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Rock Island’s Rainbow 
Arch Bridges  

Rail Stories: Impressed 
by Train Travel 

Growing up alongside the Burlington Route, Rose Ann Hofer saw Zephyrs and other CB&Q trains. 
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Preview of Coming Events  

and Late-Breaking News  
  March 17:  In the February chapter meeting presenta-
tion, John Chambers showed a great group of Frisco photos 
from the Heart of the Heartlands collection. The March 
program promises to be just as good, with John showing 
selected Missouri Pacific photographs from the collection. 

  March 26:  Rail historian Barton Jennings will have a 
book signing at the Delta Heritage Trail State Park. See 
page 5 for more information. 

  Late April or early May:  During the March meeting 
business session, we will delve into the details and hope-
fully finalize a plan for a Friday or Saturday rail museum 
and depot tour along the Kansas City Southern. The tenta-
tive list of stops looks like this. 

Siloam Springs, Gentry, Decatur, Gravette, Sulfur 
Springs, Noel, Lanigan, Anderson, Pineville. 

  September 22-25:  Hugh Harris just received approval 
for the chapter to host the NRHS Fall Conference. The 
planned program includes a rare mileage trip over the 
A&M between Springdale and Monett, Missouri. 

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members! 

MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.  

Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.  

 National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per 

year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.  

Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details. 
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   THE SCRAMBLER welcomes your 

input!   Send content (articles, sto-

ries, news, photos) to the editor.  

   We strive to provide accurate and 

complete information in The Scram-

bler newsletters. Please send correc-

tions to the editor.  

   DEADLINE for The Scrambler is 

the last day of each month. The edi-

tor reserves the right to edit, hold, 

or omit material at the editor’s dis-

cretion. Space for longer articles 

may already be committed months 

in advance. 

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains 

Chapter of the National Railway 

Historical Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, 501(c)(3) educational organi-

zation incorporated under the laws 

of the State of Arkansas. 

  Visit our website at: 

www.ArkRailFan.com  

http://www.nrhs.com
mailto:G4Trains@gmail.com
mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
http://www.arkrailfan.com
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1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Chapter Meeting Remotely Using Zoom 

 To join the online chapter meetings, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart phone, or 
tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.  

  If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download 

  If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings 

To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail at outlook.com  

HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.  

At meeting time, go to:  https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09 

 Depending upon your device, you may also need:    Meeting ID: 359 384 4541      Password: 1Ru4np  

Don’t overlook these necessary steps!!!  When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 

 1. Join with Video    and    2. Join with Computer Audio. 

Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are.  

 

2. Membership Renewal  
 Have you renewed your Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter annual membership at $12 per person? 
For a form, go to  https://arkrailfan.com/membership   

 If you have not already done so, consider joining [ https://nrhs.com/membership/ ] the National Railway 
Historical Society. The $50 annual dues lets you receive the NRHS News − covering preservation, railfan, 
and chapter news − six times per year, and the 40-page Bulletin four times per year. If you are not an 
NRHS member, here is what you missed in the recent Bulletin. 

    The Influence of Native Americans on the Construction, Operation and Marketing of AT&SF Railway 

    When the Railroad Returns to Town      Black Mesa & Lake Powell Shuts Down      two book reviews 

Supporting the national organization allows you to “give back”, and actually play a part in railroad history 
preservation. To learn more, go to https://nrhs.com/  

 

3. Surface Transportation Board Hearings on New Orleans―Mobile Passenger Service 

 Before the Covid pandemic, Amtrak had mentioned restoring passenger service between New Orleans 
and Mobile. This proposed twice-a-day round trip service was met with stiff resistance by Norfork South-
ern and CSX, over whose rails the trains would pass. The freight railroads claim that the existing tracks do 
not have the capacity to support the proposed additional four trains per day without adversely impacting 
existing freight service. 

 The STB scheduled hearings for February and March to receive public comments and evidence. In re-
cent weeks, the STB has been flooded with filings related to this proposal. 

Chapter & General News 

 

The chapter is meeting both in-person and online with Zoom (see below); visitors welcome.  

  WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm. In-person meetings are can-
celled when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement winter weather.  

   WHERE: At the Shiloh Museum main building, 118 W. Johnson Ave., Springdale, Ark.   

All chapter members are encouraged to join the Chapter’s   ABM-NRHS@groups.io   listserv, in order 

to be aware of current information. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel  marmelmm at gmail.com 

March 17 7 pm Chapter meeting:  Missouri Pacific RR photos from the Heart of the Heartlands 
Collection, John Chambers 

mailto:ArkyRail@outlook.com
https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
https://arkrailfan.com/membership
https://nrhs.com/membership/
https://nrhs.com/
mailto:marmelmm@gmail.com
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 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

4. Surface Transportation Board Throws a Switch and Applies the Brakes 

 The Surface Transportation Board (STB) routinely allows relatively minor requests, such as one com-
pany acquiring a few miles of Class III short line from the present owner, to be exempted from certain 
procedural regulations and awards fast-track approval, pending a 30-day period during which objections 
may be raised. These STB rulings typically state that the STB approval is void if the applicant submitted 
misleading or incorrect information. 

 The STB issued such a reversal on February 2, when it vacated an exemption granted to the San Jacinto 
Transportation Company (SJT) pertaining to a rail line in Harris County (Houston), Tex. The decision laid 
out the facts that in 2016, SJT had filed to operate six route miles within the San Jacinto River and Rail 
Park; the application including a map showing the location of the rail lines. Parties opposing this decision 
alleged that the Park actually contained about half that many miles of track, and not in the locations 
shown in the SJT map; in other words, SJT was essentially proposing to construct new track. The STB de-
cision stated “The Board finds that SJT’s verified notice contains materially misleading information about 
the line and that the exemption is therefore void ab initio” (i.e., from the start). 

 

5. Surface Transportation Board and Reciprocal Switching 

 Staying on the topic of Surface Transportation Board business, on February 14 alone there were 23 
separate filings on the hot issue of the STB’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Reciprocal Switching, 
first proposed in 2016. Intended to increase competition, such as rule could force a railroad serving a 
captive shipper to haul that shipper’s car to a nearby junction with and handoff the car to a competitor, at 
a per car rate approved by the STB.    

 

6. 19th Annual Great Northwest Arkansas Model Train Show 

 On Saturday, February 26, the Chapter display (in the background) was among many viewed at the 
Benton County Fairgrounds.  

 -Mitch Marmel 
photo 
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7. How Do You Sing “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad” In Arabic? 

 Saudi Arabia is now allowing women to apply for locomotive engineer jobs. For the 30 openings, there 
reportedly were 28,000 applicants. Only recently did the kingdom permit women to drive automobiles. 

 

8. Jennings’ Railroad History Book Signing Event on March 26 

 On Saturday, March 26th, from 1 to 4 pm, Delta Heritage Trail State Park 

will host railroad historian Barton Jennings. Jennings will be signing copies 
of his book, Delta Heritage Trail (Missouri Pacific’s Wynne Subdivision) His-
tory Through the Miles. This is your chance to meet him and ask questions 
and see the Delta Heritage Trail in person! 

 In his recently completed book, Jennings shares firsthand accounts of 
maintenance and administrative projects he worked on as a Union Pacific 
Railroad employee during the line’s final years of operation. The book is 
written as a guide, with a mile-by-mile rundown of what trail visitors can 
see today or would have seen in the past, starting at the north end of the 
trail just outside of Helena-West Helena and proceeding south to Arkansas 
City. Along the way, readers learn about the construction of the railroad in 
an undeveloped, inaccessible swampland, and of the communities, busi-
nesses, farms, timber firms, cotton gins, and other customers that were 
served by the line in its heyday. Jennings provides detailed descriptions about infrastructural features of 
the railroad line (now a trail), like the massive Yancopin and Benzal bridges over the Arkansas and White 
rivers, respectively. He notes important historical events from the area, such as Civil War battles and the 
Rohwer War Relocation Center, where over 8,000 Japanese-Americans were interred during World War 
II. As you read you feel like you are riding the famous Delta Eagle passenger train that ran in the 1940s 
and 1950s. You are transported back to a time when the Delta landscape was being transformed from 
wild forests to agriculture and can see the huge impact rail development had on the area. Jennings’s in-
formative and familiar writing style make the book accessible to anyone interested in the history of the 
region, but particularly for those interested in the development of the Delta region and railroad history.  

