
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 28, 2021 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

WELCOME                                                              
 

HYMN NO.559                                     “We Gather Together”  

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 

He chastens and hastens His will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing, 

Sing praises to His name; He forgets not His own. 

 

Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 

Ordaining, maintaining His kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 

Thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be Thine! 

 

We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant, 

And pray that Thou still our defender will be. 

Let Thy congregation escape tribulation; 

Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!  

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING                             Micah, Melissa, Sophia, and Charlotte McGovern 

Lighting a candle is a simple yet profound act. It is a testimony to the power of light over 

darkness. When we look at the world around us we can see pain in suffering. But as we light 

the first candle of Advent we see that the light of one candle shines brightly in the darkness. 

As we light the candle, we begin our journey to Christmas in anticipation of the day when 

Christ will return in glory. 

[Light one purple candle.] 

Today we light the candle of hope. We press forward in our world of struggles and hardship 

as we anticipate the coming of Jesus Christ, who is our hope now and forever. 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope” (1 Pet. 1:3). In our hope of Christ’s return we find our strength 

for each new day. 

Prayer: Dear God, as we light this candle and begin this new Advent season, shine the light of 

your hope into our hearts and into our world. Amen. 



CALL TO WORSHIP         

  Leader:  The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill my promise to my 

     people.  

  People:  Justice and righteousness will fill the land and all will live in peace and safety. 

  Leader:  There will be signs in the heavens and distress among the nations. 

  People:  When Christ returns in power and glory people will faint in fear. 

  Leader:  But when you see these things, lift up your heads: 

  People:  our redemption is drawing near! 

  Leader:  Heaven and earth may pass away, 

  People:  but the Word of God will stand unshaken. 

WORSHIP SONG                               “Soon and Very Soon” 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

No more crying there – we are going to see the King! 

No more crying there – we are going to see the King! 

No more crying there – we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

No more dying there – we are going to see the King! 

No more dying there – we are going to see the King! 

No more dying there – we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 

 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King! 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King! 
 

(You may be seated) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy One, you have promised us that the day of our salvation is near. Keep us faithful in love 

and watchful in prayer, so that we may stand with confidence and joy at the coming of Christ, 

our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 



CALL TO CONFESSION  

Jesus said, Do not let your hearts be weighed down by the sins and worries of this life, but 

watch and pray for the grace of God, who will save you in your time of trial. With confidence 

in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, have mercy on us. We are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as though there 

were no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. Forgive us, Lord. Show us 

your mercy and steadfast love. Lead us in your truth, and teach us your paths, for you are 

the God of our salvation. Amen. 

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  

Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                          

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 

WORSHIP SONG                        “O Come, O Come, Emanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.  
 

Chorus: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

       O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (Chorus) 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. (Chorus) 



PASTORAL PRAYER 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

Trusting in the sure promises of Christ, and grateful for the Spirit’s sustaining power, let us 

bring our tithes and offerings to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                             "Our Hymn of Gratitude"                               Sanctuary Choir 

 

Blessed by Your goodness, blessed by Your grace, 

we thank You Father, for living faith. 

You are sufficient for every need;  

Lord, may we serve You in word and deed, in word and deed. 

To love each other in all we do, 

to share the love of God faithfully and true, 

to be the body of Christ for You;  

Lord, may Your light shine in all we do. 

Lord, we praise You, in our hymn of gratitude. 

 

We seek Your presence, here in this place; 

we stand forgiven by Calv'ry's grace. 

Blessed to remember, blessed as we go, 

help us, dear Father, Your love to show. 

 

To love each other in all we do, 

to share the love of God faithfully and true; 

to be the body of Christ for You; 

Lord, may Your light shine in all we do. 

Lord, we praise You, in our hymn of gratitude. 

Amen, amen. 



OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Suzanne Zak Carver               

 

(Please place your offering in the plate in the Narthex as you enter/exit the Sanctuary.) 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

God of righteousness, you have saved us from the worst the world can do and have prom-

ised to redeem the whole creation when  Christ comes again. In faith and hope we offer our 

gifts of money and self, that we may be part of what you are doing in the world even now, 

as we watch for Christ’s coming in glory. Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Luke 21:25–36  
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 

nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and 

foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shak-

en. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glo-

ry. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.” 29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and 

all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that sum-

mer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things 

have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 

and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it 

will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying 

that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 

before the Son of Man.” 

  Leader:  The Word of the Lord  

 People:  Thanks be to God 



SERMON                                            “Waiting and Hoping”          

Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth 
 

(Please stand if you are able) 

CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

May the God of mercy keep you, the Holy Spirit cheer you, and Christ in glory greet you, 

now and at the day of his coming. 

HYMN NO. 554                           “Let All Things Now Living”                    

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

To God the creator triumphantly raise. 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 

By guiding us on to the end of our days. 

God’s banners are o'er us, Pure light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night. 

Till shadows have vanished, All fearfulness is banished, 

As forward we travel from light into light. 

