
WE ARE BACK!!!!
After a long grueling year of “What’s Next”?, “What’s safe”?, “What now”?, the Three Valley Museum will once again be 
open to the public beginning July 5th. The Board of Directors and I are looking forward to seeing our members once 
again, planning new gatherings, and welcoming visitors to our amazing facility. We have missed you!
The year has been a challenge in so many ways, but we have tried to stay safe and still be mindful of the colorful 
history which abounds in our area. 
One such reminder was the 42nd  Annual 1889 Land Run Commemoration which was held for the first time in our 
county near Bokchito during the week of April 26th. Approximately 50 wagons and more than 60  outriders bravely 
faced rain and storms during the weeklong encampment which included 20 mile wagon train rides around the 
communities of Bokchito, Caddo, and Bennington. I hope you had a chance to witness the beautiful horses and mule 
teams pulling authentic modes of transportation which were common during early days in Indian Territory.
The Three Valley Museum, First United Bank of Bokchito, Tony’s Quick Trip of Bokchito, and Indian Nation Wholesale 
provided a wonderful lunch for the participants under the pavilion on Thursday. We hope these riders will come back 
next year to once again provide another exhibition of Oklahoma history. 
Did you miss coming to Journey Stories in January 2021? We missed them too! That is why we are planning a mini 
series in July called: “HOTTER THAN A PEPPER SPROUT”!! (Thank you Johnny Cash and June Carter for your help)
Please join us on Thursday evenings,  beginning July 8th at 6:30 as we roll out more stories about our area and the 
people who helped to make it great. The dates are July 8, 15, 22, and 29. Topics of discussion will be posted as time 
draws near on our web site: threevalleymuseum.com, our Facebook page, and the Durant Democrat. (or call me 580-
920-1907) Save those dates. It’s the COOL thing to do! 
“ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE”
June is typically known as the most popular month for brides, 
weddings, and romance. We invite you to come see our vintage 
wedding dress exhibit which will be on display at the museum 
beginning June 18th. Also, don’t miss the current Bryan County 
Annex exhibit which is filled with bridal gowns worn by the brides 
of the family of the late Dr. Marcus Lee. On display, you will see the 
1948 dress of Eleanor (Campbell) Lee, bride elect of Dr. Marcus Lee. 
Patty (Harris) Lee, bride elect of Jeffery Lee (1982), Carolyn (Lee) 
Martens, bride elect of Bryce G. Martens (2005), and Lana (Pacey) 
Lee, bride elect of Dr. Terry M. Lee.
Lana Lee is seen with her three granddaughters viewing the Lee 
Family bride dresses at the Bryan County Court House Annex. 
(formerly the R.L. Williams Library) 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Did you know where the term “Tying the Knot” began? Couples in Biblical times would tie their right wrist together 
during a wedding ceremony. Each would typically have a cloth which might hold a family crest or special meaning. 



The cloths were referred to a swaddling. (We have all heard the story 
of baby Jesus being wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a 
manger) The couple would keep the swaddling cloths and use them 
to wrap their babies in when they were Christened. 
{The swaddling clothes were replaced by Christening dresses during 
the Victorian era. The reason being that it was easier to remove the 
wet dresses quickly and avoid illness to the baby as most churches at 
that time were not heated.}
LOOK FOR THE COLLECTION OF VINTAGE CHRISTENING DRESSES IN 
THE UPSTAIRS GALLERY.
BETTER LATE THAN NEVER
Our membership cards are in your newsletter. Please dig deep into 
your history loving hearts and renew your membership to the Three 
Valley Museum.  Like most non-profits, we have suffered a financial 
slump from not being able to have fund raisers due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
We filed for and received the PPP grants provided by the CARES ACT, 
and cut corners in every way possible, but the reality is that buildings 
continue to require upkeep, the climate has to be maintained, and 
insurance must be kept in tact. Please help us keep our museum 
alive!...by renewing your membership today!!
FUN TIMES AHEAD 
Hey! Did you ever go to a turkey shoot? Well…if you did, then you 
know how much fun they can be. Animal lovers ...don’t fret. You don’t 
really shoot a turkey. You shoot skeet!
As a fund raiser, the Three Valley Museum is planning to have a fun 
filled day on November 6th, 2021, with an old time TURKEY SHOOT! 
SKEET SHOOT! We are planning great prizes, hunting education/
instruction, lunch on the grounds, and did I mention GREAT PRIZES?
It all starts with a custom made Henry Rifle with etchings of historical 
sites of Bryan County on the stock.  Start practicing…  you will be 
glad you did. Again…save that date!!!!!
I AM FASCINATED
…when I come across old photos of restaurants of Durant. Especially 
when the photo is of the inside of the building. I want to share a few 
with you…


