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February 2022 

Circuit Writer   

Jesse Lee United Methodist Church  25 Flat Rock Rd. Easton, Ct 06612 
                                       Phone: 203 372-8250                            
                                  Website: www.jesselee.org                             
                                Email: Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

Church Calendar 
Church Council—TBD 
Souper Bowl—Feb 13 
Choir Rehearsal—Feb 6, 13, 20, 27      9:15 am 
Post Quarantine Church Study  Feb 8,15,22  7:30pm 
Ash Wednesday— March 2nd  9:00am-12 noon                             
          Imposition of Ashes 
Ash Wednesday Service—March 2nd  7:30pm 

Jesse Lee Birthdays 
Jeffery Berg            Feb. 6th 
Juliet Lyn            Feb. 8th 
Emily McKeon         Feb. 15th 
Steven Wendt         Feb. 21st 
Donna Smith           Feb. 22nd 
George Lindeberg  Feb 26th  

               A February Message from Pastor Fern Blair Hart                   

      Blessings in abundance to all the beautiful souls at Jesse Lee UMC.   I write this on a cold, 

cold January evening with crunchy snow on the ground. It will soon be February.  That means win-

ter is almost half over – spring will begin in about six weeks from the first of February.  Usually we 

celebrate Ash Wednesday in February but this year it is later and will not happen until March 2.  

Then, Lent will be upon us.  More about Lent a little later in this message. 

We have had a tough time at Jesse Lee since Christmas with the death of a former member, Bill Kearney and 

the death of Paul Rawson.  Paul’s family wishes as do we all here at Jesse Lee to have a celebration of life ser-

vice in the spring.  Date to be determined at this point – perhaps in April after Easter.  I don’t know why but it 

seems that January is the month when the Lord calls many folks home.   

As I said earlier in this blurb, Lent is fast approaching.  I understand that traditionally Jessie Lee has had an 

evening service on Ash Wednesday.  I intend to continue that service in person and via Zoom.  In addition, I 

intend to make myself available at the church on Ash Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. for the imposition of 

ashes for anyone wishing to stop by.   

I plan to offer a small group discussion of “The Post Quarantine Church” by Thom. S. Rainier for Council mem-

bers.  However, there are about four extra books available for anyone else who would like to participate.  This 

is a vital topic for our church in times such as this.  I plan to start on February 8 via Zoom with chapters 1 and 2 

being discussed.  We will plan for a 60-minute time frame and will begin at 7:30.   I will be sending out a more 

detailed syllabus.  The book is six chapters in total and although easy reading, it is vital reading.  There will be 

three sessions in total.  If you are interested just send me an email.   

I plan also to offer a Lenten study "Witness at the Cross", by Amy-Jill Levine which speaks in detail of Holy Fri-

day and those who attended the crucifixion.  She is an excellent author as well.  Dates at this point tbd.  It will 

most likely be offered via Zoom. 

I pray all stay well.  God’s blessings in abundance.                                  With love, Pastor  Fern 

 

http://www.jesselee.org
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The Outreach Committee is supporting the ANGEL APPEAL for this year’s  
                                                                         “Souper Bowl Sunday”. 
 

Please donate by placing money/check in the jar representing your team pick on Super Bowl Sunday at 
church, or mail a check to Jesse Lee with  notation for “Angel Appeal”. 
 

Several charities under the auspices of The Council of Churches need our 
support. 
 
 

  Thank you, Kim Breda & Patty Gelineau 

  Outreach Committee Co-Chairs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesse Lee continues to follow the protocols below: 

1.       All persons must wear a mask, covering their nose and mouth, at all times while in the church. 

2.       Please enter the church only by the front doors, and after the service, exit by the side door to the driveway. 

3.       Temperatures will be checked at the front doors. 

4.       Please use the hand sanitizer that is available in the entry hall. 

5.       Ushers will be taking attendance so that contact tracing can be conducted if needed. 

6.       Certain pews will be closed off in order to achieve at least six feet of social distancing between family groups. 

7.       Depending on the number of people in attendance, some attendees may be asked to sit in the balcony, to maintain  

        social distancing. 

8.       There will be no singing by the congregation.  Please just enjoy the music  and the Choir. 

9.       The offering will not be collected manually.  Collection plates will be available in the entry hall and by the side door 

         exit. 
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    In Memoriam-Paul O. Rawson 

 

Beloved Jesse Lee member, Paul Rawson, passed away on Jan. 11, 2022 

at the age of 100. Paul truly exemplifies the idea of “a life well lived”. He 

was a creative and intelligent man whose inventions range from the first 

GE Toaster oven, to a computer controlled milling machine to surgical 

instruments.  His daughter Nancy says that his mind was always 

“going”.  Paul was also a prolific artist who created thousands of paintings 

and sketches large and small.  He shared this talent and his love with all of Jesse Lee by creating and sending 

postcard of his artwork with encouraging messages all through the pandemic. Even in his 90’s he was an ac-

tive member of the Jesse Lee Men’s group.  

