 1789. The sun was still hot and 

some kind of shade was necessary. Ahead was an orchard. Jesse turned aside and asked the old lady who 

owned it if the handful of people who had gathered to hear him might use it. 

"No. You'll trample the grass," said the woman. 

Jesse led the twenty people to an apple tree that overhung the road. When the first lady saw that Jesse really 

meant to preach outdoors, she changed her mind. "You can use our old house," she said. 

"I think it would be better for us to stay where we are," said Jesse. And that is what they did, there in           

Norwalk, Connecticut on this day June 17, 1789. After singing and praying, Jesse preached his first sermon in 

Connecticut. He took as his theme, "You must be born again." 

"After preaching I told the people that I intended to be with them again in 

two weeks, and if any of them would open their houses to receive me, I 

should be glad, and if they were not willing, we would meet at the same 

place; some of them came, and desired that I should meet at the town-

house, the next time; so I gave consent." 

That was the beginning of Jesse's major push to win converts 

to Methodism in New England. He was so successful that he was given the 

nickname "The Apostle of Methodism." By 1794, he and a helper were rid-

ing seventeen circuits in the New England states. Jesse was such a big man 

that he had to take two horses wherever he went, so that when one was 

worn out he could switch to the other. 

Before he died, the energetic Jesse wrote A History of Methodism in Ameri-

ca and served as chaplain to Congress for six terms. 

     Taken from Christianitytoday.com 

     Written by Dan Graves, MSL 5/3/2010 

https://www.christianity.com/church/denominations/what-is-methodism-10-things-to-know-about-methodists.html
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T 

  

The Wise Men follow the star to see baby Jesus 
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January 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9:15am Choir  

10:00am Epipha-

ny Service 

 

3 4 5 6 

Epiphany  

7 8 

9 

9:15am Choir  

10:00am Service 

11:15am Church 

Council  

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 

9:15am Choir  

10:00am Service 

17 18 19 20 

Articles due for 

Circuit Writer 

21 22 

23 

9:15am Choir  

10:00am Service 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

9:15am Choir  

10:00am Service 

31      