 Slated for completion in 2025, Delta Heritage Trail State Park will offer cyclists and hikers 85 miles of 
trail through Arkansas’s beautiful Mississippi River Delta region, cutting through endless farmlands and 
the wetland depths of one of the nation’s largest remnants of bottomland hardwood forest. As a rails-to-
trails project, 73 miles will run along a route built by the Memphis, Helena & Louisiana Railway in the 
early 1900s, and railbanked by Union Pacific Railroad in 1992.  

 The event will be held at the park’s visitor center, located about 1/2 mile east of the intersection of Ar-
kansas 1 with U.S. 49; maps identify this intersection as being at the Walnut Corner/Barton community, a 
few miles west of Helena-West Helena. The address is 5539 U.S. 49, Helena-West Helena, Ark., 72390. 
Copies of the book will be available for sale. Bicycles are available for rent from the park for riding on the 
Delta Heritage Trail. The park is also hosting an Artifact I. D. day on March 26th. For questions about this 
and other park events, please contact Ryan M. Smith by calling (870) 572-2352 or emailing at 
ryan.smith@arkansas.gov     

 Chapter and General News   (continued) 

The March 17 meeting is set to be in-person at the Shiloh Museum, but will also 

be broadcast via Zoom.  See top of page 3.   VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
  During the business session, we expect to plan a museum-and-depot field trip. 
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ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶   February 17, 2022 

Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303  

Websites maintained by Mike Sypult are www.arkrailfan.com and www.condrenrails.com  

 Meeting of the Arkansas−Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society in per-
son at the Shiloh Museum and via the internet (Zoom). The meeting was hosted by President Mike Sypult, 
with five other members in person. In virtual attendance were at least 12 connections. The meeting start-
ed at 7:07.   

 John Chambers gave the presentation, “Frisco Photos from Heart of the Heartlands Collection”.  The 
collection includes hundreds of thousands of photos, and only a few are copyrighted.  

Business Items 

1. Minutes.  The minutes for January were approved.   

2. Treasurer.  No report. 

3.  Hosting the NRHS Fall Conference.  Hugh Harris reported that the organization of an NRHS confer-
ence on September 22-25 is proceeding. There will be two excursions, one to Van Buren on Friday 
and one to Monett on Sunday. None of the necessary contracts have been signed yet. Ken Eddy said 
that he expects formal approval of the conference by the NRHS will be forthcoming.  

4. Storage.  Allison Lee had scouted five storage facilities. A small, climate-controlled space rents for 
about $50/month. We need to finalize this after looking at the facilities. Multiple keys to the facility 
should be distributed to the officers so we are not tied to the availability of one or two people. We 
need to finalize this to take the load off Allison. The Secretary volunteered to finalize this, buy a suita-
ble lock and get duplicate keys made.   

5. Train Show.  The 19th Annual Great Northwest Arkansas Model Train Show is Saturday, Feb. 26. On 
Friday, Allison Lee will transport our materials and setup will commence about 1:00. Malcolm will 
help set up. Gary will stay to run it on Saturday, but he’ll need help. Mike will email the membership 
asking for volunteers. Masks may be mandatory.  There are some books still stored at the A&M Muse-

The March chapter meeting presentation by John Chambers promises to 
offer more rare photos like this one seen during the February meeting. 

- continues next page - 

http://www.arkrailfan.com
http://www.condrenrail.com
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Tales of people coloring outside of the lines. 

  Probably Apocryphal, But Still Funny  

 On February 8, the Center for Railroad Photography & Art presented online “Postcards from my Seven-
ty-Two Year Vacation – A Conversation with Mitch Markovitz”. During the question and answer period 
afterward, Markovitz, whose paintings incorporate railroading themes, told of the following at a show 
where he had a booth. 

Couple:  We have never heard of you. 

