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Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings. 

You can attend either IN-PERSON or ONLINE   SEE PAGE 3 

    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 
month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation followed by a business session. 

The 2022 National Railway Historical Society convention program included a day at the Southern California 
Railway Museum in Perris, Cal., home of these two and many other jewels. The No. 418 red interurban car 
is a Pacific Electric MU coach. UP 942 is a 1953 E-8.                                                           -Photo by J. L. Gattis 

NRHS 2022 Convention  
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Notes and News from the NRHS Convention 
 This issue of the Scrambler 
showcases the just-completed 
2022 annual convention. 

 Below is a list of brief high-
lights from the May 16 NRHS 
Advisory Council Meeting , 
describing some of the NRHS 
activities and programs. 

 Heritage Grants.  There were 33 applications this year, $100,000 
was awarded. 

 RailCamp.  Due to Covid uncertainty, 2022 camps were cancelled, 
but partners are onboard for the camps in 2023. 

 Conventions.  2023 is being planned for South Florida, 2024 for 
Harrisburg, Pa. Steam train rides many be in the offerings. 

 Membership.  We have about 5300 NRHS members, which indi-
cates slow growth after some years of decline. Distributing bro-
chures seems to be a good way to attract new members. 

 Attractions.  There will be a website posting of attractions with dis-
counts for NRHS members. 

 Legal.  NRHS renewed the RailCamp trademark. 

 Share the Wealth.  Under development is a program to facilitate 
one chapter informing others of materials which may be of inter-
est. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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Opinions expressed herein may not 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, sto-

ries, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the online chapter meetings, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or 
tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are.  

 

2. Article by Late Mike Condren in Classic Trains Newsletter 

 An article prepared by chapter member Mike Condren, who passed away in November 2020, appeared 
in the May 25 Classic Trains newsletter, as its “Fallen Flag” story of the month. The story was, of course, 
about the Frisco. In addition to his article, the newsletter included separate photograph sections about 
Frisco passenger trains, Frisco freight trains, and Frisco locomotives. 

 

3. Amtrak and Host Railroad Timekeeping 

 The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) published a final rule on November 16, 2020 (49 CFR Part 
273) that established standards for measuring the performance and service quality of intercity passenger 
train operations. The acceptable minimum customer on-time performance is 80%, which is defined as 
being no more than 15 minutes late. 

 In its Quarterly Report on the Performance and Service Quality of Intercity Passenger Train Operations, 
the FRA said that for the October―December 2021 period, all long distance trains had customer on-time 
performance below 80%. Routes with over 90% on-time performance were Hiawatha (Chicago–
Milwaukee), Ethan Allen (New York−Rutland, Vt.), and Keystone (New York–Harrisburg, Pa.). Among the 
worst were the Capitol Limited and the Sunset Limited. The Texas Eagle came in at 66.1%. Overall, the sin-
gle largest cause of delays was freight train interference. 
 

Chapter & General News 

 

The chapter is meeting both in-person and online with Zoom (see below); visitors welcome.  

  WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm. In-person meetings are can-
celled when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement winter weather.  

   WHERE: At the Shiloh Museum main building, 118 W. Johnson Ave., Springdale, Ark.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

June 11, Sat. 10:30 am, 2:30 pm   Heart of the Heartlands train rides at Carona Depot, Scammon, Kan. 

June 16, Thu. 7 pm Chapter meeting:  Continuing Along the Old Frisco, by Bob Stark and Al    
Kaeppel 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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4. Big Iron Train Rides on Saturday June 11th, Carona, Kansas 

 The Heart of the Heartlands Railroad museum and the South Kansas & Oklahoma RR will offer one-
hour round trip train rides on June 11th, Saturday, in conjunction with the Big Iron Overland Rally being 
held at Big Brutus. Two rides will be offered, departing at 10:30 am and 2:30 pm from the Heartlands 
Railroad museum and Carona Depot complex located at 6769 NW 20th, Scammon, Kan., which is four 
miles east of Big Brutus. The diesel-hauled train consists of three air conditioned coaches that due to 
their historic nature are not handicapped accessible. Tickets go on sale starting at 9:00 am the day of the 
ride from the historic Carona depot. Price is $10 per person (cash or check, only), with children on laps 
free, and are limited to the first 275 people per ride. The museum grounds and buildings will also be open 
for tours on this day. Please, no food or drinks on the train. More information can be found on the website 
www.heartlandstrainclub.org  or by calling (620)396-8594 or (620)423-5163. The Heartlands or SKOL are 
not responsible for any changes or cancellations of these rides due to unforeseen circumstances. 