He is predeceased by Lois, his lifelong love and wife of 73 years.  He is survived by his daughter Nancy Raw-

son and her partner Jim Conmy and his son, Dan Rawson and wife JoAnn as well as grandchildren, nieces and 

nephews.  Paul made a lasting mark on the world with his invention and his paintings.  At Jesse Lee we had 

the gift of knowing a kind, gentle, humble and loving man with a warm smile and a kind word for every-

one.  A Celebration of Life Ceremony will be planned at a later date.  In lieu of flowers, please send contribu-

tions to Jesse Lee UMC.  To leave an online condolence, visit www.abriola.com 

 

 

Look for us on Facebook—Jesse Lee Church– 
we post updates weekly. Be sure to add us as a 
friend and share our posts. 

 

Check out our new website at jesslee.org  You will 
find our latest news and calendar. Also links to 
our latest bulletin & Circuit Writer. We will be 
adding information on a regular basis. Take a 
look! 

 

http://www.abriola.com
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Jesse Lee United Methodist Church 

Church Council Meeting January 17, 2022 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Attendees:   
Fern Blair Hart, John Herlihy, Suzanne Herlihy, Steven Wendt, Michelle Wendt, Andrée Hallcot, Jim Riling,  
Patricia Gelineau, Joann Kant, Renee Huckaby and Cheryl DePoi 
 

Opening 

 Meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. Opening Prayer by Pastor Fern 
 

Review of the Minutes 

 Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 

Celebrations   

 Steve celebrated becoming Church Council Chair and thanked past Chairs. 

 Pastor Fern said she will be celebrating the lives of Bill Kearney (graveside service Wednesday) and a  
      committal service for Paul Rawson- reflecting on a full and well lived life. (There will be a service &  
      reception in the spring at the church.) 

 John celebrated the well lived life of Paul and MLK. 

 Adrée said she is celebrating the chance she has of seeing the Harriet Tubman statue Tuesday She will take  
      pictures to share. 
 

Pastor’s Report 

 Pastor Fern has called and chatted with D. Lawson and A. Wilson. A. Wilson will be celebrating her 98th 
      birthday on February 23rd. Pastor Fern plans on continuing calling homebound parishioners due to COVID. 

 Work will begin on updating the directory. Chery will send copies of the current directory to   all on the  
      Church Council to update and return.  
 

 Cheryl purchased battery operated candles for Christmas Eve that did not arrive on time. Discussion of live 
     /battery candles for next year- conclusion possible candles from children’s choir may be in the building, but  
      decided to keep candles that were purchased. 
 

 Cheryl was able to lower the  Optimum phone bill. The bill was lowered from approximately $275.00 to 
      $175.00 A yearly savings of approximately $1200.00  
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Checkbook balance was $15,950 on 1/21/2021 and $22,812 as of 12/22/2021. The PPP loan helped, with 
     $10,000 from Trustees. Paid out $1200 for tree removal. $3,100 house taxes. $2409 rent paid by Shelly. 

 Jim mentioned he had a conversation with Shelly and it has been difficult with COVID & staffing issues. 

 Michele & Andrée have been working on the chart of accounts. They will need to be streamlined in the near 
      future.  
  Andrée said Quickbooks would not help us because we do not have a 990 form filed. A discussion 
   was had on whether or not the church  needs to file one. John said he would investigate and report  
                         back to the Council. 

  There will be a separate zoom meeting to work on the statistical tables the church needs to complete.  
       Consisting of Trustees, Finance & the minister.  Pastor Fern will send out to those who need it, John will  
       bring a hard copy to the office for Andrée. Upon completion Steve will email to all. 
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 Pastor Fern explained that there needs to be a count for 3 consecutive years of members, Our appor-
tionments are tied to the member numbers. Andrée said that Lois was working on the 2nd year, Cheryl will 
look to see if she can find the files.  

 We need to keep an up to date list of members. 
 

 Andrée is in the process of distributing donation envelopes. To save money, blank ones were used.  

 A list needs to be kept for memorial donations.  A donation letter will be sent out to both the person who  
      donated and the family of the “memorial”. A tally list with amounts will be kept. 

 Should we look into a Paypal account for donations online? There is a capability of donations through our new 
       website.  

 John said that the same person who writes checks can’t keep the books.  Working on resolving this. 

 According to the NYAC - JLUMC owes $10,000. This charge is a long standing charge for pensions that they 
      didn’t adequately fund.  
 

Trustee Report 

 A tree was taken down near the Parsonage garage. The wood is free for the taking. 

