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Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings. 

You can attend either IN-PERSON or ONLINE   SEE PAGE 3 

    WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the 
month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a 
railroad presentation followed by a business session. 

Miles of     
Railroad    

History from    
Barton        

Jennings 

Little Rock & Western at Perry, Ark., 
1991. The depot has since been relo-
cated by a local preservation group. 

-Barton Jennings photo 
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Save the Date: 

KCS Depot & Museum Tour 

Saturday, April 30 
 The tour will begin mid-morning at the Siloam Springs Welcome 
Center on US 412 east of the Oklahoma state line, at a time to be an-
nounced − still awaiting a reply from one museum before finalizing 
the schedule. 

 The tour format is this: visit the museum, with both prepared re-
marks and time to view at your own pace, then drive to the next site. 
You can join or leave as you wish. You may wish to make a small con-
tributions at a museum. For lunch, you can brown bag it or stop for 
fast food. The tentative list (may be revised) of sites follows. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, sto-

ries, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the 1st day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

Siloam Springs Siloam Springs Welcome Center 2000 US Hwy 412 

(west side of town)

Gentry Gentry Public Library, City History 

room

105 E. Main St.

Decatur Decatur Mus (depot, locomotive, 

caboose)

249 S. Main (Hwy 59)

Gravette Gravette Historical Museum   

Centennial Park - caboose                 

Lunch

503 Charlotte St SE             

Hwy 59 (1st) at Main

Sulphur Springs Sulphur Springs Community 

Museum

105 N. Hwy 59 

Noel depot (City Hall) 201 Railroad St.

Lanagan depot (moved, not trackside)

Anderson depot (City Hall) 103 W. Beaver St.

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the online chapter meetings, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or 
tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are.  

 

2. U.S. House of Representation Hearings to Reauthorize Surface Transportation Board 

 In March, the House Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials conducted a hear-
ing on STB reauthorization. Much can be summarized by repeating part of a statement by Subcommittee 
Chairman Donald Payne Jr (D-N.J.): "I am concerned about ... the use of precision scheduled railroading”. 

 

3. Region Railroad News: Watco’s New Line in Texas 

 The Port of Corpus Christi and Watco (based in Pittsburg, Kan.) inked a new ten-year contract for 
Watco to operate the port's 63-mile line. Watco’s 47th short line will be called Texas Coastal Bend Rail-
road (TCBR). 

 

4. Region Railroad News: Abandonment on Former Rock Island Across Missouri 

 The December Scrambler reported that a new entity, Missouri Eastern RR, was replacing Central Mid-
land Ry as operator of the 43 miles between Union, Mo. and suburban St Louis. On March 18, the STB 
ruled that unless objections are raised, Central Midland can abandon 10 miles westward from Union to 
Beaufort. Both segments are remnants of the former Rock Island line between Kansas City and St Louis. 

 

5. Region Railroad News: Lake Providence Port Commission Ups the Ante 

 As described in the January 2021 Scrambler, Lake Providence (La.) Port Com-

Chapter & General News 

 

The chapter is meeting both in-person and online with Zoom (see below); visitors welcome.  

  WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm. In-person meetings are can-
celled when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement winter weather.  

   WHERE: At the Shiloh Museum main building, 118 W. Johnson Ave., Springdale, Ark.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

April 21, Thu. 7 pm Chapter meeting: Mike Sypult will present historical background information 
about the sites on the upcoming KCS Depot & Museum Tour 

April 30, Sat. TBA am KCS Depot & Museum Tour  (begins at Siloam Springs Welcome Center) 

- continues next page - 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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mission (LPPC) and Southeast Arkansas Economic Devel-
opment District had applied for federal grants to rehabili-
tate the former Missouri Pacific track between McGehee, 
Ark. and Tallulah, La. The upgrade to FRA Class 2, 25 mph 
operations for 286,000 pound cars is intended to provide 
better rail service to local shippers, and thus improve the 
local economy. North Louisiana & Arkansas (NL&A), 
owned by Arkansas Short Line Railroads (owner of Dar-
danelle & Russellville), is the service provider for these 
two government agencies. 

 The tracks between Tallulah and Lake Providence are 
owned by Delta Southern RR. DSR uses the north part for 
car storage, and apparently has shown little interest in 
upgrading its portion of the route. So, in a 2020 filing, 
LPPC had asked the Surface Transportation Board to 
force DSR to sell the track between milepost 471 and 491. 
DSR would retain ownership of the active portion from 
MP 491 to 500, at Tallulah and a connection with Kansas 
City Southern.  