 

 

5. Heart of the Heartlands on Television 

 John Chambers notified us that on May 2, Heart of the Heartlands museum president Larry Spahn ap-
peared on the KOAM morning show. (KOAM advertises itself as based in Pittsburg, Kan. and Joplin, Mo., 
and as covering the Four State Area - Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma.) Larry was interviewed in 
the studio on two separate segments during the program. Below are links to the interviews, as well as a 
link to KOAM's Morning Show program featuring Larry. John concluded with “We want to thank Larry for 
making the early morning trip and doing an excellent job of promoting the Heartlands”.  

 I have no idea how long these links will remain active. I did verify they worked on Windows by first press-
ing and holding “CTRL” (Control) key, then making a left-mouse-click on “Click Here”.―Editor 

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

–Photo courtesy of John Chambers 

KOAM's morning program 

(Click Here) 

1st Interview 

(Click Here) 

2nd Interview 

(Click Here)  

http://www.heartlandstrainclub.org
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=00091e270b&e=d1917dc9f0
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=ef46e57605&e=d1917dc9f0
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=043cc7f08b&e=d1917dc9f0
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=2d00f5abb0&e=d1917dc9f0
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=38e20d9899&e=d1917dc9f0
https://heartlandstrainclub.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9336d9fe3d6654de2f0612c8f&id=2553489030&e=d1917dc9f0
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6. Region Railroad News: Area Flooding 

 Northwest Arkansas was not the only area wading in water after the rains of May 4 and 5. In a May 5 
news release titled “Washouts Impacting Operations in Oklahoma”, Union Pacific said “torrential rains 
around Muskogee, Oklahoma, resulted in multiple washout locations on the network”. The accompanying 
map spotted locations on what appeared to be the former MKT line north of Checotah, and on the Ft 
Smith−to−Coffeyville line southeast of Muskogee. In some cases, crews were having to wait until flood 
waters receded before starting repair work. UP projected delays of one to two days.  

 Kansas City Southern also issued a notice on May 5 of “a service interruption on the Heavener Subdivi-
sion, near Stilwell.” KCS hoped the rain would abate and its line would be reopened the next day. 

 

7. Region Railroad News: Watco May End Ex-Missouri Pacific Operation 

 In a May 17 decision, the Surface Transportation Board said it would issue a final decision by August 9 
on the April 21 filing by Kansas & Oklahoma RR to discontinue service over the Colorado Pacific between 
Towner, Colo, and N. A. Junction, east of Pueblo. Between 2018 and 2020, a new owner began to rehabili-
tate this almost-abandoned former Missouri Pacific line, and contracted with Watco’s K&O to operate it.  
(See the NRHS Bulletin, Vol. 84, No. 1.) Now, the new owner, Colorado Pacific RR (CXR), is ready to start 
running the trains.  

 K&O is one of the many short and regional lines operated by Pittsburg, Kan.−based Watco. Watco had 
painted No. 3831 in medium blue, with “Colorado Pacific” lettered on the cab. 

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

Response to KCS Depot & Museum Tour article in the May 2022 issue  

 In the newsletter, you commented about so few trains on KCS during your tour. 
 KCS is replacing a few bridges south of Marble City, and they are using the track outages to also run at 
least one tie gang working south (at Gans two weeks ago), several surfacing gangs (Gans and Sallisaw two 
weeks ago), and also conducting work on the Heavener fueling facility (last week). The ties are along the 
track almost to Heavener, so they will be around for a while. 
 Trains were heading north from Heavener starting about 3 pm. The yard was full, some were parked 
on the mainline, and there was even a freight backed onto the Waldron Branch one day last week.  

        Barton Jennings 
 
 Thank you for the email and newsletter. You're welcome and I'm glad you and your chapter members 
enjoyed the tour. It was good meeting you all.   

Mayor Rusty Wilson, City of Anderson, Mo. 

   The Mailbag    
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Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

Websites maintained by Mike Sypult are www.arkrailfan.com and www.condrenrails.com  

 Meeting of the Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society in per-
son at the Shiloh Museum in Springdale and via the internet (Zoom). The meeting was hosted by Presi-
dent Mike Sypult, with 4 members in person. In virtual attendance were at least 18 connections. The 
meeting started at 7:04.    