Markovitz:  I have never heard of you, either.  

Couple: Have you done this (referring to his paintings) all of your life? 

Markovitz:  I don’t know yet.  

Couple, as they flipped through a stack of his artwork:  Maybe this will be worth something after he’s 
dead. 

Markovitz:  I thought it was worth something now.   

  From the Files of the Spokane, Seattle & Portland Railway Historical Society 

 A 1959 communication from Superintendent J. L. Monahan to Passenger Conductors. 

 “Attention has been called to paint chipping off doors leading to restrooms in passenger equipment 
brought about by train conductors, while collecting tickets, using their ticket punches to rap on the doors. 

 Please arrange to discontinue this practice for conditions of this kind cannot be rectified until car is 
shopped for its regular repairs.”  

  Job Description  

 A conductor is a brakeman with a pencil.                                                      

Off the Rails    

um for us. We can sell them, but John Chambers advised us to check online for prices because we 
shouldn’t sell a book for $5 if it’s selling online for $90.  

6. Chapter Donation.  We need suggestions about where we can make donations of the interest from 
our investments, e.g., the Ft. Smith Trolley Museum, A&M Museum, NWA Foodbank, etc. Mike Sypult 
thought feedback favored a donation within our region, and that the Trolley Museum had suffered 
damage during a storm. 

7. Chapter Trip.  About a year ago, Gerald Hook had proposed a chapter trip to area railroad sites, but 
that trip had been shelved due to the pandemic. With the seeming improvement in case numbers, Jim 
Gattis raised the question of whether we want to do a depot tour this spring. It’s hard to gauge the lev-
el of interest with attendance so sparse, but there was enthusiasm. John Chambers said that the Joplin 
area alone would occupy a full day, so it seemed best to end the trip at Anderson, Mo. Jim will put to-
gether an itinerary, perhaps starting in Siloam Springs and going north. It was suggested that materi-
als to prep participants could be prepared so people will have an idea and information about what 
they will be seeing in advance, a good idea. To be discussed and decided during the March meeting. 

Announcements 

 See you 7 pm on March 17, either at the Shiloh Museum or on Zoom. The presentation will be by John 
Chambers using Missouri Pacific RR photos from the Heart of the Heartlands collection. Watch your 
email for the announcement. 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society  

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes   ̶  February 17, 2022   (continued) 
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 Rainbow arch bridges were adopted by the Chi-
cago, Rock Island & Pacific because they permitted 
relatively thin floors at sites with limited headroom.   

 The rainbow arch is essentially the concrete ad-
aptation of the bow-string arch, used quite com-
monly for highway bridges. The principal modifica-
tion lies in the elimination of the diagonal web 
members, while the vertical web members serve 

purely as floor hangers. In other words, the upper 
chord is virtually an arch rib with the bottom chord 
serving as a tie to take the thrust at the springing 
line. 

 Marsh Engineering Company of Des Moines, Ia. 
designed two such bridges for the Rock Island. Rock 
Island contractor Fox Construction Co. of El Reno, 
Okla. built the 2nd Street bridge in Little Rock in the 

Rock Island’s Rainbow Arch Bridges  

- continues next page - 

The original story and the detail drawings appeared in the Railway Age issue on December 6, 
1918, author’s collection. Little Rock’s Choctaw Route passenger station and bridge photos were 

by the late Clifton E. Hull in July 1969, Dr. William Pollard collection.  

The benefit of the “thin floors” mentioned in the article is that a thinner bridge floor minimizes the 
overall height from the rail below to the bridge surface above, therefore reducing the both the 

height of and the distance or length of the fill at each approach to the bridge. 

Designed with a Shallow Floor and Lighter Weight Concrete Material 

 by Gerald Hook − Russellville, AR  

Above: The Rock Island’s depot at the east edge of downtown Little Rock, with “The Choctaw Route” em-
bossed into the face above the second floor. The Second Street overpass is past the depot, with the bridge 
over the Arkansas River visible near the right edge. The building now houses the Univ. of Arkansas Clinton 
School of Public Service.                                                         -Clifton E. Hull photo, Dr William Pollard collection 
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Above:  The Railway Age article included this dimensioned drawing, 
presumably of the overpass at Horton, Kan. 