 

By law God enforces. The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 

Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, Hosanna and praise!"  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Philippians 2:5-11 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 

be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 

name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen. 



Prayer Concerns:  Al Latronica 

                                Bruce Rems 

                                Audrey Read 

        Susan Sisco 

                                Don Fiedler & family (cousin of Sandee Wilson) 

                                Nancy Brooks (mother of Erin Nelmes) 

                        David Rankin (nephew of Debbie Kapinos & Paul Rankin)  

                    Edie Stauch and family (friend of Sandee Wilson) 

                                Thomas Vernoy (friend of Bruce Rems) 

                                Kevin Brand (son-in-law of Sandi Flynn) 

                                Family of David Kratz (cousin of Sue Rems & Sally Traubel) 

                                Becky Jellen (friend of John Shaffer) 

                                Marlene Tyler (friend of Eloyce Sturgeon) 

        David Lodwig (son of Karen Lodwig) 

                    Sue Ellen Nolan-Greeby (sister of Bill Watson) 

        Amy Miller (niece of Bill Watson) 

        Family of Stasia Kopena (niece of Bill Watson) 

                                Pete Davis (friend of Mike O’Neill) 

                                Jonie Garcia (mother of David Garcia) 

                                Christine Brundage (friend of Bill Watson) 

                                Dr. Lourdes Cuasay (friend of Sue McOwen) 

                                 

Joan George 

Mark Hennessy 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Debbie Watson 

Demelza Breith  

Ray McKevitt   

Lois Williams 

    

Ongoing Concerns:  

 



PULPIT FLOWERS 
The pulpit flowers are given in loving memory of her son Michael from Leslie Bonner; and 

given in memory and honor of Bob Sobiech from his wife, Donna. 
 

Deacons Linda Mesh & Don Millin will deliver the flowers. Each week the flowers can be a 

bright moment for someone needing prayers or praise. If you know of someone please let 

the assigned deacons delivering flowers know after the service.   
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 

5 pm Children/Family Worship 

7 pm Candlelight Worship 
 

 *Nursery care available at 7pm.  

 

NATIVITY NIGHT 

On Saturday, December 11th  at 5:30pm, the Sunday school kids perform in 

a LIVE Nativity complete with LIVE sheep, goats, and a donkey.  But the 

performance is only part of the fun.  It is also a night full of fellowship as 

well as a great opportunity to reach out and share the gift of Christmas 

with the community around us. We will have cookies and hot chocolate 

outside along with a surprise visit!  



GIFT CARD INITIATIVE 
Christmas is almost here!!! 

Again this year the Mission Team is asking for $25.00 gift cards from TARGET and WALMART 
 

WEST KENSINGTON MINISTRIES 

the 4th hungriest district in the country.  Some of their programs are: 

INITIATIVES  OF HOPE AND SAFETY:  They have an open mike night every Friday that 

allows the children to have a safe place to express themselves. 

JOB OPPORTINITIES:  They make and sell T shirts and also have a small recording studio. 
 

CROSSROADS IN FAIRHILL PHILADELPHIA 

60% of households live in poverty. 125 senior citizens get food from their food bank every 

month. They serve 300 to 400 children per year through education programs, and they also 

provide breakfast. 
 

OXFORD CIRCLE COMMUNITY CENTER 

Builds community support to revitalize the area and rebuild homes. They provide after 

school programs for children where students receive tutoring and learn how to deal with 

conflict in a peaceful way. They also provide classes for adults to get their GED and to learn 

English. 

 

All of these missions are located in our own city of Philadelphia. ALL are Christ centered 

and emphasize children's needs.  Their needs are great and very basic.  We worry about the 

perfect gift these families worry about putting a meal on the table and possibly a gift or two 

for their children. The gift cards make a real difference in people's lives. 
 

DEADLINE is DECEMBER 12th 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
Please join our lifesaving mission and schedule an appointment today!  

Monday, January 10, 2022 

11:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Coordinator Name: Don Millin  
                                                 

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org 
 

Blood supplies are low and the need is great. Presently, significant precautions are being taken to en-

sure the safety of each donor and Red Cross volunteer involved in the donation process. They are 

staggering appointments to keep contact to a minimum, doing temperature checks before donors step 

inside, practicing social distancing, and sanitizing everything constantly. 
  

The need for blood is constant and only volunteer donors can fulfill that need for patients in our com-

munity. Nationwide, someone needs a unit of blood every 2 to 3 seconds and most of us will need 

blood in our lifetime. 

Please consider a donation and sign up today to save a life! 



MEALS FOR our CODE BLUE GUESTS - DECEMBER 2021 
We are once again planning for our Code Blue guests at NWPC in December.  Your generosity as a 

congregation has provided hot and nourishing meals in the past, and the need continues to be great.  

Please prayerfully consider the information below as you decide how you can help.  And many 

thanks in advance - you are a blessing! 
 