 Andrew added tread to the handicapped ramp.  

 Jim is planning on talking to Shelly to see if we can help in any way. 

 Jim spoke to Carol Halzack, she said she is still grieving. She also said the memorial service was beautiful.  

 Andrée’s computer was upgraded to Windows 10. 

 Jim will call to get the railing repaired. 

 Discussion of plowing, all is working well. 

 Jim said we should get Shelly salt for the walkway. 

 Jim said we might need to look into a larger bin, or twice a week pickup- it is often full. 
 

Outreach Report 

 Patty is working with Suzanne for fundraising ideas. Planning on a Spring Shredding Event, but the current  
     company we use (ShredSmart) has drastically raised their prices and added an unloading fee, which would cut 
      into our profit. Planning on contacting another company, ProShred to see if they have better pricing 

 Patty will talk to Kim about having a modified “Souper Bowl” on February 13th. Will decide on a charity  
      to donate too. 
 

Other Business 

 Statistical tables.  

 Worship Service protocols  

 Would like to work on enhanced ZOOM service. YouTube & Facebook have better sound quality. We  
      should look into microphone arrangements to ipad, Pastor’s mic/Choir mic. 

 Joann said that a sound system for the church would enable us to play recorded music. 

 We need to move forward as the pandemic changes to an endemic. Possible to use D. Lawson’s offer. 

 Steve will look into a sound system with Brian. Joann will talk to David Piscatelli about their sound 
      system. 

 Discussion of keeping our organist safe during the current spike of omicron. Ideas include plexiglass around 
the organ, pre-recording music, medical leave of absence. John will contact Joe & Lorriane to discuss their com-
fort level and what is best for everyone.  
 

 Discussion on whether or not to go remote or stay in hybrid mode. Decision to stay hybrid. 

 Merlyn Neunteufel, a scout, is interested in placing a Blessing Box at our church. After a discussion it was de-
cided to ask her to present her project to Council.  Pastor Fern said this would be great publicity to the church. 
 

Meeting ended 9:13 pm 

Closing Prayer – Joann Kant 
Next Meeting, TBD 
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                        Church Partnership Continues 

              For more than 5 years Jesse Lee UMC has partnered with the Congregational Church of Easton to 

provide a monthly community supper. Currently we deliver food to the Bridgeport Rescue Mission but 

 are unable to serve due to COVID restrictions.  Volunteers are needed to make main dishes such as 

 chicken or macaroni and cheese and desserts. We provide a meal on the third Tuesday of each month 

 and food needs to be at the Congregational Church by 3:00 PM. You don't need to make a monthly 

 commitment; you can participate as your schedule permits. If you would like to help please contact the 

 Congregational Church at cchurcheaston@gmail.com or 203 261-2527.                                            

 

In the next couple of months we will be working on a new Church Directory—If you have moved, or have a new 

email address or phone number please let the church office know.—Jesselee.umc@gmail.com 

 

mailto:cchurcheaston@gmail.com
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Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport 

 

The Council is off to a good start in 2022 under the leadership of Interim President and 

CEO, Tom Larson.  The Janus Center for Youth in Crisis has a new director, Mr. Reuel 

Parks. American Recovery Funds are being used to expand staff for PNV, the Re-entry Pro-

gram after incarceration. The CREATE culinary training program graduated another class of 

students ready to enter the workforce with new skills. For over 75 years the Council of 

Churches has helped over 23,000 adults with food, clothes, education, and counseling ser-

vices.  Jesse Lee UMC was one of the founding members of the Council of Churches of 

Greater Bridgeport.  For a more personal look at the services of CCGB watch the video 

“Three Stories of Hope”. https://vimeo.com/477359584       - Suzanne Herlihy 

https://vimeo.com/477359584
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Happening in February: 
 

Groundhog Day is a popular observance in many parts of the 
United States. Although some states have in some cases adopted 
their own groundhogs, the official groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, 
lives at Gobbler’s Knob near Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. The 
town has attracted thousands of visitors over the years to experi-
ence various Groundhog Day events and activities on February 2. 
 
Thousands of years ago when animalism and nature worship 
were prevalent, people in the area of Europe now known as Ger-
many believed that the badger had the power to predict the coming of spring. They watched the badger to 
know when to plant their crops. By the time the first German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania they probably 
understood that this was not true but the tradition continued. 
 
Unfortunately, there were not many badgers in Pennsylvania so the groundhog was substituted for the badger. 
Tradition has it that if the groundhog sees its shadow on February 2 it will be frightened by it and will then re-
turn to its burrow, indicating that there will be 6 more weeks of winter. If it does not see its shadow, then spring 
is on the way. 
 
February (do you see that extra “r”?) is one of the most frequently misspelled words in the English lan-
guage. In 2015, even the White House press office got it wrong—several times over the course of the month. 