Right:  The plate dated the Second Street overpass to 1915, but the 
Railway Age article said 1917. 

-Clifton E. Hull photo, Dr William Pollard collection 

 I can recall from about 60 years ago, my father 

taking me to this station to see the eastbound 

afternoon “doodlebug” (rail diesel car). While 

waiting for the late train to arrive, he explained 

that the tell-tales were there to warn trainman 

atop cars of a low clearance ahead.  -Editor 

 Rock Island’s Rainbow Arch Bridges   (continued) 

Above: With his back to the river bridge and the crossing 
of the Missouri Pacific line to southeastern Arkansas, 
Hull captured Rock Island’s Choctaw Route depot at 
Little Rock on the far side of the Second Street overpass. 
Also on the far side of the overpass, note the “tell-tales” 
suspended from a cable over the tracks. 

      -Clifton E. Hull photo, Dr William Pollard collection 
- continues next page - 
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mid-1910s at a cost of $4,900. To save money, this 
new 60 foot span was placed atop existing masonry 
piers. The other bridge, with a 56 foot span, was 
north of Topeka at Horton, Kan. 

 The bridge roadway was 22’ 9” wide between 
the trusses, with a 6’ cantilevered sidewalk on one 
side. The arch rib was 2’ wide, 2’ 3” deep, and rose 
to a maximum of 11’, with a 49’ 6” radius. The bot-
tom chord was 2’ wide and 2’ 9” deep. The vertical 
hangers, spaced at 7’ intervals, were 1’ 6” wide by 
eight inches thick. T-section floor support beams, 
spanned from truss to truss, were 1’ 6” wide with a 
depth of 2’ 3”. The roadway slab was nine inches 
thick while the sidewalk was supported by cantile-
ver brackets which were somewhat lighter propor-
tions than the floor beams. Reinforced concrete 
hand rails were provided on both sides. 

 Sadly, this unique bridge was destroyed during 
construction of the Clinton Presidential Library, 
which opened in November 2004.  

 Today, the Arkansas River Biking and Hiking 
Trail crosses the Rock Island’s Arkansas River 
bridge and provides a paved trail between the Li-
brary and North Little Rock. Normally, the best way 
to visit the Clinton Presidential Center area is riding 
the Rock Region METRO Trolley, which rolls up to 
within a hundred yards of the entrance. And, the 
ride is free!!! But according to its website, due to 
current downtown freeway reconstruction, service 
to the east side of I-30 (and to the Clinton Presiden-
tial Center) has been temporarily discontinued until 
approximately December 2024. 

 Rock Island’s Rainbow Arch Bridges   (continued) 

Left:  1939 map of 2nd St overpass and 
Rock Island buildings. Pink indicates 
masonry, yellow is wood construction. 

Below:  1961 map of area, after con-
struction of I-30. 

depot 
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 Growing up in Illinois, Rose Ann Lee (Hofer) 
lived on farms near Galesburg. Galesburg was and is 
a modest size town (1950 population about 30,000) 
in the western part of the state. But its train service 
belied its size, because Galesburg not only was the 
locus of Chicago, Burlington & Quincy tracks radiat-
ing in six directions, it was also where the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe main line crossed the CB&Q. 
Travelers could choose from two rail companies 
that prided themselves on their passenger service. 
Each had its own passenger depot, Santa Fe on the 
north side of downtown, Burlington on the east.  

 The Lee family raised cattle and hogs. The cattle 
her father purchased from Nebraska would come in 
on a train. After time on the farm for fattening, the 
animals were loaded in stock cars on Sunday morn-
ing to head for the Chicago stockyards. Her father 
would then take a Sunday afternoon train for Chica-
go, to be there Monday to observe the commission 
man auctioning his stock. Sometimes the best re-
turn-trip schedule meant that her father did not go 
back on the same railroad, so a taxi in Galesburg 
would drive him to the other depot where he had 

parked his car. Rose Ann recalls her late husband 
Bob talking about relatives who rode in a drovers’ 
caboose to accompany stock in transport. 