 In a March 2022 supplemental filing, LPPC is now asking the STB to force the sale of the entire DSR 
line to Tallulah.  LPPC stated that DSR was refusing to upgrade its portion of the line because “the reve-
nues it earns from railcar storage are likely to be greater than the revenues it is earning from freight op-
erations”.  LPPC asserted that the forced sale is justified because ‘’statutes continue to mandate that the 
STB consider the best interests of the shippers, the work force, and most importantly the public.” If the 
STB approves the request, it is likely that NL&A would operate the entire line from McGehee to Tallulah. 

Owner as of Year 2020 Beginning MP Ending MP 

North Louisiana & Arkansas Railroad 408.9 (McGehee) 433.0 (Lake Village) 

Southeast Ark. Economic Development District 433.0  454.8 (state line) 

Lake Providence Port Commission  454.8 471.0 (Lake Providence) 

Delta Southern Railroad (this part now inactive) 471.0 491.0 (Madison Parish Port) 

Delta Southern Railroad 491.0 500 (Tallulah) 

 
ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶   March 17, 2022 

Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

Websites maintained by Mike Sypult are www.arkrailfan.com and www.condrenrails.com  

 Meeting of the Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society in per-
son at the Shiloh Museum and via the internet (Zoom). The meeting was hosted by President Mike Sypult, 
with four other members in person. In virtual attendance were 20 connections and 21 people, including a 
new member, Donnie Ivie. Welcome! The meeting started at 7:04.   

 John Chambers gave the presentation, “Missouri Pacific Photos from Heart of the Heartlands Collec-
tion”.  The collection includes hundreds of thousands of photos, and only a few are copyrighted.  

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for February were approved.   

2. Treasurer.  No report. 

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

- continues next page - 

http://www.arkrailfan.com
http://www.condrenrail.com
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3.  Hosting the NRHS Fall Conference.  Hugh Harris reported that organization of an NRHS conference 
in Fayetteville on September 22-25 is proceeding.  

4.  NRHS Items.  Ken Eddy said that he will not be running for a Director position in the reorganized 
NRHS. Nominations for the NRHS national election must be submitted by March 31. The NRHS annual 
convention will take place Monday May 15 through Friday May 20 in Buena Park, Cal. at the Knotts 
Berry Farm Hotel. Reservations and the program are available.  

5. Storage.  We are in the process of renting a storage facility that Allison Lee scouted, but this has not 
been finalized. The Treasurer will reimburse Allison and arrange for the monthly payment. The com-
ment was made that we should insure the contents. We also might move the books still stored at the 
Museum to this space.  

6. Chapter Depot and Museum Tour.  After considering dates of April 23 or 30 and May 6 or 7, it was 
decided to plan for Saturday April 30, with May 7 as the severe weather backup date. This depends on 
arrangements being made and when facilities would be available. Announcements will be made on 
the ABM groups.io page. To sign up for this page, the editor said see page 3 of the Scrambler. Mike will 
do a presentation at our next meeting, April 21, on the destinations of our depot tour.  

7. Chapter Donation.  We need suggestions about where we can make donations of the interest from 
our investments. There was discussion about whether the recipients needed to be 501c(3) non-profit 
organizations. Hugh Harris said that they do not need to be, but the funds must be used for charitable 
purposes. As a way of introducing a suggestion, it was stated the last M&NA wooden combine in exist-
ence is deteriorating in Bald Knob. The St. Joe Museum would take it and restore it, but it must be 
moved, which could cost as much as $10,000. The chapter voted to donate $1000 for moving, after as-
certaining that the museum group is a 501c(3) organization. 

Announcements 

8. Craig Christiansen in Bald Knob is investigating starting a NRHS chapter there.  

9. See you 7 pm on April 21, either at the Shiloh Museum or on Zoom. The presentation will be by Mike 
Sypult, discussing the historical background of the sites on the upcoming depot and museum tour. 
Watch your email for the announcement. 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  
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 One of the 
prolific writers of 
railroad history 
in recent years 

has strong Arkansas connections, and now in semi-
retirement resides in Northwest Arkansas. Barton 
Jennings’ bona fides include working for railroad 
companies (Union Pacific, Arkansas & Missouri), 
and conducting Federal Railroad Administra-
tion−required regulatory compliance training for 
railroad workers, for aspects such as track and 
bridge maintenance. He has taught such classes at 
over 400 companies. For a different audience, he 
has organized and led railfan charter trips across 
the country for decades, sometimes offering two 
week-long events per year. Combine those with cu-
riosity about history-of-place, and you have the in-
gredients to produce broadly encompassing histori-
cal descriptions of railroad lines. 