Suggestions for meals: 

Some suggestions for meals:  LASAGNE; MACARONI & CHEESE; HOT DOGS & BEANS; MEAT 

LOAF, MASHED POTATOES with GRAVY; PORK & SAUERKRAUT; HAM & SCALLOPED PO-

TATOES; PEROGIES; BAKED ZITI with MEAT BALLS/SAUSAGE; CHICKEN & RICE; or any foods 

that have protein and are easy to chew.  Some of our homeless guests have dental problems and are 

not able to chew hard or crunchy foods.  Also please be moderate with spices and seasonings.   
 

Instructions for providing meals: 

PLEASE PREPARE CASSEROLE for 12 people in disposable covered aluminum casserole-sized 

pans.  (The kitchen crew will be dishing the meal that you bring into individual containers to serve 

our guests.)  Historically, the number of guests starts to increase as we get into the month.  We may 

eventually ask for casseroles to serve 20 or so people, so as the number of our guests increases, we 

will let you know how many folks we can expect to feed.  If you choose to add rolls or dessert, these 

need to be put into individual sandwich bags.  So no pies, puddings, etc.  Cakes, cookies, dough-

nuts, etc are great. 
 

You can drop off the casseroles:  1) "Hot" to the church kitchen at 7 PM, 2) earlier in the day (attach 

reheating instructions & call me so I make sure someone is there to receive them), or 3) frozen (again 

we'll need instructions & phone call). 
 

Because of covid, we will follow the same changes as last year: 

1)  Everything needs to be disposable.   

 2)  We will be asking for donations of certain items and will be using a SignUp Genius for these 

items and also one for the actual casseroles.  The cooks no longer need to provide extra vegetables 

or salads; these items will be on the SignUp Genius for miscellaneous donated items. We will no 

longer be serving food cafeteria-style as we used to, but will be packaging the meals in the kitchen 

for individual distribution to the guests in the auditorium.  Therefore, we will need to have a tighter 

handle on quantity of food so we can avoid waste.   
 

REMINDER:  You will only need to cook for that evening if a Code Blue is called (usually wind 

chill factor of 26 degrees or less).  If there is no Code Blue called, you will receive a call or email in 

the morning (usually before 10 AM) as soon as we are notified.  (If you have prepared the meal 

ahead of time and a Code Blue is not called, you could always freeze it for possible use later in the 

month.)  

Thank you for your willingness to prepare a meal for our homeless guests. 

Your kindness is greatly appreciated by all of us! 
 

Please contact Jan Helsel (H#215-343-3778) ( email:  jjhelsel@yahoo.com) if you are interested so that 

I can send you information with the link to the SignUp Genius. 



WholyFit is a women’s fitness ministry. We have classes Tuesdays at 7:00 pm in the audi-

torium.  We are taking a break for the month of December for Code Blue. We will begin 

again on January 4 with live music from Keith Rounds. He’s agreed to play the first Tues-

day of every month for our class! Other WholyFit classes across the country are having 

trouble holding classes in person, let alone including live music. We are very blessed and 

invite you to be a part of this unique worship experience. Contact Chelsea Rounds at 

mrscrounds@gmail.com for more information. God bless you and Merry Christmas. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
10:00 A.M. IN THE SANCTUARY  

Join us for bible study at 10:00 A.M. in the Sanctuary.  

Come and go in depth into that week's scripture to learn  

not only what the passage is about, but how it is relevant in your life.  

You can come and just listen or, ask any questions you would like.  

        Newcomers are always welcome!    

POINSETTIAS  

All those interested in making donations for poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary at Christ-

mas time please notify Dorothy Smith (215-343-1142) by Sunday, November 28.  Please fill 

out the form below indicating which option you prefer: 
 

 I am interested in making a donation (any dollar amount).  I understand the  

 poinsettias will be delivered to shut-ins. 
 

  I prefer to make a donation for a poinsettia ($10).   I understand I can pick up this            

poinsettia after the 8:30 service on December 24. 
 

As all donations will be noted in the Sunday, December 12 bulletin, please designate what 

the wording should be for you: 
 

 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

(In memory of, from Mr. & Mrs. Smith, etc.) 

 

All checks should be made payable to Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church, Attn:  

Poinsettias and forwarded to the church at 1401 Meetinghouse Road, Hartsville, Warmin-

ster, PA  18974. 

mailto:mrscrounds@gmail.com


THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 

MONDAY—Code Blue moving into the Auditorium 

 

TUESDAY—WholyFit 7 pm Auditorium  

 

WEDNESDAY—Bible Study 10 am Sanctuary 

 

THURSDAY—Choir Rehearsal 7 pm Choir Room 

 

SUNDAY—Cantata Rehearsal 10:15 am Choir Room  

     —Youth Group 6 pm Auditorium 

Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth 

Rev. Sameh Shaker, Pastor of Visitation 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 
 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  

ministers  and  missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support 

Team provide leadership and specialized ministries. 