Presentation 

 The presentation was by Brock Kerchner and Wes Reminder, Conrail 
Business and Research Trains, from a voluminous book of that name that 
they wrote, available on Amazon and Ebay, but the printing was limited 
and copies are going fast.   

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for April were approved.   

2. Treasurer.   $4,433.85 in checking account.  

3. Storage.  Allison Lee has moved, and Rose Ann has been unable to 
reach her to finalize our storage arrangements on N. Thompson, 
which will cost $65/month.  

4. Chapter Donation.  Suggestions about possible contributions includ-
ed The Heart of the Heartlands Museum in Corona (PO Box 211, 
Scammon, KS 66773); the Ft. Smith Trolley Museum (100 S. 4th St, Ft. Smith, AR 72901); Northwest 
Arkansas Food Bank (1378 June Self Dr., Springdale, AR 72764); Shiloh Museum, Springdale. 

 Lynn Cleaveland moved that we distribute $250 to each of these from the $1,000 that we authorized 
previously for the Bald Knob coach. Motion approved.  

 Other possible charitable contributions, many possibilities, e.g., the Coal Miners’ Museum in Paris, AR 
and the NRHS Heritage Grant Program.  

5. Presentations.  Al Kaepple and Bob Stark will make the June presentation. We are always looking for 
volunteers to present.   

Announcements 

6. Train Rides. John Chambers said the Heart of the Heartlands Museum at Carona, Kan. is going to have 
train rides on June 11, $10 per person. The railroad is doing this and will take participants a half hour 
out and back, an hour ride.  

7. Convention. Ken Eddy and Jim Gattis were headed to California to attend the NRHS Convention.  

8. NRHS Items. The NRHS board is downsizing from 25 to nine members (plus President and Vice-
President); there will no longer be directors by a geographical district. The 2023 Convention is being 
planned for South Florida, the 2024 for Harrisburg, Pa. 

9. Membership. It is past renewal time, both chapter and national. If you have not already done so,  
$12/person for chapter only, send a check (preferably with the filled out application form that was 
sent by the President in a prior email) to “Ms. R. R. Hofer, 5 Breton Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715”. Go to 
NRHS.com to renew at national for $50 plus $7 for additional family members.  

See you June 16 at 7:00 pm at the Shiloh Museum or on Zoom  --Mike Sypult, ABMT Pres., Web Adminis-
trator and Zoom Facilitator.  

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶   May 19, 2022 

http://www.arkrailfan.com
http://www.condrenrail.com
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 The 2022 National Railway Historical Society 
convention was conducted over a five-day period 
between May 16 and May 20. It was based at the 
Knott’s Berry Farm Hotel in Buena Park, Cal., and 
conventioneers were transported to daily events at 
different venues across the Southern California ar-
ea. 

 Administrative meetings bookended the pro-
gram. The Advisory Council and the Board of Direc-
tors met on Monday, and there was a membership 
meeting on Friday afternoon, followed by a ban-
quet. These activities were offered in between the 
meetings. 

   San Diego Model Railroad Museum 

   Southern California Railway Museum 

   Nethercutt Museum and Collections 

   Griffith Park Travel Town Museum 

 Perhaps the most impressive of the venues was 
the former Orange Empire Railway Museum, now 
called the Southern California Railway Museum, 
which bills itself as the largest museum in the West. 
It is located on the flatlands of Perris, Cal., over an 
hour and a mountain range southeast of Los Ange-
les. The tour included parts not normally open to 
the public. 

 Perris has a rich rail history in its own right: it 
was on the route of the Santa Fe’s subsidiary Cali-
fornia Southern Railroad. Formed in 1880, the CS 
built from National City near the Mexican border, 
northward through San Diego and Perris, to con-
nect in 1885 with a line the Atlantic & Pacific had 
leased from Southern Pacific at what would become 
Barstow, Cal. Thus the CS was a link in Santa Fe’s 
transcontinental route. 

NRHS 2022 Convention 

- continues next page - 

 text and photographs by J. L. Gattis 

Chapter member Ken Eddy came to the NRHS convention in Southern California on the train. He took the Texas 
Eagle from Little Rock to St Louis, then the Missouri River Runner on to Kansas City, where he went to Fullerton, 
Cal. via the Southwest Chief. This is Ken’s train on May 15, Sunday morning, as it crossed Cajon Pass, about 
three hours late due to prior mechanical trouble. Note one of the parallel lines traversing the historic pass 
through the cut and fill at an elevation above this train.                              
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

 However, this line through Perris did not last. To 
cross the mountain range to the east of the Pacific 
Coast and south of Perris, the locating surveyors 
had routed through a flood prone canyon. Within a 
few years, costly destruction from floods forced the 
Santa Fe to develop an alternate route between Los 
Angeles and Oceanside, close to the coast, known as 
California Central Rwy.  