Mardi Gras/Fat Tuesday                March 1st  

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, refers to events of the Carnival celebration, beginning on or 

after the Christian feasts of the Epiphany (Three Kings Day) and culminating on the day 

before Ash Wednesday, which is known as Shrove Tuesday. Mardi Gras is French for "Fat 

Tuesday", reflecting the practice of the last night of eating rich, fatty foods before the 

ritual Lenten sacrifices and fasting of the Lenten season. 

Related popular practices are associated with Shrovetide celebrations before the fasting 

and religious obligations associated with the penitential season of Lent. Shrove Tuesday 

(derived from the word shrive, meaning "to administer the sacrament of confession to; to absolve"). 

Some think Mardi Gras may be linked with the ancient Roman pagan celebrations of spring and fertility such as Saturna-

lia, which dates back to 133–31 BC. This celebration honored the god of agriculture, Saturn. It was observed in mid-

December, before the sowing of winter crops. It was a week-long festival when work and business came to a halt. Schools 

and courts of law closed, and the normal social patterns were suspended. On the Julian calendar, which the Romans 

adopted in 45 BC, the winter solstice fell on December 25. Hence, the celebration gradually became associated with 

Christmas. 

The festival season varies from city to city, as some traditions, such as the one in New Orleans, Louisiana, consider Mardi 

Gras to stretch the entire period from Twelfth Night (the last night of Christmas which begins Epiphany) to Ash Wednes-

day. Others treat the final three-day period before Ash Wednesday as the Mardi Gras. 
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In February we celebrate  
 Valentine’s Day 
 
 
 
 
Valentine’s Day is a time to celebrate love and 
friendship and the joy of having other people in 
your life. It’s a day of flowers, candy and cards 
decorated with hearts. This special day’s origin, 
though, is not so rosy. 

There are many theories on how Valentine’s 
Day began, but the most noted one begins in 
Rome in the year 268. Emperor Claudius II wanted a fierce team of young men to fight in his armies. 
He found that when young men are in love or sharing their lives with a wife and children, they tended 
to be more cautious. 

To insure large numbers of soldiers for his armies, Claudius outlawed marriage for those young men. 

Claudius may have outlawed love, but he could not stop it. Young men and women still fell in love 
and wanted to become couples in the eyes of the church. A brave—and obviously romantic—priest 
named Valentine thought the law was horribly unjust. 

Putting his life in danger, Valentine continued performing marriage ceremonies, doing so in secret 
and hidden from the eyes of authorities. 

Still, word of Valentine’s secret ceremonies made its way back to Claudius. The priest was found and 
put to death on, as some versions state, on February 14

th
. Centuries later, the Catholic Church made 

that kindly priest a saint, one of three saints named “Valentine.” 

No one knows exactly when St. Valentine’s Day was first celebrated, but there is a poem in existence 
that is considered to be the first ever written Valentine’s Day card.  It was sent from a prisoner in the 
Tower of London to his wife in the year 1415. 

My very gentle Valentine, 
Since for me you were born too soon, 

And I for you was born too late. 
God forgives him who has estranged 

Me from you for the whole year. 
I am already sick of love, 
My very gentle Valentine. 

 
Today, greeting card companies estimate that over a billion cards of love and affection are sent each 
St. Valentine’s Day. 

While Valentine is a Catholic Christian saint, his death and the tradition of love that he created is cel-
ebrated world-wide by people of all religions. People send cards, flowers and candy in counties many 
countries around the world. 

Some countries have banned St. Valentine’s Day, but people in love show the courage of the 
doomed priest by celebrating the occasion. Repressive governments may confiscate all of the red 
roses available in the country. Still, no one can ever halt the flow of love and affection. 

Today’s click-and-post culture is tossing aside many old traditions and rules. Still, the history of Val-
entine’s Day lives on annually every February 14th in a worldwide celebration of love. 

Happy St. Valentine’s Day. Tell everyone in your heart how much they mean to you. And remember 
when you sign those cards how love and friendship lives on, even in the face of adversity. 

https://www.history.com/news/historys-oldest-known-valentine-was-written-in-prison
https://factualfacts.com/history-valentines-day/
https://factualfacts.com/history-valentines-day/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
Worship Service 

10:00am 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

7 8 
Post Quarantine 

Church 7:30pm 

9 10 11 12 

13 
Worship Service 

10:00am 

14 15 
Post Quarantine 

Church 7:30pm 

16 17 18 19 

20 
Worship Service 

10:00am 

21 22 
Post Quarantine 

Church 7:30pm 

23 24 25 26 

27 
Worship Service 

10:00am 

28  2Ash Wednesday 

Imposition of  

Ashes  9:00am-   

         noon 

7:30pm Service 

   

FEBRUARY 2022 