From Excursions to Books              

 Barton’s excursion experience dates to the time 
when he worked for Union Pacific in the 1980s. He 
had organized less-formal affairs, such as attaching 
a caboose for about 20 people to tag along a Dar-
danelle & Russellville train for half of a day as it 
worked customers along the five-mile line. He con-
siders his first “official” charter to be from the mid-
1990s; it consisted of two days on the Kiamichi 
Railroad out of Hugo in far southeastern Oklahoma. 
(This was before Genesee & Wyoming acquired the 
line.) 

 The idea for the “History Through the Miles” se-
ries came from the railfan charter trips. Jennings 
noted that one feature of the better trips conducted 

by others was providing a route guide that told rid-
ers the history, mile-by-mile, as the train proceeded 
along the route. So, for his excursions, Bart did the 
same. As people asked questions, the guides grew 
from a few pages to dozens of pages long. Soon, the 
railfans were wanting more copies, and host rail-
roads wanted to sell them in their gift shops. With 
some expansion and updating, Jennings started pro-
ducing the books. The first of these followed along 
the route of the former Frisco Central Division (now 
Arkansas & Missouri) from Monett, Mo. to south of 
Ft Smith, Ark. This guide began as a joint effort of 
Jennings and the late Bob Oswald around 1990. It 
evolved into a publication Barton prepared for 
those attending the National Railway Historical So-
ciety annual convention hosted by the Arkansas− 
Boston Mountains Chapter in 2014. It was expand-
ed further before printing in its present form. 

 While not all these books began as route guides 
for railfan trips that he organized, many of them 
did. A current list of Barton Jennings’ transporta-
tion history titles ― 12 about railroads, one about a 
canal ― follows. Four of them document history of 
Arkansas railroad lines.  

Experiences Along the Way 

 For those books that began as railfan trip route 
guides, one enhancement has been to add photo-
graphs from the rail charter trip. One book that ob-
viously did not begin as a railfan charter was the 
Hennepin Canal study. Jennings lived near the 100-
mile long east-west canal connecting the Illinois 
River with the Mississippi. The more he wandered 
alongside the canal, the more he wondered about 

Miles of Railroad History 
from Barton Jennings 

- continues next page - 

 by J. L. Gattis 
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Title Release Date 

Arkansas & Missouri Railroad: History Through the Miles September 2016 

Alaska Railroad: History Through the Miles July 2017 

Iowa Interstate Railroad: History Through the Miles November 2017 

Everett Railroad: History Through the Miles                         (south-central Pa.) June 2018 

Tennessee Central Railway: History Through the Miles July 2018 

Whitewater Valley Railroad: History Through the Miles         (southeast Ind.) October 2018 

Oregon's Joseph Branch: History Through the Miles                (northeast Ore.) May 2019 

Missouri & North Arkansas Railroad: History Through the Miles September 2019 

Hennepin Canal Parkway: History Through the Miles                (northwest Ill.) April 2020 

Idaho's Payette River Railroads: History Through the Miles    (southwest Id.) August 2020 

Delta Heritage Trail (Missouri Pacific's Wynne Subdivision): History Through the Miles February 2021 

The Choctaw Route: History Through the Miles November 2021 

The Railroads of U.S. Sugar: History Through the Miles                    (south Fla.) March 2022 

 
its history. Since he had to start from scratch, this 
was perhaps the most challenging of the books he 
had prepared. The research for this one involved 
visits to the state archives, and obtaining Corps of 
Engineers construction documents and photo-
graphs. 

 The process of digging up history regularly pro-
duced surprises. Barton expressed it this way: “I 
can’t write a book without finding something 
weird.” Two examples. In a search for stable 
ground, some parts of the Alaska Railroad were 
built atop beaver dams. On a part of what eventual-
ly became Rock Island’s Choctaw Route, the con-
struction crew successfully used mats woven from 
sorghum cane to stabilize the roadbed. 