 The CS, the A&P (Albuquerque to Mojave), and 
the leased SP line eventually came under outright 
Santa Fe ownership. Parts of the CS were relegated 
to branch lines and eventually abandoned, but the 
northern end survives as the famous and extremely 
busy line through Cajon Pass. That “alternate route” 

southward from Los Angeles toward San Diego is 
now known as the Surf Line.  

 The Southern California Railway Museum was 
formed in 1956 as the Orange Empire Traction 
Company, at first focused on street car preserva-
tion. Many of the original founders were teenagers. 
The group began to develop its Perris site in 1959. 
With a nod to history, the SCRM is on the right-of-
way of the former CS. 

 The accompanying photographs show some of 
the SCRM museum highlights, along with shots of 
the Tuesday afternoon return trip from San Diego 
up the Surf Line on Amtrak’s Pacific Surfliner No. 
583. 

Above:  1888 map of the Santa Fe (in red) in 
Southern California, showing both the initial Cal 
South’n thru Perris, and the replacement line 
along the coast. Do not know the story as to why 
the line northward from Los Angeles to Mojave 

along the coast. Do not know the story as to why the line northward 
from Los Angeles to Mojave is red; that was an SP line. 
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

 

 

To return to the convention hotel on Tuesday afternoon, attendees boarded 
one of the many daily Pacific Surfliners at Amtrak’s San Diego depot, obviously 
a former Santa Fe edifice. Most of the San Diego Trolley light rail routes stop on 
the far side of the black fence. This 1915 building opened to serve travelers to 
San Diego’s Panama−California International Exposition.                     
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

Above:  The exquisite interior of the 1915 Santa Fe depot in San Diego, well preserved. 
Below:  Anyone at the San Diego depot on May 17 received a bonus, a view of a restored private car in 
New York Central livery that happened to be visiting the city. The fine print says “Cleveland Terminal & 
Valley RR, Midwest Railway Preservation Society”. 
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

This photograph is not history, but rather current information for readers. 
The two-level Pacific Surfliner cars that the NRHS group rode back to Fullerton in have a “straight” stair 
configuration from first level to second level; you turn a corner only at the top of the stairs. The stairs in 
the typical Amtrak long distance cars make two 90 degree corners in their ascent up to the second level.  
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

Above:  Within San Diego County, Coaster service is provided along the same line that Amtrak uses. The 
train carrying the NRHS group train back to Fullerton is to the right. 
Below:  In places, NRHS riders on the train got an ocean view, as seen here at San Juan Capistrano. 
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 NRHS 2022 Convention  (continued) 

- continues next page - 

 The Southern California Railway Museum collection has preserved not only mainline passenger and 
freight cars, but also cars from what once was a vast trolley system in Southern California, and cars from 
the California narrow gauge lines. One building houses a Harvey Girls display. Car restoration is per-
formed in museum shop buildings. 

Above:  The two museum trolleys operating took a number of turns to accommodate all of the NRHS riders. 
Below:  NRHS attendees viewed some cars inside the storage barns, such as San Diego Electric Railway No. 
508, and saw restoration work in progress    
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 NRHS 2022 Convention  (continued) 

- continues next page - 

Above:  Preserved wooden narrow gauge cars. SP 223 dates to 1917, PC 704 to 1906. The Pacific 
Coast RR operated south of San Luis Obispo, near the Central California coast.    
Below:  ATSF FP45 No 108 from the 1960s, the last one Santa Fe purchased for passenger service. 
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

ATSF Railway Post Office No. 60. 
This car ran in Trains 7 and 8, 
the Fast Mail between Kansas 
City and Los Angeles. 
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 NRHS 2022 Convention   (continued) 

The Southern California Railway Museum collection includes Hutchison & Northern No. 1, which hauled 
salt mine traffic at Hutchison in central Kansas. This 1921 General Electric 30-ton steeple cab unit at one 
time wore a Bicentennial paint scheme.  
The 1960 map shows the H&N leading to the salt mine on the east side of Hutchison. 