 Being a local headquarters for Burlington opera-
tions, the Q had a two-story brick depot building. 
Trackside, there were three parallel covered plat-
forms for boarding passenger trains. Rose Ann re-
members the ladies restroom area having an adja-
cent sitting room for women. That sitting room may 
have been in high demand by women waiting for 
their train who wished to avoid being approached 
by men. Also, those seated in the depot lunch room 
(it was part of the Grier’s railroad eatery chain) 
could see the passing trains while they ate.  

 The first train ride Rose Ann can recollect was 
pulled by a steam locomotive near the end of World 
War II, when she was 6 or 7. They were going to 
Chicago, for a visit with her mother’s cousins. Dur-
ing that time, trains in America were overflowing 
with servicemen traveling across the country to go 
to training bases or overseas. Someone gave her 
mother a seat, but Rose Ann made the entire trip 
sitting on her suitcase in the aisle. 

Rose Ann Hofer ― Impressed 
by Train Travel, Back When 

Train Travel Was Impressive 
 The Scrambler would like to print YOUR 

railroad story; we can help “write it up”.       

Contact the editor  G4Trains at gmail.com  

- continues next page - 

Above: 1920s map showing rail lines near Galesburg in west central Illinois, and Burlington, Iowa. 

 as told to J. L. Gattis 
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 Rose Ann was around 11 for her next train trip 
in the early 1950s. Again to Chicago, but departing 
from the Santa Fe station. The depot may have been 
less imposing, but the train was magnificent. The 
impressions of the streamliner with its plush seats, 
and the dining car – the Santa Fe diners touted 
“Fred Harvey service” – were burned into her 
memory. There were fancy tablecloths and fine chi-
na, and waiters balancing trays as the moving train 
swayed. This was her introduction to a three-layer 
club sandwich, cut in quarters with a toothpick 
through each.  

 As a teenager, Rose Ann again visited cousins, 
but this time in a different direction: Russell, in cen-
tral Kansas on the Union Pacific. They could ride the 
Santa Fe as far as Kansas City, where they had a late 
night layover to make the UP connection. From her 
description, the train to Russell was definitely not 
the City of St. Louis, but rather one having older 
style equipment. She recalls that many of the pas-
sengers appeared to be trainmen deadheading.  

 Rose Ann’s high school years were in Oneida, a 
few miles northeast of Galesburg. The school was 
within view of the tracks, so she observed a midday 
Zephyr pass by while eating lunch.    

 When she was in nurses training in Burlington, 

Ia., on the Mississippi River, she sometimes caught 
a Friday late afternoon train toward Chicago to go 
home for a weekend. With wry Midwestern humor, 
Rose Ann reflects that passengers would load 
through one door, but once on board, the conductor 
would direct them here and there according to 
where they were going; she would be instructed to 
walk three cars down. So she said she walked all the 
way between the next two towns along the line. At 
this time, Rose Ann’s destination was the small col-
lege town of Monmouth, Ill., twenty-seven miles 
east of Burlington. She might be the only person to 
detrain at this stop. But at times such as the begin-
ning of a semester, the railroad knew to count on a 
longer stop at Monmouth. There was also a conven-
iently-timed Sunday evening westbound to make it 
back to Burlington by curfew. 

 Rose Ann had other trips as an adult, after U.S. 
railroads had transferred passenger business to 
Amtrak. One was when her husband and she board-
ed at Osceola, Ia. to see their son in the Marines at 
Twentynine Palms, Cal. Another time, they rode a 
train from the west edge of Canada, across the 
Rockies, to Calgary. Altogether, her train riding ex-
periences went from short hops to long hauls, from 
steam to streamliners, and from plain to elegant.  

 Rail Stories:  Impressed by Train Travel, Back When Train Travel Was Impressive 

Mike Condren photographed the Galesburg depot in the late 1960s, so the equipment may not be the same, but 
the depot was similar to what Rose Ann saw in the ‘40s and ‘50s. Observe the right-side platform cover: the spaces 
between vertical support columns have been “walled in”; very old photos show the space between vertical supports 
to be open. 