 While taking field photographs, he has not been 
immune from harassment. As many railfans have 
learned, there’s no shortage of people whose imagi-
nation greatly exceeds their intellect. He has been 
accused by parents of taking pictures of their chil-
dren, when he did not even see any children. A com-
mon thread seems to be that such people cannot 
comprehend that someone might be interested in a 
railroad. On the other hand, taking photos has sel-
dom raised concerns by a railroad company. 

 Going to the other end of the spectrum, a few 
railfans have had some rather “interesting” reac-
tions. While Jennings’ books do include photo-
graphs, his works are definitely not coffee table pic-
ture books. A few who love rail photos but are less 
interested in verbal history have made comments 

similar to those of the man who said “I don’t read, I 
just look at pictures”, and then berated Barton for 
writing a word book because the critic preferred 
pictures−only! But perhaps even more bizarre have 
been some who were offended that he wrote about 
“their” railroad, since they intended someday to 
write a book on that railroad.  

Current and Coming Attractions 

 Just released in March is the newest History 
Through the Miles offering, The Railroads of U.S. 
Sugar. An almost century-old company, United 
States Sugar Corporation owns and runs two differ-
ent railroad operations in the Lake Okeechobee ar-
ea of South Florida. One of these is the South Cen-
tral Florida Express, a shortline operating between 
Sebring and Fort Pierce, Fla. It includes line once 
owned by the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, and line 
leased from the Florida East Coast Railway. These 
tracks see tens of thousands of railcars annually for 
about two dozen shippers, in addition to carloads of 
sugarcane for U.S. Sugar. The other operation is the 
private industrial lines that haul sugarcane from 
the fields to the processing facility. During the Octo-
ber through April harvesting season, the road per 
day handles over 1000 cars and runs a dozen trains 
or more, all hours of day and night, on its lines rat-
ed for 40 mph operation. The road does this with a 
fleet of clean and modern diesel locomotives, and 
approximately 800 cane cars that are unique to the 
system. Jennings’ connection with U.S. Sugar is that 

 Miles of Railroad History from Barton Jennings   (continued) 

- continues next page - 
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he has been training its employees for a couple of decades. 
While there, curiosity led to inquiry and research, which even-
tually led to the book. Then, the company began to operate ex-
cursion trains, thus creating a natural market for the book. 

 With dozens of route guides yet unpublished, Jennings now 
has a goal of producing two per year. Heads up for all Kansas 
City Southern fans: he will soon release a volume covering the 
KCS Heavener Subdivision, between Heavener, Okla. and Pitts-
burg, Kan.  

 Barton Jennings’ books can be purchased from Ron's Books, 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Walmart.com, and most other 
bookstores through Ingram. 

 Miles of Railroad History from Barton Jennings   (continued) 

 Until a few days ago, Jennings’ most recent book would have been The 
Choctaw Route: History Through the Miles, described as follows. 

 The Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad had a big footprint across 
the American heartland. While numerous books and articles have been 
written about the Rock Island’s northern routes across Illinois and Iowa, 
less information is available about the sizeable southern routes of this 
large granger system. 

 One of the most significant of these southern routes was the Choctaw 
Route, almost 900 miles of mainline from the Old South at Memphis, 
Tenn., to the Wild Southwest at Tucumcari, N.M. The Choctaw Route 
started as an effort to make Memphis the rail destination for freight from 
the west. The route crossed swamps, mountains, high prairie, and even 
what many consider to be desert. Over the more than 100 years since the 
line’s initial construction, the Choctaw Route served as a conduit for the 
movement of agricultural products, timber and lumber, livestock, oil, coal 

and minerals, machinery, and the ordinary products needed by the communities along its route. While 
much of the railroad is gone today, parts survive, operated by railroads large and small. 
 This book is written for those who want to know more about the Rock Island Railroad’s Choctaw 
Route, and the almost twenty companies involved with building and operating the line. It is written as if 
the reader has left Memphis and is riding the line westward, helping to answer the questions of “Where 
are we and what once happened here?” Information on the Choctaw Route’s history and current status, 
as well as a mile-by-mile route guide, are included. Enjoy this review of the Choctaw Route, one of the 
Rock Island Railroad’s mighty fine lines.  

     During his years with Union Pacific, Jennings was sent all 
over the far-flung system. One such posting was the manager 
of track maintenance, based at McGehee, in southeastern Ar-
kansas. 

     On another assignment, his paychecks were from the Ore-
gon Railroad & Navigation Company, the late-1800s prede-
cessor owner of the UP line between Portland and Hunting-
ton, Ore.  


